
Asian Journal ofEnglish Language Teaching Vol. 8, 1998, pp. 19-40
。 1998 CUHK English Language Teaching Unit

Reading Easy and Difficult Texts in
English and Chinese: Strategy Use by
Native Speakers ofChinese
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In this study, twenty adult native speakers of Chinese read and verbally reported
their thinking processes while reading eaη and difficult expository texts in English
and Chinese. The subje正的 ， think-aloud reports were collected as evidence of the
strategies they used and subsequently analyzed to ascertain whether there were any
differences in strategy use 叫en the subjects read passages ofd妒ring difficulty in
English and Chinese. Although all subjects demonstrated ωvareness of a varieη

of reading strategi凹， the pattern of strategy use in their think-aloud reports
suggested that where differences existed, strategies were used more frequently
when reading in English than in Chinese, and more frequently for d{伊cult texts
than戶r easy texts. These findings are discussed in the context ofcurrent research
which has used verbal reports as a source ofinsights intoβrst and second language
reading.

The pu中ose of this study was to examine the strategies used by native
speakers of Chinese while reading easy and difficult expository passages in
English and Chinese. Specifically, we analyzed verbal report data to inves­
tigate (1) whether differences in strategy use existed among twenty adult
native speakers of Chinese when they read English and Chinese, and (2)
whether text difficulty affects strategy use when reading English and
Chinese. These research questions are explored within the context of cur­
rent research and practice relative to learner strategies in first and second
language reading.

Reading is a complex process in which competent readers orchestrate a
number of knowledge sources using a variety of strategies to comprehend
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