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Abstract

To date, the social scientific research conducted on Tai Chi Quan
emphasizes it as a metaphor of traditional China in the process of
modernization. It initially served as a bodily discipline for combat, and then
later evolved as a method for body building and fitness before finally becoming
a cultural symbol of China. The emergence of the modern print industry
changed the communication mode of Tai Chi Chuan from interpersonal
communication to mass communication. This article is based on the analysis of
the books on Tai Chi Quan during the Republican China period and attempts to
discover how the representation of scientific discourse, commercial discourse,
visual modernity, and the imagination of modern China differs from popular
literature and artworks.
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