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The Mission of an Educator:
Interview with Prof. Joseph Sung, New Head of Shaw College
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It All Began with SARS

After the 2003 SARS epidemic, Prof. JosephJ. Y. Sung became
a household name in Hong Kong. He was hailed as one of
the “‘Asian Heroes’ by Time magazine, honoured with the
Distinguished Award for Scientist and Medical Profession
in the Fight Against SARS 2003 by RTHK and Ming Pao
Hong Kong, elected Leader of the Year 2003: Community
and Public Affairs by Sing Tao Daily and Hong Kong iMail,
and awarded the Silver Bauhinia Star by the Hong Kong

Government in 2004.

Now the associate dean of the Faculty of Medicine, Prof.
Sung joined the Faculty of Medicine of CUHK in 1992 and
was made chair professor and chairman of the Department of
Medicine and Therapeutics in only six years. He has received
countless awards in teaching and research, including the
Cheung Kong Achievement Award in 2006 and the State
Scientific and Technological Progress Award second-class

award earlier this year.

In his inaugural address as the Head of Shaw College, he
summed up what he had learnt during the SARS epidemic.
“No strategy is always right. No single person is indispensable.
No hero is unbeatable. No success is everlasting. Only through
learning from our past and passing it on to the next generation
can we perpetuate our history. From there on, I decided to

commit myself to education.” (Inaugural address of Prof. Sung)

Making a Mark
While his career steadily developed and his reputation rose,
Prof. Sung pondered his future. “‘What can I do to leave a

more profound mark on the second half of my life?’

Prof. Sung said while it was understandable for a university
to pursue academic excellence in the face of keen competition,
he could not help wondering. ‘Amidst fixations on ranking,
awards and publications, what is the place of our students?
In the pursuit of prestige, the fundamental mission of a
university, namely, education of the next generation, seems
to be lost on us.” He decided to give top priority to the

education of students.

Back to Students

‘The mere imparting of knowledge does not guarantee that
a medical student would make a good doctor or a useful
person,” Prof. Sung said. A medical student infected with
SARS once told him in a letter that he found the three weeks
in the hospital ward the most rewarding experience during
the course of the medical programme, because he could view
the profession of a doctor from the perspective of a patient.
It dawned on the professor that ‘classrooms aren’t the only
places I can teach. It's equally important that I serve as a role

model for my students.’

A large class of the Faculty of Medicine usually comprises
about 150 students. In the hospital wards, teachers and
students hardly recognize each other’s face because they are
all covered by masks. Prof. Sung kept thinking about taking
up a new role so he could develop a closer relationship with
his students. When asked whether he would like to be the

Head of Shaw College, he had hesitated, but the Thousand-
(4 F B To be continued)
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People Feast hosted by the College last year gave him a

shot of confidence.

When Professor Meets Singer

‘It turned out to be more than an ordinary dinner.’
The most unforgettable episode was his singing at
the request of comic songstress Mimi Chu. The duo’s
performance was filmed, dubbed ‘Mimi Chu X Joseph
Sung’, and uploaded to YouTube.

‘My seat was very close to the stage. I had an ominous
feeling when our eyes met. Then when I was about to
leave, she hollered me an invitation to go on stage.” Their
performance brought the house down and Prof. Sung

believed he had passed the ‘job interview’ by the students.

Two Dreams

After taking office, Prof. Sung has two dreams. ‘First of
all, I see the College serving as an arena of activities and
a platform for liberal education. I hope the students will
care about their country, society, and the people around
them, instead of being fixated on personal prospects
and monetary gains. Secondly, I hope that through non-
formal education, we will nurture individuals with
vision, charisma and communication skills who will

serve and lead.

Prof. Sung said the Colleges are not just student hostels.
A college should be a place where students discover their
true selves, make their transition to adulthood, and find
their ideals. It is also where students live with roommates,

join groups and take part in various activities.

The headship of Shaw College may not be something
to beef up Prof. Sung’s professional profile. A dedicated
professor and doctor, he has kept searching for his
mission in life and as an educator. Taking up this new
position, he will definitely sow into the minds of the
students seeds of wisdom and integrity. Is that not an

achievement already? [

Vice-Chancellor’s Spring Reception for the Media
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he University invited members of the media to a
Tspring reception with Prof. Lawrence J. Lau (middle),
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Kenneth Young (right 2), Prof. Liu
Pak-wai (left 2), Prof. Jack Cheng (left 1), and Prof. Ching
Pak-chung (right 1), Pro-Vice-Chancellors of CUHK, at

the Vice-Chancellor’s Residence on 21 February.

Details of the University’s achievements in the past year
were recapitulated. These include the establishment of
three new Colleges — C.W. Chu College, Wu Yee Sun
College and Lee Woo Sing College, the high quality of
the student intake, staff’s excellent performance, and
our success in fundraising including qualifying for
the maximum grant in the fourth round of the UGC’s

matching grant scheme.

Prof. Lau pointed out that CUHK will celebrate its
45th birthday in October 2008. In the year ahead, the
University will continue to focus efforts on the following
tasks: prepare for the launch of the 3+3+4 academic
structure; help the existing four Colleges upgrade their
facilities and, if they so wish, build new hostels and
increase their residential ratio; further expand student
exchange programmes and increase opportunities
for overseas internship; build a green campus that is
sustainable, and formulate a campus master plan to

guide its overall development. [
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First Academicians Lecture Series
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I Perspectives of 3+3+4 Education Reform
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From left: Dr. Glenn Shive, Mr. Po Chung, Dr. Barbara Schneider, Prof. Wong Suk-ying,

Dr. Anthony Tam, Prof. Kim Doo-hwan, and Dr. Chang Duk-jin
HRAL g B R - s 5E L R A R Ik OB
AR T OE S B A U = = B
B G SR LA 10 H 8T > sl T e ik A
REYFENZE B G GBS HAEBENEE T
EE 2 -

I
HAB#H B Other News

DL HE R - 75 R 4B
Details of the following news are available at:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/iso/newsletter/
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ive academicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences

(CAS) and three CAS delegates — Mr. Ma Yang,
(director general, General Office of Academic Divisions),
Mr. Zhang Xinggen, (director, Division of Hong Kong,
Macao and Taiwan Affairs), and Mr. Wang Shu, (director,
Division of Life Sciences and Medicine, General Office
of Academic Divisions), visited CUHK from 28 January
to 2 February and hosted the first lecture series by

academicians.

The five academicians including Prof. Liu Yixun (Institute
of Zoology, CAS), Prof. Sun Handong (Kunming Institute
of Botany, CAS), Prof. Zhang Yonglian (Institute of
Biochemistry and Cell Biology, Shanghai Institutes for
Biological Sciences, CAS), Prof. Zhao Guoping (Institute
of Plant Physiology and Ecology, Shanghai Institutes for
Biological Sciences, CAS), and Prof. Ju Gong (Institute
of Neurosciences, Fourth Military Medical University),
delivered public lectures on 1 February. Over a hundred
participants attended the event and engaged in fruitful

dialogue with the scholars. [

he Forum on HK’s 3+3+4 Education Reforms in
Asian Regional Perspective, organized by the CUHK
Sociology Department, the Hong Kong America Center
(HKACQ), and the City University, was held on 10 January.
Over 100 educators from all UGC-funded and other

institutions participated in the event.

Prof. Wong Suk-ying and Prof. Kim Doo-hwan of the
Department of Sociology organized the forum with Dr.
Glenn Shive of the HKAC. Mr. Po Chung, chairman
emeritus of DHL International Ltd., supported the forum
as part of his generous contribution to the Fulbright—

Hong Kong General Education project.

Keynote speakers, including Dr. Barbara Schneider, Michigan
State University, Dr. Anthony Tam, Academia Sinica in
Taiwan, and Dr. Chang Duk-jin, Seoul National University,
described to colleagues changes in the articulation from
school to university, and from university to the world of
work in the USA, Taiwan and Korea. All spoke of the need to
strike a new balance between a broad liberal arts education

and specialization in the various fields of study and work. £
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University
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CUHK'’s First
Theoretical
Computing Winter
School for Elite
Students from Top
Asian Universities
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Geography Professor Receives State Natural Science Award
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Two Research Projects Received Grants

4 KB CUHK Newsletter

rof. Leung Yee, Professor of Geography, has won the
Psecond-class award of the 2007 State Natural Science
Award with his novel research on the analysis of complex
data. The theoretical results and algorithms of his research
can effectively help to discover, for example, seismic belts
and active seismic episodes from spatial and temporal

earthquake data.

Prof. Leung said, ‘The purpose of my research is to
solve problems and find the truth, although the award is

certainly an encour agement.’

The second-class natural science award was conferred
on the project ‘Fundamental Theoretical Research on
Data Modeling Based on Cognitive and Non-Euclidean
Framework’. “The story began with a discussion with Prof.
Xu Zongben from Xi'an Jiaotong University, a visiting
scholar of the CUHK'’s Department of Geography and
Resource Management 15 years ago.” Prof. Leung and Prof.
Xu share an interest in building a theoretical framework
for computers to analyse immense and complex data, then

drawing conclusions from their analyses.

Led by Prof. Leung, the research
was launched with team members
including Prof. Xu, Prof. Zhang
Jiangshe and Prof. Peng Jigen of
Xi'an Jiaotong University, and R
Prof. Ma Jianghong, Chang’an
University. It capitalizes on the
power of human intelligence
and machine efficiency to model
highly complex data through
the integrated employment
of methods in geography,

mathematics,  statistics, and
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State Natural Science Award

The State Natural Science Award (SNSA) is China’s most prestigious award in natural science.
It recognizes achievements in various fields of natural science that have brought significant
advancement in scientific knowledge. A total of 39 research projects were presented the second-
class prize, and the first-class award, bestowed only on achievements

BERB/ P ABREBREAVBENEER - B B_SROBERREDLH
B REHR  REXIERRMBREERE LA - E=FRO B REMNE IR
EAEBTIRERZRHR  URNERNTEEZR N EHREEEEHK °

information science on the basis

of cognitive and biological laws.

The research also came up
with a theoretical construct for
applications in identifying land
covers and natural resources
hidden in remote sensing, as well
as radar data. [

of monumental significance, was not conferred in 2007.

Over the years, a total of eight CUHK professors have received the
SNSA. Prof. Henry N.C. Wong, Prof. Wu Chi and Prof. Jimmy Yu
Chai-mei of the Department of Chemistry, and Prof. Dennis Y.M. Lo
of the Department of Chemical Pathology received the second-class
award, Prof. Thomas C.W. Mak of the Department of Chemistry
and Prof. Tony Lee of the Department of Information Engineering
received the third-class award, while Prof. Chan Hsiao-chang and
Prof. Patrick Y.D. Wong of the Department of Physiology received
the fourth-class award.
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Finance Professor Wins Outstanding Paper Award
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Prof. Cong Wang, assistant professor in the Department of Finance, received the Hana Bank Outstanding Paper Award

at the Second International Conference on Asia-Pacific Financial Markets in Seoul, South Korea in December 2007. Prof.

Wang's paper, “Agency Problems at Dual-class Companies’, shows that managers with greater control rights in excess of cash-

flow rights are prone to waste corporate resources to pursue private benefits at the expense of shareholders. The award was

co-sponsored by South Korean banking giant, Hana Bank and Korean Securities Association. (&
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Investment Returns of Staff Superannuation Scheme and
Mandatory Provident Fund Scheme
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The Bursary announces the following investment returns on the Designated
Investment Funds of the 1995 Scheme.

2008414 January 2008

e Fund 19953t %] 1995 Scheme =R
(htn BB Benchmark Return
unaudited)

#E Growth -11.08% -8.57%
i Balanced -7.56% -5.67%
BT Stable -0.60% -0.39%
BBIE HK Equity -17.28% -13.51%
BBIEE HK Index-linked -15.85% -15.67%
HBITIRITHER HKD Bank Deposit 0.31% 0.14%
FEITERITEE USD Bank Deposit* 0.39% 0.07%
JRITIRTTFA AUD Bank Deposit* 2.08% 1.93%
BUTER1T7F7  EUR Bank Deposit* 1.48% 1.35%

SRS IR 2 0

For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/eng/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html
*ORRRIARERT O MMM ERE)

Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for the period concerned.
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Online Applications for Summer Programmes
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The Office of Summer Programmes is now accepting online applications for the
International Summer School (ISS) and the Summer Institute (SI), commencing in July
2008.

ISS is open to CUHK students, international students and Hong Kong residents
studying at a local/ overseas university. These students will learn and live alongisde
other academic achievers from diverse cultures. The professors are renowned
researchers from CUHK, University of Cambridge, Harvard University, Pennsylvania
State University, University of South Carolina, University of Illinois, and New York
University. In addition to Putonghua and Cantonese courses, a number of much
sought-after business, Chinese medicine, humanities, and social science courses will
be offered between 2 July and 4 August. Students may transfer university credits

earned at ISS back to their home university.

SI is a two-week residential programme taking place from 20 July to 2 August, for
S6 students to explore their interests in different disciplines and gain an early
experience of university life. Apart from an English module, students can choose
two out of the 11 modules offered including law, medicine, engineering, business
administration, psychology, and philosophy. If students subsequently gain admission
to undergraduate studies at CUHK, they may apply for credit exemption.

Details are available at www.culk.edu.hik/osp. For enquiries, please call 2696 1826/1827

or email to osp@cuhk.edu.hk.
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New Website of the Policy Against Sexual Harassment
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The revamped website of the Policy Against Sexual Harassment has been launched.
The website has been reorganized and redesigned to enhance the content, and to make

it more user-friendly and informative.

Highlights of the revamp include ‘What's New’ which features upcoming
promotional and educational activities, the recently revised ‘Policy’ which sets down
the mechanism for dealing with allegations or complaints of sexual harassment, and
‘On-line Training Module” which is an interactive on-line module with Q & As and

scenario-type exercises.
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Recruitment of Resident Tutor/Senior Resident Tutor at I-House
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The Office of Student Affairs is inviting full-time degree-holding staff and postgraduate
students serving as graduate assistants, to fill vacancies of resident tutor/senior

resident tutor at the International House (I-House).

Applicants should speak fluent English and Putonghua, and have experience in
servicing university student hostels. Final-year undergraduate students who are
admitted to full-time research postgraduate programme commencing in the academic

year 2008—-09 may also apply.

This part-time position offers free accommodation at I-House and, for senior resident
tutor, a monthly responsibility allowance. Interested parties please visit www.cuhk.edu.
hk/osa/I-House.htm for details and application form. For enquiries, please contact Miss
Yuen at 2609 7964. The deadline for application is 15 March.

B8 - RYEH/EREREHEFR

Hong Kong & Shenzhen Bi-city Biennale of Urbanism/Architecture

(A - TRYIRTT /i SR M B AF i | B o [ B B i SRR BT > R 3
BB 2 BRI % O i o JR R LA M R R A0 58 BB A o oty
STy R IR R R R R - AR T ST R ST AR 9 22
PGS - B RS BIAESHI5H » #EEFEB B www. hkszbiennale. asiaBf T # 2
hk-sz.biennale@hkia.ne °
The Hong Kong and Shenzhen Bi-city Biennale of Urbanism/Architecture, in which
many CUHK Architecture Department faculty were involved in curating and
exhibiting, is now taking place at the Central Police Station Compound till 15 March.
The biennale showcases works of local and international architects and designers in
the historic venue. Activities related to architectural design, heritage conservation,
urban regeneration, and city living are also offered for free. For details, please visit

www.hkszbiennale.asia or email to hk-sz.biennale@hkia.ne.
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Art Museum
www.cuhk.edu.hk/icslamm/index_c.htm
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BIR 45— =57 978-962-7101-84-0 * 1FHE A » 3998

Ethereal Elegance: Porcelain Vases of the Imperial Qing
The Huaihaitang Collection

(In Chinese and English)
Edited by Peter Y.K. Lam

This exhibition catalogue, published by the Art Museum, showcases
atotal of 143 pieces of imperial porcelain vases of the Qing dynasty,
selected from the Huaihaitang Collection of the world-renowned
collector, Mr. Anthony K.W. Cheung. Production of porcelain
reached its peak in the Qing dynasty. While inheriting tradition,
the Imperial Factory of Jingdezhen also revealed its creativity and
refined ceramic technology. This catalogue features an array of
such masterpieces, highlighting the fine craftsmanship and the
extravagance of the Imperial collection.

ISBN 978-962-7101-84-0, hardcover, 399 pages

(BRNH - AIEZEHS)

(— &M LM HEL TM : HEF)

(-~ &)

WEBLR
ZESESEEAREER L3957 » 91,3001 -
2HBEAAIIERESD PRESHEMEE  BAH
BEEREAER ADRE  THBERS  tbEH#
B ESERHEWRNEN - 35 BN E MRS
XALR T o
ZETERARGHNBERTHSHNLEE AT RS
BERVEMTIRDE « FTE S HSAIBED » BiARER
RIS RFNEEERERREE -

Bl #t— & 5% 978-962-7101-82-6 + FHES - 7048

Celestial Creations:
Art of the Chinese
Goldsmith
The Cheng Xun Tang
Collection
Two volumes (Vol.1 from
Shang to Yuan dynasties;
Vol.2 from Ming to Qing
dynasties)
(Chinese and English)

Edited by Peter Y.K. Lam

In the catalogue, 395 items

or 1,300 pieces of Chinese
gold ornaments from the Shang to the Qing dynasties
are featured. They are all selected from the renowned
Cheng Xun Tang Collection. The catalogue provides a
comprehensive and systematic introduction to the art of
Chinese goldsmithery. The gold ornaments feature rich
motifs ranging from flowers and insects to legendary
figures and auspicious symbols. Alongside religious
patterns originating in Buddhism, Daoism or Tibetan art,
there are also exotic designs imported from the Middle
East and the West.

All the gold ornaments featured are fully illustrated
with detailed descriptive entries in both Chinese and
English.

ISBN 978-962-7101-82-6, two volumes in a case,
704 pages
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1. AT A BRWE - REFFMIEET]
The CUHK Newsletter is published on a fortnightly basis
except during the Chinese New Year and summer vacation.
2. BRBEBHNATREE
Deadlines for contributions can be found at:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/iso/newsletter/
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ampus development at CUHK takes a major step
Cforward with the announcement on 22 February
2008 of the appointment of Aedas Limited and its
overseas partner Edward Cullinan Architects (ECA)
as the professional consultants for the Campus Master
Plan (CMP).

Co-chairman of the Steering Committee on CMP and
Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Ching Pak-chung, said at
the press conference that the selected Consultant will
start work after the appointment. They will survey the
campus, conduct technical and planning assessment, and
hold a series of workshops to learn about the concerns
of University members, before drafting a CMF, which is
anticipated to be formulated towards the end of 2008.

Mr. Edward Cullinan, chairman of Edward Cullinan
Architects and 2008 RIBA (Royal Institute of British
Architects) gold medalist, came to Hong Kong specifically
to attend the press conference. He said, “When designing
for educational institutions, I always study what is there

already and try to work with it and respond to it.’

Sustainability Wins High Praise

In March last year, the University short-listed four
architectural firms to present preliminary proposals with
the aim of stimulating discussion and thoughts among
University members. After extensive consultation, the

team of Aedas/Cullinan was chosen.

Prof. Essy Baniassad, co-chairman of the Steering
Committee and Research Professor of Architecture,
briefly listed the selection criteria, ‘It included dedication
and strength of the consultants, innovativeness,
practicality, and attention to issues of sustainability,
heritage preservation, environmental conservation,
pedestrian and vehicular traffic, landscape and building

approach, and also cost.’

Aedas and ECA are very experienced in international
campus planning and design. The Steering Committee
was impressed by their creative proposal, which

demonstrated understanding of the University’s

$K*E§%@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%
CUHK Appoints Experlenced Architect to Chart Campus Develome t'"
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From left: Mr. Edward Cullinan, Mr. Kyran Sze,
managing director, Aedas Limited, Prof. Ching
Pak-chung, co-chairman, Prof. Essy Baniassad,
co-chairman, and Prof. Bernard Lim, member,
Steering Committee on CMP, CUHK

characteristics, respect for the University’s traditions
and the unique college system, and competence to come
up with suggestions that suit the development needs.
More importantly, the team was selected because it

shares CUHK's ideal of a sustainable campus.

Extensive Consultation

Prof. Ching emphasized that the preliminary proposals
prepared by the consultants were used to assess the
design concept and capability of the teams, and to
inspire and encourage feedback from CUHK members.
The selection of Aedas and ECA does not mean that the
University will adopt their preliminary proposal or that
it will form the basis for the CMP.

He said, ‘“Through extensive consultation, we discern
a general consensus among CUHK members that the
CMP should respect and support the college system
and that the University Mall is the centrepiece of
University activities. Other prominent concerns include
sustainable development, preservation of historical and
cultural heritage, environmental conservation, cost-
effectiveness, handling pedestrian and vehicular traffic
and topographical challenges. It is expected that the
Consultant would take them into consideration when
formulating the CMP”’

ECA has taken part in many world-class projects

including Liverpool University and Singapore
Management University. Mr. Cullinan said listening is
important when working with educational institutions.
Having conflicting views is expected and not a
dangerous thing. The team will be very public and keep
the stakeholders informed of available options and their

justifications.

With the CMP having advanced to a new phase, the
exhibition of the preliminary master plan proposals at
5/F podium of Ho Sin-Hang Engineering Building was
closed on 29 Feburary. However, University members
are welcome to go to www.cuhk.edu.hk/cmp for updates

on the CMP and to express their opinion. {55
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All contributions should be sent to the Editor, CUHK Newsletter,

Information Services Office, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
(tel. 2609 8681 / 2609 8589; fax. 2603 6864; e-mail iso@cuhk.

edu.hk).
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