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Upholding the Founding Principle with Orthodox
Poetry: “Zhengsheng yinshe” in Hong Kong

in the 1930s

(Abstract)

CHING Chung Shan

In 1931, a number of Qing loyalists and literati who had moved to Hong Kong,
including Wen Su, Zhu Ruzhen, Gui Dian, Tan Rujian, Huang Dihua, and Deng
Shaoguang, established the poetry society, “Zhengsheng yinshe,” gathering twice
a month to promote shizhong (the writing of heptasyllabic poetic lines under a
time constraint signified by the sound of a bell) and the composition of paintings
with inscribed poems, through which they-advocated traditional Chinese culture.
In 1932, the society published Zhengsheng yinshe shizhongji. It was the first official
publication of a poetry society in Hong Kong during the Republican era. This
publication is worth studying because it records the history of the literati’s activities
and the setting up of a society in-the early modern era.

This paper aims to investigate the establishment process of “Zhengsheng
yinshe” and the unique features associated with Qing loyalists through a study of
Zhengsheng yinshe shizhongji and its related literature, so as to analyse the founding
principle of the society, which was to contend with the modern literature that had
become popular since the May Fourth Movement. It ascertains that the society had
remained active and continued to organize gatherings by 1936, which differs from
the current scholarship that considers the society’s activities to have terminated
in 1932. The primary activity was the shizhong competition and the secondary
activity was the exchange of poetry with the same prosody and theme. Shizhong
incorporates poetic creation into games, with the frequent use of literary allusions
as its feature. It is very much like typical poetry writing, in the sense that it is, at
times, embedded with the Qing loyalists” personal feelings towards the state.
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