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Using Photos as a Medium for Teaching Writing

Tong Choi-wai

Abstract

The problems encountered by students in writing can be
classified into two main categories: one is related to the use
of language, and the other is concerned about the content.
Teachers, however, spend most of their effort on teaching
students the language skills instead of helping them improve
the content. This book argues that teaching students to
become proficient writers, they must first be taught to enjoy
the process of writing by having “something” to tell. The use
of photos as a medium in teaching writing is found to be a
useful technique to improve students’ writing content. It is
because photos allow students to have a vivid and concrete
image of what they have seen or experienced. Together with
the training of multi-sensory and observation skills, it is easy
for students to have plenty of content for their descriptive
writing. Besides showing photos in isolation, teachers may
also present photos in series that represents the various
episodes of an event in memory. This kind of presentation
may help students write narrative text and encourage their
imagination between the episodes.
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