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Minority Communication Rights in the Digital
Age: A Case Study of the Taiwanese Indigenous
Citizen Journalism Platform WATTA

Chen-Ling HUNG

Abstract

On July 1, 2000, Taiwan Indigenous TV initiated a citizen journalism
platform known as “WEB ACCESS TO TRIBAL ACTIONS” (WATTA). This
platform was designed for island-wide indigenous people to transmit and
publicize their information and news stories. WATTA is worthy of our attention
as it helps indigenous people to raise their voices and enhances their
communication rights. Therefore, this project takes WATTA as a case study to
examine the implications of citizen journalism for ethnic minorities'
communication rights and the problem of the digital divide. This project
proposes the following three core questions: What measures does Taiwan
Indigenous TV take to manage the WATTA platform? How do indigenous
citizen reporters participate in this platform? What are the features and patterns
of news reports on WATTA? This project employs both content analysis and
face-to-face interviews to answer these questions. Through these methods, this
article examines the practice of indigenous communication rights in our modern
information society and uncovers the affective strategies of participation.
Hence, this research provides insights and suggestions for promoting citizen
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journalism and enhancing the communication rights of disadvantaged people.

Keywords: citizen journalism, communication rights, indigene, linguistic
hegemony, pro-am journalism
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