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Abstract

Based on the theory of intergenerational solidarity, this study was
conducted to investigate how the use of information and communication
technology (ICT) by Taiwanese parents and their adult children across distances
affects these relationships. The data were collected from an online survey and
in-depth interviews. The results showed that LINE is currently the most
commonly used technology for long-distance family communication in Taiwan.
However, the choice of technologies for parent-child communication may vary
depending upon the purpose, content, location, and occasion of contacts. The
findings also showed that structural solidarity (i.e., geographic proximity and
number of family members) and normative solidarity (i.e., strength of filial
obligations) were found to be strongly related to association solidarity (i.e.,
frequency of contact). The findings of this study confirmed that the frequent
interaction between parents and their adult children could indeed promote
mutual affection (i.e., emotional attachment), function (i.e., instrumental
support or resource sharing), and consensus (i.e., agreement) solidarities.
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