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Short summary:

On the 9th July, 2016, the Karaimo Program with period of two weeks started. Held by the NPO
organizations in Kagoshima and Miyazaki, this program serves as an important agency for the cultural
exchange between students from Hong Kong, Taiwan, Macau, and the local families.

The one I just participated in is the 29th Karaimo Program. Until now, this event has become
experienced and well-organized. The mission of this event is rather simple: aiming to provide an
opportunity for international students to become family members locally, and deepening mutual
understanding of different countries.

Communication, as the key word of this program, highlights both the oral and mental
communications between foreign students and local residents. Generally speaking, there are four main
aspects of the communication: Family Communication, Labor Communication, Regional Communication and
School Communication. As the families are volunteered to be the hosts, they will not receive any financial
subsidy from the organization. As a family member, we should treat them sincerely and get used to local
customs.

[ am so honored to join the program as one of the members representing CUHK. My host family lives
on farming, mainly planting blueberry trees, and I will be responsible to pick ripe ones, select the good ones,
and pack them. Every day was so busy but so happy there.

At first, I chose to join the program for having a good language environment to learn Japanese,
having a better understanding of Japanese culture and etiquettes. Nevertheless, | gradually found that it
brought much more than these.

After I came here, | found that there are so many heart-warming people. They will patiently listen to
every sentence of my poor Japanese as they want to know more about me and my hometown. They will
consider all the details to make me relaxed and not so embarrassed. Even if I did something improper
because of the cultural differences, they would just laugh and told me the right things.

I experienced so many “first times” here in two weeks. The first time I was interviewed by the
reporter from local radio station, the first time that I ate so much interesting food, the first time my name
was published on newspaper, the first time [ wear Japanese traditional clothing and the first time I was
treated as family member by foreigners.

A for me, this program means too much for me and I will never forget about it. This city gave me a
feeling of home. Just as what homestay’s dad said, we can communicate with our heart instead of the
language. I think so. I told dad that this city is my second hometown. The day when I left, I could not retain
my tears. We had a promise to meet again in Japan, and I believe the day will come.



2.[@E1E CHAN CHUNG WAI

REENPSOLRREH TR THASHET A 24 HEAT, PXAZKKE 3 F 6 LW ERLERE K.
HEEHTEREREGEZR, —SEHBARECTELE. EHILARELZAHRMAERRANTE,
HERMI LR, REEMBAERMETET 15 pEFE.

B R

[RETHER] | [BHTEED] . [BHIHEZR] oo BEB# Kitty AR ="THBELZHEE,
EHERGER, TEHERMCTERMAEL., FEERBAFTIEFARERA 45 HERERD, BH 16
El B 22 L v Bl

HEF 5 TEF
A RENHZBREEARL 9 B, FARERABHNERT EE, AOFRBEAMALHT B
MAREE. BEE ARG, HERA A EERE, EMEEENRFHERMARL 10 5309, 225
BRRMSFEFREL, B0 g RREEEE, FE - TREANEK. KEEER, REHESAHRMEA,
FEE——HERTHE L,

F_HRLFHABRE Inn WAEFER, AXERIEAEES, HEENERZENRK, & 12
B 05 pHMMRERLE. T8, HARKE, WEPERE EXHMESET, EROALETERET 1 /A
RFAEERTLERST, TAS50LRRBEHNMEFTRT —BREH, BEHEH

(B & L5——HEHK)
10



WEVLEESRFLY I —ABE—H
UMM ER D RA—HNES, 5 —HRA+0EE. wRAFE:
(—) #EAZ+LEARELER—FH;
(Z) BEETANLEBGEEE—RIEE;
(Z) TEBHEALMAENS nH R,
ERAMLMEHERE CHNEE.

TEENE B R HRME R L SHG T Jumbo Taxi BIERM L > ¥ —, 20 W ERNFE 4,000 H 7T,
TREHARNIMETEEFFE,
R R EE 8 5 M AL 35 ASm, 2 AlA: FHEFXAE. FEARE, BEMALE, &4 E
ARERGEBAERE,
EL> s —t%, AEALTREER, SEERBEANELN 3 NFHEGESRFH. H70EBEES
MR T B ESEAE, AULARERES ABGEE.

(ZHAFR, EHZET 14 4)

BEEBLY I —RENRER, »SOLATARTERT —ERE S, RELSEHF —EAREE
R T, (B, BAACATETANN—H. BA >y —HAERTHARERE, EEaRANKERAE
EE KAL) R ABEA RN S nE ML EX AR E, EHRREIEERSILEHET RS A2 E
&%, MEMAXRAARKY HEMEEEERT M,

(ERGHEE, FEE, EHK K FEHNOLELGTRBEAT)

RFHAAREHTR, FHNFEHEIALF 7 BERSK. AW, Mo LEE T EREEREE
BRGH &6, BEAZTRAAEIHRERT, ERIRTAOFTN, LA BRIAEZNAT AR —E [F7
BARE] WELAE. ZHBEE, JERTER, FAAKAFRBES AV 2> T—v a2y, BAEAR
HSAW@EM. ZHIABRHE, o LERRLFRT, MEMETEFEA, AXBRECHZEN 0T,
BNF £,

11 BFIE, EBFREENAEE, ARETHER, SEAHEHFS AR ATHEERENA,
ZEERNEEREENB. EFHET —EIRE. EARELEANOHEZETMRRENE, ERXUHR
ERFXAZE, T#, RREMAFAFLH —LEE, KELHE 35 E2mFEaMlE#E. EREELK,
SRELEMNRERFXAR—F, MARTHUAZNZ0E, BEAK.

BETZEARHERZEEL L WER, I SAZ-—FHESARENLT, BALBRAZXEN
ShmELT. KM eREWE. BT, SAEZHEFUARTET. NEHRE, PRAAGK, EEEHABSF
B RTEH .

11



(BSheE: BRI S VL EFHERIED —Z BRI RKer. > FRAF - RER e — KK,
ERAZToECEC EHEEE, TART M. )

FEX I

BULEANEERMNEETHNEOREE, wfRE—F2hEEEY, #HE5 - ERAKEF —KZ
MR GRE R, T ERHTFHHF

EREEAZLRXERE, #AACOA(BRIA). OV 2 (BHIA) . &u—F (4.
ERMMERRZRKERDHF, TUFRARANE EEH T UL IR B,

CoARARE, EBITHN (EREHMAF) | BER. SERGEGHNERLSE MG ENEER X
E—i). RIFEIBABRRINBELCARZR, EALFERBREA M —FEH. RENERFEZRR
(6%5), EXNRAREREREL LR BB EHH R

(BEXSADL o4)
DO ZARTEEZENTEAYE, HHAECZSE. THREHL, 22HEEEETHINE, O Z
%%%*@ﬁ%%&%,%ﬁﬁﬁ#%%ﬁﬁﬁ@&ﬁ,E@%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@%%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ,%%%éo

(HBETHHERIAEHSADD Y Z)
Eo—FUREATEE-—ERMER 6 ANTARES, HERAAERBELN 40 R, L&KFR, ®F
BALE. So—FT UV RERE-—CEHERNN, EREHE. gREv—FTURERIR, HEToEE;
ERMRB S, WEEXHEEGEFAE,; EREFFUBRAEHRE, e T EEERSF, TREM
R, THE o —FTUAARSAEAE LEBE, 4 REERA B EEEBHR--

12



(&0 —FVH44) mm (FEH B EH )
EHM-REHORBHRANEE, REFRSEHMEZFRE—RAE, MAEEMANIRFY, KM
CPEEBBL. AAXHENIRRLGZ LAk, 2BRELETHE RS D BHRILE.

(R &N T BT EAE)

' | (B oRITHR I FR DA LA XKy E T 57)
MAERW, R EREREFIEMS REE TFIH,

¥

(B2 FELTREHERE TR

=i L

—zl) (

B
&0 —FVELEREHNK T L)

BEH—. Z. W, Z. X, RHEREC0AFO D 2B MM T L3, REEFHE N
W, R TEH T Lanka £ —FTIERAIRM S ARE XIE B ALF XA, 7 2011 £, BFEwrE. H8 7@
RAH A WEEEH . Lanka EHF W T RK&%, THBHE. POFLERATFANIR, BFH. THE, FEE
FHEHNTHEREMEREER), ROMABRAREELLE T, WHEEEZEFETIRTEANTE,
HE, HEHHE.

RMKARECEEEZNERE + 0 HE, XIARLHERER. AT, EHNETELTER
BEBEHRABBRAER. THAMGELFER, FRWERREZE. TH, £FEC0ANOY ZRRTEHREE

13



BEAFRWHEA, KEETFRHAERMMAEREETHE. RATR, ARGBRALTERETRL, BHEFA
#H,

(LANKA 78 /)

PAT 2 TAF H ey s &

07:45 - 09:00 %1

09:00 - 09:15 | #A4L

09:15 - 09:30 | #&

09:30 - 11:20 | AF(HEZERL045 T2 1045 DHKAD D)
11:20 - 11:45 | K&, A0

11:45 - 12:00 BE T

12:00 - 13:00 | BT @A

13:00 - 13:15 | ##

13:15 - 15:00 HEHERONT LWL I09DRAED D)
15:00 - 15:15 | k%, FfT0 . #F%

15:15 - 15:30 | #&AL

15:30 - 17:00 | ##

17:00 - 18:30 | A& v 7 DAL L H 4

W AMREEEZEERET P ONHE, FRREALeREEF ONEF L E THEXLKE.

: BELER, B2 EEAREIHETHETREZE HABARNNER.

HE: TENESAZERNRE S

ENTEEAEOVCDOULAFK, Ny FHEI, 2270 &,
DUDULAZE—AEBMABFETFHNF. RELEABEINOVOU K AWENEZ, FRERHEANEDIEL
BE, Ny FEYRIGERAFNNEMR, BELRNEZEURREFHNTE, Vo7 ) > MAIREREH,
FETM EE s E B %

[

o

S
A

(—BEDD S A)
FHTHEAESHABEYOEL A, 7L —XRY—FD ., 88 FTLET%,
SHEMOE L AW ITHEERARERENFAFERAENRE L, BAAAHENEY., GFEECKELNES. 7V —
NY—RFVERMEEREIEET, WHERNEABHR KB EENEEUERT R, BT LT RZE—
HEFRBHNFME, BRRALZEEOVOUN L AWAE.

14



F |
(B ZP7—78) (F 48 B 2 [ 40 o 2 % B iy # A 22 4)
ARG, #h: 84 LANKA R2— BTNy, ESEF YR AEERFTEEHENTR, MEEELRELES
— AW ITEHZETEE —HMWEETLE, SHBFENTIERETEAMZ A,

(FE&E—F— W17 L IEE)

BAl: BB BRXNTEE, AXCEHEPZTEAMBEE, BCHEBELEREE. B€U—ABENET
LREH T2 HHNE A,

7— hiEE: REHWN TS, Lanka # G AL KB LH—FEMWMF, BFEZLNEMEAI KL, HRE
G EWIEAKE Lanka ABHEE, MW TRANEELE. ARBAEHELHLELERREZDIE
Fl B2 ), KB TEEELXHINOAHELERAE, HRHAATNE, P EXHREFHE;, 2X4
R—HRAEHALEERBENY R, REWC oA ZHTE—INBEERR., AXBEZREAXAT WG
#00 A 5

-/ E1EE

1]

(&7 ZXH, LERT LTS 2| )
(FRAEFLHNR BHATEG L, BRI —BRRTEE—EIFE)
BRAKARTET AW ES, BAZARMBEREEABN, 5 AR

15



KRR

ERE, BAAFEEZEECER. REARANER, THERDIEARE.

(B| B0 5 — %%% EARIEWFEEHRE)
HER, RACERRERCRBED A, (FHER, THRETEAH )

(HFE B A F 0/07657536%%&%@%/&77556%%)
WRAREREE, AXEREEHAE RN,

(7 4 12 7, E%ﬁﬁﬁiwﬁ E%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ%%ﬁx)
BEE BT RE, EEE R RERAAR R

(Hﬁ%ﬁ%%?ﬁfﬁ ﬁﬁﬂﬁAiﬁ RRITHRYTEEE)
H M KL B (B AR Lanka FTBREVE T A £2(K)), RABARM L —MEE!

16



%
TF

# 41

Fu

- il ik
(RE[BEHA—7">, THEKETL %)
%%,ﬁ%“ﬁé%A,&%ﬁﬁ*ﬁ,E%ﬁi%“%%%i,%7~ﬁ+Aﬁ%§%%%o

(%%Eﬁ\ﬁﬁﬁ\ﬁ%%%%%\%ﬁﬁ;i%ﬁ%A@ﬂﬂﬁ)

CHOAENEEBANBRY, WFEEARRE 9 KB EHA, RPAREE, TEAM. T#, TK.
K., TTTRHEHK, BLAREEENRHT, XRABRBEFL, MELRBAERNERET.

MEREE, CEEXRE, ROREEEME, £8 Avf 9 AWRERET, BEH—EEHFEH
B A

LM, Wo T&E T,

([SEDHFEDG 2 Y XEFBEL OVBEHDA s — P NEEESTOES, b, [SL2456 ) bF

DN [Frh) EHREICE0FL 2. | By C oA 16 08 2016)

ERE

1.

2.

3.

TETETE, #aEndn, 1283, YHRRTEIREEN, TRAZEHTWER. T EA/EM
— AR EHRE

—BHA-REBHELRC, EFERELART AR TE. RELKKREY, HRERE- A HTBHN
B EARBERY, ERHMEAARHA [RE], RALCAME.

HoEETRE 2 MAMBEUNRREE, EFECFEIHNAELEE, BALCTEFLTLNENIL
B, GHSWERNAZEHBERT S VERRLEZHA S AR RNN AR, FRAE, +4 K48,

17



Short summary:

The Karaimo program had been held from 8 July to 24 July. This year, 9 Chinese University
candidates (3 boys and 6 girls in total) took part into the program and headed to Kagoshima or Miyazaki for
2 weeks.

We had scheduled to meet at the airport at 13:15. Unfortunately, some students showed up late. It is
a kind of self-discipline, and mutual respect, to be punctual though. After going through all the security
checks and customs, we arrived at the gate 45 minutes before departure and started the exciting 2-week
journey by first heading to the Haneda Airport in Tokyo.

As all flights to Kagoshima had already departed when we arrived, we needed to stay at Tokyo for
one night to wait for transiting. The next day we took the 12:05 flight to Kagoshima. However, due to bad
weather and traffic control in Tokyo, we landed 1 hour later than expected.

We had been arranged to stay at “Ikiiki Kokubun Kouryuu Center” for another night before meeting
each host family. We met candidates from other universities there and spent a wonderful night with each
other by having meals together, chatting and the most important thing - “Nomikai” (Drinking party).

After enjoying the breakfast and the orientation talk on the third day, we had been arranged to meet
our respective host family. I was allocated to the Shirasaka family in Kanoya, Kagoshima, which is in the
Oosumi area and requires at least 1.5 hour travelling time from the center to the area.

Shirasaka family consists of 3 family members: Jyun (father), Norie (mother) and Kiisuke (a toy
poodle). Normally Jyun and Norie will go to work in an employment support center for people with
disabilities on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, with Wednesday and Sunday as rest days.

Lanka, the employment center, was the place where I spent most of my time in during the trip. Lanka
is a Finnish language representing “linkage” and it is the hope for all staff in the center to assist those
physically disabled, mentally disabled and mentally ill to establish linkages between neighbors, communities
and societies. Therefore, the center acts as a working training workshop to equip them with correct working
attitudes and suitable working techniques so as to build their self-esteem and self-manage ability.

Lanka provides 2 types of working trainings: indoor and outdoor, and luckily I have experienced all
the works.

For the indoor part, it mainly involved making “Nobinobi kun” dolls, silk printing and making badges.
“Nobinobi kun” is a doll stuffed with sawdust. Seeds will be placed on top so when the doll is watered,
beautiful plants will grow and act as hair of the doll. Silk printing means painting a specific pattern on a T-
shirt so that it can be sold at specific times. Making badges is also a task in order to meet customer’s demands
for specific purposes.

For the outdoor part, planting succulent plants, preparing fillings of “Nobinobi kun” and blueberry
picking were the tasks. We worked in a greenhouse to put soil and succulent plant in a specific container to
strengthen the root before being sold. Besides, | went to an abandoned cowshed to dry sawdust that would
be used to fill up “ Nobinobi kun”. I went to a blueberry field, where former Chinese University students had
went for summer exchange, as well to help harvest berries.

It was their arrangement that every Thursday’s afternoon, an art lesson was scheduled so as to
provide some sort of relaxation to the disabled. This time, [ was so glad to be invited to be the model wearing
the graduation gown to be drawn. It was quite surprising for them to see such a gown because when
Japanese graduate, they only wear simple suits.

Normally it is not usual to eat out in Japan. When we got off from work, we usually went to grandma’s
place for dinner. It was so warm for the whole family to sit together and enjoy the delicious meal.

In the leisure time, we went to the Sakurajima, which is one of the famous volcanoes in Japan for
sightseeing. Luckily the volcano only exploded 5 days after we left and caused no casualties.

We also tried the worldwide known Kagoshima dessert - the Shirokuma ice, which is a Japanese
shaved ice dessert with cut fruits putting on the top and condensed milk with special syrup flavoring.

It was my pleasure to stay with such a family and I really enjoyed the time we spent together. And I
have promised them when I have time, I will definitely re-visit them. (Actually I have already gone back to
Kanoya from 9 August to 15 August and in the early September).
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Short summary:

I have been studying Japanese for around three years, yet I do not have much opportunities to speak to
native Japanese other than my teachers. So, when I saw the poster of this Karaimo Exchange Programme, which
aims at providing a chance for students to live together with a Japanese family for two weeks, I immediately
decided to join. I was allocated to a family whose the only member was a 64-year-old lady, Mrs. Kamimura. And
much to my surprise, she did not look like an elderly, while I believe in Japan, such age could only be regarded as
“middle-age” (And later I learnt that her 89-year-old father was still healthily alive and even able to farm). She was
very welcoming and friendly, and asked me to called her “O-kaa-san”(which means mom). Before the trip, [ was
quite worried about my level of Japanese proficiency could not allow me to communicate with the host family.
However, it turned out everything went rather smoothly. I started by introduce my family and Hong Kong, then
chatting everything, from what do Hong Kong’ s people love to eat at breakfast, to how did Hong Kong once
became British colony. With Mrs. Kamimura’ s warm-hearted support, I really found myself improving, in both
aspects of language skills and confidence.

As Mrs. Kamimura was currently retired, sometimes she brought me to visit different interesting places in
Kagoshima, such as unique hot springs in which we can try “sunamush” by burying ourselves in hot sand. Other
days, I went to visit schools and played with lovely kids while teaching a few Chinese words to them. They are all
curious and I was delighted to find that Hong Kong was a famous city that even primary students knew it.

My birthday was in the middle of the exchange. When Mrs. Kamimura learnt that, she decided that she had
to celebrate for me without hesitation. Japan was just a county full of amiable and kindhearted people. Not only
that she prepared a profuse dinner, but she also invited friends to come over. I was so mirthful and grateful for
what she did.

For these two weeks, I could really feel hospitality of Japanese, no wonder why tourists always love Japan.
I also learnt a lot, about how to speak Japanese well, how to be a responsible and nice guest, and how should we
return other’s kindness. I think it was a wise choice that I participate Karaimo Exchange Programme.
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Short summary:

During the period from 8/7/2016 to 24/7/2016, 1 participated in the JASP Karaimo Homstay
programme and [ learnt a lot from this precious experience. We (CUHK students) met each other in HK
airport and arrived Tokyo Haneda Airport after around 5 hours flight. After that we lived in a hotel nearby
for a night. In the next morning, after we finished our breakfast we took the bus to Narita Airport. We
arrived there and the staff from the exchange centre took us to the exchange centre. We met some other
participants from Macau, Taiwan and HKU there. We spent a night there and in the next morning we were
meeting our host family. We would be with them alone, for 2 weeks. My Japanese was in a very beginner
level and before meeting the host family I was so worried about it. Luckily, after meeting them, I found that
communicating was not that hard because | had Google translate and we could use body language to
communicate. Also, my host mom and host grandmother knew English (my host mom homstayed in England
when she was 18). After arriving their home, I was pleased by the little brother Tora and he brought me
around and introduced me to his doggie Momoko. It was a pretty dog. It was not barking when it saw me
and was very polite. During the 2 weeks I followed Tora to go to kindergarten. [ experienced Japanese’s
high-quality education. The kids there were so disciplined and independent. They knew how to take care of
the smaller kids and they would clean and tidy up the canteen together after meals. The kids were so
passionate and they kept asking me questions even though I could barely understand what they were
talking about. During the 2 weeks I also participated in the host family’s daily events and special events like
doing housework, shopping, partying, studying, going to concerts, eating out etc. My host family was so

26



generous that they insisted on treating me some expensive lunches and dinners. Also they brought me to
some special places to go sight-seeing and try new things. The most impressive things was going to YoDou
(Tora’s elder brother)’s baseball competition. My host mom Chiho told me that finally Yodou’s team won’t
the game (Kagoshima) and got the chance to play in the Japan-wide high school baseball competition -
Koshien. During the homestay period I tried my best to help with the housework and wake up on time at
7am every morning. It made me feel sorry for my own family that how come I couldn’t do so in HK during
the past years. I felt guilty because actually my parents treated me far better than my host parents did. I felt
so lucky that I lived in Hong Kong and enjoy everything around the world here. After travelling to many
places around the world, I still think that Hong Kong is the best place I have ever lived in. I met a lot of
people in this trip and crossed with a lot of stories there. The experience not only improved my Japanese but
also taught me to be thankful to everything I had. Thank you very much for letting me took part in this
programme. It was really an unforgettable experience.
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Short summary:

In this summer, I participated in 2016 Karaimo Homestay Programme because [ wanted to experience
the typical Japanese lives. I lived in Hashiguchi’s family, in which is located in Kirishima Shi of Kagoshima. There
are 6 family members including grandfather, grandmother, father, mother, 13-year-old sister, Riri and 9-year-old
younger brother, Ishin. Father works in a construction company during weekdays while mother and
grandmother makes bread and bento in the morning. Grandfather delivers the bread to a retail shop. During
daytime, usually only grandmother, grandfather, mother and I were at home. I usually helped mother do some
housework and had some shopping with her and grandmother.

On the first day of the homestay life, it was the election day of Kagoshima Governor. Therefore before
returning home, father and mother voted. The result was announced that night. The candidate who was
supported by my host family won this battle. | was impressed that the whole family was extremely delightful that
they were so passionate about politics.

During this 2-week homestay, | had game cultural exchange, bread baking experience, primary school
and secondary school visits, extra-curricular activities class visit and blueberry jam making experience and so
forth. I really enjoyed playing Hong Kong chess games with two children. I appreciated they created several new
ways to play the game, for example, it may not be necessary to use all 4 chesses for each player when there is
insufficient time. On the other hand, they taught me to play the Japanese traditional game, Kendama. Playing
games is really a useful way to shorten the distance between children and me. Also, mother taught me to make
bread, which was very delicious and was a new experience to me. Besides, it is very precious for me to watch
Riri’s dancing performance, Ishin’s Piano lesson, swimming class, soccer class and English class as well. |
appreciated they enjoyed their activities so much. During this 2 week, | made 4 new friends from the University
of Hong Kong and from Taiwan. We visited schools and made blueberry jam together. In the primary school visit,
[ was assigned to the class of primary 2 students. At first [ was a bit nervous. However when the passionate kids
talked with me, I became happy. | was eager to introduce the night view of Hong Kong to them and they were
amazed. After eating lunch together, I played football with the children. For the blueberry jam making
experience, surprisingly it is not difficult to make. I would like to try to do it myself when I have time in Hong
Kong!

The two-week home stay was really a wonderful and unforgettable experience for me. Not only did it
enhance my Japanese, but also it seems that [ have become one of the Hashiguchi’s family members. [ would like
to return to Hashiguchi’s home when I have time in the future.
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6. 582/ MA MING SUM

The brightest part of my last summer vacation as a university student is probably this homestay
programme offered by the Japanese Studies Department and the NPO Karaimo Group in Kagoshima. One major
feature of this programme is that we were welcomed as a genuine part of the host family instead of a foreign
guest who enjoyed every privilege in the household since the host family received no benefits at all. Being in a
perfectly ordinary local Japanese family for two weeks, [ was given a rare opportunity to experience a completely
different walk of life and a different way of seeing life.

Background

The place of my host family is located at Hayato-Cho, Kirishima Shi in Kagoshima. It is a bit remote as it is
in the middle a large patch of rice farmlands. Therefore, cars seem to be a necessity to the local people. The house
is a two-storey traditionl Japanese one, with no extravagant adornments but every thing you need — and it is a
place where one would love to call a home.

The host family is quite experienced in receiving foreign students, where they once welcomed a CUHK
student and a french student who studies in the Dad’s engineering school. The mother explained to me that she
would love to welcome Hong Kong people (especially CUHK students) because the former student left a
remarkably good impression in her heart. Thanks to her, I had such a wonderful chance to spend my two weeks
in a family as nice and friendly as the Yamauchi’s. It is a humble family with four members, the Dad (a vice
principal of a nearby engineering school), the Mother (an excellent, professional housewife), the Elder Sister (a
high school student who speaks fluent English) and the Little Sister (whom I love so dearly). Usually all of them
sleep on the second floor, but the kind parents gave me to sleep in the largest room while they moved to the living
room during my stay. I was so shocked of their hospitality at first, well... as it was really quite overwhelming to
me. My room had an exceptionally enchanting view when the weather was good. July was so very humid and
rainy in Kagoshima because it was still Tsuyu (plum rain). A good weather is rather rare, not to mention a clear
view of the city. However, in some lucky days, I could still manage to have a glimpse of the top of Sakurajima since
Kirishima and the island are just across the sea.

The Mother told me that their house and even the majority part of Kirishima were under the influence of
volcanic ash a few years back then when Sakurajima was likely to erupt. This was such a nightmare to the
Kagoshima people. The entire house, the entire area were covered in an enormous amount of dust. Closing the
doors and windows or cleaning the house frequently was only to a little avail. The most affected group was for
sure the dwellers of Sakurajima island. They had to evacuate from their homes for a while, leaving all their jobs
and properties behind, to secure their lives. Some may tend to think that Japanese people are used to dealing with
natural disasters and they are numb to all these. But that face of the Mother told me the pain of futility of coping
with these horrible monsters that might destroy all the happiness of a village, a city or even a country over night.
Especially the period of my homestay was right after the Kumamoto Earthquake, the sorrows of futility once
again surface in some of the Kyushu people’ hearts. Luckily the unity of the entire race, and also some foreign
countries like Hong Kong and Taiwan, was so significant in bringing them hope, a hope to restore the prosperity
over and over again. (It seems that I should stop the digression here... ) Everyday, after the Dad and children went
out for work and school, the Mother and I just chatted over a sea of different topics — from food to hobbies and
from cultures and geographies. The Mother, although pretty much satisfied with being a housewife and being
limited in the house, is a well-educated lady who was an agricultural studies major in university. [ have learnt so
much from her, no matter a good manner (which is a greatly hailed trait of Japanese people) or a wider
perspective of seeing things.

One thing which was or still is really confusing to me is the humbleness or subtlety or what you may call
the art of utterance of the Japanese people. They do not speak every word in their heart and you have to read
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between the lines when chatting with them. Before attending the homestay, the Mother and I exchanged a few
emails from time to time. In one of the email, she claimed herself to be poor at cooking. I was really upset about
for a while since food is my comfort and my life. My worry was proven useless after having the first bite of the
dinner prepared by the Mother. Much to my confusion, I then asked the Elder sister if the cooking of the Mother
was always that good or not. The Mother was smiling in an awkward manner after hearing my question. Oh, how
foolish I was! It was clearly the biggest mistake I made during the stay. If you are reading this silly little feedback
of me, please bear in mind — read between the lines when talking to Japanese people!

Exploring Kagoshima

Two weeks was really too short to experience the whole of Kagoshima, while it was merely enough to
have a taste of the essence of the place with the guidance of the host family. As mentioned, it was really a pity to
go there during the rainy season. Over half of the days was raining cats and dogs and staying indoor seemed to be
the only option. Also, the Mother has to take care of so many duties so I tried not to disrupt her schedule just
because [ wanted to go out to have fun. The Mother was the most hardworking housewife I have ever seen.

She woke up at 5am every day, while other family members were still in their sweet dreams, to start the
daily routine of the house chores. I sometimes woke up after 10am if there were not any special things to do with
the family. It is considered really late to wake up after 9am as the children wake up at like 7am even when they
have a day off. But you know, old habits die hard... The Mother was quite understanding that she allowed me to
have more rest unless we had to go out, say for a class or shopping of groceries. My friends all bet my host family
would hate me for my laziness before the trip. But I think they actually found a lazy bone like me pretty
interesting. Well yes, maybe it is just cultural shock again.

The most unique outing in Kagoshima is probably the trip to the nigare-somen

JiiALE 4l restaurant which is owned by the Grandpa. It is located in a slightly more rural area with
sparkling clear water. Kagoshima is so blessed with good soil and water that animals and plants can thrive
vibrantly. Every cuisine made with these natural germs is just like heavenly delicacies. In his restaurant, we had a
super mouth watering feast made with local ingredients. We had the ‘somen’ running in the ‘sweet’ mountain
water, carp sashimi with fresh juice sauce, wild boar grilled with charcoal and many many more dishes. The
Grandpa was so loving and generous to us that he treated us with the best seasonal dishes. Other than the food, I
was also very amazed of the elderly in Japan being so healthy and hardworking. People who are over 80 years old
just seem like 60 years old to me! This Grandpa grows rice, fruits, runs this restaurant and hunts wild boar in the
mountain every day amid his old age. Can you believe it? I always know Japanese people are blessed with
longevity but witnessing these energetic, teen- like elderly was just too much to my appeal. See, Japan will never
cease to disappoint you.

Since the Japanese housewives are really good at saving money, going out for a meal is not that usual for
most families, unless in some gatherings or rare occasions or celebrations. Even in some gatherings, each family
brought their homemade food to the venue and shared it. This is a scene that we Hong Kong people can only
experience in primary school or secondary school Christmas parties. Although the food in these parties may not
be top-notch, I enjoyed the happy ambiance of the chatting and laughters with other families and their lovely
babies. Maybe Hong Kong people are not that common in Kagoshima, many families were really interested in my
life and Hong Kong cultures. The first thing that came to their mind when talking about Hong Kong was usually
Jacky Chan. I was really shocked by this! When I told them Jacky Chan is quite
notorious in most Hong Kongers’ minds, they just grasped and said X % ... At
this moment, I realized my duty to clear some stereotypes of them towards my homeland that Hong Kong is not
just about Jacky Chan! In some other gatherings with some elder people, I was really touched to know that they
actually cared about Hong Kong a lot. They read news about the Umbrella Revolution and even some more minor
political issues concerning us. This also made me ashamed that my knowledge towards Japan is so limited, maybe
mostly about food and some general cultures. [ am determined to start exploring more about Japanese literature
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and history after this'homestay. So next time when I go to Japan, no matter for leisure or study, I can really get to
know the attractions or cultural practices more.

A Bond With the Host Family

This was the first time I have ever stayed in a Japanese host family and I have never felt so intimate with
people other than my own family. Japanese people are always famous for their warm hospitality, although

sometimes foreigners or ‘gaijin’ (¥t A\) may feel a certain degree of alienation in this monolingual country. Luckily

I could manage to break this barrier of language after a few years of learning Japanese so the communication
between my host family and I went smoothly for most of the time. We shared every moment in the lovely
traditional Japanese home located in the center of a big patch of farmland together, just like every ordinary does.
During the stay, I addressed the parents as BREEA ‘mum’ and BR X A ‘dad’ and the sisters, as with their
nicknames.

We ate breakfast and greeted each other in the morning when the dad and children were going out for
work and school; we went to supermarket and prepared for dinner which was as delicate as the bento (7 4) sold
in first-rated restaurants; we watched baseball matches and crazy Japan-style variety shows while enjoying the
best desserts made by the mother. As ordinary as they may seem, a small but true happiness was blooming subtly

in my heart, like what they put it in Japanese, “/J\Mi#SZ". I have learnt to have a big heart and yet to appreciate

every little thing we own in life.

My experience in the homestay was not only limited in the house, but deeply went into the local
community — thanks to the mother. The mother is a housewife, where the traditional stereotype of women being
responsible for domestic matters still pervades in the more rural part of Japan. However, unlike the inward image
we may picture the Japanese housewives to be, they are rather keen on joining interest classes and making new
friends. The mother is so enthusiastic in learning new things despite her busy house chores, for example, she

joins classes like Mandarin, wagashi ‘F1%F (traditional Japanese desserts), and multiple language clubs. She led

me to her classes for a couple of times where I made friends with many of her friendly classmates. I was really
amazed to see retired people and housewives being so motivated to learn a language as hard as Mandarin. The
group of middle aged or even old people organized some self study groups to discuss the exercise given by their
teacher. They were absolutely the best illustration of the seriousness in learning and self discipline as in many
stereotypes in Japanese people. Of course, their lives are not only about serious matters. After a hectic day, they
sometimes have some drinking parties and have a beer or two. [ was invited once too! The friendship between us
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does not end here. A few nice classmates drove me around the Kagoshima city center and taught me to play golf.
Another local even introduced her sister living in Tokyo to me and we met up there after my homestay ended. |
believe every encounter happens for a reason, may it be brief or deep. Once the bond is built, it will never be
broken.

The Japanese housewives are particularly focused on building a harmonious relationship with neighbors
and people in society. Neighbors make frequent visit to each other’s homes and help each other out like taking
care of children and handling the classification of rubbish for recycling. I once asked the mother why ‘unity’ is so
important to them and she explained that in relation to the nature of Japan as a catastrophe-prone country where
people have to find strength in unity to keep society in order during hardship. This is really inspiring to me, as a
citizen in a cold city as Hong Kong where the linkage between people is gradually fading.

A Mind-Refreshing Journey

The few week long journey in Japan did not only hone my Japanese and give me some physical things
back home (like a big bulging belly or a handful amount of souvenirs), it was a spiritual journey which brought
about some changes from the inside. Since Kagoshima is not a very highly developed and densely populated city,
the connection between human and nature is still there. In Japan, there is a saying that goes like every creature
has its spirit. They respect every living things and there are many temples in every corner that worship different
creatures. | often spotted spider webs and spiders of different sizes on streets, it is not that no one does the
cleaning but they respect the lives of spiders which are thought to be sacred. Since July was still pretty humid in
Japan, there were tonnes of insects in the house and the garden. I once found a giant centipede in the bathtub. The
mother froze it with a spray and released it back to the nature, though harmful it might be. These urged me to
reflect what we are used to doing in Hong Kong all the time — removing a peaceful bird nest as it is noisy, killing
a wild boar as it is dangerous, clearing a large patch of wetland as it is useless to the development to Hong Kong
as a whole... In the 21 years being born and raised up in such a selfish city, I was apathetic to these cruel acts to
the nature until I was moved by the kindness of Japanese towards the nature. The world does deserves more of
our care and attention. Small deeds can end up changing a lot as time goes by.

Short summary:

The brightest part of my last summer vacation as a university student is probably this homestay
programme offered by the Japanese Studies Department and the NPO Karaimo Group in Kagoshima. One
major feature of this programme is that we were welcomed as a genuine part of the host family instead of a
foreign guest who enjoyed every privilege in the household since the host family received no benefits at all.
Being in a perfectly ordinary local Japanese family for two weeks, I was given a rare opportunity to
experience a completely different walk of life and a different way of seeing life. Two weeks was really too
short to experience the whole of Kagoshima, while it was merely enough to have a taste of the essence of the
place with the guidance of the host family. This was the first time I have ever stayed in a Japanese host
family and [ have never felt so intimate with people other than my own family. Japanese people are always
famous for their warm hospitality, although sometimes foreigners may feel a certain degree of alienation in
this monolingual country. My experience in the homestay was not only limited in the house, but deeply went
into the local community — thanks to the mother. She took me to various classes where I got to know
people from different classes: retired people, working office ladies, university students and so on. A few nice
classmates drove me around the Kagoshima city center and taught me to play golf. Another local even
introduced her sister living in Tokyo to me and we met up there after my homestay ended. I believe every
encounter happens for a reason, may it be brief or deep. Once the bond is built, it will never be broken. One
thing which was or still is really confusing to me is the humbleness or subtlety or what you may call the art
of utterance of the Japanese people. They do not speak every word in their heart and you have to read
between the lines when chatting with them. I was also very amazed of the elderly in Japan being so healthy
and hardworking. People who are over 80 years old just seem like 60 years old to me! The few week long
journey in Japan did not only hone my Japanese and give me some physical things back home (like a big
bulging belly or a handful amount of souvenirs), it was a spiritual journey which brought about some
changes from the inside. Since Kagoshima is not a very highly developed and densely populated city, the
connection between human and nature is still there. This homestay experience made me ashamed that my
knowledge towards Japan is so limited, maybe mostly about food and some general cultures. I am
determined to start exploring more about Japanese literature and history after this homestay. So next time
when [ go to Japan, no matter for leisure or study, I can really get to know the attractions or cultural
practices more.
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24/7:
BEBRHEA, ZRENEE

Short summary:

This is the second time I participated in a homestay program organized by the Japanese Studies
Department. The Oita Homestay Program I joined last year and the Karaimo Homestay Program are very
different. During the Oita Homestay Program, all participants gathered in daytime, so participants did not
need to be very proficient in Japanese because other participants could help doing translation. Also, there
was fixed schedule. The host had arranged many activities for us, such as visiting the province leaders,
Japanese tea ceremony, cooking lessons, visiting companies. On the contrary, during Karaimo Homestay
Program, except the first day when all participants gathered in Kagoshima exchange center, in the
remaining time participants would not see one another, so participants must be proficient in Japanese to
communicate well with the host families. Besides, Karaimo Homestay Program enabled me to experience
Japanese’s daily lives. Every host family could decide the schedule themselves. It could be sightseeing,
working or just staying at home to chat or to watch TV.

Although Karaimo Homestay Program did not arrange any Japanese-culture-experiencing activities
for participants, I got to know more about Japanese culture. I got more opportunities to use the greetings; I
attended the parents ‘day of my host brother’s school; I attended the lecture and seminar of my host sister’s
university; I went picnic and rode bicycle in Japan; [ wore “yukata” when going to “matsuri”. All these are
valuable and unforgettable experiences in my life.
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Short summary:

[ am very grateful to be able to participate in this program. The program not only allowed me to
enhance my Japanese language skills, but more importantly, allowed me to get involved and have a real
taste of the Japanese life. This, I truly believe, is a once in a lifetime opportunity as I am graduating from the
university soon. This program broadened my horizon and my social circle, and I was able to get in touch
with people from all walks of life - primary students, teachers, farmers, china makers and etc. Most
importantly, I got a more thorough understanding on the Japanese way of living and broke the misleading
perception perceived by the Japanese anime or drama.

Kagoshima is such a wonderful place to live and experience live. It is very different from Hong Kong,
being a rural and suburban city - no tall buildings, no packed crowds, and fewer cars but fresher air, clearer
sky and countless stars. Slowly walking between the fields was such a new experience for me, a student in
the city with the fastest pace of life in the world.

A lot of people learning Japanese, hope to live and work in Japan. I was one of them as well.
Through the program, one can have a deeper understanding in Japan in every aspect. And with that, one can
know whether they fit the Japanese way of living. Frankly speaking, I have no intention to move to japan
after the program. This is not because the program was unsuccessful, but because the program was so
successful that I broke all the fancy illusions received from all the Japanese dramas and anime and had a
real face to face experience in the Japanese life. With that, I know I do not fit this kind of living. This is not
because of any bad thing happened during the program nor any bad thing to do with Japan, just that I prefer
another way of living. Japan to me is still a wonderful place.

Another thing you can get from the program apart from the deeper understanding in Japan, is the
reflection it brought. It made you reflect when you experience cultural shock, or when you see the Japanese
behave in a different way than your culture does. For instance, one feels ashamed when he sees the children
in Japan clean up the milk boxes and cut them into a piece just for recycling, while he himself would not
even recycle papers.
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One of the merits of cultural exchange is to make friends, friends that are from other parts of the
world. In this case, I was able to make friends with the Japanese, for sure, and also with two boys from
Taiwan and Macao. Like my host mom said, the end of the program is just another beginning of our
friendship, I still keep in touch with them very often. I am sure that we will meet again sometime in the
future, maybe in Japan, Taiwan, Macao or Hong Kong.
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Ben FEEHAA, KROME, EEMBRAER AU WFRE—TEEFEEEBREAT, REFALES
GERER
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ZHERTAFEHRATUREER, MR LFEFZIBZMAER, ERREREALEANG2ER
BAMRRFHREGHN, BT OANREEEH I F—REZHEFRA G, ERRBET, RatwHH
FREH, BHERARZZTEANNE, TRALFFEMAME. ATLH, RELELTHITHAZE,
f£ Bic Camera WXKHERTEZEFAM, RATTUREZARTHRERBEAM. HRBERE MR
WERE AU BEME. REFER—FEET AU GEEBHENE, TXHEE, MEFELSMELMHE, RER
FEALHER, BREHESE. AARBEEERELT EFENER Vifi, RKEFREARANRKHF, BRIK
ERBES, TRANABTEGH. EERREFEREELMHE, RRAOCEN, THEEZ ETHHERFHR
AUEFEERAT . REAZEREEENRABEREERMHERT T, T/ERCFIREHTHEE AL
B, E—MEENBERERCARMOAABBEFLEHESE, MALEAK T ORCEERERE
FHERME R IR BRI,

E-VREERAZEE 5, TREAFELEEROCFLETQMARAE, MAERELTELE
BEZTRIW. AEBBYAAHAA, FARZREBEEANEGRER TR, BUEES., —ETHNEER
RER, AHE, REATRER—ERRENBAFELE WS EKR, RELZSTUNER, Kb
EREREMM 0T HRENSR. ERKELNTRF!

H N EE

BT LR ABERLUS, KALET —F-ENERER, ZEERNERE/NCURT 7R E T %
BT o AP — AR BRE H o R B

BMEE—RET ZHAKRTEwHT, #XlR. EAEFLEAREA LR EEARBENEA,
REEAMLFOCAMERLELEARBNENTE, TERFREEANE —EXHARERESTHNER.
MAMHHERX RO R RBEHEEERNEA, RBFRMAX —REZ2EE. EFN, FLZITNERFTA
BA%F, F—RRRBECCZHEREE. REFHAMC, BT 11 #HAHRHE, FHE, ELEFHHHR
KRETR, KABHFREAREEURRREEE —EBRERT, CHFTEFLEAC. I EHEFRE BT
BEREEE.

l 3

AXFEH, HEREARTEBEN—HOREFRAR LNEE, ROWBHLEFEFENRK, FRARE—
B eMAETHENR XA R, EARNERLTET, BEANERMK, THAHRAEE AN RERF
—EERBA, BRSO,

HRWER-—LBE, RInEREFRTEARE, THRRETHLRS, BHEXFRIERMK
ZHE. FERGRF LR 8 BRKEHE, THFEFR, Bt 10 BuER. £ - KRANWKERZLFMH
Mgk A g, wERHECH—ERH.

BARAE

BREHHNERBHBRER S ARUBERE-—EEREZEHREN L, RERARZ, HE
AUME -THRZN—EEE, MEEEHET RE, KECANARA/TXEN—2TF, ARSI RE, E2%
TERERAER. BREHFHECHRANREREXRIATEERARERANTA, MITAREARFMAA—LET
W, RETEFERABAEETNRAINRER. £EHE, RELE2T HAWEMIKT B B{T, REFTRKET
—EEmERENEARN L, TRZATERT, EELEROAZ22E. RE, ToRATAOFERMEE
®eE, HERAKE, —EREREFRY, F-THOELMNES!
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Short summary:

[ took part in the event named Karaimo Koryu in summer 2016 from 8th-24th July. I have studied
Japanese for 3 years but have never been to Japan. I have dreamed of participating an event like this and live
as a real Japanese citizen for over a year.

[ was nervous at the beginning because I didn’t know whether I could communicate with the family
freely and how I could prepare for it. Japanese department held a briefing session for the program in April,
explaining the details of the program and what needs to pay attention to like what we need to say before
helping the family to wash dishes.

After that [ got connected with my mum through Facebook and she introduced the strawberry farm
she owned to me. She also told me the things she wanted and some points to notice like wearing a long sleeve
shirt.

The day we arrived, we were picked up by the association and lived in a 14-person room for one
night. During the day we paid the fee, walked around the city and enjoyed the dinner with each other. We
also had an alcohol party at the mid-night, which should have been kept as a secret.

Then we were picked up by our own families and from that time, the program did nothing with the
association any more. [ was taken to Ichiki city. For the first day, we met the mayor and the person who was
responsible for those oversea programs took us for a sightseeing of the city, including the stadium, the park
and the museum. Then we visited the primary school and junior-high school of the city. We attended the class
together with Japanese students and ate together. We took photos and shared the different cultures. I found
them very hard working and they obeyed the rules strictly. Maybe that is the reason for the fast development
of Japan.

We also helped a shop with the operation. During that day, I learnt the trust between Japanese
citizens because they never checked the products in detail. We visited the factory of some fish cake and tried
the wafuku and maccha. People there were really nice. The boss treated us with just-killed sashimi and I will
never forget that fantastic taste.

For the experience of the rural work, I wiped the watermelon, helped to rebuild the strawberry
house and gave nutrition to the strawberry. For the rebuilding of the house, I got sick after half day and my
mother told me that [ was the best student she had ever seen because others always fell down after only 10
minutes. That time was very hard and I got sunburn as well.

There were also some other activities like visiting old people’s hospital, attending the festival of
Kagoshima, eating BBQ together with other farms’ master and visiting Kagoshima city with other students.
That was an unforgettable experience.

All in all, people there were very kind and I enjoyed every day there. It not only gave me the
opportunity to improve my Japanese listening and speaking, but also let me know more about the Japanese
culture, how a developed country works. I highly recommend this program. If I have time later, I will come
back again for the strawberry I grew.
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Photos
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