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Abstract

Reflecting on his scholarly journey that has lasted more than three decades,
Professor W. Lance Bennett discusses his approach to political communication
research, especially with regard to news, social movements, and digital media.
From a global and multidisciplinary perspective, Bennett shares deep insights
on the paradoxes of journalism, the new logic of connective action, the future
of democracy, and important issues for research on Chinese media systems
such as Weibo and citizen journalism. This dialogue is rich with empirical
observation, critical thinking, and most updated methodological lessons
including how to build a team of Big Data researchers. It offers a rare chance
for readers to learn directly from one of the most achieved political
communication scholars in the world, a true pioneer in studying digital media,
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politics, and society. It also serves a companion for the award-winning article,
“The Logic of Connective Action”, by Bennett and Segerberg, whose Chinese
version is published immediately following this Dialogue.
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