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The Family Writing in the Poetry of Yuan Kequan
and Zhang Boju

(Abstract)

Nicholas L. Chan

Over the past two decades, there had been new ways of understanding Yuan Shikai
(1859-1916), his legacy, and his times. However, the research on the relevant literary
materials is still quite insufficient. Although there were many” poets in the Yuan
family, the only surviving collections were works of Yuan Keqguan (1898—1941), the
fifth son of Yuan Shikai, and Zhang Boju (1898-1982), a-distant cousin of Kequan.
Once scattered and considered incomplete, the poems-by-Kequan were eventually
collected, compiled, and published by his grandchildren/in 2008. Influenced by the
work of the Tang poet, Li Shangyin (813-858), mest’ of Kequan’s work focused on
his family. Zhang Boju, in his later years, had\written Xu Hongxian jishishi buzhu,
in which a lot of poems and their respective commentaries are related to the Yuan
family. Not only are the two collections impertant works of modern Chinese literature,
they also contain rare information abgut.the Yuan family, which in many ways, chal-
lenges the existing materials on theg topic. With the focus on these two collections, this
article explores how the two poets‘tried to construct their self-image and personal
memory, and seek self-recognitien through their family writing.
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