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Background

• Chinese as the major MOI 

• Aided, Co-ed secondary school located in Yuen Long district

• Trough-train school with 2 primary schools

• Academically less able students 



Classroom Level



S3 Lesson



Topic: Prepositions of Time 

• Teaching Ideas

• Formative assessment in lesson 

• Learning-teaching-assessment Alignment

S3 Lesson



Teaching ideas
Topic: Prepositions of Time 

Since/ For In/ On/ At



Lesson Observation

• Perfect cutting point

to arouse students’ 

interests



• Festivals

• Clock times 

• Mealtimes

• Specific periods 

At
1.Miss Choi eats a roasted pig at CY Festival.

2.Miss Choi eats a roasted pig at 3 o’clock.

3.Miss Choi eats a roasted pig at breakfast.

4.Miss Choi eats a roasted pig at weekends. 



• Months, Years and centuries 

• Seasons

• Parts of the day 

• Period of time in the futurein
1.Miss Choi’s birthday is in September.

2.We usually go swimming in Summer.

3.We sing our school song in the morning.

4. I will be back in 10 minutes.



• Dates, days and special days

• Parts of a specific day on
1.Miss Choi’s birthday is on 27 September.

2.I go swimming on Tuesdays.

3.Mr Chu bought a diamond ring to his wife 

on his wedding anniversary.

4. I had an interview on Monday morning. 



Formative assessment

in in in

in in in

on on on



Blackboard



Homework



Change…

• Learning-teaching-assessment alignment

• Formative assessment  

• Physical movement



Department Level



Changes on paper-setting

Reading Paper (1)

3 Texts and Comprehension Questions

Grammar 

Vocabulary  

Reading Paper (1A)

3 Texts and Comprehension Questions 

Vocabulary

Grammar Paper (1B)

Tenses

Level-based Grammar items 

Proofreading



Structure of Previous Reading Paper (1)



Structure of Previous Reading Paper (1)



Structure of Previous Reading Paper (1)



Structure of Previous Reading Paper (1)

• Proportion of marks

Reading comprehension: ~45%

Grammar: ~ 30%

Vocabulary: ~ 25%

• Time limit: 1 hour

• Shortcoming: 

less importance is placed on grammar

only a few items can be covered in the paper

fail to assess students’ ability thoroughly



Structure of Current Grammar Paper (1B)



Vertical alignment - Contextualization

S1



Vertical alignment - Contextualization

S3



Vertical alignment - Contextualization

A need of contextualization to assess 

students’ ability in applying  grammatical 

items in authentic situations.

Compulsory parts:

Tenses, proofreading and 1 level-based part



Vertical alignment – Length & items

S1

176 words

Present tense

Past tense



Vertical alignment – Length & items

S3

90 words

Present tense
Present perfect 

tense

Present continuous 

tense

Past tense

Future tense



Vertical alignment - Length & items

A progression on the level of difficulty from S1 

to S3



Vertical alignment – Question types

S1- underline time words



Vertical alignment – Question types

S2- mention the covered tenses



Vertical alignment – Question types

S3- No hints 



Vertical alignment - Question types

Appropriate amount of hints or guidance 

should be given to help weaker students

S1 should get more hints but will gradually 

get fewer as they promote to S3



Inspirations



Teachers’ awareness on assessment

The entire faculty has a much higher awareness 

on the role that assessment plays in learning and 

teaching. 

Teachers take the initiative to look into assessment 

papers across levels for vertical alignment and 

engage in discussions on enhancing validity.

 more emphasis on whether the assessment questions 

could accurately assess students’ understanding on 

what has been taught



Future plan

• On-going amendments and adjustments are necessary; 

Regular meetings and discussions could encourage more 

professional exchanges.

• Teachers’ cooperation and ability in adapting to changes 

are essential in carrying out a more effective assessment 

system in English Department. 

• It takes time to figure out the best way of assessment for 

different students. All teachers should work hand in hand 

for the same goal.


