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Short summary:

[ was my first time to travel to Japan. Therefore, I felt excited and I had a high expectation on this
trip. Fortunately, this trip did not disappoint me. I really enjoyed this trip, especially 11 days in Kapic
Centre. | miss every staff and everything in Kapic Centre. Every staff is very nice. Food in Kapic Centre is
delicious and miso soup is yummy which is better than those in Hong Kong. I also miss the facilities in
Kapic Centre, including the table tennis table and the billiard table because I played table tennis and cue
sports with my friends after having dinner every day. Moreover, I miss my dear classmates. It was my
first time to travel to a foreign country with so many people. We were 18 people in total. It was a
memorable experience for me. I think that [ will not forget everyone and everything happened in Kapic
Centre and Kagoshima even 10 years are passed.

The most memorable experience was the 2-day & 1-night homestay family living experience. My
homestay family members are very kind and nice, even though my Japanese is not fluent, they would try
their best to understand what I was saying patiently. Also, they are generous because they bought a lot
of present to me, including a One Piece manga, a t-shirt, two bottles of transparent Coca-Cola, a pack of
miso soup, two cans of canned fish, three packs of instant noodles and three packs of instant porridge.
Moreover, they knew that I love eating sushi and udon, they brought me to eat sushi as our dinner on the
first day night and eat udon as our lunch on the second day afternoon. Sushi and udon in Japan are very
delicious which are better than those in Hong Kong. What is more, they brought me to go shopping in
AEON and BicCamera on the first day. They introduced local fruit to me. They brought me to travel
around the Kagoshima on the second day, including Ogawano Taki Falls, Kamikawa Otaki Park,
Satamisaki and Takimio Bridge.

Meeting with Kagoshima University undergraduates was also a memorable experience for me.
Kagoshima University students are very nice. We enjoyed the meeting, but the time was too short which
was only about one hour. We have talked a lot of things, including what courses they should take, how
Japanese high school students get into their favorite universities, how many faculties Kagoshima
University have etc. Kagoshima University’s female undergraduates are beautiful. Also, I had lunch at
Kagoshima University’s canteen. [ ordered a chicken curry with rice which is very delicious. I think that
it is better than all canteens at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

It was my pleasure to take part in this Kapic Program. If | have time next summer holiday, I will
take part in this Kapic Program again because I enjoyed every moment in Kapic Centre. [ would like to
have the 2-day & 1-night homestay family living experience again because I can live as a normal
Japanese. Also, taking with Japanese can improve my Japanese efficiently.



2. [EIRS CHAN KING MAN

KAPIC CENTER
REERFELERIK KAPIC HAX MRS, BEIEE T - RAEHEREL SN EAN,
HEE—HARRAZLEBSHEE,

KAPIC, BLZERE FEmBHM T, BEBoNREUSEBRERA —BELENEER, & @A EHE
ok R R —4%, 3 ar S KAPIC CENTER W2 BB R N AEM, HENE R MG R L KHEE
B, #FTIARBLHRMAINERTHZREAEERBNTENYE ., A1 0RE R KAPIC CENTER Mt
fHBE#RF, £% CENTER ZEH MR BEMEAA, IRERIEFUAR, REIMARMAT VFeiE, FHE
H % B 4% KAPIC CENTER,

BrBERNWER, FTHRAAFERETERZENE, EraRMACKMEL P AR R L KAPIC
CENTER, #FSA B L ARMNEEEANREEMZE. H7 KAPIC R A, T KAPIC & Wi-Fi BEE
KEERTE, EEZHWHFENEE FEEE KAPIC BRAL, HRAFTETEAAKHNARARRTET
AAE, [BEMER, SRETRANSHERZMEEL ALER T2 8EE KAPIC W E &M, #flinr &
RE. KB, RES, AhbEEFARNELEHERERE,

HEXERETA, EREIBHNER., KAPIC BWER TR LM, WREXX L, HEFH
RE, EMxBUEENEARNERERMIILEKE, SHE 6 BHE, ZAEELZREMNE HER, &4
AXHR—TF47T 6 NIFmri a2 F R &, EREB G4 F KAPIC W MR EEBRE, ARHE
ReR, AFHEtRE, TOREERERRANRERTXEE & KAPIC WERIMFEARNELE,
tAEEAM. AX—FRE, T4o52E. FE M, KAPIC WEEL T R+ AWEE, % RAEHERE
—RMANMKREZSE, BT e ABEINA, HARKEAE A, BRIEFH FFBH/NEERFE, %
S BT R

® KAPICEBRYENE & (A MERTETZEREKAPICEREEN—F (A)

Be LBy KAPIC, PR E &M LA, AR TERABOBXNER, nEEENEEES —%, fiw
BB R, FEREETERENERRY, THAR FERE. fF/ FHE, WABRTHE, €
BET KAPIC MEAHE, SRR —XEFELTH TR, BERETRE, X eHARAKEE, AWMz
EHRMH KAPIC EREERELTRHREKIKEAELE L, FTIARTWRLERM, FELRMAMOE
BFHEHEERHEEEERE, PMAMAGEERRNERT TS, FAHINBARATRAETE AT,

KAPIC CENTER fh# 2 A TMER R A RMIERBAENWIREAE, ESO0H E &2 BN KAPIC Z W,
EERBEETEAENM T ER —ERERERE, BRERARRDRUII XA, REENEFLEERE
WAFEHY R, PlniE GRS, RERMETNECENER T FEEERA. BERKEMEZAE
TR H EEEE, [EF B KAPIC WB(R, Mo EAeEE g W ER, RUWEZEF+2BEBER
T Bl 5 ] — [6] 28 B 2 3t > AL

® HEKAPICHANEBRBEREI (£) . FMREREmMMANEE (F)
10



Y B BRI )

£ KAPIC 2mst #E +, RUTRETANRERKMURE RN/ NEE, FBEE, ABEUXRTE
X3 SN

gk AEANER, BT BRAANEERRT RS, WBRAT HANEHETREANL A BR
HAWEZRAMEENA, ISR UHDAWEREFHER, FHE - KREREF ML EFE,
BRI MM EHERREN BRI REFZENLT, BN IA—, , BEURENEELEH
B, S2EARNOEY, PRROEMANELES, FNFEFTHEFRRFANTF, BT€EZTE. Hit
FBNE, BARSZIANERE, RHEALZHEIGAANEGR, ZLETHSZ RERMAEAR, REERZFR
%7

TEAMELEE D NENRRY A&k, REEHEETHEBERMERSIT — BB, WikaieEs
RT. BT B ER, AXBBERREKISE, ERECImEERMANZTEF, EEETEMMNK
Fo

RIERTA KAPIC M—Fic THERDAXEERR. ERMABRUERE ENEEBNER, wMi
RERRNEERELE, ©H0REHROEZH T2 2R,

RERRBELEAZNAZ LR, MALRTEGT REFARRM—RIR, THERAA,
KRNI o

o HFEAWAR (L) . AZERRAFHWTHER (F)

Homestay
Homestay B8 8 #h 2 KAPIC 5T E|FEEW— R, BREWMKRE, HERMENXRESKETERE, R

BARKENEARS A—F . BRI EGRE WX EREEN/DE Y —AR, B IATRE @ e R L LR M,
BRMMRRTHRE A TBRENE, RRETATHEET.

& EARX-—XIEDAMRAR!

HMW R R, BHRAFBMEIAZNAERBEE, BXRT ZF2/m7T KAPIC WFAFEZ, FHi
REFBOXMMERHRARRR. HTBREGIE, AR T FTEXEKFLSEFNEREERCET —#
HER, ERRMARERERAY S EH LA M S

BARMAZRER L, CEUASHROIZTHREAMEEE, BEARHERD, AWEE LAMFEK
Ricex, TRELwMEHE, ERLESY, E2EEEmA, EFAMMA—EE—E2EEF. EWEEH
BHAZENREEE, CMAHARTEZLEZT SN EERELAABIRRERE T, KEEAIGHIE
FERRAMAXNBETHEE, F KU HEHRORREZET N,

H A AR € 2| KAPIC WY HEB R+ oA AL BIc T HRE, TERREREAHWERILER
TRERS, Wz BTAERE L—R20E, ARRTAEFHREXSE2ER, AFE
RAFIRER, BB RE T, FEEAFRBE SR,

11



o ZABEBEMXAEE, BB T MHEKE —ARRHE N EER
KAPIC ¥ homestay BEB AR F £ HHF B P mAEY, AXRELEGTARNT AT KEELEERE
W, EREEMHR, MA—RHERMEEENZETERENREE, 2|7 homestay # KMy —Z| B E 1%,
RENBEAZRNHEEREFE BRI EESE L,

o TR THEEKLEENS

B
A+ SR EIN, KAPIC ZHTHATHWELHEE, —AEHRMECZHNIND VIR,
1 7 — K B2 d KAPIC Bk B A S M # 5 o

o KAPICHABSRFEEN B L) FTEHEEC—EETHE (5

EFEINDOVRAF, KAFEMHURERELSGAZNAZE—RitTt. W— K, RMALEERE
BENM, BLEEE0WTRE, R KAPIC B Wi-Fi F% %, EALEEHEL &% LN, AT
Méh%%ﬁ%?%%%%%ﬁ&%f%ﬁﬁ,ﬁ%ﬁ@%%ﬂkﬁ%ﬁ%T,@%&#%ﬁ%%ﬁm%!

° ﬁ&%%%ﬁi%f@< ﬁﬁﬁ%%xmé%Am%¢@Ea% %(%)

AT svd OREKR, RMKN KAPIC HEBEERFIELET. BERMBEZHNHZEREHE
M1, EERMEEFELIN T LENREANEANE, X RRMNL ﬁhﬁ B 7 5K AP A8 2= A o LA
EHHFTRRE XML T, FIURPRERELH, BT RITH. HEHERMNAELAMTFE
—TFHRE—AREL, BOHRE, FURMELEAYMEG T AR ZBF8#E, RUEXFRD K

12



A, FRA AR A ARMA TS, AR E S BTN AR R, FRTRM
R, HMGETS, BB LS — AW AR AKBES, TRAAELFERMRE, THEA
BERERFAREDE A, REYERELRE.

o REFEA LN G RalK
AR RO MBI, MEARKREEFRMAMNRAARER, ELE-EREERT . BER
#®AEY, EREARARNIAX LERELEEZLERTH T E.

Short summary:

This is my pleasure to join in the KAPIC cultural experience programme this year. I am so glad to meet
many new friends during these few days in Kagoshima. They are all very nice and friendly to foreigners,
although we could not understand their Japanese so well, as most of them are using Kagoshima dialects which
have many difference with the Japanese that we have learnt before. But one thing that I never thought is that I
can make friends with the students in the same programme, because most of us have the common interest
and we can understand each other, so we can chat from day to night every single day during KAPIC
programme.

I really enjoy all the activities and the environment there, especially the enchanted views and the
history about Saigo Takamori and his hometown. Since I do not have any historical knowledge about
Kagoshima before, but thanks for the Japanese drama Saigo Don, I am more familiar with all about
Kagoshima now.

In this programme, not only we can experience Japanese tradition and culture, but also provides us a
lot of opportunities to communicate with students from different schools.

This is my first time to experience sado and kimono culture. Before we start, sensei teach us some
basic knowledge about the topic what we learn that day. I have never thought there is a deep meaning on
each step and everything. The most important is those Japanese traditions is not an individual but the whole
aesthetic world of Japan. Just like sado, people are not praising the tea only, also the seasonal dessert that is
served with the tea, the tea cup that we use, the decoration of the room with flowers and painting, and of
course the person who made you the cup of tea. We should always have the gratitude to the things all around
us.

[ am delighted to having the time with Japanese students. I thought we may have some cultural shock
between us. However, due to the internet and globalization, we found that we listen to the same songs, watch
the same drama and cartoons, which is so amazing.

The most unforgettable part is the time spending with my host family. I have been waiting for
homestay for a long time. My host family Mr. and Mrs. Kuroki are so cheerful and caring. They took me
around Kagoshima and tried many Japanese cuisines within these two days, such as ramen from the
restaurant of Mr. Kuroki’s friend, sushi, warming home meal made by Mrs. Kuroki. We have visited
Sakurajima, the great waterfall that appears in the opening of Saigo Don drama and traditional onsen which
are so hard to find in Hong Kong.

Last but not least, we have visit many places following the staff from KAPIC center. Those kinds of
natural views are so calming and refreshing, especially the blueberry garden. We can taste as much as we like
and the ojisan and obasan staff are very friendly.

13



[ believe that my Japanese has boost a lot through this 12-day programme. Hope I can visit
Kagoshima and also Kyushu again! I am absolutely going to watch Saigo Don soon!
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3. [&111) CHAN SHI SUM

It was a pleasure to participate in the KAPIC program, the ten days’ experience was a wonderful cultural
lesson. Never been to Japan before, I was eager to explore the land of new technology, creative ideas, and see
how they speak Japanese in daily lives instead of merely having Japanese lessons in Hong Kong with
nonnative speakers.

25/6

We met up at the Hong Kong international airport without knowing each other, it
was rather nervous and unsure. Remembering the staff from the Japanese Airline
told us that our Japanese cultural study started from the plane, I had high
expectations from the flight. Yet the promised “Japanese experience” from the
flight was simply slightly more Japanese movies and old Japanese songs for
entertainments, Japanese food for dinner and flight attendance who cannot speak
English. Guess it was me expected too much from the airline.

Anyways, after the 4-hour flight, we landed in Tokyo and reached the hotel
nearby. The group decided to grab late-night supper together, thus we had
a chance to get to know each other, finding out that there were some
interesting members and having some fun talk together. After all, the most
: memorable part of that day was that we were in the restaurant late that
night, and the staff pohtely asked us to leave as it was near the closing time. Obviously, we were the rather
annoying kids who kept them busy until the closing time, yet when we were leaving the restaurant, the waiter
guided us out and bowed when the escalator’s doors were closing. That shocked us because we had never
seen anyone older bow to us and we did not think we deserve such nice treatment. This experience gave me a
very first impression of Japanese people which they are actually very polite and with great manner.

26/6

On the second morning, I witness again how polite Japanese are.
Heading to the airport for the flight to Kagoshima, we took the shuttle
bus of the hotel. On the way, a suitcase accidentally fell down making a
great noise, the bus drive immediately apologized; when meeting a red
light, he left the driver seat, making apology and bowing to the suitcase
owner, and did that one more time when the owner was leaving the bus.
I could imagine if such incident was happening in Hong Kong, neither
the bus driver nor the passenger would say a word about it, we just
own it. However, Japanese cares so much and live with superb manner,
they treat everyone else nice.

There was one more fun fact I found on the bus, that Japanese bus
drivers would have a microphone to announce the destinations and
stops in between, which reminds the passengers when to get off the
bus and make sure they reach the correct terminal of the airport. It
was a living bus driver announcing the destinations like a D] instead of

15



pre-recorded mechanical voice of Hong Kong’s transportation. It was novel and reliable.

Then we took a domestic flight and landed Kagoshima, meeting Miss Yoko and going to the KAPIC center.
Before that, we shopped at a local supermarket to buy some daily commodities for the following days. Being
in a Japanese supermarket was an adventure, as there were many fantastic and interesting products waiting
to be explored. For instance, they sell hot dogs filled with fried noodles instead of sausages, new products of
soft drinks with funny favors and providing taste test for the fresh made breads. After that, we went to the
KAPIC Center. In the middle of the journey, we saw few small Japanese style houses like the home of Nobita of
the animation Doraemon, and even more were all kinds of green trees. Enjoying music while travelling
through the woods was a quiet and peaceful moment.

Eventually, we arrived the KAPIC center. After touring around with Miss Yoko, we settled down in our rooms
and had a short orientation of the program, meeting the director and other teachers of the camp.

27/6

It was a day staying in the KAPIC center, preparing for the up-
coming presentations and performance, also learning a few
basic knowledges about home staying. The most interesting
part of all was we had to plan for the sightseeing in the city the
next day. I was very excited to visit the shrines, see some
Japanese crafts and natural views. That night before sunset,
we decided to explore around the KAPIC center, going across
the river and walking towards the lake. Even though we ran
over tons of spider webs and got scared by bees many times in
the dark, it was still fun to hang out with some new met friends, watching full moon and taking photos
together.

R

28/6

We went to the Kagoshima city by ferry from the Sakurajima. The ferry was huge,
there were a floor for car parks, allowing vehicles to travel through the harbor, a
floor with air-conditioning which filled seats and also a small children’s
playground, snacks shop and restaurant. My favorite floors were definitely the top
2 decks. Although those 2 decks had no air-conditioners, the cool wind went-by
brought all the happiness to my face, that was the excitement of travelling across
the ocean. On the top deck, seeing the Kagoshima city moving towards me was
breathtaking, which the Star Ferry going across Victoria Harbor was incomparable.

Arriving the pier, we found the aquarum which we planned to
visit was right next to the pier. Sadly, we had to go and dismiss
at the Central Train Station as provided. We met 2 volunteer
guides who were University students in Kagoshima, one of
them was Chinese and we found him especially intimate and
nice. Since we were divided into 4 small groups to tour around
the city and Mr. Kudamatsu left us to the only 2 guides and
disappeared, we finally travelled together as a whole with the
2 friendly local students. We strolled along the streets and
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realised the city was not that busy comparing to Hong Kong, the skyline was low and the sky was clear.
Together we visited a shrine and an open shopping district.

Next, we splited into 2 teams with parts of us visiting the aquarum and the other parts went sightseeing in the
Sengan-en. | joined the latter team because I was insterested in visiting the glass-making factory near the
Sengan-en. Therefore, we took a tour bus and on our way we saw some of the attractions of the Kagoshima
City, including the Statue of Takamori Saigo, the cave where Takamori Saigo had been in, the seashore where
the Sengan-enlocated in.

Though our Chinese guide told us we could be bored
travelling the Sengan-en and at first glance it was a plain
tradition Japanese style garden, which was not as spectacular
as the photos in the leaflets or as I imagined. However, it was
rather decent and delicate in other sense. In that hot summer
day, paper fans were provided at the entrance, also electric
fans with spraying water were placed in the garden to keep
tourists cool.

All the architectures tells a historical or legeanal or cultrual stories, which provided us a way to dig deeper
into Japan’s culture. There were a historical remains of cannons making, telling us about the times when the
Japanese striked to fight with the Europian countries. There were also shrines for water, mountains and cats,
showing us Japanese admires the Mother Nature, all kinds of natural power or creatures might be one of them
they worship and be thankful of, no matter is water gives us life, mountains gives us habitat, cats’ eyes tell us
times. Other than that, there were kendo house where they exhibit an hour-glass shape wood caused by a
master practising kendo everyday for years. Even though we did not understand kendo and laughed at the
demonstration clip because they exclaimed loud ridiculous sound when practising, we got some idea about
this tradition Japanese martial art.

No only did the Kyokusui Garden and the House provided us a beautiful sceneries for photo-taking, but it also
gave us a scent of the old-time Japan. It was disappointing that we did not have time visiting the glass-making
factory.

29/6

We went to the Kihoku Primary school to give presentations
and hang out with the students. It impressed me that the P.6
students tried hard to speak English for us and they mastered
their school song very well with harmonies and duet. In Hong
Kong's Primary schools or secondary schools, usually there are
4 to 5 classes in each grade, like in Primary 1, we have Class 14,
1B, 1C, 1D. However, in Kihoku Primary School, since it located
in Kagoshima, where is relatively a countryside of Japan, it has
few students. Therefore, there are only 1 class in each grade, it was surprising for a Hong Konger and I can
imagine they would have closer relationships with the same graders than we do in Hong Kong.

Since [ am not a fan of cute children, at first I was worried about dealing with a class of primary pupils. Luckily,
I was arragnged with the P.5 class, they all looked mettled and lively. They friendly brought us to their
classroom, one of them even holded my hand while walking, which slightly warmed my heart. We played
some group games in the classroom and when someone losed, 3 of the classmate could ask the loser any
questions and they went hard on them asking if he/she had a crush on anyone and else. I also told them when
we got lost in games in Hong Kong, we usually give performance like singing or dancing.
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After the game time, the lunchtime bell rang and they quickly got ready for lunch. Some of them wore white
coats, masks and caps on, looking like the one in Japanese animations and leaving the classroom while the
other half rushed to the sank, washing their hands. I followed the team with white coat downstairs to a special
room where they got their lunches, which was a big pot of rice and soup and so on... unlike Hong Kong having
individual lunchboxes. Each of the students got a tray and collected a bowl of rice and soup, a plate of 4 tofus
and a carton of milk and back to their seats, waiting for everyone to settle down patiently. It was funny that
right after the supper greeting "itadakimasu", some of them were excited to add/ drop their amount or rice
and tofu. Also, they would wash the carton and disassemble it after meal for recycling. Moreover, they carry
toothbrush with them to brush their teeth after lunch.

Chating with the children was inspiring, they were pure and straight
forward, somehow reminding me of myself back in the days and made me
feel a bit of relief from the stress of becoming an adult. It was really
confortable to talk with them as they were keen and eagerly wanted to
communicate with guests, thus they paid close attention to understand
my thoughts despite my Japanese was not fluent. Helping me a lot with
getting and diposing the lunch, they even gave me souviners of their
drawings and crafts. [ was really pleased and thankful for having the

chance to visit them.

Reluctantly leaving the Primary school, we were back to Kapic Center to meet some secondary students.
Apparently, they were more mature, presenting us about their schools, which was slightly different from
Hong Kong's, for example the drama club's preformance impressed me the most which the girl speaked the
same line with all kinds of different emotions and changing from one to other quickly, that was professional.
In comparasion, my secondary school drama club was amateur.

30/6

The 2-days homestay experience started, we met out host
family with worriness and feelings of unsure, especially my
host Mr. Matsumoto who looked serious at first. However, 1
had a lot of fun time with him and his wife. [ had tried many
new things, including having lunch in a restaurant for nagashi-
somen (flowing noodles) with an amazing view of a big
waterfall, visiting Mr. Matsumoto’s friend’s resort to enjoy the
magnificiant view of the sea and Sakurajima, going to Onsen
(hot spring) with Mrs. Matsumoto. Those were some

i incredible memories and experience in the homestay trip. I still remember that
night we had barbecue at the balcony, a friend of Mr. Matsumoto who was an
English teacher came over. Since they had never been to Hong Kong, I shared
some tipbits about Hong Kong and we had a very enjoyable conversation about
Kagoshima, Cantonese, our own stories...

1/7

Mr. and Mrs. Matsumoto were teachers of Karate, thus I went to the tournament of
Karate with them, meeting another very nice parents. Frankly, watching karate
competition the whole day was rather boring, yet chatting with others using the
Japanese sentense structures and volcabularies I learnt and knowing more about
karate, Japanese fun facts and other’s stories were the fun part. I ended up
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spending the monrning and afternoon in the stadium, going back to the KAPIC center in the evening. I had
brought Mrs. Matsumoto to tour around the campus, seeing someone fishing by the side of the river. Not
knowing there were actual fish swimming in that jet stream, I was surprised that they caught a big fish
approximately 13 inches. At night, all the host family and participants came back to the KAPIC center and we
gathered up for dinner, sharing our memories. We danced the J-pop song “Fortune Cookies” for the host
families and they seemed enjoying it, but when we sang the Japanese originated song “E{&[#” for them,

they did not get a clue. That was a fly in the ointment.
2/7

The typhoon was striking and luckily we were staying indoors in the KAPIC center the whole day,
experiencing one of the Japanese art, sado that day. First, we saw the demostration of how the ceremony is
supposed to be done. Then, we learned about the settings of the room, how to greet with different people in
some conditions, enjoy a bowl of tea with all the correct manners and eventually made a bowl of tea for our
friends. Those were precious experience of learning about Japanese culture, sado is an extremely delicate art,
each and every steps or movements were planned, they were smoothly done but detailed. Although sado was
a ceremony for serving guests with tea, it contains deep spirit inside, helping to clear one’s mind and to
concentrate on one’s thoughts. Nonetheless, | was curious about some silly facts, for instant, every time they
fold their handkerchiefs in a specific way to wipe the tools, it would easily transfer the dirts from one tool to
others as there were only one spot of the handkerchief touching the tools. Then that defeated the purpose of
wiping them, was it an elegant but not practical way to fold the handkerchief with the same method? Also, I
was interested in how and why those detail steps were invented, what was the meaning behind? Was the
complexity merely for appreciations or it served for some purpose?

3/7

Due to the typhoon, we unwillingly woke up earlier to take the bus travelling to the Kagoshima city instead of
ferry. This time not for sightseeing but for visiting the Kagoshima University. It was sad that their university’s
students would have lectures in spite of typhoon and heavy rains, unlike Hong Kong, students and officers
love to take breaks when having No.8 typhoon and heavy rains.

We gave a brief presentation about our University and Hong Kong,
seemed they were surprised about the topic of “sub-divided flats” in Hong
Kong. After presentation, we were divided into groups to chat with the
local students. Being university students with similar age, we found it
easier to talk to them. No matter it was about Hong Kong’s or Kagoshima'’s
university students’ lifestyles, our passions, how we spend our free time,
we felt closely connected. Nevertheless, we had too little time gathering
before they had lessons.

-

Fortunately, two guys from the other group had no lesson afterwards had lunch together with us. Different
from CUHK, their canteen was small and had little choices of food, it was either curry or noodles. Perhaps, we
were only visiting a tip of icebreg of their university, not seeing other substaintial canteens. After lunch we
took a look in the small-scale bookstores beside, there were textbooks of almost every subjects, and even
novels and autobiographies of famous people. Starting to rain which stopped us from further exploring the
university and for the time-being, we left to [&J%1if for learning about one of the local specialities of Kyushu---
the Karukan, a kind of confection made by steamed rice and Japanese yam. Also, we visited F¥3£ D H and

AEON department store afterwards.

4/7
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At the morning, we finally had the chance to visit the Folk museum. The staff
kindly spoke slowing, making it easier for us to catch on his speech. He told us to
complete 2 tasks there that morning: first, to try on any folk custome from the
hanging cars; second, to write down our wishes for Tanabata and tie it on the
bamboo tree. It was funny that many girls chose to put on Chinese cheongsam

customes, but I saw a green dress with white lace by
the side on the other hanging car, thinking it was
Western style dress and I was obessed with it. Asking
the staff if I could try it on, I was told that it was
Japanese Lolita style custume. Either way, it was a cute
dress and I loved it, wish I could have taken more

photos with it.

After taking a group photo, we had to return the custumes and move on to writing
the wishes. Some of us wished to gradurate with 1st honor, some wrote about
earning a lot of money, some wanted to get a boyfriend or girlfriend. Our wishes
filled the bamboo tree and decorated it colourfully.

When we were back to the center, we wrote the Tanabata wishes again with the =

children from the nursery school. That was ironic listening to the kids’ dreams

about wanting to be Ninja, Pretty Cure, soccer coaches while we being realistic and
not sure about our future.

In the afternoon, we gathered at the washitsu and learned about the Japanese
kimono. | never knew there were so many types of kimono fitting with different
circumstances. For sure the fun part was trying to put on the kimono ourselves, |
felt like being an onion, wrapping by layer after
layer of fabric. Nevertheless, the outcome was
satisfying, it looked gorgeous and I figured out
that wearing those pairs of special socks kept us
from hurting when kneeling, maybe that was the
reason of the teachers of sado could keep
kneeling for that long.

We also enjoyed the teachers performing the traditional dance,
showing the elegancy that the kimono could exhibit.

Finally the weather that night was fine and the rain paused, we
went out after sunset to set off some mini-fireworks together.
Though we were surrounded by insects, lettlng off the sparlers
was amusing, the sparks came out § 3
of the fountain type firework was
dazzling like a christmas tree,

leaving a memorable night for our trip.

5/7

This was the last day of the camp and we went sightseeing in the prefecture.
Visiting 2 shrines which were famous for guarding academy results and love,
followed by having lunch by the seaside. Hiked a while for overlooking the
splendid waterfall from up above, also picking fresh blueberries from a local
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blueberry farm. Although blueberries were in season, it counted on our luck to pick a sweet one instead of a
sour one like a roulette. Going back to the KAPIC center, we had our closing ceremony. Getting our certificates,
it implied the end of our journeys.

Short summary:

It was a very unique and unforgettable trip for learning Japanese culture. Merely staying in Hong Kong
and attending lectures could never gain such experience, it was a program worth joining because we got many
chances to apply our learnt Japanese and only those Japanese to communicate with native speakers. Hence, we
could review what we had studied, gain new vocabularies and most importantly understand the cultural
knowledge behind the language. In this process, I realize what I was taught was only basic concepts, Japanese
people do not speak like the content of a textbook, for instance, we learnt about the -masu form from the
courses, yet native speakers use plain form in daily lives.

Furthermore, Japanese were very caring, when I first saw an equipment in the toilet which played
sound of flowing water when sensing someone seated on the toilet bowl, I did not know its function and felt
annoyed and strange. Yet thinking about it, I realized that was used to cover the sound of us using the
bathroom. Indeed that was embarrassing but normally we just let it be and do nothing about it, but Japanese
do care, even that was a tiny matter. Perhaps it was the motivation of making novel and interesting products.
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Short summary:

It was my pleasure to join this unique KAPIC program. Honestly, | have been to different part of Japan
for many times already, like Tokyo, Osaka and Fukuoka ... All of them are great and beautiful cities, this is my
first time to see the other side of japan, which is more ‘local’. Unlike Tokyo, in Kagoshima (especially in
Kanoya), there is no fancy retail shop, not to mention any great tourist spot, but I can really feel and
experience a true Japanese s daily life from garbage disposal to transportation, eating to entertainment.

During the programme in Kagoshima, [ see a lot of different social problem occurring in those small
cities. Aging population is one the clearest problem, in Kanoya, I saw the number of elderly people is far more
than teenager and Mr. fj[I7#/1] also told me that the population of his own town is decreasing drastically from
4000 to 1500 in just a couples of years. It means more and more people are leaving the town and move to big
cities and this is also the problem of Japan, Urban-rural gap. We See there are a lot of great cities in Japan but
those small cities have been forgotten. Also, this was a great opportunity for me to practice my Japanese,
through communicate with university student, home stay family and also secondary student, my Japanese
improved a lot in speaking as well as writing since we need to write a dairy in Japanese every day. After this
programme, not only Japanese friend, I also know a lot of people who love Japanese culture just as I do from
CUHK, and we have made a good relationship.
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Short summary:

Ever since I was young, | have been attracted to the country of Japan and its culture in various ways.
This has led me into studying Japanese in my first year of university, thereby granting me the opportunity to
participate in this year’s KAPIC program. [ have always wanted to take part in an exchange program to Japan
so as to learn more about the Japanese culture and interact with its people, therefore this program was truly
a dream come true, and has undoubtedly left me a remarkable experience this summer.

During our 11 days at KAPIC, we experienced a wide variety of activities, including exchange with
local students, homestay, cultural exploration, site-visits, etc. Each and every activity was well-organized and
interesting, at the same time allowing us to utilize the Japanese we learnt in class in our everyday lives. For
instance, we exchanged with three different local schools, from primary school to university, and each
exchange gave us a totally refreshing experience as we have to interact with local students of different ages.
For primary school students, we had a lot of fun as the kids were adorable and we mainly played games and
exchanged performances with them. Secondary school and university exchanges were more conversation-
based, since we had to sit down and chat on different topics in groups for about an hour, thereby fully
facilitating our use of the Japanese language, while learning more about the school life of local students.

Homestay was another major event in the KAPIC program, as we spent an entire weekend with our
respective host families. It was worrisome at first, since I did not know if my Japanese was proficient enough
to communicate with them for two full days. Luckily, my host family Arima san was nice and they actively
sought topics to chat and interact with me, allowing me to get along with them pretty well. They also took me
to visit a variety of places. On the first day, we went to a public pool to swim as one of the children has regular
swimming lessons there. I also got to experience karate at night with them, which was very exciting. The next
day we drove to Kagoshima city and visited a local museum that exhibits different types of animals and
insects commonly found in that area. We also rode on a ferry to the nearby Sakurajima, where we were able
to closely admire the beauty of the Sakurajima volcano. Despite the two days were short, [ was glad to be able
to experience the daily lives of a local Japanese family and even became friends with them. I sincerely hope
that we will meet again soon, perhaps when they come visit Hong Kong in the future.

Throughout the program, we also had two opportunities to explore Japanese culture, which were tea
culture and kimono experience. Although we only had limited time to learn the complex knowledge and
origin behind, we got to experience and understand the meticulousness of Japanese people, especially in tea
culture, as they focused on each single step with great attention-to-detail. Kimono-wearing was also another
rare experience for us, and we were so grateful that we could take a lot of photos with the different colours
and fashions of kimono.

All in all, this KAPIC program granted me a valuable opportunity to not only utilize and improve the
Japanese language I learnt at school, but more importantly enabled me to interact with local Japanese
students and families, as well as experience the distinct culture in their everyday lives. I also enjoyed a
wonderful time with other CUHK participants, as we spent our 11 days and nights at KAPIC together. All of us
truly became good friends with one another. Thank you KAPIC for providing me with such an unforgettable
experience this summer, and [ hope I can participate in other Japan exchange programs in the future.
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Short summary:

This was a very fruitful exchange program that [ have ever joined. In this program I have experienced
many Japanese traditional cultures, like Japanese tea ceremony, wearing Japanese traditional clothes, and
experiencing traditional festival Tanabata on 7th July. Kagoshima and Kapic center are surrounded by
beautiful nature. The night sky in Kagoshima is very beautiful and is different from that in Hong Kong. When
sun set, you can easily observe stars from the sky.

Apart from experiencing Japanese traditional culture, the most precious and rare part of this trip is
homestay which I can hardly experience in self travel. In self-travel, I can hardly train my spoken Japanese as
nobody talk with me in Japanese; however, through homestay, I can always talk with the host families in
Japanese. In addition, | have learned so many things about them and about Japanese from the communication
with them, like some Japanese vocabularies, and how they think about Hong Kong. The homestay families are
very nice. Though it was raining all the time, luckily it was not too heavy so that we could more or less stick to
the plan which my homestay family has spent time to set.

The next thing that I also cannot experience through self-travel was visiting Japanese primary school
and university to interact with local students. Though the time may be a little bit short, but [ have had a fun
time spending with Kagoshima primary students and university students and we have learned many things
from one another. On the other hand, we have also met Kagoshima secondary school students and interact
with them. Through the interaction with students in Kagoshima, [ have learned many things about school life
in Japan and have learned many things about them.

Kapic Center is surrounded by mountains and trees, and there was no convenient shops and
restaurant around the center. Though, the staff in Kapic Center were very nice and the meals there are very
good there. As it is rural area there, the internet signal there is bad. Nonetheless, there was an entertainment
room and we can play table tennis at night instead of playing smartphone.

Last but not least, this short-term exchange program really helped improve my Japanese level and
enhance my understanding of Japanese cultures. Learning Japanese from textbook is really different from
practicing Japanese in Japan. Some knowledge from textbook may be a little bit outdated and may not be often
used in Japanese daily life; but through this exchange program, I have learned how and what Japanese will say
in their daily lives and I could practice my Japanese. In Hong Kong, rarely I can talk with Japanese or people
who speak Japanese using Japanese. This is why this short-term exchange program is very meaningful and
things learned from here was very practical. Also, [ have learned a little bit Kagoshima dialect and realized not
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many locals are speaking dialect nowadays in Kagoshima, especially those who are young. If there is another
exchange program like this, [ will definitely join again!
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Short summary:

It's the first time I went to Kagoshima. Before going to Kagoshima, I thought there is just like
Kumamoto or Miyasaki, but Kagoshima is much more barren than that two places. KAPIC Center is in the
Kanoyashi. There have no buses, mtr, they just have cars. Everyone in that city know how to drive cars,
because they need to. Not like Hong Kong, when hongkongers need to go shopping in supermarkets, they will
take buses or mtr, or just walking because many one have shops near their home. But not like the people live
in Kanoya, they go anywhere need to drive cars by themselves, because they don’t have another choice.

In the KAPIC Center, because it is in the very inside of Kanoya, we always can’t connect Wi-Fi. That
make us very uncomfortable, and we only bring poker. Luckily, we have borrowed “passer montanus” from
the culture museum in KAPIC Center. So after dinner everyday, we will go to canteen together, playing poker,
“passer montanus”, and talking. Playing with our groupmate is the most satisfying function in this trip.

But when I talk about the most meaningful part in this programme, I will definitely choose Homestay
part. I love my homestay family, they treating me so nice. They bring me to eat Nagashi Soumen and bring me
to the Jinjia which near the beach. The view is so beautiful. Afterwards, they bring me to watch their little
daughter practising Jazz Band. When we arrive they school music room, the teacher of the Jazz Band, who also
is the conductor of the Band, told me that they have prepared a little show for me. I am so shocked! They have
played Conan’s theme song and two more symphony for me. I am so touched. This is the first time that
someone played some songs which is only for me.

And for the dinner, the family invited many their friends to eat with me. They have made many food for
us. Takoyaki, yakisoba, karaage...Those are very yummy. I loved it so much. In the two days of homestay
programme, [ used Japanese to talk with them only. So I can feel my Japanese have much more fluent then
before. I am so happy with that! So when I have graduated in university, I wanna go to working holiday in
Japan for improving my Japanese. Hope I can finish this dream!

Generally, in the KAPIC programme, I have met many new friends, and really improved my Japanese,
this is the happiest thing I got in this programme. Hope I am stay connect with my Homestay Family, also my
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new friends met in KAPIC programme. This is a very good experience in my whole life, I think I will not forget
in the future. If I can have one more chance, [ hope I can join this programme with the same people once more.
And hope I can have one more exchange chance in my university life, since I am already a year 4
student...Hope I can fulfill my dream!
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Short summary:

KAPIC is a twelve day long short term exchange program. The wide range of activities deepened my
appreciation for Japanese culture and gave me ample opportunities to practice speaking Japanese.

During the trip, we stayed in KAPIC center located next to Lake Osumi. It reminds me of the youth
hostels in Hong Kong, except the rooms are cleaner and there are individual toilets. The Wi-Fi is pretty much
non-existent, but in some sense this was a benefit, as it encouraged most of us on the tour to interact with one
another. Never did we hide in our own rooms after dinner - we always went to the canteen to write in our
diaries, chat and watch TV.

We were given the opportunity to interact with students from kindergarten through university. Clearly,
each time the activities were different but nonetheless enjoyable. For example, with the kindergarten children,
we had a mini Tanabata celebration where we sang and wrote our wishes on colorful paper. With the primary
school children, after presenting to them an introduction to Hong Kong and performing AKB48’s Koisuru
Fortune Cookie, we were grouped into threes and sent off to spend time with children in different year levels.
[ was with the Primary 2 children, who were all super friendly and willing to let me join their games. I
especially enjoyed speaking to the university students. It was funny that we bonded over Western and Korean
idols, and of course, food!

On top of these, there were also activities designed to help us learn about Japanese culture. One that I
especially enjoyed was the Kimono wearing session, where we were taught to put on our own kimonos. The
only thing I used to appreciate about kimonos were their vibrant pattern, but after experiencing how hard
putting on the kimono itself can be, I realize that that itself is an art.

A highlight of this trip is the two days one night homestay. As someone who only finished Japanese II, I
don’t think I would be confident enough to join a homestay that’s two weeks long, therefore, the duration of
this is just right. The Amaris were my host family. Although they mostly kept with their weekend schedule,
they still made an effort to bring me around Kanoya. We visited places like the Rose Garden and the Army
Museum. It was really special that their eldest daughter, Rin, was also 19 years old like me, and even though
communicating wasn’t easy, we tried our best to express ourselves. Coincidentally, the night I stayed at their
home was also the night of the eldest son's football team's graduation ceremony. One might expect that an
occasion with both adults and teens would be awkward, but both parties were actually having fun, the adults
drinking lots of alcohol. Some aspects were even more fun than what you would see in Hong Kong - for
example, there was a special session within the ceremony reserved for giving the team “three cheers” and at
the end, everyone lined up to make a long human arch so that the guests could leave.

This unforgettable trip definitely boosted my confidence in speaking Japanese and gave me extra
motivation to continue my studies. I would certainly recommend it to students with similar abilities in
Japanese as myself.
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Short summary:

It is my pleasure to join this program, not only for improving Japanese proficiency, but also
creating great memory. The 12-days program can be divided to four parts, including Kagoshima
sightseeing, homestay, communicating with students and lessons of Japanese culture.

It was the first time I visited Kagoshima. Although we were not quite satisfied with some
arrangement of schedule, we all enjoyed visiting the aquarium, Arahira Shrine(F7 FAK$H#) and
Kamogawa Otsuka Park(i/I| A&/ & ). 1 think Kagoshima is a little different form metropolis like
Tokyo or Osaka. However, it would be a suitable place for citizen who want to relax.

The most unforgettable part must be homestay. I could live with Mr. and Ms. Moriyama and their
adorable daughter risa. All of them were nice, and sometime will speak English to help me. Seldom did I
visit the beach in Hong Kong. This time, we spent great time on the beach to play game. Seeing the
endless sea, I felt relaxed. Backing home, they let me try Japanese cuisine like Somen and Okonomiyaki.
Also, I tried to made pancake and Kakigori(7» Z 7K, Japanese shaved ice dessert) by myself with risa. On
the following day, we visited the Historical Museum of Kanoya Air Base. The exhibits and contents were
thought provoking for me.

In this program, we had to communicate with Japanese, ranging from kindergarten children to
adult. Each time, we had to perform and introduced Hong Kong. It is hoped that they can get a rouge
understanding of Hong Kong after our presentation. Actually, I was not confident enough to speak in
Japanese, but the people I have met encouraged me patiently. Even I have said something wrong or
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strange, they would try to guess my idea and help me to express. It made me feel more relax to talk.
During visiting Kanoya Shiritsu Kihoku Elementary School, it was found that primary school students
were independent and clever. Besides speaking and listening, we had given lot of opportunity to write
Japanese too. It was because we need to hand in Japanese diary every day and thank you letter to the
homestay family.

Moreover, we had lessons about Japanese tea culture and Kimono (Japanese traditional
costume). Both of them were quite complicated and difficult for me. Nevertheless, I think it is still
important to inherit those traditions. [ must express admiration to the teachers. Without their help, we
would not able to wear the Kimono and have the opportunity to take those awesome photos.

Last but not least, those nights spent on KAPIC centre with friends were joyful. At first, we were
only gathered for practicing the performance and presentation. However, even we had finished the
performance, people still came out to play and chat. Never had I expected to develop a great friendship
after this trip. But I did, with guys from different major and years. There was a saying,” People is the
most beautiful scenery”. Definitely. I am sure the experience of this summer will be a long-lasting
memory for us all.
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Short summary:

This exchange program was a precious opportunity for me to understand deeper about Japanese
culture, especially the culture in traditional family and school. The homestay experience and school visits
were awesome since it was the first time for me to get in touch with the locals and chat with them. Staying in
a Japanese family allows me to observe and experience their daily lives from the perspective of Japanese. It
was a good opportunity for me to know how family members communicate with one another and understand
how it is different from traditional Chinese family. School visits gave me the chance to learn student life in
Japan. In my point of view, there are not many differences between the reality and my own perception, which
I perceived from Japanese drama or anime. Despite some school practice, we share common topics and
hobbies, thus we were able to chat fluently during the visit. I really enjoyed the time with them and it was not
as awkward as I thought. In the visit to primary school, we played games and enjoyed the school lunch
together in the classroom. The time staying with them was fruitful. The visit is unforgettable since it may be
the first and also the last chance for me to visit a Japanese primary school.

Besides the exchange experiences, we also had a chance to learn about Kimono and tea ceremony
from professionals. Although we may experience relevant things when we travel to Japan, it is seldom for us
to learn from experienced professionals. The experience allows me to appreciate how prudent and earnest
Japanese are when they treat with these traditional culture. The way how they respect and treasure their own
culture deserve our respect. It is fun when we had the chance to prepare tea for our friends and put on our
own kimono.
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11. %518 PUN KA CHUN

Introduction

Learning Japanese Language or understanding Japanese culture is not a matter of a moment or an
exchange trip, but a life. The exchange program to Kapic Centre at Kagoshima did made a change on my view
and impression about Japan. As | was considering to live and start my career in Japan after graduation, joining
the Kapic Exchange Program is absolutely a great chance for me to experience dealing and getting along with
Japanese people, and more importantly, living in Japan.

The Arrival to Kagoshima

Being picked up by Ms. Watanabe at the Kagoshima Airport, we listened carefully to her instructions
at the transportation bus. As there is not much to buy at the Kapic Centre, we had to get some necessities and
food at the supermarket nearby. When we were on the way to it, everyone was pretty surprised by what we
saw. Until we arrived the supermarket, we could barely see a few people in town. There were not many shops
and buildings, not to mention people. The most common things we could see were simply farms, hills and seas,
which was a huge difference between Kagoshima and other major big cities in Japan. Personally, I prefer
living in a place with not too many people for the reason that I enjoy silence and fresh air, which Hong Kong is
too much for me, both physically and mentally. This is also one of the reasons why I like Kagoshima on the
whole, not simply the scenery, but also the tranquility there.

The Environment of Kapic Centre

[ would say the way of the architecture of the buildings in Kapic Centre is very unique and decent.
With traditional Japanese style and color maintained, many facilities and utility rooms are incorporated
within the linked buildings there, but they do not look old-fashioned at all. Outside the Kapic Centre, there are
much space and gorgeous scenery for you to take a series of awesome photos. As the world cup was playing
then, there were even some posters and decorations of different countries’ flags and a lucky draw about
world cup at lobby. As a super football fan, I could see the dedication of the staff preparing the decorations.

However, to my astonishment, there were some minor technical issues happened during the program.
First of all, the Wifi signal to be honest was very weak and unstable, especially at my room. Every time when I
needed to connect my cell phone to the Internet for contacting my family or conducting research on my
presentation, I had no choice but to go to the canteen, just for receiving better signal. Otherwise, I would
never be able to connect to the internet at my room. Even though I had bought a 4G Japan sim card in Hong
Kong beforehand, the location of Kapic Centre is too far away from the city, so there was just no coverage at
all. Fortunately, some friends were very kind to share their Wifi signal with me, so my work for the
presentation could be done.

Other than the poor Wifi signal, the electricity stability was far from satisfaction as well. There were
more than 5 times of power failure within 2 days that the electricity of the whole Kapic Centre suddenly
stopped in the evening somehow. It might create chaos and cause inconvenience if this situation keeps
happening in the future. Please be prepared for these 2 kinds of situation might happen if you are planning to
go to Kapic Centre in the future. Wish you good luck.

For other aspects, they are all good. On the whole I like the environment of Kapic Centre. It is a
beautiful place to me. Remember to grab your camera with you, or you would regret.
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The Life at Night

Every day after finishing all activities and dinner with all classmates, I had so much fun actually. At
Kapic Centre, there is a sports room, including a table tennis table and a snooker table. As a sports lover,
basically I almost do sports every day in Hong Kong, mostly bodybuilding at gym. Therefore, I did not want to
skip exercise in Japan and [ went to the sports room every night with some boys. We just didn’t feel tired at all
even after many hours of exercise. I was still so excited and energized. On the other hand, some classmates
gathered at the canteen, and talked a lot and played many games. They were also very thrilled and had so
much fun too. Thanks to the the lack of Wifi signal, the interaction among all classmates became closer, which
is pretty rare in Hong Kong nowadays.

The Life with My Homestay Family

When it comes to my favorite activity, the 2-day homestay family program would definitely be the
most meaningful one to me, and probably to other classmates as well. Things I received from my homestay
family are not only good memories and gifts, but also the motivation to push myself harder and harder to
improve my Japanese Language level. After the homestay program, everyone ends up realizing Japanese
Language level really matters for communication.

[ remember when the first time at Kapic Centre I met with my homestay family - Mr. Tomenaka and
his son, Yusuke, I was nervous to talk. (Ms. Tomenaka was working at that time) The ice however had to be
broken after all. Therefore, I started to introduce myself to them, and they replied in a kind way, which made
me feel relieved. When we were back to Mr. Tomenaka'’s car, the embarrassment seemed to disappear that we
talked a lot with each other. I compared the environment in Hong Kong with the ones in Kagoshima. They also
shared what their daily life was like with me. The difference turned out to be huge. Yusuke is now a high
school student and he has to go to school every weekday by bicycle for more than 45 minutes from home to
school, as there is no any public transportation near his home. Therefore, he has to get up at 6am every day.
Earlier still, Ms. Tomenaka even has to get up at 5am for doing chores and preparing meals, which is too harsh
for most Hong Kong people.

The first place we went to is a rose garden. There were over a hundred types of flowers, mostly rose,
imported from different countries. Even though it was raining, Mr. Tomenaka was so caring that he even
brought me an umbrella. I ended up taking a lot of good photos there. Next, we went for lunch that Mr.
Tomenaka took me to a very famous Udon shop in town. It was so delicious that turned me into a Japanese
Udon lover. [ usually preferred ramen before, but now I start to like Udon as well.

Then Mr. Tomenaka took me to the biggest green tea production factory and its retail store in
Kagoshima. I tried several green tea and ice cream. The taste was so different from Hong Kong’s ones. After
that, Mr. Tomenaka took me to travel around Shibushi city (the location of his home), and introduce me about
the history and features of Shibushi city. Mr. Tomenaka is a employee working for the government, so he
knows the city very well.

Later, Mr. Tomenaka drove me back to his home. He recorded some television programs into DVD,
and let me choose which program I am interested in. I chose a program about interviewing foreigners in
Tokyo about whether they spoke Japanese Language and if yes, why would they do so. I told Mr. Tomenaka
that I was so interested in knowing more about it as the interviewees’ background was similar to mine.
During watching the program together, whenever I had any confusion of the content the interviewees spoke,
Mr. Tomenaka explained the usage of that expression or collocation to me in detail. The best part was that
those expressions do not often appear in general textbooks, but mostly in daily casual conversation. Mr.
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Tomenaka wrote some examples on a paper and he looked up the dictionary with me to let me have better
understanding on every usage. He was so good to me, and I cannot just describe all my gratefulness in words.
After watching the program, we made Okonomiyaki together at home. I used to eat Okonomiyaki quite often
in Hong Kong but It was literally the first time I made it myself. What a great experience.

Next day, I went to the Kirishima Temple with Mr. Tomenaka, Ms. Tomenaka and Yusuke. They not
also took care of me so well, but also bought me so many gifts during this homestay. I was so thankful for that.
Before we went back to Kapic centre, I played some TV games with Yusuke, and talked a lot about our future
plans. When we were having our last dinner at Kapic centre, they even thanked me for coming and being their
guest. | was so touched at that moment. They were just perfect. | wish to see them again in the future with
better Japanese Language proficiency, so that I can express my feeling and gratefulness better.

The Visit to the Kihoku Primary School

Generally I am not that into kids, possibly affected by the impression of the mainland ones. However,
this time was a bit different. The children in the Kihoku primary school unexpectedly changed my mind.

[ was assigned in a Primary 4 Group, not too little, which was good for me. Luckily there was a teacher
helping us to hold the games and explain the instruction slowly for us, so that the rundown could be such
smooth. All students there were so energetic and sincere that to my surprise most of them were not shy at all
and they were willing to talk to strangers like us. We even felt like treated as a celebrity.

I never thought about the reward of the game was winners could be seated beside us during lunch.
Everyone was trying so hard to win, which made us feel so respected. Even though my Japanese Language
was not that good, they were very patient to me, sharing their hobbies and lives to me. After lunch, we played
football together. Their football skills are exceptional by the way, especially dribbling, compared to kids in
Hong Kong at similar age. I did have a good time then.

The Visit to Kagoshima University

We had to prepare a presentation beforehand introducing CUHK and Hong Kong to the students from
the Laws and Humanity Faculty in Kagoshima University. After the presentation, we separated into different
groups and had discussion with the students there. I genuinely felt the importance of possessing good
Japanese Language level. With no common friends and hobbies, there was not much for me to talk about
based on my amateur Japanese Language level. The atmosphere was kind of awkward filled with dead air. It
just made me realize that if I want to make friends with Japanese people, commanding decent Japanese
Language level is really fundamental. I do not really catch up with the content they spoke. Therefore, I was
disappointed by my performance at that time. I will not forget this disappointment to drive myself to learn
Japanese Language harder.
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The Visit to Kagoshima City

In this trip, we have been to many famous tourist spots in Kagoshima. The general comment is
Kagoshima has her own glamour compared to other cities in Japan. You just cannot experience that peaceful
atmosphere in other places. During the visit, there is not many little kids and young people. Most people are
the elderly. They are very true and kind to foreigners whole-heartedly, as if they just treated you as a family
member. It made me feel like as warm as home.

The Visit to the Cultural Centre

The Cultural Centre is basically a museum located beside Kapic Centre. There are a vast majority of
interesting stuff you can see, even play. The keeper there showed us around the Cultural Centre, and allowed
us to play whatever we like. We wore some unique kimonos, took photos and played a lot of music
instruments and games there. [ would say it is just a must-go place for everyone who Is interested in Japanese
culture or history.

The Experience of Wearing Kimono

[ had never officially wore a full set of Kimono before. [ was always curious about the feeling of
Japanese people wearing a full set of Kimono. It turned out to be very tight and heavy. It felt like my whole
body was tightened by something, like a seatbelt. It was difficult to wear on your own. That is why the kimono
teachers helped each of us wear it. Once I was done, I felt difficult to move around.

Also, I did learn some basic knowledge and history of kimono from the kimono teachers. According to
different identities and occasions, people wear different kinds of kimonos. Different kimonos have a unique
meaning and symbol. I just could not imagine it is so complicated and different from what I thought.

The Experience of Tasting Japanese Traditional Tea

Similar to the experience of wearing kimono, the etiquette of having tea is not as easy as I thought.
There are actually some formal rules and expressions before and after tasting tea. It made me understand the
seriousness of Japanese people doing things. The procedure was run step by step. Nothing could be missed in
the routine. That is why Japan always produce world-class masterpiece and high-quality products. It is one of
the good traits of Japanese people we should admire and learn from them.

Closing Ceremony

In the ceremony, everyone had a chance to speak our feelings after finishing experiencing all activities.
Some classmates had a big improvement on Oral Japanese Language, while some became more brave to speak
up. Ms. Watanabe and all of the classmates were very satisfied, which put a good end to this trip.
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Short summary:

All in all, every teacher and staff in Kapic Centre was very caring and nice to us. They fully know how
to communicate well with foreign students with assistance, especially Ms. Watanabe. She is really good at
giving a helping hand to students who are not confident with speaking Japanese Language. Also, I would like
to express my thankfulness to Ms. Winkki and Kitty. Without your arrangement and guidance, this program
could never be run in such a smooth way. [ do appreciate your help very much.

Last but not least, for anyone who is considering or planning to join the Kapic exchange program, as I
have mentioned before, Japanese Language level matters. Please try your very best to improve your Japanese
Language to a communicable level, so that you can enjoy your trip. After all, we just never realize how critical
it is until you are in need. Thank you very much for reading my report until now. It is my sincere hope that
you and I can find our goals and make our dreams come true in Japan.
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Short summary:

In my report, [ stated things [ had done in the twelve days. Starting from the first day, we depart from
Hong Kong International Airport, marking the start of the journey. I carefully noticed what Japanese tourist
like the best among Hong Kong’s souvenirs, and found out that my souvenirs are acceptable. After arrival to
Tokyo, we went to hotel by ourselves, and face the first challenge of the tour: missing orders of the hotel. After
we contact our TA, we solved the problem and got rest. In the second day of the trip, I took first domestic
flights in Japan, and arrived Kagoshima airport. Youko-san, KAPIC’s staff who wait for us, knew that we were
hungry, and tried her best to fulfill our needs by asking our driver to stop by the supermarket. We started the
opening ceremony of KAPIC.

On the third day, we learned some useful Japanese expression to show the politeness to homestay
family and how to offer help to them. Also, we prepared for primary school visit's presentation.

On the fourth day, we had a small trip in Kagoshima-shi. Though we planned the trip, things had
changed. We got only two university students in the tour. So, we changed to stay together. I tried ramen in
Tenmonkan-dori and had some fun in the street. We visited the aquarium and touched sea animals by hands
(permitted). This is amazing as I rarely do this in Hong Kong. We visited the aquarium to view different types
pof sea animals.

The firth day is primary school visit. | was amazed by the form when they sing the school song
together. We played and dined together. After that, we played soccer together. [ was amazed by their fluent
skills of dribbling. In the evening, we had exchange with junior high school students.
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The sixth and seventh days are home staying. I've interacted with Nishibaba’s family. I've showed the
languages that Hongkongers used and the characters we use. We visited different shrines, and I've happy
times with the family. The only thing I'm shocked is that we need to write a thankyou letter after a visit.

So, I wrote the letter on the eighth day. Before that, we learned sado on that morning. Though we
can't stay for the whole ceremony, we did try the crucial parts of sado.

The next day I presented about Hong Kong in Kagoshima University. I've tried my best on
pronouncing the words well, but I did not spoke very well. So, it affected my confidence when talking to
university students.

The tenth day was exchanging with kindergarten students. Their thoughts were interesting, like their
dream job. This reminded me I had similar thoughts too. In the afternoon, we tried on Kimono. We cannot put
it on by ourselves. Thought it was hard to put it on, we found ourselves became more handsome after putting
iton.

The eleventh day was another short trip in Kagoshima. We visited two shrines and walked near the
sea. Picking blueberries was a fresh experience to me. In the evening, we had closing ceremony, marking the
end of the exchange program.

On 6th July, we farewell to Ms. Youko and went to Kagoshima airport. The end of a trip meaning
another start of new journey!

73



13. ={EE WONG WAI MAN

Day 0 %

BERAABRE —EARAET AT EERTET — B, RAEF _HF EREFTNKIEE 8-
BRE. ERTELZHEMKNGE, RENERKEER, MATUERIAER LR EEE . #KERTE,
ERBEAERES, KM TABEABEERTAE, SIMOANARZESERRNBEBE TEARBET AE
500yen off EE %),

Day | WIEER S

EMBEENEEBEEC, RETAAEXEE, WEREETH., TAFEEZ, AMREERE
THENERSG., BEAMIEFLEMER, ERTEZESA. EANRLEN EEZE, B EEFR—F A
EM, BEMOEFTARTAETE. TBEE, DRBAHAEANRL. AN/ NEHHEE, E32):2
TRAZASHE. (pic) B EHTRKNER

AEAEBET RAERMNET ML, FHENERNBE, FERMLKREDIE Kapic 0,
FOALR AR, WA R A EMEAE, T A ERTRRMEETHRE —LOY A g, L
T A —/NEE, BREE Kapic F/0. HEOWE-—HNRZERAZABA T O, BEHEM AL, BE
ERRBEA SRR, ~RMAFHLEE. P&, BT ME/ARMAZ N OREF . EEEEHN
HHEEWEE, EAZE - REL: ¥, PE, REE. BFFEFEHF. 208%, TAMNAELE
WEMRETE, RAEEREESWRBNEN. BRZF - KEFEEFK. BANMELT. (pic) BFE

P.S BEARET HiL®, BRMELTEHEREEBHFER, Kapic WIKE §h TeFE, ERFETEAX
BHMET . A4, £ Kapic THERE R D, Ha W e RAE ARG RBEHK.

Day 2 B, BEFEE

BT ERERBNER), —BRAREACEZTTESR. PFEARNEENBETREFZETHEE
WX, BFET A MEERER. MAMAR - BRIE, —SEENRLEARZANER. TF, TREEH
THA-LHENOAGTMRAMRATERERNER, ER2E., &F, &M 18 ApR=ZEE/M,
HARBERZBTNNRERG ZHEALTE, &M 6 A—E2E5KE/ T, BLEH, —Ffmls
WER., RRART LFERULRES, ZREERAEFCZFHR, REASBUEAEMRANERE TR, &
Bz MmBRMERAREE, HEEAREN R, T8, SERKRESHEAREHTAEN, T8
TAMBEELR. (pic) BT BEMTHNER

74



Day 3 WEH
BIRBEEERHERAETERL. I AERAETRAENEARHERMERTENWLE L
BAREELE, —UEANMA, F—UEFTEHEEZE, THPTE, RMAEZGH0 0O ETHITOTESR,
MO E MM ANRMN N, BRTREEZ, # m [EEEHEFENT, OR8FEFEAT. 1 5
IR PR ELE TR, ZENREMIABERRMERANBER T O, RUOCEBEGERELSEL,
FRIREFLHEERE, MREEITES. RMA— A0,
EWEAXBELFENRFERUYZANARAE R, BEHRATHERE) AL, EMREITRE
KWL, 2HRBERMET, 2BEETANERS, CH-FWA#%Z, RPAHETENAELTHT &
b, HEEE., BRES, SREMAGE. DARMAR, RBEARENZBLRE, ERTHHEAE.
WEEERE —EEENER, UAE TN EREARAT), THERRZT208, EEHAKER—Z
HEE—EHEEWNEE, FEFEE. (pic) BRE+HES @m)%#%%

Day 4 — % K7 97 4K

HEE, KA Kapic #ROFKEET — K. BN EHFa E B HH OB BRN/NESGHT R,
By EREA, ERAMERIKREETEBEIITREG, HiGHNEELRT, ¥ aEEMNEFRE LM
HHRMAELE, TEREW A ER. eRFHEE, AT ANLSRELARMERY, AL BEEDRW
INBXZ, BERBNFELEERTT, ERGREMFINIHE, S2REEE THRARLE, CFRIFH,

—RIFBAEEE, B2 ET AERFERAIER, R —RERBBNFHREEE. KR 7S
MOLEZWKINELFHNRE, BRIEHEAENNELET., ENREFLZIAREN, EREAHERL
AEMEET, ML AZEUEEBENNTR, WA XXTEFNLE, RO—BIT A RSk g, HE
BL.OKERES, MBTHWAZTHARR 88, (EMEAAZEENERESRMN T £58 xd) FHH
B, SEAHNCESERHMAERL, ARFHIRERL, 58, BRRAFERN. AEE, £FF
EIFH, RFEHK, ITEFREFAREIRANERBERNHT.

EERHNERE, ZREFErmEARLEERRIEETE —RTK. RELER, THERELME
EIHERA T, BHEDNZNEE, M2 T R#FRNFELAR, TEASELTRE/NEZ W,
—HERRMEF. BEERARAERAAERIE, EERNERREE. (@ic) BAOAEELER

s




R EFRRNEL, TFELFEENRREBEL. —RRINEE R TEELFEAR
BR, —RERNFEEXIRETGEFT —LP0k#ER, TE-AEREEWR /&, WEEFTRHE
B, DHERT —LAANGAE E-BREMEHAREREAEE, CEZaARER. FEFLFTRER
M, MACASHRRERFIENEE, AU RNKERHAEEEF T, (pic) RFELER

'

Day 5 HOMESTAY!!!

HEMANBEHEART . i—BEARRRTESE, UBSAELAERAR, RE@EHELE
BAT, THREFEREACEETLESRM. MAMBALEEZ/I BRI ERXEE, ERINNERTEN
B, BENTAHMABRIHNBEEERM. BERME-BRNBE, £ELENRE, RF TR A
WHESE, BENFBEHER, FF O EESE, ROXEFIER/RAER, MUK Ee R A
K. ETHAAUNE, FEE7REMUFEMMAIE. JINKFAENTERERERRROEFTR, AT
DEMAMBERES —RiEE. BIEEHEEZ, AARTECHZE, HFARRRNEDARE£E,
FHEEA.

BRI Z2HWRERS—HET, HEAKAFMH 10 ROWZTHE. LEE, HEAAEEARER KM
B Kapic BITEEAT. EH K, AHpHHAEE Kapic Z, FTURAERB|EFHE, EFKMHSKR
BLetsmEAR (ROKE) HmEBEERZTAEAEG, FIUREELEMH. R EZEREBENANEZ,
EEITHRRIK, EBRNBENRK. BESE, WERRMK, F8&RMET SST School Kokopelli HH#
#, T FMAERRERIFENFL., ERZETWAEALET LAABEXELAURE, FoFZARMES
it EREtELMAARLE, RMIEXERA. EEXRS2BENRE, ZERNRTEFTRT, AR
PR EI R, TEERMAKERF, EEFNE)FEE, B rEsk. WA, EREEW
&8 (pic) BEVF (pic) SST A4

o ' i . A -
ZHHEMETRAFRTE. GEMFAEAHAR, RELFEZR —ENE, FEAMRKNE,
RIBEEAERE, MELERTHASR K, FENTR IHNHAERETLAS.
ERBTER, KB ETERR, KEEARNKEZBRENRMNESR, RELTRIK. AEK
ErResT, ARKARE, BRMEL. EREEMNEREXARE, REKMAETRS oM, EEZRHEK
WY, BERBAEMLE xd.o (pic) MAHHE

76



fjﬂf

RAB T EBARN e E, —BERZIMNET. BBANETEYE, BRARE—KAT, E
HREGHANRE, TMEFERENSE)E, TALIRFEAZER, TR HHEZH—FEALE, EEAR
BENESE., EROKTIEHR, TARBEEFEANER, FANLESENLH, EafAARMEME
MAHERERE, EHBERE—RBLK, BERERNERE, SRAERTwmTLENLHE. REAT
SEEMBERMFIN A, BUFRZEASTE, HALAHFERNOE, TREERERFHNETHE.

ZRERMPREREREZABERAINEM, . URNEX, TARLYE, ERERMAE —KEE
fE, HEAABRAOHMELRM, LTRMARLIEE. £ HURSWIBEE LR, TRz BEHHERE
THEM, BT —HX—H, EHMANTELELMRY, B4 \BALETEEEHBNEAE, ERR
P T T L #E, Pl A FIRANBETR., 204, #F HIKAKIN A&, B REE, BAS - RE
AR LR FELRERE, FTURFRBHET HFE.

BERBERDE —RETEAREHERAGLE, EREMAENERE, RILEAH —DEA xdo
(pic) EEAR

Day 6 B &
FIRE Homestay RAEREEME —®, MAXRAENEF, IACERTHTE, FLERMAWT

REER, 2B EWANHHLLF, THRERRWKGER, BELFHRIA, £T7 - BERTER
AT,

ERAGHHSFNER, BATHEARNARFRAKR. GRRMAZ-KARIELE, BRE
FERM—RTEH. HapwHE, FPRAAHRKMAERE, RENBREUREE, 27 2B LROPHK,
BEREFHAEAZERERRZTHSE., B0 EZRATHRENADTM, TRREEHERET
SR 1

BAREERER, RMAFREE, 27 MU EFHN D ENRE-RRETLIERENE. THE
—MERE, BEERAKESRTBRR, RENBRERMEEMFTETEY, S RAFZRERS —
ARE, FURRMALE. 2BEETROAUBEN TS REER, PHARERRNGRXFAECHT
"R, BAANREARLETHGE, ERENENTHERZNER A L. AREBAREVAERT
Lt BHREBEM. mAKRERAEK. HE. HAEMAMET —F. WAERRATRAZTR, BT
ReBERMERE. (pic) REEF iﬁé%

it
: _
| e
y W
T B &t
o 2 .

77



PANEEZHETE, HEAATRARNT RWNENDER. BHRUEF EEEEHRL. BEFR,
Y GMBAT, KE2 AN, #F - RERER, RELZMER, REMR.

BMZZEE B Elcae T, BERK. GECEERELHEAWNA, EEET TOWER,
BHEAR, BHAAMMELT HEREHRE., M2RAEERAFHETE., RMAEESEGER, &5
ARETHRAT —EXIL, SHFEAHERMARA. REBLNEE, FHATR, THETESTRINES,
FRORAE RET .

B 2| Kapic #/0%&, T —AWEAEBERERAGCEAR. AXELENFTELE—R, ¥FEF
BRERE—ERG—BRE. ZREWRE. IXERERE, WA, BRHBFRRK, KREZHHE
o EFOHARE, REBAK, HEAKR., REER, BEMMAMKENHLE, ERARRM —EmH
THEF, RAMAKXNEE. (ic) BFERXENAR

_

Day 7 %Ki, Rz

BEARAfE FXRER, DEETRWEAEEFOARMER. BRI NERENELRTR, €
EHREWER, REEHET, AT ERTER, RMARALBER, EHMERABHREMEE A9k
B, TARFBERERE, AaTEE, £HMTHT — K&, FRRMER, KEHTEEMET, @0
a0 E R REEN, HFXERE, BARTHARKZENI R, EE—SHRERFENE
M, IUEERE LT AN, PZRE, HFEXHHAFLDER, #E2HFRBAHENER.
(pic) &

ZRANBRMNAZHIRERODH, AHREBILAZEN DR, RMELEKE - ANAEGREEN
B, ABHAREBTXABWER., =8, BANReE EHESS,

BAEEHREANEHAR & Homestay WRHE. BEME, CEMEE TR, EZHEE, WH
HERZHBH LR, RET#H, ZEZENOEEREYRI, CEXERERIMN. BHEAFELE
REFMOE, BBARFLE T HAR.

Day 8 #AZERR, HFE
MERARGERAELSAZNE, AakBAWHG, ER—BRABMTEREN. bEKiE DI &E
ARENHSRBERSE, ROERMETERR, FRIEFEFRHA
BRAEREXEHRNEZRN, BdstmfABZa, AvAMAZHNEIERRASZ,ZEET &
WA, BAERE T HE LR, EREHEENTEKR. ZBEATHEENL, EMfstms 7 E@H
wA, flw: ZREROAMIKBNBERE, THUEERR, RLBWHE 7 BRE%, FEEAH
wEEETRN, AREMTMEBEEWMMBEEMELRRE.
Rin ek, ARUFSEXRFALE. FROCKRETASHE. (pic) ARRE. MAZELR

78



=

HAHEETRTBETEAANES, THEARKENESE, CEEAREREE. ETRNHEX
A AR XCHAERBELAE, ERTFETEEW. BFZEM AEON BEAF. [ERM]
BENEUAZRANIALE, HEE—HFEE, FEANHNLE, AEXEERDIRN»E0ALE.
BIHE%., RM2B T »20AMBETY, BXEME, fAEHEBAEFENEIRAEFE. S THER
W, WFEABNTFEES xde MTEFZIERENEEXZABRERNARG XML, EHRIIBKNEE
MIE- [ KB R, SHHELAFHEALR, THFEFEE, DUEZEATRANEL. BEH
WeRINEE, EAEHREERABE., FBINIAMEZE AN IEL, FoENERER &K,
ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁ%%,ﬁ%%&%m%ﬂﬁo(m@%ﬁ%ﬁﬁl%‘%%ﬁﬁ*%lk

\ L]

Day 9 #n /R 285

ERPLERKEFEIARARKORKMR, ARENLE, TR, ZHEEE Kapic FOR IR
EEBy L/ N ZEBNES, —RELT., EHMECEEERL, RER LT THE.

THRUELER, tMmRMARAROEREERN T REMN, BN TH I RNELER.
ErRkEG, RUEGAFARAHE e, dXAMARMZF L. e AF LERERE, EEHENA
B, ZHEREGRER LERAMEARBEEG R, BEUETHEERE T2 &%, WHLARKITET
E, EEeHERE, EETHEE. RNWARUBEeAKE, tHALERNEN. BRTDEF—%F
Fofk, EERCREFRS, FEAERZ L, MEETHNAALEFTEE. (i) FRAR

[

B E W R — B A T B AL, TEALIE K B 2 A N 2

Day 10 8t

BEAER, SAREREGAESNE T, ARNESEFE, ZRMCSERHN Kapic #OHBSEH
, UKD ESEEE AWK e, HARAMAE, A E8 L, BRI ZTHEEES. Rtz
SEBEET [RTFAM], —EEES LM, BERAGAHENHFESGHRABEHILNE, EELFHE
SO/REEE— BRI R AR B, R EEWEZ N, (pic) HFRM

79



Fam—EFEELRERE, TUBSATAL, LIUNSBEEE%, EEENEETLEY
A, TREMBTEINEERER ELE, EREAFTHEEHRRE, WRFCTHRBETAMFELT .

3ag

E\/éi:

M W]

g 12 RRBET AP HAAN, ZREMPRR, TEEWT BERNETE, TEHEELRZRI;K
BERWHEATFELENRE. ARG ZERBRELEN XN, HUETALRAEHERBSTHER

i

Short summary:

The KAPIC short term exchange program was great fun and certainly a trip [ am grateful for joining.
Through different activities, many of which allowed me to converse with the locals, I gained greater
understanding of the Japanese culture and felt like my horizons were broadened. For me, two of the most
remarkable activities were the homestay and our visit to the primary school.

The Homestay was definitely the highlight of this trip. I was fortunate enough to have interacted with
two host families, since my host family was close friends with that of another student. Although the stay was
only two days and one night long (Saturday and Sunday), they made an effort to take me around so I could try
a range of activities. For example, I visited the SST School Kokopelli, a centre that supports students with
learning disabilities. | was told that the children there might have a hard time socialising with others, but they
were actually pretty friendly and were eager to speak to me in English. My host family actually runs a Bed and
Breakfast, and coincidentally, I was there on the night of their Takoyaki Party. Learning how to make this took
some trial and error, but nonetheless was quite fun. On Sunday, they took me to the former site of a primary
school, which has now been converted into a place for coffee shops and Arts & Crafts workshops. There, I
designed my own tote bag. Such an opportunity to interact deeply with a Japanese family is truly precious and
[ am forever grateful for their care. During the two days, there was lots that I did not express to them.
Thankfully, KAPIC offered us an opportunity to write a letter to our host after the trip, where I could really
speak my heart.

We spent only half a day at the primary school, but it was one of the more notable experiences. I was
assigned to join the primary five class. As usual, there were a wide range of personalities in the class, but
together we enjoyed some exciting games. During lunch, everyone prepared with great order, which left me in
awe. I marvelled at the way they all recycled their milk cartons after the meal. After lunch, a few boys dragged
me into the library for some origami. To be honest, I found that quite strange, but now that I think about it, I
guess its because they wanted to give the other children more time to write their cards. Before we departed,
the children from the class gathered at the school gate and handed me some thank you cards. They kept
waving at us even as our bus was pulling out from the school.

On top of this, there were also cultural activities such as tea ceremony and kimono wearing. | found
the tea ceremony lesson quite interesting - during the three hours, not only did we try the tea and wagashi,
we were also introduced to the greetings and spirit behind the tradition. Overall, this was a memorable trip
that can give one a comprehensive overview of Japanese culture.
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Short summary:

It was a memorable experience to learn about Japanese culture. Most of us did not understand what is
the real meaning behind of the culture, like Sado and Kimono. Sado means a tea ceremony which is used to
enjoy tea in different manner. Something like ‘Ichigo Ichie’ was a new term to me. Kimono is the traditional
costume of Japanese, wearing different Kimono indicates different status or different occasion. Luckily, the
programme provides us an opportunity to learn about that. It was grateful to have such kind of lesson to
enhance my knowledge about Japanese traditions.

Kagoshima is a beautiful place which is full of natural environment. There are large fields, majestic
waterfalls...Even the air quality is much better than that in Hong Kong too. It is not a place just for travel or
shopping, It is a place for understanding Japanese. There are not many chain stores but old stores. Through
visiting these places, we meet more people and Japanese traditions.

The programme also lets me to have many ‘first time’. It was my first time to have takoyaki party. It
was my first time to drink Shochu, it was spicy but delicious. It was my first time to go Kagoshima. It was my
first time to weave a coaster..There were too many | have never tried before. I explored more through this
trip.

Moreover, we have got a lot of chances to communicate with Japanese in this trip. Especially the
homestay, it helps me a lot in speaking Japanese. I tried to speak bravely with my host family without any
hesitation. I tried not to care about my grammar mistake and just speak something out. Unexpectedly, we can
still communicate and the conversations can be fluently continued. I am appreciated that [ can be a friend
with my host family through this trip. Also, most of the people in Kagoshima talked actively with us. They are
friendly and kind to us, that’s why we can get many chances to talk in Japanese. And now, [ am more confident
in speaking Japanese. The activities for enhancing our communication with local students were also good. We
had to introduce Hong Kong to them. It was a challenging job but I think we get closer to each other. There is
quite a large difference in lifestyle and environment between Hong Kong and Japan. For example, Japanese
always express their gratitude while we will not. Through talking about these, we teached each other about
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our own living places, and then we can understand more about the places. Moreover, through these activities,
we get chances to visit different schools. It is difficult for us to go into their schools while we are just being a
traveler.

To sum up, [ am quite satisfied with the programme. The days in Kagoshima was great. It brings me a

lot of memorable things. The knowledge of Japanese culture I have got from this trip are much more than
expected, this is an unforgettable experience.
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Short summary:

Having been to Japan only once before this trip, I could not help feeling excited yet anxious before I
went onboard. On the second day, my group mates and I finally arrived at the isolated Kapic Centre, which
was deep in the woods of Kanoya. Now | wrap my head around the whole accommodation experience in the
centre, that is definitely the closest I have ever been to nature and a pristine rustic lifestyle.

Throughout the whole trip, our group had met Japanese students at all levels. Kindergarten and
primary school children were energetic and adorable, while I had fun discussing cultural differences of Hong
Kong and Japan with secondary school and university students. In fact, I was glad that I did not join this trip
just to travel around Kagoshima as a tourist because I got various opportunities to experience and prompt
cultural exchange.

My favourite thing about this whole trip was the homestay. At first, I was nervous meeting the
Tokunaga family. I was afraid [ would do or say something that upset them (and I have probably done or said
that as well). Fortunately, they were very welcoming and hospitable, making every effort to ensure that I have
a pleasant stay with them. On the first day of the homestay, knowing my fondness for roses, they took me to a
local Damask rose garden. We spent a great time viewing different flowers and enjoying tea, when suddenly
Mrs Tokunaga bought me a dried-hydrangea bouquet after I mentioned that there were no hydrangeas in
Hong Kong. Yet, she has given me much more than just a bouquet. Right before I returned to the Kapic Centre,
she encouraged me to believe in myself and follow my dreams. I genuinely could not thank her enough for her
kindness. To summarise, the homestay was an one of a kind experience in and of itself. In hindsight, all that
anxiety | had before meeting the host family was totally worth it.

In the last few days, our group got to experience different Japanese cultures first-hand. For instance,
we had a Japanese tea ceremony and tried wearing kimono. This was my first time trying these things.
Although a kimono was difficult and time-consuming to wear, it looked so elegant and beautiful on a person.
In the future, I may try wearing kimono again when I travel to Japan. As for the Japanese tea lesson, I really
liked the fact that a traditional ceremony entailed many essential details, so as to train the participant’s
mentality. Through the tea ceremony, I could see Japanese culture at its finest.

All in all, not only did I hone my Japanese proficiency, but I have also learnt many different things in
this ten-day journey, not to mention all those beautiful memories that were created along the way. Despite
both being in the East Asian region, Japan and Hong Kong are really contrary in terms of their people, lifestyle
and society. Therefore, I will continue my studies in Japanese and hopefully in the future I can explore even
more places in Japan.
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Short summary:

This year, we had 18 students joining the Kapic trip. During these 11 days, we experienced a variety
of events and gained lots of knowledge, unforgettable memories. The first day was just spending time in
Tokyo at night, where we lived in the Tokyo Inn. The second day was the real start of Kapic. Once we arrived
the airport, Miss Yoko greeted us friendly and led us to the center.

The events can be separated to mainly three groups. First was visiting schools, second was
sightseeing, third was experiencing Japanese culture.

For the first type of events, we met Japanese students of different ages, including kindergarten,
primary school, secondary school and university. For kindergarten, we mainly helped the kids to write their
wishes for celebrating tanabata festival. As for primary school, we visited a local school in the morning. We
had a presentation introducing Hong Kong, then we moved to their classroom and spent time playing
together. Later, we also had meal and break time. For secondary school, the students came to Kapic center
and we separated to different groups to chat together. Finally, we also chatted a lot with the university
students and had meal with them. In order to let Japanese students know more about Hong Kong, we made
two version of presentation, one for primary school and secondary school, one for university. Since this was
my first time speaking Japanese to locals, I was a bit nervous. Luckily I was able to remember the words and
finished my part.

As for the second type of events, we visited different famous places. First was Sengan-en, which is a
traditional Japanese garden. We can saw the sakura-jima from the garden. Although it was not that big, the
view was beautiful. Secondly, we went to some shrines related to love and studying. Thirdly was the waterfall
which we had to cross a bridge. The waterfall was amazing. Apart from these, during my stay in the homestay
family, they brought me to the rocket center, where there were 1:1 rocket models and can saw the real
launcher. Sadly, the weather was bad and was covered with fog, so it was hard to observe the surroundings.
For the third type of events, we have few activities in Kapic center related to Japanese culture. First was tea
ceremony. There were four teachers teaching us the basic steps involved in the ceremony. Also they taught us
different types of manners. Although the tea tasted normal, the dessert was yummy. After sitting for a long
time, many people found it difficult to stand up. The second activity was wearing Kimono, which is traditional
Japanese clothes. The teachers helped us to change the cloth and they looked great. We all had unique pattern
and we took a lot of photos.

In conclusion, there are lots of fun activities in this trip. Moreover, the staff and groupmates are very
friendly too. I am glad that I have joined the program.
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Short summary:

This is the fourth time I go to Japan but the first time to be in Kagoshima. I am glad that I was given
the opportunity to join the KAPIC program. In this program, I was able to have a taste on the way of tea of
Japanese and wear Kimono. The teachers were so admirable that they are expert in these traditions and
devoting their life to preserving them.

To say the best memory in this program, it must be the homestay. Even though the homestay was
only 2-day long, it gave unforgettable and priceless experience in this summer, or to say, in this life. Every
host family is volunteers, I cannot imagine why they could all offer so much good to us who are just strangers
to them. If this is how all Japanese behave, if this is their manner, I would say, I love this country so much!
They are all so nice and kind, and I would like every Hongkonger to be less mad at people and be more a bit
like them.

KAPIC program gave us a chance to explore Japan by communicating with Japanese primary,
secondary and university students, which is obviously not a common way to learn about Japanese culture.
Thank KAPIC for allowing us to chat with so many Japanese, making friends with them. I believe it will not be
possible to make friends with foreigners if we are simply going on a trip.

Not only Japanese, | have met also new friends from CUHK. Although I was afraid that I may not get
along well with other participants at the first place, this program gave us a lot of time to learn about each
other. It was like having a long orientation camp in KAPIC Center as we stayed in the same hostel, studying
and enjoying events held by KAPIC together. Simply without announcing, we went to the canteen to gather
around every night tacitly. We chatted, we ate snacks, we drunk alcohol, did everything we wanted to do with
each other and shared a good time. I was not expecting to have such adorable friends when I applied this
program and we are even having a post-KAPIC gathering later! I was so lucky to meet them.

After talking about the people I met in KAPIC, the environment shall come next. KAPIC is located in
Kagoshima which is an interesting city with the volcano, Sakurajima, erupting everyday. As told by me host
family, people living in Kagoshima are all very proud of Sakurajima even it erupts every day and produces
volcanic ash. They never thought that the volcano was a trouble and live peacefully with it. Even in the whole
world, I believe that Kagoshima shall be the only city that behaves like this! I would like to explore more in
Kagoshima but unfortunately, [ was not able to stay behind after the KAPIC program ended. If [ have time, I
would like to go to Kagoshima again to explore this city and meet my host family again.
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Short summary:

[ was willing to go to Kagoshima when I was middle school student. After | had watched the cartoon, I
was interested in the sightseeing of Kagoshima. In the last Japanese lecture, professor talked many about the
Kagoshima. Those made me choose to apply for program. I am glad that I can finally participate in the Kapic
program in this summer vacation.

The Kapic program included different kinds of project. It can be simply divided into conference,
Japanese culture experience, homestay and visiting. In the free time, we usually practiced for conference or
talking about the story of this tour.

Kapic Center prepared much for the conference, we met different Japanese students and acknowledge
lots of their school lives. I impressed by primary school students’ vitality and disciplined. In the Kagoshima
University Conference, we talked many about Kagoshima and their University. My group students introduce
kinds of dessert of Kagoshima. And middle school students made the excellent presentation let us know the
middle school life of Japanese

And we also have experienced the traditional Japanese cultures, Sado and Kimono. Though we just
looked teacher presented the basic steps of them, it can make me understood the Japanese cultures a little.
Both Sado and Kimono pay attention to the ceremony and spirit. Sado emphasizes “wakeiseijaku” and “ichigo
ichie “(one opportunity, one ecounter) Kimono, as traditional costume, has different types. And each of them
has specific application.

Homestay gives me the biggest impression of the program. Playing with Japanese, talking about the
daily life and explain Chinese culture, it is my happiest time for the Kapic program. With host family, we
visited many normal places that the wouldn’t go in the Kapic’s plan. My host family introduced daily life of
Japanese and make the traditional food together.

In the practice program, we have gone to the Kagoshima City and visited jinja and aquarium. It is not
interesting trip because of so many people go together. But I can overlook the whole Kagoshima City. And in
the whole program, we visited different places, some just for the sightseeing and some are studying place. I
buy some local specialty in a famous shopping center.

And Kapic center has the comfortable equipment. We can read Japanese books in the library room.
There is some activity about the World Cup in the lobby. People can do the little quiz in Kapic Center and
museum near the center and get the prize. Restaurant food is delicious and there is some classic Japanese
food. The accommodation is enough for the project needed. But WIFI is bad because of position. It made our
free time became anxious. Staffs are kind and helpful, there are staffs go together with us throughout whole
program.

[ have the best 11 days in the Japan. Get new friends in the homestay, visiting special or normal
placing, experiencing daily life, it is what the program gives me. I wish that we can meet my Japanese friends
again. If having chance, I will go to Kagoshima again.
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