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The Current Trends of Online Journalism
Research in the New Media Era
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Abstract

The advances of online journalism in recent years have posed an
unprecedented challenge to traditional news media, altering how individuals
use and access news information, as well as how news information is produced
and disseminated. As these changes catch the imagination and attention of
media scholars, it is high time to review the current trends of online journalism
research. By examining the impact of new media technology on journalistic
practices within the communication discipline, this study focuses on exploring
the latest development of online journalism research in the following five parts:
1. The definition of new media and online journalism; 2. The history of new
media and online journalism; 3. The topics, methods and theories in online
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journalism research; 4. The difficulties and debates in online journalism
research; 5. Recent research agenda and future trends. The results shows that
the process of news production has become increasingly socialized, which is no
longer dominated by traditional news media. More news users began to
generate content, waning the gatekeeping role of journalists. All the research
reviewed was published after 2000, which clearly reveals that online journalism
research focusing on the impact of web technologies on journalistic practice,
news production and content dissemination has become a self-sustaining area
of research within the discipline. Such a review should provide a timely
conceptual framework of theories and methods for future studies in this stream.
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