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at the forefront of globalization   
Oma Lee

During this trip, I felt that I truly got to know London, not 
as a tourist heaven, but as an actual place. Not only did 
I get to see the different sides of London, from its great 
architecture, to some of its newly regenerated areas, to 
its Olympic site, to its ethnic hubs; but I was also able 
to see London through different angles, to see the good 
and the bad, the glory and the problems, and to see how 
different people living in London see their own city. I got 
to take lectures on London’s economic development, to 
its urban planning and entertainment industry, and got to 
not only talk to lecturers and important policy makers and 
think tanks, but also students, people in advocacy and 
campaigns, well as many other local Londoners. I got to 
truly appreciate how diverse London is as a city, and how 
globalized and different Londoners could be from one 
another. It was like seeing a mini globalized world with all 
its interactions. 

Throughout the trip, two prominent themes were 
constantly dominant in my observations: Change and 
Globalization. These two themes are always correlated, 
and a living example would be a person who left a 
particular strong impression on me, and that was a former 
SOAS student association leader, Sibileo. US-born, Chile-
raised, and a Chile native, Sibileo worked in Germany for 
7 years before coming to London to study, in which he 
became greatly involved with the student association in 
SOAS. He had been involved in numerous movements 
and protests against different issues within SOAS and the 
UK, and had been a vigilant campaigner against many of  
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the pressing social problems in London.  After graduating
from SOAS, he stayed on and started working on different 
projects within the community. His work ranged from 
organizing a boycott of the school canteen, to campaigns 
to raise the wages of the senate house workers. He is 
currently starting a community project involving different 
sectors of the community and where people come 
together to teach each other different skills and new 
things. He is also starting a campaign against an EU bill 
concerning herbs cultivation. 

Knowing that he being a foreigner living in the UK, I was 
immediately struck by the eloquence and confidence he 
exuded. My immediate reaction to his speech was “wow, 
this guy really knows his stuff.” He was passionate and 
sincere, yet not overly sensitive, and was very persuasive 
and logical. He told us about his life and his believes. He 
felt that a society had to be resilient and always ask for 
more, so that the limits of society and the government 
can be pushed. Society should always find ways to reflect 
and express how they feel and where they stand, and our
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younger generation should not hesitate from fighting 
for a better society and government. He truly believes 
in change and challenging the status quo, in always 
constantly demanding more for the community. After 
Germany and the UK, he plans to move somewhere new 
and initiate change there too. While some people might 
see him as fanatic close to the likes of Don Quixote, there 
is one thing undeniably admirable about him, and that is 
at least he has his believes, at least he lives up to what 
he believes, at least he cares about something more 
substantial than just personal pursuits, and at least he 
hopes, visions and fights for change. 

I felt the vivacity of change in a lot of Londoners that 
I met. From organizations like the Coin Street Action 
Builders, to Save the children and Greenpeace, to Sibileo, 
I saw a constant desire for change, for movement, for 
fighting for what they want for the community, instead 
of for merely pure selfish pursuits. Although whether 
actual similar ideas could be applied in Hong Kong would 
depend on many practical constraints, the initiative for 
change, and the courage to fight for more, is universal 
and should be learnt and upheld. 
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In Hong Kong, I see change too. Especially in our student 
circles, and although many are in opposition towards 
certain views and tactics by them, and although everyone 
is entitled to their own opinion, there is one thing that we 
cannot deny them credit for, and it’s that at least they 
are voicing out. At least they are caring about what is 
happening within Hong Kong society and not only merely 
focusing on big bucks or over-whelming mortgages. 
Sadly this group remains a minority, even within university 
campuses, and calls for civil resilience and protests are 
still frowned upon by some Hong Kong-ers. Although we 
see communities coming together for campaigns such 
as the anti-demolition of Lee Tung Street and so on, the 
number of initiatives in Hong Kong still remain slightly 
feeble. 

Another major theme of this trip was Globalization. 
Although there may be many different interpretations of 
the word, I see it as an undeniable trend, a trend to a 
more globally connected world. More importantly, I see 
it as a word that also carries a need to for us to form 
our identity within this trend. Where do we stand in this 
increasingly globalized world where cultures, economies 
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and races constantly clash, mix and evolve? How do we 
see ourselves in all of this? 

Another thing about Sibileo that struck me was his 
account of his identity. When asked why as a foreigner, 
he had to care about the UK and its issues, a place in 
which he had only resided for a few years, his answer 
was just that he felt that he could do some change 
within that community. When asked who he considered 
himself to be, as a US citizen? A Chilean ? A German? 
Or a Londoner? His answer was none of the above. 
He considered himself a “global citizen”, and while he 
currently works in the UK, he plans to move to some 
place new in time and initiate change there too. Everyone 
is a citizen of our globe, he says, if we look past our 
differences and try to see the similarities between us, 
we would learn to understand, appreciate, and live with 
harmony. 

Here, I see a person standing in the forefront of 
globalization, with a globalized vision and a “global 
identity”. I see him as a result of increasing globalization 
of our world. 

Some people like Sebilio might argue that with increasing 
interactions within different cultures, national boundaries 
may become less and less significant. This view, though 
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interesting, might be a little too avant-garde for me and 
most people, and yet we cannot deny the gist behind his 
point; that with increasing movement and interactions 
among people from all parts of the world, new identities 
and new cultures are arising. The internet breaks national 
and racial boundaries, and “netizens” have come into 
being, there are more and more people with dual or even 
triple citizenship, and many more inter-racial marriages 
and births. Our world has become more closely-linked, 
and is changing always, while we would have to adapt 
to such change, and find our identity and role in all of 
this. Sebilio sees himself as a person who goes beyond 
cultural differences and national boundaries. So how do 
we see ourselves? Where do I stand in this increasingly 
globalized world? What is my role in all of this? What is 
my identity?

I have trio citizenship, and was raised in Hong Kong; 
this almost automatically guaranteed me a certain 
awkwardness when dealing with the question of who I 
am. Should I say I’m American? British? Hong Kong-
nese? Or Chinese? All these are technically true, but 
who do I see myself as? It was not until recently that I 
gave this question such serious thought. I guess having 
travelled a bit, my experiences have throughout the years 
reaffirmed my identity as a Chinese. While being in places 
especially like in London or South Africa, I have been 
able to gradually develop a self identity that echoes my 
roots. I see myself as a Chinese interacting on a global 
platform. And once again, during this trip, and through the 
inspiration of Sebilio, I got to once again question myself 
and reaffirm how I saw myself. 
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I learnt a lot during this trip, if I had to put down everything 
that inspired and awed me, not even a ten thousand word 
limit would suffice. Yet another important thing I took away 
from this trip, would be the contemplation that how there 
can be so many different perspectives and standpoints 
out there. Its common sense that different people have 
different views, and that the spectrum of diversity among 
people is huge in one society; one would only need to 
see the political polls, or pick up a newspaper to see that. 
But it was not until this trip that I got to really feel and 
appreciate the vastness of this spectrum: how such a 
small city could harbor so much diversity and difference. 
The city is a small place, a compacted area, but within 
it are worlds that are as vast and as different as the 
continents. 

One might say that living in such a globalized city, 
one would be much adjusted to different cultures and 
become very “globalized”. However, there is more to it 
than it seems. Whether or not we can really adapt to 
globalization, apart from what we are exposed to, also 
depends greatly on our attitude. I remember one group 
did their presentation by interviewing different people all 
around London. There was this Indian park ranger they 
interviewed, and who surprisingly said that globalization 
and cultural cohesion was just a fade. He lived within an 
Indian community, didn’t really speak English, and didn’t 
want to interact with local Londoners. He also raised 
the difficulties of racial discrimination that he faced. It 
may be too late for some people, but being part of a 
new generation, we should be aware of the existing 
challenges, and keep an open mind towards different 
cultures and people.  While many Chinese, Indians, 
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Pakistanis and such have much difficulty in adapting to
London society, the younger generation should hope to 
break the boundaries between language and cultures, 
and learn to understand and respect people from different 
backgrounds. 

Lastly, London reminded me of how important diversity is 
for inspiration and growth. Not only do we have to have 
the right attitude to adjust to globalization, but we also 
need to be open to changes and clashes and the world 
changes and clashes. The paths we take are extremely 
dictated by our perspectives, and how we see things 
are also greatly influenced by what we are exposed to, 
in other words, what inspirations and experiences we 
encounter along the way. Living in Hong Kong, we see 
only a few perspective, our values and how we see the 
world are very much influenced by our surroundings and 
how our society sees the world. But there’s so much out 
there, and so many different ways we could look at things 
differently. Without meeting Sibileo, I would never have 
had the realizations that I have had. Through meeting so 
many people from different walks of life, and 
taking in different ideas, I’m most grateful 
in taking away a reminder, that I should 
always be open to inspiration, that every 
person, and every idea has its merits and 
things worth learning, and that we are not 
static beings. We learn and evaluate and 
reinvent ourselves through continuing 
inspiration and experience; and all these 
join together to form part of who we are, 
and shape who we become. 
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