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Abstract

In 1998, Colin Sparks published his famous work “Capitalism,
Communism and the Mass Media”, which provided an important theoretical
framework for the field of the political economy of communication. It has
garnered worldwide attention till mow. In this interview, Professor Sparks
shared his intellectual experience especially his personal research transition
from Cultural Studies fcilowing Stuart Hall to the study of political economy
of communication, as‘well as his research interest and observations of what had
happened in transitional societies such as the Central and Eastern Europe,
Soviet Union and now, China. Revisiting to the theoretical framework he put
forward 16 years ago, he had updated his understanding especially on the case
of China and tried to develop a more general theoretical framework. Professor
Sparks calls for the Chinese media researchers to pay more attention to the
non-political aspects of Chinese journalism and ordinary Chinese journalists,
which he thinks are much closer to the social changes taken place in China
over the last 30 years and Chinese people’s real life.
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