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ON THE CLUSTER *sr– IN SINO-TIBETAN# 
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ABSTRACT 
This paper presents a critical overview of previously proposed 
etymologies involving the initial cluster *sr– between Chinese and other 
Sino-Tibetan languages. It puts forth one new etymology, which confirms 
the simplification of the cluster *sr– to s– in Kiranti and the preservation 
of this cluster in Rgyalrong languages. 
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1.  INTRODUCTION 
The Middle Chinese  sh ng initial consonant , which originates 

from Old Chinese *sr– in all modern systems of reconstruction,1 is 
attested in a words of Sino-Tibetan origin, and corresponds to onsets 
either preserving a fricative +/r/ cluster or originating from one. Thus, *sr 
appears to be one of the few consonant clusters uncontroversially 
reconstructible to proto-Sino-Tibetan.

In this paper, we first discuss previously proposed etymologies, 
and present the known correspondences of *sr in languages other than 
Chinese. Second, we present a new etymology and discuss its 
significance for the conditioning of the sound laws in individual 
languages. 
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