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This course introduces music and philosophy as intersecting practices through which human beings give meaning to the world
around them. By exploring philosophy through music and music through philosophy from cross—cultural perspectives, the course
exposes students to a variety of ways that knowledge, existence, religion, ethics, politics, culture, and sound converge.

Rather than a comprehensive introduction to the fields of philosophy and music, this course uses a topical approach to explore
several themes in these fields through discussion of selected musical examples and readings presented within an interdisciplinary
framework. No background in music or philosophy is assumed or required.
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Learning Outcomes:

Students will:

e Become familiar with a broad range of musical and philosophical traditions from diverse geographical
locations and historical eras

e Acquire global perspectives on the arts and humanities, and learn to situate their own perspectives and
experiences within a global context

e Develop fundamental critical thinking and research skills—how to read, listen, think, and write critically
about music and philosophy

e Cultivate an appreciation of the role of music and philosophy in the development of various forms of
human community

e Appreciate the interdisciplinary nature of musicology, philosophy, and humanities in general

Course Syllabus:
Unit 1: Classical Traditions of Greece and China
Unit 2: Religion, Music, and Philosophy
Unit 3: Music and Contemporary Thought

Assessment Type:

Participation or attendance : 10%
Examination : 40%
Others : 50%



