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In Search of the Meanings for Liberal Studies in

Hong Kong Senior Secondary Education

TSANG Wing-kwong

Abstract

The Hong Kong Education Commission issued a consultation
document entitled Reforming the Academic Structure for Senior
Secondary Education and Higher Education: Actions for
Investing in the Future on 20 October 2004. One of the most
controversial issues evolved from the discourse on reforming the
senior secondary education is the setting up of the Liberal Studies
and granting it the compulsory subject status in the senior
secondary curriculum. It is also proposed that the public-
examination results of Liberal Studies will be one of the mandatory
admission requirements for all eight local universities. This essay
aims to clarify the justifications underlying these recommendations
and to review the meanings and values of Liberal Studies in the
senior secondary curriculum of Hong Kong. Accordingly, this essay
will firstly try to formulate the major arguments evolved around the
issue of setting up Liberal Studies as a compulsory subject in senior
secondary curriculum. Secondly, the development of liberal
education and general education in Western societies will be
outlined. In the process, the historical meanings of liberal education
will then be illuminated. Thirdly, the universal meanings of liberal
education within the context of modern society will be examined.
Finally, in light of the precedent explications of the historical and
universal meanings of liberal education, the proposed syllabus of
Liberal Studies in senior secondary curriculum will be critically
assessed.
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