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English Summary:
This homestay program is a really enlightening program for us.
I love the cultural activities assigned in the program.

For example, | love the KADO and SADO KYOUSHITSU. Before we learned KADO and SADO, we had to wear
YUKATA for these activities are traditional things, so we had to follow the Japanese rule. The wearing of YUKATA is very
complicated. So thanks for Ms. GOTOU to help us. YUKATAs are really beautiful, and they really represent the image of
Japanese women. After wearing the YUKATA, we went to KOUMINKAN to have KADO and SADO lessons. Though | rarely
understood the explanation in Japanese, | enjoyed the DIY (Do-It-Yourself) experience of dealing with the flowers and
making a cup of tea of my own. And also, the OKASHI for MATCHA was very delicious.

Also, | love the KAGURA and TAIKO KYOUSHITSU too.

“KAGURA" is a traditional Japanese dance for the God. The KAGURA club, formed by students in one of the high
school in MIE, performed to us. Some of them dressed as ONMYQUJI and dance, then a monster (OBAKE) appeared,
wearing a mask and waving his claws, trying to scare the audience. Luckily, the ONMYOUJI danced and spoke out some
spells. The monster was defeated and we were saved. Though | could not fully understand the meaning under the dance
(same as the situation in KADO and SADO, due to my poor Japanese), | enjoyed their performance.

The traditional drum in Japan known as TAIKO is quite famous in Hong Kong, because there is a game called
“TAIKO NO TATSUIJIN” in game centers and PSP, NDS. But for the real drum, everyone was the first time to see them. As
usual, the TAIKO club performed to us. One of my friend felt a bit noisy, but later she felt better. And then we learned
how to hit the drum, and learned some simple rhythm to play together. At first we all did it wrong, but luckily later we
can catch the beat and performed together.

| think the most precious thing | get in this homestay program is the relations with my host family. | was
assigned to HASHIMOTO family at first, however, Mr. HASHIMOTO's mother got hurt and had to stay in hospital. Thus |
was sent to TAKAYAMA family. Both of the family members treated me well. At free time, Mr. HASHIMOTO took me to
visit the flower garden and farm in KUJU. We had a great time there. And TAKAYAMA family took us to OITA city to visit
the “100-yen shop” in order to buy souvenir (OMIYAGE). We visited YUFUIN to have hot spring too...and the food and
beverages at home were really delicious. But the most touching point is that they really care about me. Although my
Japanese is not very fluent, they still tried to talk with me, ask me if | were not feeling well in Japan or homesick; when |
was sick, Mum (OKAASAN) cared about me...I really felt their love in those words and actions as they really treated me as
one of the family member. These made me feel warm.

This program is precious. Not only because it is a once-in-a-lifetime experience, but also for the caring and love
from INUKAL.
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English Summary:
The two weeks in Oita has passed really quickly and every day is just so special and unforgettable.

During these two weeks, we experienced many different Japanese cultures and they are all very interesting to
me. We wore traditional Japanese costumes, had lessons on traditional Japanese drum, visited traditional Japanese
temples...we are just like having an intensive experiential course on Japanese culture. We all enjoyed very much as we
have watched all these traditional Japanese stuff in cartoons since we were small. It is just so much fun for seeing all
these traditions “come true”.

Apart from experiencing Japanese culture, we also had a camp with some Japanese university students. The
camp was awesome. We went to a camp site next to the river and we lived in some wooden houses. The environment
was so beautiful that | loved so much. But what | love more was the time we spent together with the Japanese students.
Some of them were very shy at first but all of them are very friendly and nice. We cooked our dinner together; we shared
games from both Japan and Hong Kong; we even shared our love stories at night. Language is not a barrier for us
anymore as we are all keen on making friends with each other. The time we spent together was really short but | am sure
that our friendship will last forever.

The most unforgettable moments during the trip must be the time | spent with my host family. My host dad is a
cute man who is very forgetful. He is very nice just like my grandfather. My host mum is very funny. She likes to joke very
much. Both of them treated me very well during the two weeks and | just feel like being part of the family. | enjoyed
chatting and watching television with them at night. Although my Japanese is not very good, they are very patient to try
to listen to and explain many things to me. During weekend, they took me to different places to go sight-seeing. We even
went to hot spring together. | know that they are actually quite busy with their work; however, they still spend a lot of
time with me and | am really touched by their hospitality. Apart from my host mum and dad, their daughters are also very
friendly to me. They usually accompanied us during weekend and we had a lot of fun together!

Although | do not know much about other host families, | can still feel their unity in organizing this trip. They are
all very willing to offer help to each other. For example, when my host mum and dad are not available to take care of me,
other families will welcome me to join them. The bonding within families is very strong in this exchange organization. This
makes everyone of us feel a lot of warmth during our trip. | am so glad that | joined this exchange programme and meet
everyone during this summer. | hope that one day, | could go back to Oita and visit my host family and this beautiful place
again.
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English Summary:

The programme was a short-term cultural exchange for me to live and study abroad. | love Japan. However, | did
not have a chance to go toJapan as | was afraid of speaking Japanese. After entering in the programme, | met with local
Japanese family and university students. It was a chance for me to bond with them from a different culture. | could learn
Japanese through speaking and listening to them. | tried to communicate with them and they guided me to visit cultural
sites and have cultural experiences particular to those regions in Oita. | began to take part in their daily lives. | was
pleased the programme was aimed at establishing relationships and networking opportunities between Hong Kong
students and Japanese. | also added my family facebook and promised when they come to Hong Kong, | will be their tour
guide. | therefore will try hard to learn Japanese. When | met with them, | understand that Japanese is never too late to
learn!
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English Summary:

| cherish the opportunity that | can take part in this short-term home stay programme in Oita Prefecture, Japan. |
cannot imagine that | was chosen to be one of the candidates as‘l only studied Japanese for two months. It is a hard
decision to make to come to Inukai-machi as | had internship opportunities at that moment. | chose to come not because
it worth a buckle in my curriculum vitae, but to learn something other than my major. | found that | had made the right
decision at the end of the home stay programme.

In the past two weeks, | enjoyed the lifestyle that would not happen in my birthplace, experiencing new cultures
and learning Japanese words and slang. What | harvest after the programme is more than | expected. It is not merely a
trip from Hong Kong to Inukai-machi, but a vision-broadening experience. My perceptions towards various things are
changed and | am grateful to receive such positive transformations.

There is a say that ‘The journey has ended yet another journey has begun’. | would say that this is true to

describe myself after the programme. | sincerely thank staff giving me the chance to take part in and people | met when |
stayed in Japan.
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English Summary:

One of my goals of learning Japanese is living in Japan. Finally, in this summer, | get this chance. Going to
exchange program, we should bear in mind our goal of the program. Mine is to strengthen my Japanese and to know
more about Japan. My Japanese is not on a very high level, | tried to communicate with my family with the help of a
blackboard and a pen. Participating different classes, | could learn traditional Japanese culture. Especially in ‘Kadou’, |
able to wear ‘Jinbei’ and tried to in a traditional way with bending legs. In ‘Chadou’, | learnt various manners. | could also
learn at home. The best way of understanding the culture is experiencing the life of local people. Parents were very kind
to me. They would prepare food for me even if they do not usually have. They really treated me as their real son. Thank
you for all they did for me. | promised that | will come back to ‘Inukai’ one day. After these two weeks, | became more
confident in speaking Japanese and understand more about japan. | am glad that | can take part in this program.
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English Summary:

It has been weeks after | have came back to hong kong, but the memories in Japan are still fresh. The most
important thing is that | noticed to what extent | could communicate with the Japanese. Also, | found that Japanese were
kind and polite as expected. This is really amazing for a nation that the citizens were so warm like that. | have learnt
many things from this home stay program, so | hope that this program can continue forever such that more students can
experience an memorable summer vacation.
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English Summary:

| have to say that this is the best program | have ever attended in my life. | will never forget about it! | love
Inukai!

At first, | was nervous and afraid that my Japanese was not good enough. However, the moment | met my father
at the airport, | knew that we would have a wonderful time together. He seemed so gentlemen and kind. Just like what |
thought, | had the best time of my life with them! We went on camp with the Japanese university students, studied
Kadou and Sadou, visited different companies, watched Kagura and even rode horses. During the vacation, my family and
| went to Kagoshima and saw the volcano. People there were so nice that | couldn’t stop thanking them. | will never
forget the time my father and | drank beer together, my mother and | cooked dinner together, my brother and | played
TV game together, and the beautiful starry sky of Inukai. | love this place so much that | have to come back one day. |
thank this program so much that | can meet all the people there. | wish | could work in Japan one day, and tell all the
people | know about how wonderful this small city is.
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English Summary:

| am not exaggerating, but every, really, every Japanese I've met since | arrived, is so nice and friendly. Greeting
is a must in japan. What | can observe these days, is that they really emphasize the bonding between each household.
They help each other. They thank each other. They gather together to achieve something, like this homestay program. It
is never easy to hold a big program like this. The program lasts for more than 2 weeks and it is not just about allocating
students to different families. It includes parties, lessons and a camp with local Japanese students.

It is my honour to stay with OKAMOTO family in these 2 weeks. My brother, WATARU, is one of the persons
initiating the camp. Therefore, the whole family is in charge of the program. The camp is a real success. They did it not
only by their own effort, but every family of the program. | experienced how they borrow rice cookers, kitchen utensils
house by house, how they rush from morning to night during those 3 days, and how they clean up the whole campus
after the camp. Everything is so well-prepared that when you wake up in the morning, the tea from the water dispenser
is still cold. They should have already replaced the old one before anyone wakes up.

Japanese students clean up everything before they leave the house. You can see how responsible the Japanese
are when you really live with them. | really have had much fun in japan. Despite there is language barrier, | can feel the
warmth by heart. How can one cook, drive, plan everything for you without even a word of complaint? For my family,
they still take great care of me even when they are very tired. My father, mother and brother have their own job, but
they spend their leisure time, or even rearrange their schedule to take me out. | am really impressed. It should be one of
the best memories in my life.

33



BEEAR

FRIFR AL BR300 EEEEEIRRE . &E& IR BREI HAEEA S —RENZGE L - Lp R
EEIEEEFEREERT HENZX » S5l » —SBIE 2SR BRAvVETEIH - BEE R
B R4 RIS EC F B ClE 7 H/SIevH)s - 50 > JA5S B Chloe THERF_ETRFFHIRIREIR
2 FEEDE o R TERE A A EESOE N B A DUS R R R - AT RIS P
B & A SIS0 EART > (HRAMF B DRI IR - R > BRSAMBE S AR THEIKERE
50 FEVIRHELS T - LfURERos > )RR - 2 TSR > Chloe IV EFERECALE T > EHATA
FHSHENE LR mRte s - (B EAHECHE TSR] - Hi—Z] > BIR 2 EEBL S AR —ALENBES

AR UIRIEE - TR A CHAVR AN EERFE AR Y - BEFEER -

HEEH > TERBERERE - RNHFLEAAR > WEARGEEAE - RFEER TS - METTHA
REMERIFIREESA L - A REMTEE T BE - WPIEFZAC T TN - W E R 50 SRR A
5% - iR - B EBERINEARS ASBRER LRI FHIRE > R EEER - L ARSRES g1 gl
HCRETIAETTEEA T - G GRS T2 GEEEEMEIE Tl > S FRAUbAEZRTATE
HEERMBE S ARETK (BLSAFEREIRY - RILHERT) - #RELHMAKEE - BEES A
PR - e T > ARHEEF RAMR L - BRSO RIS - DB TR - #EAAR
WHSRE N ARMFES AT - EREERAMN M EERAEES - FHE L ARENETEHC » B—EFERE
EAPRARGAVIRA E] - AR FEM ERSHEERIELEH N EE C o B FIE R EER - S BIRFMRESRE - fran—
I RERENATEHRIBHITFERES > MVHEEB L S ATAEBER S A CARHEETREC TR ERHIHE]E -
SUESESE « RAEAEMREN - SHEEEERE TARIYAETS - FEME BRI - B RS ABIFI5 T - E{ERARE
BERERZAC - BEES ANKENEFIAR - MRIEIRPT - JAERE A SCEEIBEEY T N5, o350 - BHFTERER - ¥
RABEVEZ—EEN - EFGEEREER > SNREFBLSA > BRI ARG PER > ARG 5% 0 BE
IR > — AR SEABERIVESE - iYE H RMEEREAVR TSR - BEES AFF T UEKR
RAVELEAE > Rt E 5k —EaE R B & A  EAREEGHIHAREA—fE - 2% > BEBSAZ
PErEESE - PR —EBE AT PERE R T E - BEERE - BE A - BRRER -

F—RN R RV R SIESRE - AR RARE R - R/ A EX - HAREEEE - 2K
B EAFEBTIZRER - WS KIESHER T - RIORATERRGHRE - B85 —RAERSEAHRRR
Ko BEES AMIRENTIBRA SGIEAZ > BafE ERER—EER BRI AGEHTHRBL S AGHEGERLT
HCE > IR Z SEEIAIZ - BARINA T B S ARV —35  IESGES - RIRALHZCR—LfA 5 - TERH
MR - HCERNVEERSY » +oEHEE -

FEK 0 BRI AETREZNWREGE) N —— 7 —FG R RERE &5 - FAE
—{E{E#EHY Campsite > {HEE RT3 RE - BRI KRR —FGEAEA RS ERENRE - &
K H—EEKE HAZEARHTREA: fe—r 2 5 EENIMNHIZRTARANATAT » FfT—Fia—=IRER - ATRKE
RERR > R (EFHIGPEREAR - IR — L 0 AR 7O - ERRREARRE  HEHISRZHTH
SEMEZEE © TEV ) ERARKETSMREL 82K 0 S0 B E —HEFRIR - — BRI AR Ry T
ATTRFEMT —8AE - B> BERFEOEIMENT - FEHRSEEE - RVERA T EREIREPHUEE -
MBI TIRZ & Ocamp HYBERL - MFIE T FefIBr H ARIHEERL - AR A /) R EER 2 KR/ 57
Y - i b FANZEIGERE - BT T —EEARE - BEMRZEREN  BERNEEBERRIERKARES
Y > ATFEB 2 AVEIRE > BT A RRFEYEL - ALEE-H A - T80 DU TR K §ES 73t & jE
BB - 1R BB T Light Pen > FARHARF A VEARE DA Light Pen > MTETE S EPUEIR B - &
Kif b > Winkki 5o 4281 Kitty Je 288 BOARE] - P3RBT BEMI2crs - BAHARZREFEESE K TIRAA R -

FIURFEE > WAEDTRIUE - BEOTHIKEE R - ERNR AEHIR 08k - BRI BAECH
A K ik > BRI R ERIERAPT TOK o RABFT—REAETRIZ T —(HHE AR EE R RFCHIEE - mE
BRI - PoTZHE — (8 (5 HY ATRARR o3RRS eI R ED oy o S R e > HAR KR B ORI E SR E A A
W o NP AT R TG ERVECIDRE SRR o Y SR A SORE R ILEE - B LA ECHRE 0y

34



BR > FEAMRERAYER,  QEFEEFRLETY  FEEFHREEEERMm - —Fth  BREE: - mY
EEEL A LR 0 T ERES - &K 0 BRI —88E 0 —BIZERE B E R TOB% - fF
hES  ERAREM T IHRE A G o ol REERSRE RO KGR L FERE - &K - TWITE RS 7 e > stE—
oh HARER AR ARG A R - BEIE AT T ERVEIE: - —FiRIREN KR EREE O - EESH TEIR » &7k
I & RARFEIES NHREE OIS, » T aARA o & Rk L I X[EE]) N—/—7 > RE—#EIr Light
Pen » N iR zE £ VURF A7 HEE. o

ERECRHY B ARIR A M S 5% - BB ARG E R R PSIMCENRE - M5 LeRkiE > £
TAREULRAVRE > AL T LT EFRENGOEARN—E - MT—bita L TT0E - #— R aEEEss
BRAIER > B3R IRAIEE SR P By AR AR T (ER R AR - ZIREINE - BRGSO - (F
B HARHYHGAS > FAe TR =MU0r 8 - EIEAYREA G - B X & A REBSTERE WA » HEES
B Ry 17 H AR AN A (A8 - SR AR RS INER - &P EARSAE - Pl - B2 R
HIEGEE - RANE TSN - ML 0> SAFITRPRER - R EEEE - 355 0 o] -

FARNHREFERE  TETIRE - —FHRRFIESE A IRT B LIREBAIR T HREG - BERK
PIEARRG R PR BN LA BRHEE » RARL T EGE - 2% > WMTE TRMKEVREEDL - #ER
PR EHVE T PR Z /KA RIS - & IRV 5 R HER IS DT - JefI 2T — 8 —T HAVEBEEE - T35k -
PENARIRME T RAGRAE > WEARS A EAERAEY) > P2 - s - AL 2 DIH Tl -
LR G R IR R —5 - REFGERE - EMES EEEBEASEER - &k - KO8 7EH
g > BEAHITEBIEERE - RIS - HEARSHARLIERTHY > —E+0ES !

FLHBL S ABRES A RHIRRA - ROTERERCERBA -+ B I1 AU R - < A&
15 o AL ERE - IO WHSEE R ERAVEM > AEGECR > BRSNS AEE T
ISR - HAYH0AER - %585 - kM2 TEE - 2 —E+oasavEess -

/\H Paco EREAMIBKL S AFIERITE - WfFIE TORAMDE - 3 - IEIEART > RS LUR KBRS
BAE BRRAES  ARERT - BREZAT T RRHIGE - 2285005 - AR - REERAMBET
TR BIRARE o B BWFIE THIFRR - ERIE TR - BEHRA L > RIAARIER > H
i -

PET R E AR T IEFE M - BTG KRS B A R EIEM =2 B - TR —RE TEEH
PRECEFFRE > SR Fiona FIRERE - M L2 THEHE D - FEER LMERS - FABSGHRAZEERR R
MHE Rk -

B E A S T Fiona Flmagkill > FITEAVRESS - RnEREEA > B8 - A5 HME AR ISR
foEsTE > HETTRIE - PRBL S ARACEEFERERR D - W0 E - mEHREOIEEEE - AU
RE > —RREF - N EERBE > R YARE -

P2 N ARIRBADCE S T BRI, - ARIEEAEE R - Baasem R PiEE > wfE
REIFEANARAT > MERRAIRARRME THSTHIH— A RO R T Kt 1RIE
HE A I M BRI FTER I E A =R A -

PENAGIR > &Y T ZRIVEREA RN E R - NAEVEEE - WM ERGZEE - XITTHA
HYRpES - i T —8BK > (it e DRVBERDRE - BERURE | AREZ—w# L B BN EE SOV
20 X—HEIEH HHET A © BEAREEEL T H CHIEE  BEEREHE BRI ANBEES AENESEEER T
ZHE % o BEMREIRE - WI—5—REOUEE - L —HEAFEE - EHEELE - oWtk - FREEERE - B
L EABE—FAF—AIEL » @HFEHN/UE - T —58RM - MR ZEARREION 2% - GRS
I THAEE H AN - fEEd > HETERTAECHE - E5E% —RFHIESE - JCERE S —I0kHE

35



-

7g B —SReb A B - (| ELJEE

C SANEE . RAEEHE—
CELAANN

& o Koy HE—EFH - FRlRERKS A—

36



English Summary:

This summer exchange programme is very fruitful and meaningful. Not only did we learn a lot about the
Japanese culture, for example, sadou, kadou, kakura, etc, but we did experience the warmth of Japanese and their
hospitality. Being a host family actually gains no benefits, but they still treated us the best they could. It reminds me what
my teacher told me before, Japanese think from the perspective of the other people instead of centering themselves in
life. | think | am totally connected with my host family, and | will never forget them. Even though the exchange
programme has ended, | plan to visit them in the future, saying “tadaima”to them and once again drink beers and cheer
with them!
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