(English serves as the final version. Please sign on the English version. Japanese and Korean

translation is provided after the English version)

2.1 am not a native Chinese speakers but I have lived in China/ HK/ Taiwan for 10 years. Can

I study the Cantonese/ Putonghua courses for native Chinese speakers?

Answer: First, please understand the following differences:

Courses for non-native Chinese speakers

Courses for native Chinese
speakers

Textbook

Mainly written in English, with pinyin/
Yale-romanization. English meaning/ glossary
is provided

Written in traditional Chinese only
with pinyin/ Yale-romanization. No
English meaning is provided.

Medium of teaching (at
least for elementary level)

Cantonese course: Cantonese and English.
Putonghua course: Putonghua and English.
Chinese Reading course: Cantonese and
English.

Cantonese course: Cantonese and
Putonghua
Putonghua course: Putonghua and
Cantonese

Student composition

Students from different nationalities and
background who learn Chinese as a foreign/
second language.

Cantonese course: students who are
born and raised in China, Taiwan or
Singapore who have used Chinese all
their lives.

Putonghua course: students who are
born and raised in Hong Kong who
have used Chinese all their lives.

Curriculum Include the reading and writing of Chinese Teach only the spoken components
characters of Cantonese/ Putonghua.
[lustrate examples in local context
only (Hong Kong and China)
Class size 8-20 13-25

Course intensity

40 sessions per semester, 3-4 sessions a week.

Putonghua course: 30 sessions per
semester, 3 sessions a week.
Cantonese course: 40 sessions per
semester, 3-4 sessions a week.

Part-time award-bearing
programme available

Putonghua
- Foundation Certificate Programme in

Putonghua for Non-native Chinese
Speakers F["F‘JFF' (Jlé_ﬁ' ) fu#*
el

Cantonese

- Foundation Certificate Programme in
Cantonese for Non-native Chinese
Speakers E«uf[ (7R ;F[ M) ﬁl@
il HA

- Certificate Programme in Chinese Local
Language and Culture (Cantonese) [l
BrEAY [ (BIFD et vy

Chinese Reading

- Foundation Certificate Programme in

Putonghua

- TR R D
?@%(ﬁﬁﬁkﬂ )

Cantonese

- {?Juﬂ (J?ﬁkﬂ)%?}%ﬂﬁ

- EDFI(J%}\j)Q?ﬁ%\I%




Chinese Characters &7 FL#EE 2 #H

Continuing Education Fund

(Subject to applicants’
eligibility)

Available to 2 programmes only namel}]/ (1)
Certificate Programme in Chinese Local
Language and Culture (Cantonese) [[ I/
sip Y (0 (P JREEHZP and (2)
Foundation Certificate Programme in Chinese
Characters %9}l Wé,%?} S
Benchmarking exam result is not a
pre-requisite of funding.

Available to Putonghua programmes
only. Attaining a pass result in a CEF
designated benchmarking exam
result is a pre-requisite of funding.

Since the pedagogy is different between the two types of courses, and there were unfavorable

experiences in the past, the Centre strongly discouraged students against the crossed options. The

Centre normally does not allow non-native speakers taking native speaker courses. The Centre,

however, will grant exception if the applicants fulfill the following criteria:

1. HSK result is not accepted as a justification in such a case because students even holding the

highest result of level 6, cannot be regarded as “native speakers”. Thus, they are not suitable to

study courses for native speakers.

2. (For Putonghua courses only) To complete the two written placements available online. Click

here for test ond and here for test twd. Since only traditional Chinese will be used in the courses

for native Chinese speakers, only the traditional Chinese version is accepted in such a case.

3. Pay a placement fee of HK$600 per course. This amount is non-refundable and non-transferable

regardless of placement result. The placement will be conducted by phone one week after

settlement of the placement fee and receipt of all the relevant documents from the student.

4. Sign this declaration to show your understanding of the differences programme types and the

study arrangements.

5. No refund and course transfer are allowed once accepted.

I have studied the information above and I still wish to join the series for native Chinese

speakers. I understand that there will be no refund and no course transfer after this decision.

Programme: * Putonghua/ Cantonese (please delete if appropriate)

Name in block letter:

Date:

Signature:



http://www.sfaa.gov.hk/cef/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/placement1_trad.pdf
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/placement_p4c.pdf
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1. HSK result is not accepted as a justification in such a case because students even holding the
highest result of level 6, cannot be regarded as “native speakers”. Thus, they are not suitable to
study courses for native speakers.

2. (For Putonghua courses only) To complete the two written placements available online. Click

here for test ond and here for test twd. Since only traditional Chinese will be used in the courses

for native Chinese speakers, only the traditional Chinese version is accepted in such a case.
3. Pay a placement fee of HK$600 per course. This amount is non-refundable and non-transferable
regardless of placement result. The placement will be conducted by phone one week after
settlement of the placement fee and receipt of all the relevant documents from the student.
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HSK result is not accepted as a justification in such a case because students even holding the
highest result of level 6, cannot be regarded as “native speakers”. Thus, they are not suitable to
study courses for native speakers.

(For Putonghua courses only) To complete the two written placements available online. Click

here for test ond and here for test twd. Since only traditional Chinese will be used in the courses

for native Chinese speakers, only the traditional Chinese version is accepted in such a case.

Pay a placement fee of HK$600 per course. This amount is non-refundable and non-transferable
regardless of placement result. The placement will be conducted by phone one week after
settlement of the placement fee and receipt of all the relevant documents from the student.

Sign this declaration to show your understanding of the differences programme types and the

study arrangements.

Aot WolSofA Ty =y A olFo] =7ty gy


http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/placement1_trad.pdf
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/placement_p4c.pdf
http://www.sfaa.gov.hk/cef/



