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would be an evil still (John Stuart Mill, 1859).”
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FUGLSANG,Anna Buelow

As an international student, | have found that
studying at the GPAD is a truly-local experience.
Since the Department of Government and
Public Administration has many local Professors
and students alike, | have learned a great deal
about Hong Kong society, politics and culture.
Furthermore, my fellow classmates have been
incredibly welcoming and helpful in enabling me
to adapt to local life.

If you are an international student considering to
join our Department, you will also find that our
staff are extremely helpful and have invaluable
academic knowledge in political science. The
Professors in our Department have guided me
all the way throughout my academic studies at
CUHK.

During COVID-19, the Professors would even
check up on me regularly to see how | was
coping! In the long run, you will gain a lot of local
insights, which, | believe, is one of the purposes
of studying abroad, particularly at CUHK!

21K
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Why should someone study politics? It sounds boring, useless,
and maybe dangerous. Indeed, the general public may have
certain stereotypes about those people engaged in politics—
poker-faced officials in old-fashioned suits or skirt suits
delivering dry speeches, bureaucrats sitting in the office busy
with nothing meaningful, or people losing their freedom or
even life in social unrests and wars. True, these people are
often the subjects of our study in political science and public
administration. However, we study them not to become one of
them, but to eliminate the inefficiency, inequality, and injustice
in our governments and society that breed these unwanted
phenomena. We are trained as social scientists with practical
skills to analyze and solve many of the socioeconomic and
political problems plaguing our world.

As someone who has taught in the GPA Department for
fourteen years, | can assure you that the study of politics is
never boring, useless, or dangerous. | have taught courses on
Chinese politics, international relations, statistics, game theory
etc., all of which are driven by real-world problems and/or the
need for analytical tools to tackle these problems. For example,
in GPAD1066 China and the World, students and | explore how
China rises and what impacts it generates on the rest of the
world, and we debate whether a new Cold War is emerging
between the China and the US. Students finish the course with
a deeper understanding about and more preparedness for the
fast-changing world. In GPAD1056 Introductory Game Theory,
we play fun games to learn how to make rational choices.
Students are equipped with a clearer mind to dissect the
complicated reality and become smarter decision-makers for
their future life and career.

In GPA, we aim to produce students with solid analytical
methods, critical thinking, and grand visions. Our graduates
have gone onto thriving careers in the government, education
institutions, think tanks, media, voluntary organizations, and
the business sector. If you care about sociopolitical issues and
desire to find sound and creative solutions to make the world a
better place, you are more than welcome to join GPA!

Department of Government and
Public Administration

What exactly is politics you may ask? In my personal
opinion, politics is all around us. The very table that
you sit on exists because a political decision was
made. The very conversations that we have often
have with family and friends are also often ‘political.’
But what exactly is the academic study of political
science? The academic study of political science
contains many different areas and themes, often
being linked to economics, sociology and philosophy.
Political science is about the art of government, public
policy, compromising and reaching a consensus,
alongside the distribution of power and resources in
society. Political science can also be about numbers
and involve ‘detective work’, not too dissimilar to
Sherlock Holmes and his deductive logic in solving
crimes and mysteries.

In short, political science can be divided into
different areas, such as comparative politics, political
philosophy, public administration and international
relations. Classical ‘thinkers’ in both the Western and
Chinese worlds have throughout history sought to
understand how society should be best governed and
which type of political systems are the most effective.
Historical thinkers such as Plato, Aristotle, Confucius,
Karl Marx and Adam Smith may spring to your mind.
Rather incredibly, these debates are still raging on
today in the twenty-first century!

The academic study of political science has evolved
continuously. In our Department, you will be able to
study a wide range of courses that will not only interest
you but allow you to think critically and challenge
existing theories and arguments. Politics is also much
more than dusty history textbooks... it is fast paced
and ever moving! Some important questions which
interest me and that | both research and teach are the
following:

Why are elections important? What explains why
Britain voted to leave the European Union? What
are the ‘causes’ of localism in Hong Kong? How
was Donald Trump able to win the landmark 2016
United States Presidential Election? Will the twenty-
first century be the Chinese century? In actual fact,
these are some of the most important questions that
have dominated political science in the last few years
and that you will be able to study in our Department.
Another question that you might have is why should
you study political science and how could this lead
to a future career? That is a good question and the
broad scope of political science means that there are
a wide range of future careers that you can do based
on your degree. These range from public policy and
public administration, a politician/legislator, alongside
working in non-governmental organizations or even
the private sector in political risk analysis. | can
assure you that there are many opportunities out there
that a political science degree would help you with!

In my personal opinion, there has never been a more
exciting time to study politics! Challenge existing
conventions and think critically... ‘dare to know’ as
the famous German philosopher Immanuel Kant once
famously remarked.
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