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Implementing Dialogic Reading Instruction to Improve the Language Ability
for Children with Developmental Delays in Inclusive Classes

Yu-Yin CHUANG, Szu-Yin CHU, & Shu-Hsuan KUNG

Abstract

This study examined whether and to what extent dialogic reading (DR) can improve the
language expression and comprehension abilities of children with developmental delays through
a single-subject A-B-C-B-C-M multiple-treatment design. The effects of DR were evaluated based
on the participants’ results on the Receptive and Expressive Vocabulary Test (REVT) and the
language assessment checklist of the Individualized Education Program. The participants’
performance was evaluated in terms of percentile change in REVT scores and through visual
analysis. The results were strengthened by conducting interviews with the participants’ parents
and teachers — a form of social validity — regarding changes in the participants’ language
expression and comprehension abilities after the intervention. The findings are as follows:
(1) DR improved the language performance of children with developmental delays; (2) the
effects of DR were both immediate and sustained but not long-lasting; and (3) differences in
environment, attention span, and temperament among the children affected performance. This
article also provided suggestions on practice and future research.

Keywords: dialogic reading; developmental delay; language expression
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