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News Representation of Alternative Forms of
Energy in Taiwan

Mei-Ling HSU

Abstract

From the perspective of environmental communication, this study aims to
analyze and compare how issues related to alternative forms of energy were
represented in the news. A quantitative-content analysis was conducted on four
mainstream and four alternative news media in Taiwan, respectively, from
August 9, 2009 to the end of 2011, generating a total of 1,953 articles. In
addition to exploring the energy types and quoted sources of the alternative
energy-related issues<and how they varied by media, the study analyzed the
news frames and compared the differences among various alternative forms of
energy. The study then went further to examine how the news media
represented the mechanisms that could contribute to the public engagement in
alternative energy-related issues and how they varied by media and energy
type, respectively. Overall, great attention has been paid to issues related to
alternative energy. Nevertheless, the news coverage was lacking in elements
that could increase public engagement in the issues, especially the mainstream
media. News coverage of non-nuclear forms of alternative energy was also
lower in elements of public engagement than those of nuclear energy. As news
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related to non-nuclear forms of alternative energy was mostly framed in a
positive and promotional fashion, the intention to increase its relevance to the
audience might weaken the sense of public engagement in choosing between
various forms of alternative energy. Based on the findings, the study ends with
suggestions for future research directions.
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