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Abstract

With the support of Party elders led by Deng Xiaopitig, Hu Yaobang
assumed the top position in the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). This
article examines the roles played by the powerful “revolutionary elders”
in Hu’s dismissal from the post of CCP (General Secretary in early
1987. Special attention is paid to the role of Peng Zhen. This detailed
study furthers our understanding of-the nature and operations of
Chinese elite politics in the Deng ¢ra; and of the complex generational
relations between the old revolutionaries and the successor generation
of leaders.

Deng Xiaoping (56/NF), Chen Yun (B ), Peng Zhen (321 ), and others
among the post-Mau Party elders had been influential statesmen in the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) during the pre-Cultural Revolution

Yen-Lin Chung is Associate Professor in the Graduate Institute of East Asian
Studies, College of International Affairs, National Chengchi University, Taiwan (ROC).

* T am grateful for the helpful suggestions and encouragement of Ezra E Vogel,
Roderick MacFarquhar, Chen Yung-fa, Joseph Fewsmith, Li Haiwen, Nancy
Hearst, and Jonathan Unger. This article also benefitted from the very helpful
comments of two anonymous reviewers for The China Review. I also wish to
thank the Ministry of Science and Technology of the Republic of China (Taiwan)
for financially supporting this research (MOST 105-2628-H-004-006-MY2). This
is for Yea-chi Chen.





