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An Exploratory Study on the Political Views
among the Readers of the Apple Daily

Pin-Hao CHEN

Abstract

Among the Taiwanese populace, the degree of social cleavage that has
resulted from the fierce partisan competition can be attributed to people’s
choice of news media. While past studies have shown that many Taiwanese
people tend to choose the news media whose content is consistent with their
political beliefs, researchers inevitably ignore the readers of the Apple Daily,
who are also significant in numbers and may have their own political views.
Through the secondary. analysis of the survey data from the 2010 Taiwan
Election and Democratization Study, the aim of the current study was to
explore the characteristics and political attitudes among the readers of the
Apple Daily. In addition, the current study also attempted to explore the
similarities and differences among the Apple Daily readers who reside in Taipei
and Kaohsiung City. The result showed that those who choose to read the
Apple Daily frequently tend to be young males, and they are less likely to
support Taiwanese independence in terms of Taiwan’s relationship with China.
For the Apple Daily readers who reside in Taipei City, they paid less attention
to the election news than the readers of other newspapers. In Kaohsiung City,
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the lower the respondents’ sense of political efficacy, the more likely they are
to choose to read the Apple Daily frequently.
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