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Transnational Information Politics: The
Interaction between Local Contentions and
International Media

Vincent Guangsheng HUANG

Abstract

In the globalization era, the interaction between local grassroots protests
and international media has given rise to the “transnational information
politics”. Having exerted great pressure on domestic political control,
transnational information politics has posted challenge to the authoritarian rule
in many countries. Previous research tends to treat the international media as
scarce resources that local grassroots activists desperately need. However, it
seems that in some cases the grassroots activists tend to refuse to speak out
their voices in the international media space. Why are some activists eager to
get access to the international media and some are not? Drawing on the
theoretical perspective of resources mobilization, this research describes and
then examines this interaction processes by comparing two protest cases from
China. By contextualizing the role of international media in different protest
cases, the author proposes theoretical advances by introducing the concepts of
“dynamic political context” to understand the complex role international media

Vincent Guangsheng HUANG (PhD student). School of Journalism and
Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong. Research interests: social
movements, political communication.



Transnational Information Politics

play in local grassroots protests. The author argues that as important protest
resources, the usefulness and constraints of international media varied with the
dynamic political context. This paper concludes that the dynamic political
context ultimately shapes the ways in which local grassroots activists and
international media interact, and determines the degree to which local
grassroots activism can evolve into transnational information politics.
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