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Editor’s Notes

Power, Culture, and Paradigm Competition
between New and Traditional Media

Yi Hui Christine HUANG

Abstract

The 35" issue of Communication & Society contains an academic dialogue
and seven articles investigating communication practices in contemporary
society. This volume explores the paradigni shift from traditional to new media,
the pursuit of diverse values, and the relevance of the media given contemporary
political, economic, cultural, and other socially structured contexts.

Globalization, medium mobilization, and medium integration not only give
rise to new media and <'big data”; they also make the field of media and
communication research more contentious. Such transformation has created
room for new ideas in addition to new challenges. Figure 1 summarizes the
media analyzed in this issue, which range from newspapers and magazines to
movies and_@nline social media. The time frame analyzed in these articles
ranges from the Late Qing dynasty to the 21" century.

Despite their individual differences, the articles demonstrated a similar
concern for the media’s effects on society as a whole. Taneja and Wu’s paper,
“Does the Great Firewall Really Isolate the Chinese?” was originally published
in The Information Society and received the 2015 ICA Top Paper Award. Taneja

Yi Hui Christine HUANG (Professor). School of Journalism and Communication,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong. Research interests: media and communication
management, public relations management, crisis management, conflict and
negotiation, and cross-cultural guanxi research.
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and Wu investigated how a nation’s relative power affects the internet use of its
citizens. Their results hold a greater role for cultural proximity rather than
access blockage in explaining online behaviors. The academic dialogue between
Xu and Wasko concerned the movie industry. They discussed the role of
corporations and commodity production in the media industry. Sun and Chen
examined the construction of female identity in women’s magazines. Sun and
Chen then looked at “women in the previous era vs women in modern settings.”
Last but not least, Zeng and Y.-N. K. Chen both focused on the interplay of
traditional media, social media, social capital, and political participation.

Figure 1 The conceptual map for the articles in this issue
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