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This paper analyses the extent of communicative activities in a Year Four
primary school class in Guangdong, where a national task-based innovation has
been mandated. The framework guiding the study uses a continuum of communi-
cativeness of activities, developed by Littlewood. The research methods
comprised 12 classroom observations and-17 interviews. The findings indicate
that most of the activities were on the left hand side of Littlewood’s (2004)
continuum, in other words, were mainly focus on forms, rather than focus on
meaning. There was not much evidence of teaching congruent with principles of
task-based teaching due to constraints such as traditional examinations and
limited teacher understanding of how to carry out communicative activities.
Implications for Littlewood’s communicative continuum and contextually appro-
priate teaching approaches are discussed.





