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Language Matters is the official Newsletter of CLC, which serves as

e astudent corner for learners of Chinese to share their experience and concerns;

e aplatform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share their views;
e aresearch corner to share notes on language and culture;
[ )

a bulletin board to publicize CLC activities and related news in our field. Sale WT;]
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For CLC students and alumni to share their learning experience. Ms. CHEN Fan
Teaching / F5{|RPY Editorial Board/s&
For Chinese teachers to exchange views. Ms. CHU Hsiao-mi
Dr. LEE Siu-lun
Research / 5’;‘ =Y f"‘fﬁﬁ'd" Ms. MAK Suet Chi
°f Mr. WONG Ho-put

For discussions'on language and culture.
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CLC activities and news in teaching Chinese as a foreign/second language.
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From the Editor

Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 3 times a year. Submissions for publication are welcome from all
CLC teachers, students and alumni, as well as those who are involved with either teaching or learning Chinese
(including Putonghua and Cantonese). Please send to:

Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Centre

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong
Notes for submission:

1. Language : Either in English or in Chinese.

2. Length : Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.
3. Focus : Should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese, including cultural aspects of language
learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programmes and individuals in the field of teaching Chinese as a Second
or Foreign Language, both local and international, in either electronic or printed form.

Address : Yale-China Chinese Language Centre
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Fong Shu Chuen Building
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

Tel. 1 (852) 3943 6727
Fax 1 (852) 2603 5004
Email . clc@cuhk.edu.hk

Web site : http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc

Find Us On f
facebook

http://www.facebook.com/CLCCUHK

What is expressed by individual contributors only represents the writer's perspective, please note source if quoted from Language Matters.
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Teaching

Comparison Between Putonghua and Cantonese

[ 7=#ff] Ms. CHEN Fan
Putonghua Programme Division

isazre

)

IR EH T Mr. CHANG Kwun Hung
University Programme Division

I 12
Ms. WAN Ka Man

JF'IEJEF:[ Mandarin : % bai
’?,FLI%"F[ Cantonese : }j’{] ngéau

¥ English: to pull apart with hands
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SR TR e I B2 ¢ 4
Wix > ERf R oy Bl B s
jE Rt e (T R e
j[‘ - YR J'iﬁﬁiﬁ?’f@*@?‘f’ EEJ* @%ﬂ%j}fﬁsj
JERL N R A B IR R
FIEP)VES s SRS O e o S L
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PFIGLT TEY ) Ay o i Jrisn sy
HER BN Gt ﬁ-‘F‘, 27 (ngdautythn ji

yuhnbat) ; , T3 (=) =7 ) fL T =) X (ngdau
sdugwa) | °
L  $ &
X
A FARDIIARE RN, Al 5K, A: TARWIAFREIR T, BB Sy
W zhdo Xido Ming lai bang ni de mang, ta liqi da. Ngoh wan Mihngjai laih bong néih sau 1a, kéuih héu daaihlihk ga!
B: 4T . fh FEBAMRA RN T, ERIERT T . B:  MEAEREIE. (B REEMFEABTIR, #EE S F
Bié ti le. Ta shang xingqt gén rén bisai bai wanzi, ba Mhou taih la. Kéuih seuhnggo singkéih tuhng yahn ngdau
geébo baishé le. saugwa, ngaautyuhnjo jek sau a!
A ISP iR A: WIS,
Name yanzhong a. Mat gam chdam a.
w2
A SE UBBHIBYRIIE % <b o ek A: TRV BURRAT AR TR VR B T, At O
Ttignrs LK
Zhé ge youpan gang méi huilai méi dud jit jit béi ni Jek sauji ngaamngaam maaihfaanlaih mouh géinoih jauh
baishé le, zénme name bu aix1 dongxi a? béi néih ngaautythnjo, jouh mat gam tgehngsek a?
B R GFFEER i BRSSO  BERLT L e B IR, WEMHTE b SOEOORS TS, SFRUARAEIE, ARG

Al, zhé zhong xin chanpin you bao you jingqido, jiushi
bl naiyong °

Aai, nid1 san chaanban yauh bohk yauh jinghaau, hou jauh géi
héu gé, jauh haih thkamyuhng.

?ﬁ]?ﬁ Vocabularyg

1. B aixa

1. Of gehngsek

to value; to cherish

2. U#% youpan

2. Fig5 sauji (lit. fingers)

USB mass storage
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Teaching The Evolution of Chinese Character
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The Design of Auxiliary Exercises Based on Teaching Material
(Basic Chinese: A Short Course) and its Teaching Effects
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Activities & News

P

utonghua Egucation under New Curriculum
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The first Academic Seminar on
Putonghua Education under the New
Curriculum at Universities in Hong Kong was
held on 30 March. Titled ‘Where are we going
in Putonghua Education for University
Students in Hong Kong?', the seminar
attracted over 130 enthusiastic participants
such as relevant unit heads from ten tertiary
institutions in  Hong Kong, language
instructors and postgraduate students, as
well as key players in the field from China,
Taiwan, Macau, Singapore and the US.

L R R R TS R I|| R

The First Acadeimic Semin gl | dugatinn T rrnlum gl & aiersitie |||| hamg

Jointly organized by Yale-China Chinese Language Centre, Department of Linguistics and Modern Languages and
Department of Chinese Language and Literature, the seminar addressed four major issues in teaching Chinese as a
second or foreign language, namely language proficiency assessment, curriculum design, teaching materials and teacher
training. Representative from the ten local tertiary institutions presented their roadmaps to a better Putonghua and
Chinese language education in their institution.
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Summer La guage Tables (Cantonese & Putonghua)
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Language and Culture
(Based on Orientation Speech)

My name is Weiping Wu and I’'m the
director of the Centre. I always start my
speech by welcoming you to Hong Kong, to
CUHK and to our Centre. CLC is a big
family, with more than ten thousand students
so far. During our 40th anniversary
celebration, we had a family in which both the
grandfather and the father attended CLC.
They brought with them a little kid, a toddler,
for the gathering. I gave that little boy my
name card and told the grandpa that, when the
little boy comes to CLC later, bring the card
with him and we would give him a 50%
discount in tuition.

I don’t know whether you are going to
stay here for one semester, one year or longer,
but I believe you will love Hong Kong and
CLC at the end of your study. Language
learning is a life-long process. During my
orientation speech, I tend to say something
related to language learning. Today I am
going to talk about language and culture
briefly. During the Fall orientation, I talked
about “how to learn” versus “what to learn”
and, in Spring this year, “language
knowledge” versus “language ability”. So if
you want to learn a little bit more on these
issues, check the back issues of Language
Matters, which is our official newsletter.

Language is part of culture. Chinese
people eat with chopsticks, western people,
with folk and knife. This is also part of
culture. We all greet each other when we
meet, greeting is part of culture. In Chinese,
you learn to say “[24+[F5?” (How are you) but
you don’t just say that all the time if you
don’t want to sound like a student. In order to
be able to greet people appropriately like the
native speakers, you learn how to talk
according to the situation. When I see you
doing homework, for example, I can just say
in Chinese “fit =¥ 2" (I see you are doing
your homework), that would serve as a natural
way of greeting. Of course you have to learn
what you don’t say. An example given by a
Professor from Princeton University is, you
cannot say “f _FHFFIBI?” (I see you are
going to the toilet) when you want to greet
somebody you meet in the bathroom, at least
not in Chinese. We all know by intuition what
we should and shouldn’t say. What is said by
intuition is certainly part of culture too, and
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Welcome Remarks by CLC

Director at Orientation (Summer 2012)

not just language. While learning a language,
we should thus always remember to learn
about the culture associated with the language,
and to understand the appropriate ways of
saying things in that culture.

For those of you from Australia and
Japan, you are familiar with the direction we
are driving here in Hong Kong. If you are from
America, you may be driving on the “wrong”
side, or looking at the wrong direction when
crossing the street here. To know about culture
in Hong Kong, you need to know which side to
look when you are crossing the road. When
you do things the same way as the local
people, you are part of the culture. When you
use the language you learn, you need to be able
to say something that sounds like the people
around you, then you’re part of the culture and
part of the community. Then people around
you wouldn’t treat you as a student, but a
normal language user like them.

For those of you who want to get a job
here in Hong Kong, you don’t want to sound
like a student when you talk, you want to
sound like the local people in Hong Kong. In
order to do that, learn well in class of course,
but get out and practice your language as much
as you can. When you go to the park, the store
or the bar for a drink, go with the locals and
don’t always go with your own folks.
Naturally you tend to go with your own people
for certain things but try to make the best use
of the cultural environment. For those of you
who are learning Cantonese, hanging out with
some Cantonese speaking people will help you
acquire the culture that you cannot learn in the
classroom. An example that I gave at the
orientation for international students of the
University is to go naked while taking a
shower. You don’t wear a raincoat while
taking a shower. You want direct contact with
the water in the shower and, similarly, you
want direct contact with the culture while you

Fz-Lluw iy

learn a language. Your countrymen,
your classmates, your friends who
share the same language, all of them

serve as a raincoat that offers
protection but, at the same time, keeps
you away from the cultural experience
that you need badly as a language
learner. In short, you shouldn’t just
hang around with your own people,
hang out with the local people, go out
and talk to them, observe and acquire
the local culture, see how they talk and
behave. That will help you use the
language you learn.

It you follow the advice here, I'm
sure you would use Chinese not just
correctly but appropriately by the time
you finish your programme here. You
may not yet sound like native Chinese,
but at least people would not say you
sound like a student when you talk to
them.

By now many of you would have
noticed that I don’t sound like a teacher
talking to students in what I have said
so far. I didn’t slow down, I didn’t
raise my voice, and I talk normally in
spite of the fact that some of you may
not know every word I have said in
English. This is the reality of talking,
of human interaction in life. Such a
reality is also part of culture. So,
remember what I said: “language and
culture are always closely related,
language is important but culture is
even more so if you really want to use
the language you learn”.

Again, welcome to CUHK, a
very beautiful campus, and thank you
for listening.
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Do you know them? M2REAME R
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From left to right, front to back.

1* row: Zhang Mo (UPD), Wang Q (PPD), Tsao (CPD), Wang HB (PPD), Chen F (PPD), Ellen Mak (ADM), Dr. Weiping Wu (CLC Director), Chu HM (UPD), Xie CL
(UPD), S Lee (CPD), Carmen Yuen (ADM), Jessie Wong (ADM) and YM Chan (CPD)

2" row:  Shadow Lung (ADM), Lam Suk Han (ADM), Han TY (UPD), Xiao Qing (UPD), Yu YP (PPD), Xiao Y (PPD), Tsoi Hung Hung (PPD), Li Hung (PPD), I Wu
(CPD), Wang SC (PPD), S Wu (CPD), Kou ZH (UPD), Han J (PPD), Dang BB (UPD), Wang R (PPD), Doris Wong (ADM), Nicki Kwan (ADM), Lam Yim

Kwan (ADM) and Yiu Man Shing (ADM)

Back row: Yang P (PPD), Su J (PPD), Zhang J (PPD), Dong Zhixin (UPD), Pan (PPD), Du YZ (PPD), Shu Yali (UPD), Huang Y (PPD), Liu ZX (UPD), Gong LL (UPD),
Zhang Xin (UPD), Li Chunpu (UPD), Yang M (PPD), Shen (CPD), J Chang (UPD), Leung (CPD), Y Chen (CPD), K Shum (CPD), K Chan (UPD), KKW Chan
(CPD), Wang RM (PPD), Chan Man (ADM), Angela Ho (ADM), Guo YH (UPD), Liu J (PPD), Cheng (UPD), Kenneth Tam (ADM) and Christina Tsang (ADM)
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etirement of Cantoneseteacher Mrs. Tsao
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2012-2013 Calendar

Regular credit-bearing programmes

. Putonghua, Cantonese and Chinese Reading for non-native speakers

. Location: CUHK Shatin campus www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/regular.htm
Fall term 2012 17 September to 7 December. Orientation: 13 September
Spring term 2013 21 January to 19 April. Orientation: 17 January
Summer term 2013 4 June to 23 August. Orientation: 31 May

PRINCH (Language & Culture Immersion) in Xi'an, China

www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/princh

| Programme/ level available e JiLocation

For non-native speakers with a good Putonghua level 2 or above 15-28 May 2013 (2 weeks) Xi’an, China

Evening/ weekend part-time programmes

Putonghua, Cantonese and Chinese Reading for non-native speakers

Putonghua and Cantonese for native Chinese speakers .
New classes in January, April, July and October www.cuhk.edu.hk/cle/part-time
Location: Tsim Sha Tsui Learning Centre/ Shatin campus

() ° ° L]

Welcome to CLC’s Golden Jubilee!

1963-2013

RIS gy 2012 % 10 ]
Chinese Calligraphy Competition October 2012
FETEE T FSTBIEPE AT 2 3 AErRNseaammRes 20135 35 2 PEE)
International Symposium on Linguistics and CSL cum
Inauguration of “Chinese as a Second Language Visiting Professorship Scheme” 22 March 2013 (Fri)
Wﬁrﬁﬁ THF SO T Ay 2013 & 3 %]
50™ Annlversary Album and Jumbo Sale March 2013
Y BN =gy 2013 £ 10 £
Chinese Pop Singing Contest October 2013

i S R 2013 11 2]
Gala Dinner cum Graduation Ceremony November 2013

[ A SO ) Tt AR B | Ak B O, wFSREII5E www.50.cuhk.edu.hk.

CUHK’s "Towards 50th Anniversary" website is launched, please visit www.50.cuhk.edu.hk for more details.
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