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Re-examining Yuanyou Politics and
Factional Conflicts: The Huang Yin Incident and
Its Implication

(Abstract)

Cheung Hiu Yu

The factional conflicts between the Northern Song conservatives during the Yuanyou
era (1086—-1094) have been conventionally regarded as a significant topic of Song
political and intellectual history. By examining the political career and actions of one
particular Northern Song scholar-official Huang Yin, this article attempts to dem-
onstrate the complexity of factional politics in the transition period from the end
of the Yuanfeng era to the beginning of the Yuanyou era (1085-1087). During this
period, the Yuanyou conservatives divided into several different political fellowships
and criticized one another based on their own political interests. Although Huang Yin
as a remonstrant gained a reputation for accusing reformists and the New Policies in
the late Yuanfeng era (1085), his hostility toward Wang Anshi’s (1021-1086) scholar-
ship was severely criticized by some conservatives in the early Yuanyou era (1086—
1087) and he thus lost his position. This article reveals that these conservatives’ crit-
icisms toward Huang Yin could be primarily attributed to the factional conflicts within
the community of Yuanyou conservatives. Specifically, this article argues that the
final removal of Huang Yin from the supervisor position in the Central Imperial
College was not only because of Huang’s radical iconoclasm toward Wang Anshi’s
scholarship, but also due to his intellectual and political affiliations with the leader of
the new Daoxue community, Cheng Yi (1033—1107). In this light, this article provides
a case study through which historians may rethink the factional conflicts in the early
Yuanyou era, as well as the political aspect of the Song Daoxue movement.
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