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"Personal” conversation in the public sphere: A content analysis of Taiwanese
news organizations' political posts and user comments on Facebook Pages

Abstract : Social media, as a new form of public sphere, help facilitate the way news is
being disseminated and discussed. The nature and characteristics of social media allow
news organizations to interact with the audience in ways that parallel to interpersonal
communication. However, whether social media could contribute to the deliberative
communication as the foundation of democracy in modern times remains unknown.
Considering that, this study examines how Taiwanese news organizations’ strategic uses
of Facebook is related to individuals' engagement levels and online political participation.
Specifically, based upon the framework of affordances, this study content analyzes 1,119
posts gathered on 12 news organizations' Facebook Pages and 2,504 user comments
between January 14 and January 27, 2018. Theoretical and managerial implications of the
results for how news organizations may build and host an ideal platform for substantive
political discussion are discussed.

Keywords: Facebook, online political discussion, political news, public sphere, social media
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From news to posts: A preliminary research on the privatization of public
discourse.

Abstract: Social media have already become the main channel that audience gather
news. This article tried to discuss how social media editors change the news frame by
adding footnotes on their posts. By applying information tools, the researcher collects and
analyzes posts from 50 Facebook news fan pages run by Taiwanese news organization.
We decode the Graph API of Facebook, then follow links to download original news
articles. With the help of Chinese text segmenter "nodejeiba", the research properly "cut"
the flow of Chinese characters into meaningful "terms". By comparing terms used by
news articles and fan page posts, this research found that social media editors use 60—
80% same terms with journalists. However, social media editors are more willing to use
emotional, personalized terms to high light or change news frames.

Keywords: news, social media, social editor, privatization, framing
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Reinterpretation of the right to self-determination of personal information in the
context of Chinese social network—From the perspective of the contextual
integrity

Abstract: To solve the problem of Privacy Paradox, which happens frequently in
social networks and the fragmentation phenomenon in personal information security
protection, as the rights relief foundation of personal information protection, the right of
information self-determination is introduced into China. Giving individuals control over the
distribution, circulation, and use of information in social networks is not only based on the
considerations of new property security, but also on a higher ethical value: in principle, it
should make the individuals shape their own external image, and weave the personal social
interaction. In view of the inherent limitations of the right to information self-determination
in the dichotomy of public and private spheres, this study holds that the defense law
assumption of the right to self-determination information should be dispelled and replaced
or supplemented by the protection of objective law. Therefore, the protection scope of the
right to self-determination information should take context when information is used into
consideration, from which the concerned person's information will be generated. From the
perspective of Contextual Integrity theory, this study integrates and analyzes the criminal
law cases of personal information infringement on social networks (from 2013-2018) to
investigate the right to self-determination information to social networks. It discusses the
rights attributes of personal information, and the expansion of the value category on social
networks, and the theoretical support that Contextual Integrity can provides in the program
prevention and self-regulation of personal information protection.

Keywords: social networks, personal information protection, information self-
determination, contextual integrity
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A study of privacy behavior of Taiwan Facebook users after the Cambridge
Analytica scandal

Abstract: The Cambridge Analytica scandal exposed the little noticed loopholes in
Facebook's privacy policy and management, discomposing users worldwide. Taking
this opportunity, our research aimed to delineate Taiwanese users' privacy concern on
Facebook and corresponding strategies against potential privacy infringements. By the
only survey of 503 qualified participants via the Election Study Center, NCCU, our findings
show that, first, among all the independent variables (user motives, habitual usage,
network size, usage time, age, education, martial states, gender, political tendencies, and
monthly family income), only support for the People First Party was negatively associated
with privacy concern, while the others were insignificant. Second, no privacy paradox was
witnessed because users' privacy concern was positively related to all the four strategies
for privacy protection: old content deletion, personal data update inactivation, content
visibility restriction, and online friend segmentation. Finally, some demographic variables
effectively predicted the strategies. Old content deletion was inversely associated with
support for the New Power Party, whereas directly with education. Age had positive
bearing on personal data update inactivation and friend segmentation.

Keywords: Facebook, privacy strategies, privacy concerns, CPM, Cambridge Analytica
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How did "private” discourses become public issues? —— The subaltern group's
practice of expression, cultural public sphere and the form of public space

Abstract: The social media has changed the traditional boundary between public and
private, and affected people's public life and discourse. In the era of social media, the once
marginalized subaltern group can enter the public space through their own expression
and shape the form of the public space. Different from the rational discourse conceived by
Habermas, the subaltern group tends to use literature, poetry and cultural products. Based
on the theoretical framework of "cultural public sphere" and the research cases of "Xu
Lizhi" and "Fan Yusu", the paper discusses how the cultural public sphere is constructed
by the practice of subaltern group's expression and the form of public space. The paper
pointed out that, "the cultural public sphere" has shaped the self-understanding of
subaltern group and the public's understanding of this group. Mechanism of empathy and
consumption play an important role in the forming of cultural public sphere, which may turn
into a repulsive force. The cultural public sphere is fragmented in form, which is rooted in
fragmentation of social structure.

Keywords: literary public sphere, cultural public sphere, subaltern group, public space,
social media
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Framing analysis in social media: The case of same-sex marriage movement and
public participation in Taiwan

Abstract: Same-sex marriage issue invoked a huge debate in Taiwan, the controversy has
not yet resolved, and seems not for a period of time. This study aims to explore whether
social media contribute to a rational conversation and help to reach a social consensus
regarding same-sex marriage issue. We content analyzed 1017 posts and reply of same-
sex marriage issue on Facebook. We looked into the topics, collective action frames, and
the stand point of view of each post and reply. We also interview 10 same-sex marriage
advocators about their strategy of social movement to arouse public awareness of same-
sex marriage issue. The results showed that first, the most common used action frames
are reflective frame, agency frames and emotional frames. Second, the effective way of
framing the same-sex marriage issues to attract public attention are sharing personal
experiences with friends on Facebook, endorsement from celebrities help to spread the
message of same-sex marriage. Third, articulate the issue with the trending issues, and
construct one enemy to unite everyone who supports same-sex marriage. Also, put
the responsibility on everyone help motivate people to take actions. The implication of
Facebook in the same-sex marriage movement and whether Facebook contribute to a
rational conversation regarding same—-sex marriage will be discussed.

Keywords: framing, social media, social movements
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Smartphone affordance and the ubiquitous urban space: Liquid surveillance and
privacy in mobile social networks

Abstract: The development of mobile and ubiquitous communication and devices implies a
merging of the global spaces of flows and the local places of everyday life. Smartphones,
in particular, connect individuals with others and link sites and data across the physical
barrier, which indicate the important aspect of privacy discourse. In conjunction with
technologies such as Global Positioning Satellites (GPS), Location Based-Service (LBS),
and embedded advertising, smartphones may also be used to monitor, observe, and trace
their users continuously, and in real time. While Facebook allows for the production and
maintenance of social relationships, users accessing Facebook from smartphones are
also able to spy on other's personal details easily and instantly. The traceability of bodies
and data has become the central component of surveillance systems as the affordance of
the smartphone not only gives users the freedom of spatial mobility but intertwine space
with time in the post-panoptic society. The goal of this study is therefore to investigate
the perception of privacy and surveillance of Facebook users who access the site via
their smartphones and their privacy management strategies by using mobile experience
sampling and semi-structured interviews. Drawing upon the notion of liquid surveillance,
this study also brings new perspectives to the perception and conceptual definition of the
liquid world where spaces are not fixed and time is not bound.

Keywords: affordance, Facebook, privacy, surveillance, smartphone
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Self-efficacy, risk perceived, trust, privacy worry and privacy protection in
the college students' use of WeChat: An empirical analysis based on structural
equation model

Abstract: By investigating the use of WeChat in six universities in China, this study aims
to explore the influencing factors and their mutual relations of WeChat users' privacy
worry, reveal the status quo and restrictive factors of WeChat users' privacy protection,
and examine the mediating effect of privacy worry on privacy protection. Based on the
empirical investigation data, this study constructed the structural equation model of self-
efficacy, risk perceived, trust, privacy worry and privacy protection. The study shows that
college students' trust in WeChat privacy is negatively correlated with risk perceived and
positively correlated with self-efficacy. Risk perceived is negatively correlated with self-
efficacy. College students' risk perceived and trust level of WeChat privacy positively
affect their privacy worry level. The level of privacy protection is positively affected by risk
perceived, self-efficacy and trust. In addition, this study also confirms the privacy paradox
of users in WeChat use. When taking risk perceived as independent variable, privacy worry
has mediating effect on privacy protection. In general, WeChat has the characteristics of
expanding privacy disclosure risk and universalizing user privacy worry.

Keywords: self-efficacy, trust, risk perceived, privacy worry, privacy protection
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Crossing the borders of public and private: The relationship between social
media use, cyberbullying, and life satisfaction

Abstract: Cyberbullying is one of the major threats facing teenagers in the Internet age
for it may cause negative impacts on teenager's physical and mental health. Therefore,
both the authorities concerned and the educational institutions should pay attention to the
phenomenon and its potential consequences. This study examined the role of social media,
including the more open form of social networking sites (SNSs, e.g., Facebook) and the
more closed form of instant messenger (e.g., Line, Facebook Messenger), as a potential
breeding ground for cyberbullying. On the other hand, this study also investigated how
social media, with its networked nature, may mitigate the negative impact of cyberbullying
with respect to moral disengagement and life satisfaction. Employing the 2017 Taiwan
Communication Survey data, this study found that the use of instant messengers, not
SNSs, increased the likelihood of being a cyberbully victim. In addition, being cyberbullied
was positively associated with moral disengagement, but it was negatively associated with
life satisfaction. More importantly, this study found three-way interaction effects among
social media, cyberbullying, and social support. Implications of the findings will be further
discussed.

Keywords: cyberbullying, social networking sites, instant messengers
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Embodiment: photographic use of smartphone and the discursive formations of
individual travel images

Abstract: Smartphone offers tourists a new kind of technology and practice of making
photos. However, little has been discussed about how this new practice changes the
visual discursive formations and meaning constructions of travel images. This research
chooses two APPs and three tourist destinations and studies the contents and discourses
of the photos taken and uploaded by individuals. The results show that the convenience
of the photographic use of smartphone has cause visual discursive formations of
embodiment and immediacy in travel images nowadays. This kind of visual practice and
texts are different from the traditional semiotic and iconographic approaches of meaning
construction, which shows the impact of technology and its practice.

Keywords: smartphone, tourism, discursive formations, embodiment, meaning
construction
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