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New Elitism and New Direct Subsidy Scheme:

Critique on the erosion of education capital
in HKSAR

Tsang Wing-kwong

(Abstract)

The speech delivered by the Chief Executive of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR), Mr. Tung
Chee-hwa, at the 90th anniversary dinner of the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong on December 18, 2001 has triggered
two controversies in the public forum of Hong Kong.
One controversy relates to the idea of new elitism, while
the other concerns the policy of Direct Subsidy Scheme
(DSS). Unfortunately, confusions of conceptual
representations, logical and empirical fallacies, and con-
tradictions of ideas are permeating in these discourses.
They have in fact grown into a language game, in which
participants can make reference to whatever they feel fit.
However, underneath this seemingly free-floating
referencing language game, it espouses an essential
education-policy orientation, which in my opinion will bring
significant effects to the schooling system of the HKSAR
and therefore needs to be examined critically. In this paper,
I shall start with an introduction to a conceptual frame-
work of elitism, which helps to clarify the confusion and
contradiction relating to the idea of new elitism. Secondly,
I shall trace the genealogical development of the DSS in
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order to demonstrate that the new initiatives introduced
by the HKSAR Government have fundamentally changed
the nature of the scheme and such a “new DSS” needs
critical scrutiny. Finally, by applying Bourdieu’s concep-
tions of cultural and social capitals, I shall illustrate that
the new elitism and new DSS advocated by Mr. Tung
will bring eroding effects to the public schooling system,
which the success of Hong Kong has hinged in the past.
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