ANTH 2710 Archaeology of China (2020-21)

Teacher: Dr. Sharon Wong Wai-yee

Office: NAH305, Humanities Bldg, New Asia College

Phone: 3943 5549 (office) Email: sharonwwy@cuhk.edu.hk

Tutor: Ms. Melody Tan

Office: NAH406, Humanities Bldg, New Asia College

Phone: 3943 7726 (office) Email: melodytanyanzhen@hotmail.com
Lecture: Monday 12:30-2:15pm

Tutorial: Monday 2:30-3:15pm

Course Outline

The development of Chinese archaeology in the past decades has completely reshaped
our knowledge about human and cultural developments in a landmass called China
today. This course will discuss the history and development of Chinese archaeology,
the subjects, theories, research approaches of archaeology in mainland China, how
archaeology is related to the construction of Chinese identity and nationalism, as well

as academic problems and debates.

Major contents of this course

1. Introduction- the natural and cultural context of human evolution in China
2. A brief history of Chinese archaeology

3. Important discoveries of Chinese archaeology from the Palaeolithic, the Neolithic
to the historical period

4. Who were the ancestors of contemporary “Chinese”?

5. “Central” vs. “peripheries”: who created Chinese civilization?

6. Trade and inter-regional cultural interaction in Chinese archaeology

7. Issues about humanities and archaeological science in Chinese archacology
8. Marxism vs. “the others”: the theoretical framework of Chinese archacology
9. Comparative study: how archaeology in China differs from that in the West?

10. Chinese archaeology in a globalized world today: problems and issues

Learning outcomes

After taking this course, students are expected to:

® know the natural and cultural contexts of archaecology in China

® have a basic understanding of the major issues, history and scholars of Chinese
archaeology

® understand ancient cultural development and human evolution in China, and the

consequences and impact of these developments upon contemporary Chinese



culture
® know how archaeological work is related to the political and economic issues in
contemporary China

® cultivate the abilities of cross-culture, inter-disciplinary and critical thinking

Learning activities

2-hour lectures and 1-hour tutorial per week for one semester

Medium of instruction

Cantonese

Submissions & academic honesty

As required by the university, from Sept. 2008, students must submit a soft copy of
their computer-generated text assignments to VeriGuide at a specified URL. The
system will issue a receipt containing a declaration of honesty statement. Students
should sign the receipt, print a hard copy of their assignment, and submit the hard
copy and the receipt to teachers for grading. The university says that assignments
without the receipt will NOT be graded. Please check the website "Honesty in
Academic Work" at: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ for more

information on plagiarism and on how to submit papers through VeriGuide

Grade descriptors are as follows for the assessment of this course:

Grade Overall course

A Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.

A- Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.
B Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on
some learning outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory performance on
others, resulting in overall substantial performance.

C Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a
few weaknesses.

D Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes

F Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to

meet specified assessment requirements.

Course assessment:

(1) Participation and discussion (20%)

(2) Mid-term report (30%)

Students will be required to write approximately 4-6 pages on their selected book(s)



of Archaeology of China (Due date 6" November, Friday, Spm)

(3) Final paper (50%)

Student will be required to write 10-12 pages individual paper on a study of selected
topic(s) from lecture(s) (Due date 4™ December, Friday, Spm)

Lecture topics and reading materials
NB: Required readings are essential for the lectures and tutorials and further readings
provide useful additional information or alternative perspectives. Students are

expected to finish all the weekly readings before the lecture and tutorial.

Lecture Topics
Week 1 (7% Sept.)
Introduction: the natural and cultural context of Chinese archaeology and a

chronology of ancient China

Required Reading:

I ~ BREME 2018 (HPEFH HE BRAERIRAR) » (PEIEEER © BEaes
HRF QR B S S ) - dEsT /Ei e THI=REEE 0 323 H -
Further Reading:

TRES 2012 (ML © 1949 £ ZFiZefs 2 AN RIS ErE2{EH4s ) - 05T RIEEHIR
e

Week 2 (14" Sept.)

A critical review on the establishment and development of Prehistoric archaeology
of China

Required Reading :

BREER 2009 (20 thacorE= d 2 htseames ) > Lo - SCHiReL > 1-29 | -

Week 3 (215 Sept.)

Who were the ancestors? The earliest inhabitants and Prehistoric cultural development
Required Readings:

F4°F 2005 (HREE T ABSUERYIER ) » J65 © B2 - 298-333 F -
Melinda A. Yang et al. 2020. Ancient DNA indicates human population shifts and
admixture in northern and southern China. Science 369 (6501): 282-288.

Further Reading:

PRy 2003 (AR AKE R E SO B S AR RE B R ) (B R B SR ELA 5T )
08 T EARERRE > 694-718 H -

Week 4 (28" Sept.)



Social structure and other characteristics of the Neolithic cultures in China

R 2008 ( HPEDHT A sl S LI R A WIIHTT ) EECCHGR (PRS2
ey HaCnlEl © Frassi s LG ) - 0 B MAREE 0 19-33 H -

EFILFE 2004 (R SEAEIRIT SR EIRRELE S ) - (PkFERERE) B © 30K
2ol T A s L 0 61—66 H -

Further Reading:

BB 2017 (PEDErAEsiF ) - J05 - SCiktt > 126 H -

Week 5 (5™ Oct.)

The beginning of ancient civilization: the Bronze Age in China

Required Readings:

sROCE 1999 (HEIFHIGL) et « 405 . 3EFE A . =BiE)E 0 127 H -
BUFT ~ BREEE 2018 (ELEARE NHYPEISCH ) » (tPEIFEEER @ 5 UR ]
FIFHIFHIFC) - 05T 4208 - BEE - RI=BEIE > 411419 H -

Further Readings:

FEZE 2017 (SRT4ER—IES AR AR A TTAT 1000 AT 250 FHYHET 1
) B BEEEEETAGL -

PIF -~ BREKRGR © 2005 (EHAITA—2F - Z4E - &5F  ERERCHE
e b A0E L EE . ZEES -

Week 6 (12" Oct.)

The establishment of empires — Qin and Han periods

Required Readings:

PRt GRS TSR - 2010 (FEIFHE - REE) > bl + TS
B - 131 F -

HHET G 2014 ((EFJTESEM ) TARLMYEESR: (SEmilad - BAR
B R BRSO E Eam LR ) - B BRI 0 20-34 H -
Further Reading:

PGSR © 2002 (FEEGEEZ ) - AL TEFRF > 23710 H -

Guest Lecture: Prof. Peng Peng (16/10 Friday Seminar)
Topic: The Lost-wax Casting Re-examined: Archaeometallurgical Evidences from
Early China and Its Borderlands

Week 7 (19" Oct.)
Cultural developments from the Three Kingdoms to the Qing periods
Required Readings:

KRS © 1999 (HEAHAYKER) > dbst : SCPptARet > 119—154 H -



FEIE 2013 (FEErgdbal= ) - A0+ JERURE IR, > 1-13 H -
Week 8 (26" Oct.) Public Holiday — Chung Yeung Festival

Week 9 (2" Nov.)

Cultural exchange and funeral archaeology in China during Tang Period

Required Readings:

ST 2009 (2 SBEE—EARTHRGE 2R ) - (BBRERZ  MEhl - &R
JeHEAML) - B =HRE)S 0 37-81 H -

PTG 2003 CRABREE E—RHRBUR 224205 ) > BN £ (FEFARZCMHE
) Lbft - B& - BiearE ikt > 322-337 5 -

** Mid-term report: completed report with Veriguide receipts to be submitted to
Blackboard by 5pm, Friday, 6" November.

Week 10 (9" Nov.)

Underwater archaeology in China and maritime silk road

Required Readings:

e 2019 (fEsErE T 5%) 0 d05T L BEERMREE - 41-122 F -
Further Reading:

TEEEE RINEIMOE S HYIEESR © 2017 CRIMNERAIGHESEEIZE (B5T
RO - dE5T MR AR

Week 11 (16t Nov.)

Inter-regional cultural interaction of Chinese archacology during historical period

Required Readings:
ARG 1995 (EROpZEFERMT S R B ST 22 ) - Pt © P RERHIAR L - 56 1-2
25 o

g 2016 (BT ARBEEIY SRRSO ) - C TRl o (A R flo g8 g 5z )
g BRI R - 283-309 H -

Further Reading:

b MAEAL . S 2006 R RE TSRS H B E ER ERAR ST ) - dBAT 1 SRBCL
B > B 12 % -

Week 12 (2379 Nov)
Dialogue between humanities and archaeological science in Chinese archaeology

Required Reading:
R (RS TS AR ¢ 2012 (RECE TRV ABIEM ) » J05T - XY



Bt > 1-5~ 142-172 H -

Week 13 (30" Nov.)

Public archaeology and contemporary issues of archaecology in China

Required Reading:

w4 2006 (78 FE R RS R R TR a s MR ZER )
Mgt > sadm (MR s PSS EER) - Juat © BRIl - 5S—14 5 -
EFR 2017 (FEFHHZEEECAERBEZ) - (Fh) - F9H » 3-13H -
Further Reading:

LA SCYIRGERT 2012 (G- ETEE IR ARE HN =EE)
o5t - B

** Final paper: completed papers with Veriguide receipts to be submitted to
Blackboard by 5pm Friday 4" December.

Tutorial topics

Week 1 No tutorial. Students to prepare and read readings

Week 2

Discussion: the natural and cultural context of Chinese archaeology of China
Week 3

Discussion: the scholarship and development of Prehistoric archaeology of China
Week 4

Discussion: Who were the ancestors? The earliest inhabitants of China

Weeks 5 No tutorial. Students to prepare and read readings

Week 6

Discussion: “central” vs. “periphery” of Lingnan in archaeological perspective
Week 7-8 No tutorial. Students to prepare and read readings. Public Holiday.
Week 9

Discussion: some questions about funeral archaeology during historical period
Week 10

Discussion: issues about underwater archaeology in China and maritime silk road
Week 11

Discussion: inter-regional cultural interaction in ancient China

Week 12

Discussion: issues about humanities and archaeological science in Chinese
archaeology

Week 13

Discussion: the uses of archaeology in contemporary China



