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Abstract

Due to its ability to represent modern life, the Ping opera became the
second largest traditional opera just behind the Peking opera since 1949 in
mainland China. Cheng Zhaocai's famous work, Miss Yang's Lawsuit, is
recognized as the beginning of this special tradition. Through the method of
historical anthropology, this paper treats Cheng's work as a cultural practice
and provides a thick depiction. In consideration of the historical context and
the interaction between the structures and events, this paper argues that Cheng's
work demonstrates a spontaneous modernity at the root of the social change in
Late Imperial China, which was generated by commercialized performance and
influenced by Cheng's existing narrative skills. In the following years, this kind
of spontaneous modernity has been successfully constructed as normal
modernity by Chinese modern intellectuals, demonstrating how events exert
their reaction on structures.
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