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Reischauer, “Serge Elisséeff”: 23.
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H. Woods) Z4% o Ath AE Bl #F 7 O 2087 22 > J2 Wt R 7 WF T i BE 2 A o FE W4
1 BAGG - FRAM A 0 RRER i o FRAM Gl — 45t RV 4 F0 Gl R —HR
96 F o FRAR g B AN gk e 2 B2 M I B R AR N o AR FRAM Y A I AN
Z o FICEABEEAE E o SCE T DURMRSCS - i IRME E0E - 2R E
HAEAIERNN Z D > WP HE2-3ETE - 28 H » b XFHE « [1Rm B
W T AR R R A Y S o (B IRBTE R AR BURGE ELE > AR — 2
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" “William Hung to Ssu-yii Teng, Oct 11, 1939,” Jt 50 KEEA% S0 > 5% YJ1939011 ¢
Since the Ph.D. business is of such importance to so many Chinese students going
abroad, I have now begun to think whether it would not be after all a wise policy for
Yenching University to begin planning for such Ph.D. work as its resources may
support, say after a few years of preparation. At least, it is easier to argue for the
setting up of Ph.D. training and research in such Chinese subjects as history, philology,
literature, philosophy, art, etc. I have tentatively talked over the matter with President
Stuart and Professor C. W. Luh, Dean of our Graduate School. They seem to be quite
interested in at least thinking about future plans. The matter has not yet gone beyond
the confidential stage, therefore please keep this intelligence to yourself.

In the meantime we need first of all to study the best Ph.D. requirements in a
number of the Western institutions, and to adapt them to our Chinese discipline and
local conditions. As for Harvard, I found that the bulky volume of the Harvard
University catalogue which we have in the office here yields not sufficiently detailed
information concerning the requirements for Ph.D. work in the several subjects that
are open for Ph.D. candidacy. If you go to the University Hall you will find downstairs
quite a number of departmental bulletins which give in great detail the Ph.D.
requirements. When you have time, would you be so good as to go over them and
select a few and have them sent to me. I believe they will be of help.
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Havard-Yenching Institute Five Years Plan for Graduate Teaching and Research at Yenching
University, 1940,” B # A 28 5% © 315-4823-0717-0744 ©
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Mutual Promotion and Restraint between
Historiography and Sinology: William Hung’s
Unfulfilled Academic Blueprint in Occupied Beiping

(Abstract)

LIN Lei

This paper uses the transnational academic cooperation between William Hung’s
“Yenching School” of the Chinese “New History” and the Harvard-Yenching
Institute directed by Serge Elisséeff as an entry point to examine if it is possible
for the Chinese “New History” to break the methodological bottleneck set by
French Sinology in historical research and make historiography truly a science
that can stand on its feet alongside natural science and social science. Its concrete
manifestations on both sides of the Pacific are the conflicts of ideas and interests
between the Chinese historians, who were eager to break away from the approach
of skill-priority and return to the principal themes of history, and the “Paul Pelliot
School” which was losing ground in Europe and seeking a revival in the United
States as “East Asian Studies.”
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