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Localization of Liizu Cult in Lingnan Area
from the End of the Qing Dynasty to the
Early Republic of China: Focusing on Sacred
Places and Scriptures

Ichiko Shiga

Abstract

Since the end of the nineteenth century the Lingnan area, which stretches
across Guangdong and Guangxi provinces, saw the remarkable rise of
Liizu Daotan (the Daoist spirit-writing halls worshipping Liizu). This
paper is intended to explore why and how the Lizu spirit-writing halls
spread so significantly in Lingnan area. In other words, the paper will
examine the localization of Luzu cult by focusing on the “flows” of
people, goods, and ideas throughout this area and the “whirlpools”
made from the crossing flows of human interactions, especially at Daoist
sacred mountains to attract pilgrims. From ancient times, there were
various Daoist sacred mountains such as Mount Luofu or Mount Xigiao
in Lingnan, which had been famous for the legends of Lizu and good
geomancy. Since the nineteenth century, the local elites interested in Daoist
beliefs and practices began to assemble at such places and established new
Daoist societies usually known by the name of xianguan. The Xianguans
became a new base for developing the Liizu spirit-writing halls. The
second focus point of this paper is scriptures spirit-written by Liizu. In
nineteenth century Lingnan, simplified versions of the Liizu scripture, such
as the Liizu zhenjing, the Liizu jiangji zhenjing, the Fuyoudijun zhenjing,
and the Fuyou dijun jueshijing, were considerably widespread. These Liizu
scriptures all contain a simple sutra, called the Liizu shijing and a talisman
to descend Liizu. This paper will endeavor to investigate into the origin
of the Liizu shijing, explore what kind of people acquired such scriptures,
and understand in what way these scriptures were used.

Keywords: Liuzu cults, Luzu scriptures, Lingnan area, spirit-writing,
Daoism, sacred mountains



