
Asian Journal ofEnglish Language Teaching Vol. 8, 1998, pp. 81-91
。 1998 CUHK English Language Teaching Unit

REPORT

Aspects ofImpoverished Discourse in
Academic Speaking: Implications for
Pedagogy from a Mini-Corpus

Helen Basturkmen
The University ofAuckland

Language teaching to prepare non-native speakers (NNSs) 戶r specific genres
needs to be based on description ofthe language real秒 used rather than idealized
versions of it. The paper presents preliminary findings on differences in the dis­
course ofnative-speakers (NSs) and NNSs in academic discussion and shows that
analysis of a well-targeted mini-corpus of texts produced by NSs and NNSs
provides a useful source of insights戶r pedagogy. Examination of texts from
questlOf仰nswer sessions in university seminars indicates three aspects of the
discourse of discussion (reformulating, grounding, and using metastatements in
elicits) for pedagogical interest.

Introduction
Classroom discussion is an important part of many courses of academic
study. Lectures may involve question/answer interludes, and many courses
of study involve tutorials and seminar type events in later, if not in initial,
years of study. Discussion-based classes and question/answer sessions
within lectures demand a high level of proficiency in speaking for the
participants. This demand is one which NNSs may feel themselves ill­
prepared to meet (Mauranen, 1994; Furneaux et al. 1991). Studies show
that NNSs tend to contribute less to university spoken discourse than their
NS counte中arts (Shaw cited in Shaw & Bailey, 1990; Tapper, 1992).

The literature indicates that it is sociopragmatic or discourse failure
rather than linguistic deficiency per se which tends to prevent NNSs par­
ticipating fully and appropriately in discussions (James, 1983; Weir, 1982;
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