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Health Communication Research
in Mainland China under Risk Society
—Past, Present, and Future

Hong CHEN, Junmin LIANG

Abstract

Health communication research in mainland China constantly changed its
research perspectives over the 20-year period from 1992 to 2011; however, this
research is still in the exploring stage of subject establishment. After analyzing
the content of the research literature from this 20-year period, this study found
that although scholarly health communication research has improved and
expanded, interdisciplinary research still lags. Current research is focused on
public standards, crisis warnings, risk communication, and health concept
training. Literature concerning health risk issues has also increased. Public
health emergencies are popular in current health communication research, and
they will continue to be popular in future research. In addition, the promotion
of theory into practice, interdisciplinary research, new media technology
research, and international cooperation will be future trends in health
communication research in mainland China.
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