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ABSTRACT  
The International Workshop on Language and Human Complexity took 
place on October 25-28, 2014 at Peking University, with language change 
as the theme. This four-day workshop covered eight important topics of 
language change, i.e. the emergence of syllabic languages, special 
changes in Tibeto-Burman languages, Literal/Colloquial competition, 
formation of the Huihui language, bilingual development, phonemic load, 
dynamic studies of Chinese, and the Sino-Tai hypothesis.  
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The International Workshop on Language and Human Complexity jointly 
organized by the Center for Chinese Linguistics, the Department of 
Chinese Language and Literature, and the Joint Research Center for 
Language and Human Complexity, Peking University, took place on 
October 25-28, 2014, with language change as the theme. Linguistics in 
the twenty-first century advocates interdisciplinary studies more than 
ever. In recent decades, most research in linguistics published in Nature
or Science belongs to the fields of evolutionary linguistics or 
neural-linguistics. These two areas could be combined into the study of 
language and human complexity, which would essentially reconstruct 
how language as a complex adaptive system evolves.  

Prof. Chen Yuehong, chairman of Peking University’s Department 
of Chinese Language and Literature, emphasized the importance of 
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perspective of human complexity and the positive academic atmosphere 
during the whole workshop. The sharing of ideas benefited all 
participants. It is expected that the theme of language and human 
complexity will attract more scholars and lead to further developments 
in research. 

Department of  
Chinese Language and Literature  
Peking University 
Beijing, China 
[wfwf@pku.edu.cn]


