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China’s Educational Stratification in the 1990s:

An Analysis from the Perspective of the
Educational-Technic Functional Theory

Qingyu Xu
Leslie Nai-kwai Lo

(Abstract)

This article attempts to explore whether the educational-
technic functional theory, originated in Western societies,
is applicable in explaining China’s educational stratifica-
tion in the 1990s. It consists of four sections: (1) intro-
ducing the major thought of the educational-technic
functional theory; (2) describing the phenomenon of
China’s educational stratification in the 1990s; (3)
analyzing the characteristics of the phenomenon; and
(4) giving a summary of the research result. The research
shows that the educational-technic functional theory can
explain only some of the characteristics of China’s edu-
cational stratification, and thus different theories, such as
the critical theory and the conflict theory, need to be
employed in order to have a comprehensive understand-
ing of China’s educational stratification.
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