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New Media and Science Communication: An
Analysis of Low Carbon Living Weblog

Meihua LEE

Abstract

For a long time, the mainstream media have ignored science
communication and failed to adequately cover scientific knowledge and
information. Taking the coverage of global warming and climate change news
in the Taiwanese mainstream media as an example, not only is the amount of
reportage scarce, but the faci is”that most coverage is adopted from western
wire services, which makes the science news appear to be biased and lacking in
local perspectives. However, in the internet era, many observers have asserted
that the traditional; mainstream mass media have lost their position of privilege
and have become 'less influential than the new media with respect to science
communication.

In the current study, content analysis was applied to examine the
characteristics of the posts for the renowned science blog, Low Carbon Living
weblog, including types, tones, sources, media frames, reader comments, and
hyperlinks. In-depth interviews were conducted of the administrators and post
writers to assess the blog’s operation and management. The results indicated
that Twitter and Facebook are the two major social media used by the blog’s
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writers. The results also indicated that the blog exhibits various characteristics
of new media including interactivity, hypertext, and the keyword cloud, and has
provided more in-depth perspectives about global warming and climate change
than the traditional mass media. Suggestions for future research are provided
and discussed.

Keywords: Low Carbon Living weblog, global warming, climate change,
science communication, media frames
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