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ABSTRACT 
This is a review of the book on a dialogue on sound change between 
William Labov and William S-Y. Wang at the Chinese University of Hong 
Kong in May 2012. First Labov’s and Wang’s Presentations are surveyed.  
Then the regular sound changes Labov discusses are examined, and 
Neogrammarian regularity and lexical diffusion in sound change are 
synthesized.  The 2-dimensional lexical diffusion model, depending on 
the relative ratios of W(ord)-diffusion and S(peaker)-diffusion, 
synthesizes lexical diffusion and Neogrammarian regularity.  It assumes 
that in Neogrammarian regularity W-diffusion proceeds so fast that it is 
difficult to observe it within each individual, but the change can be 
observed while it is in progress across generations.  The empirical 
evidence of the rapid W-diffusion is also given.   

1. PRELIMINARIES 
A historic event, A Dialogue on Sound Change: Past, Present and 

Future brought together two eminent scholars, Professor William Labov 
and Professor William S-Y. Wang, for the first time on the campus of the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong on 16 May 2012.  Both towering 
figures in the field, their seminal ideas have shaped and advanced the 
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