4 The Vice-Chancellor's Exemplary Teaching Award 2008

Professor CHENG Chung-yi
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continually refreshed mind is the key to teaching success, comments Professor Cheng

Chung-yi. No one is interested in repetitious and outdated teaching, he says, and continuous

learning should be the teacher's golden rule. With such an outstanding attitude, Professor
Cheng is a fitting recipient of the Vice-Chancellor's Exemplary Teaching Award 2008. Currently a
professor in the Department of Philosophy, Professor Cheng's research focuses on Confucian philosophy
since the Song and Ming Dynasties. In addition to courses in that area, he also teaches the history of
Chinese philosophy in general and Contemporary Neo-Confucianism. Education, he says, is a matter of
conscience, quoting Professor Ho Hsiu-hwang, former Dean of CUHK's Faculty of Arts. Professor Cheng
notes that his greatest challenge is to approach teaching in such a way that all of his students can
benefit from the process. "The difficulty is to tackle the level of difference in the learning momentum
between different students". He humbly says that he is still groping for the right approach, but derives
great pleasure from watching students grow in knowledge and experience. He also takes inspiration
from the challenging questions they ask in class, noting crucially that "teaching benefits both teachers
and students alike".
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"Education is a matter of conscience" - Professor Ho Hsiu-hwang, former Dean of Faculty of Arts, CUHK
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Professor Jessica Y. Y. KWONG
Department of Marketing
Faculty of Business Administration
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tudents easily detect passion in a teacher's approach, reflects Professor Jessica Kwong, and

are most influenced by educators who are sincere in helping them grow. Those students

who are motivated by an effective teacher see value in both the subject matter taught and
in themselves as learners. There is, Professor Kwong says, "no secret formula in my teaching", and she
gauges the quality of what she does by asking herself a simple question. "Do | look forward to delivering
my next lecture and meeting the students again?" With her Vice-Chancellor's Exemplary Teaching Award
2008 as an indicator, the answer must be a resounding "yes"! Herself a CUHK graduate, Professor Kwong
teaches in the Department of Marketing, delivering courses on theory and research methodology
to both undergraduate and graduate students. She considers herself fortunate to have been given
"extensive liberty in the design of the curriculum and the methods of teaching", which has become
a source of pleasure in her work. Yet she is most happy, she says, when students show the desire to
understand both intellectual endeavours and human beings, including themselves. In turn, they inspire

her to think more deeply about the topics her teaching covers, "and to reflect on my personal life".
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"Intelligence derived from sincerity is nature. Sincerity derived from intelligence is instruction" #
- Book of the Mean
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Professor CHENG Pui-wan
Department of Educational Psychology
Faculty of Education
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he unknowable aspects of teaching are what inspire Professor Cheng Pui-wan. In each year

and every class she encounters students who respond to and interact with her in ways that she

cannot predict ahead of time. They continually surprise her, and she delights in the potential
she glimpses in them. Teaching in the Department of Educational Psychology, Professor Cheng also
leads a Jockey Club project team that provides teacher training in helping students with specific
learning difficulties. She receives a Vice-Chancellor's Exemplary Teaching Award 2008 for continued
excellence as an educator and educational psychologist. She notes that the most difficult part of her
teaching is determining "how to handle individual differences within a class and tailor my teaching to a
level that can be absorbed and understood by my students". The concept of 'scaffolding' serves her well
in this respect, allowing her to continually think about how she can lift her students to the next level and
enhance their understanding and achievements. Although only a "beginner learner" of this strategy of
art in teaching, she approaches each class with great hope and understands the importance of ensuring
that all students benefit from the subject matter. Hope, says Professor Cheng quoting Emily Dickinson,

"never stops at all".
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"The good life is the one that is inspired by love and guided by knowledge" - Bertrand Russell
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Professor Charlie C.L. WANG
Department of Mechanical and Automation Engineering
Faculty of Engineering
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ith only five years of teaching experience, Professor Charlie Wang has already excelled to

the extent that he receives a Vice-Chancellor's Exemplary Teaching Award 2008. Professor

Wang's warmth and open-mindedness, combined with a good sense of humor, are
well known to his students, and highly appreciated. Teaching in the complex area of mechanical and
automation engineering, he is careful to stimulate his students' interest in the simplest manner possible.
He finds that learners best respond to visual aids, which he uses through his lectures to illustrate his
subject matter, clarify abstract concept and explain mathematical equations. Professor Wang's aim is
always to inspire his students to have confidence in their own learning. He believes that all students
have the potential to learn a subject well if they spend the necessary time on it. In each class he interacts
with his students, using his well-prepared materials as a springboard for lively discussion and creative
thinking. "The most important factor', he says, "is to let students feel confident and the encouragement
coming from you". To his students, Professor Wang is not merely a scholar but a companion who inspires
them with confidence to explore and reach their potential.
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A good teacher not only imparts knowledge but also inspires students to seek truth beyond tradition,
definition and image.
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Professor Swati JHAVERI
Faculty of Law
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' ' eaching is a continuous learning process", remarks Professor Swati Jhaveri. "Through
teaching | am constantly recalibrating my own understanding of the areas in which |
teach". With the Faculty of Law since its first intake of students in 2006, Professor Jhaveri

receives a Vice-Chancellor's Exemplary Teaching Award 2008 for her continued excellence in legal

education. Having recently introduced human rights electives to the Faculty's curriculum, drawing
on her own research background in the area, she has ever increasing opportunities to pass on her
passion for the subject matter. In all of her teaching Professor Jhaveri develops as much interaction with
students as possible, structuring classroom discussion with questions targeted at "different levels of
understanding so that students at various levels will be able to participate in the class". She also spends
time beforehand planning how to keep the discussion moving throughout the class, often starting

a lesson by asking students for facts of cases and then gradually posing more reflective questions.

"Students", Professor Jhaveri says, "are understandably much more engaged with a course they feel is

well organized and well structured". Her concern is not just to help students acquire specific knowledge,

but also to interest them in how that knowledge relates to the wider world.
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Teaching is not just about developing knowledge but also about helping develop a real interest in
the knowledge.
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Professor Shekhar Madhukar KUMTA
Department of Orthopaedics and Traumatology
Faculty of Medicine
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' ' good teacher", notes Professor Shekhar Kumta, "is one who is able to motivate students
to access knowledge and skills beyond their abilities". As a professor in the Department
of Orthopaedics and Traumatology, he works toward that goal both in the classroom

and during bedside tutorials. A fitting recipient of the Vice-Chancellor's Exemplary Teaching Award

2008, Professor Kumta urges his students to identify areas in which they need to put more effort.

"Teaching", he says, "really comes from the heart!" Teachers "must be flexible and use creative strategies

to accommodate students with varying learning abilities". The key lies in effective communication.

Professor Kumta says he is easily approachable, keeps an open mind and respects student opinions and

suggestions at all times. As Deputy Chief of the Musculoskeletal Tumour Service at the Prince of Wales

Hospital, Professor Kumta's greatest challenge is to maintain an effective balance between teaching,

research and health care service duties. Yet he finds that much of his undergraduate teaching is

intertwined with his clinical duties and that his research greatly complements his teaching. His greatest
joy comes from his students when they empathize with their patients. That, he says, gives them the

motivation to excel.
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Be sincere, honest and considerate!
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Professor LEUNG Kwok-nam
Department of Biochemistry
Faculty of Science
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esponsibility and patience are the keys to teaching success, notes Professor Leung Kwok-

nam, looking back over 25 years of lecturing in biochemistry. "l teach my students whole-

heartedly, with enthusiasm, great passion and dedication”. There is no secret to his method,
just a belief that teaching extends beyond lectures to life. Receiving a well-deserved Vice-Chancellor's
Exemplary Teaching Award 2008, Professor Leung, enjoys watching his students grow, and often
establishes lasting relationships with them. Teaching biochemistry to life science students is not an easy
task, he says, because they have diverse backgrounds and interests. He prefers an interactive approach
to meet this challenge, encouraging students to ask questions and welcoming their visits when they
have problems. The major task for any teacher, according to Professor Leung, is "to create a positive
learning environment in order to cultivate a sense of curiosity in students”. In this way students become
creative thinkers and life-long learners, and the teaching effort is rewarded by the opportunity to learn
from them. "The more | teach', he believes, "the more | learn". With five Exemplary Teaching Awards from
the Faculty of Science already to his credit, Professor Leung is an outstanding educator and himself a
life-long learner.
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Teach students with all your heart, all your mind and all your strength, and learn from them while
they learn from you.
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Professor Patrick Wing-leung LEUNG
Department of Psychology
Faculty of Social Science
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he crucial tension in teaching lies in the decision about what to teach and what to hold

back, notes Professor Patrick Leung. At all stages it is important to "let students explore for

themselves and then find their answers by their own efforts". For his efforts in shaping not only
outstanding students but also life-long learners, Professor Leung receives a Vice-Chancellor's Exemplary
Teaching Award 2008. With the Department of Psychology since 1992, Professor Leung is an expert in
attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder and teaches graduate studies in clinical psychology. In all of his
teaching he resolutely maintains a student-centred approach, walking a step ahead of his students,
leading them along. "The important point", he says "is to understand the needs of the students and start
your teaching from where they are. We cannot jump ahead too far, since they won't be able to follow".
Professor Leung finds that question and answer sessions help him pinpoint exactly where the students
are in the learning process. When they pose questions that challenge his own ways of thinking, the level
of learning reaches a new height, benefitting students and teacher alike. He is glad, he says, that he can
grow with his students.
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Be patient and listen to them for they are your students, but can also be your teachers. {
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Professor CHOW Po-chung
Department of Government and Public Administration
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(Nominated by the Senate Committee on General Education B & BHRBEZEERE)

hen asked to describe his greatest challenge as a teacher, Professor Chow Po-chung

mentions the need to provoke curiosity in his students by presenting them with puzzles

to be solved. With a mind activated by puzzles, he says, "anyone can enjoy the pleasure of
study, and anyone can see the connection between knowledge and life". Professor Chow teaches in the
Department of Government and Public Administration, and was recognized for his outstanding efforts
with an Exemplary Teaching Award from the Faculty of Social Science in 2007. He now receives a Vice-
Chancellor's Teaching Award 2008 for his contributions to general education at CUHK, particularly his
acclaimed courses 'Values and Public Affairs' and 'Issues of Political Philosophy'. Professor Chow sees
general education as expanding students' horizons, allowing them "to understand and appreciate
the intrinsic values of different domains in life". The ideal outcomes of his efforts are students who
both advance their studies and improve their conduct. He emphasizes conversation in his teaching,
motivating students to participate in discussions held in lessons, tutorials and online. Many students
remain active in his online forum even after completing his courses, staying "inside the mesmerizing

world of philosophy, engrossed in the immense pleasure of the pursuit of knowledge."
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"It is advisable to place equal emphasis on the advancement of one's studies and the conduct of
oneself; it is better still to achieve a combined mastery of both." - New Asia College Regulation 1
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