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A Study of the Transmission and Current Status
of the Gaoyou Wangs’ Manuscripts at
Peking University

(Abstract)

Cheung Kam Siu

Wang Niansun (1744—1832) derived pleasure from reading.dnd ‘wrote scholarly
works all his life. Although only two of his books, namely Guangya Shuzheng
and Dushu Zazhi, were published in his lifetime, numeréus lengthy manuscripts
of his collation works over the decades remained«Ir 1922, the manuscripts of
Wang and generations of his family were purchased by Luo Zhenyu (1866—
1940), most of which were later resold to Peking University and have remained
there to this day. Given that the manuscripts are preserved carefully in the
library, only a few people have been @ble to examine them. Consequently, when
discussing the transmission of, the* manuscripts and the current status of the
original documents, scholars have been generally following their predecessors’
ideas or vaguely addressing) the issue with claims not in accordance with the
facts at all. Since 201Q,"the author has comprehensively collected the extant
collated works of Gaoyou Wangs', including the aforementioned manuscripts
at Peking University. While organizing the materials, the author discovered
that a nuniber of letters between Luo Zhenyu and Wang Guowei (1877—
1927) in51922-1925 contained important information about the manuscripts
before(they were acquired by the university. The dozens of volumes of original
documents also provided precious physical evidence of the traces of collation
after the acquisition. The purpose of this paper is to provide a detailed docu-
mentation and analysis of the transmission and collating process of Wangs’
manuscripts before and after their accession into Peking University’s collection
from the perspective of academic history. By means of a textual research on
raw materials such as the original manuscripts, letters, and diaries for the first
time, the present paper aims to restore the historical details regarding the

people involved and incidents occurred in chronological order, and retrace
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the cause and consequences thereof, so as to break through the relatively two-
dimensional mode of narrative adopted in the previous studies and rectify the
erroneous conclusion they have drawn. With a view to the fact that most of
the manuscripts have not been published and the original documents have
been unavailable for viewing since 2014, this paper examines the authorship;
quantity, titles and value of the manuscripts based on the author’s first-hand
inspection of the original documents in 2012-2013, as well as the phetocopies
obtained then. It offers an accurate account of the current status of the
manuscripts, establishing a foundation for a comprehensive, study of these

valuable manuscripts in the future.
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