The Qur’an
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General Introduction

e What is the meaning of the Qur’an & all?
e Recitation § J (3
e Collection (less popular) & v @

e 114 Sura(s) ss~ (0Or sometimes, suwar_s)
e What is the meaning of Sura?

e - to climb a wall : surrounding or elevation
e Neal Robinson - sura = epistle
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Standard Egyptian Edition

e Meccan Sura (86)

e 96,08, 73, 74,1,111, 81, 8/, 92, 89, 93, 94, 103, 100,
108, 102, 107, 109, 105, 113, 114, 112, 53, 80, 97, 91, 85,
95, 106, 101, 75, 104, 77, 50, 90, 86, 54, 38, 7, 72, 36, 25,
35,19, 20, 56, 26, 27, 28, 1/, 10, 11, 12, 15, 6, 37, 31, 34,
39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 51, 88, 18, 16, 71, 14, 21,
23,32,52,67,69, 70, 78, 79, 82, 84, 30, 29, 83

e Madinan Sura (28)

e 2,8, 3,33,00,4,99,57,47,13, 55, 76, 65, 98, 59, 24, 22,
63, 58, 49, 66, 64, 61, 62, 48, 5, 9, 110



Verse

Ayah 4 (or sometimes Ayat <)
Sign/Message
Signal/Reminder, Warning, Omen...
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Muhammad’s Life (Sira)

e Muhammad ibn 'Abd Allah ibn 'Abd al-Muttalib
Ibn Hashim 1bn 'Abd Manaf al-Qurashi

e 5/0-632 CE



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Aziz_efendi-muhammad_alayhi_s-salam.jpg

Meccan Sura

Born in 570 CE in the Arabian city of Mecca

Father Abdullah died before he was born, mother Amina died when he
was SiX

Raised by his uncle Abu Talib, the new clan leader

Accompanied his uncle on trading journeys and became a merchant
Married the widow Khadija at the age of 25

At the age of 40 (610), he received the first revelation

Both Abu Talib and Khadija died in 619 — the year of sorrow



Madinan Sura

e Migrated with followers to Medina in 622 (Hijra)
e Drafted the Constitution of Medina shortly after 622

e Armed conflicts with Meccans and other tribes — battle of Badr, battle
of Uhud, siege of Medina etc.

e Conguest of Mecca in 629
e Conguest of Arabia around 631
e Farewell pilgrimmage to Mecca and died in 632

e From 610 till to his death, received revelations which would become
the Qur’an



Before we go to the next part

Do you know how to handle a Qur'an?
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e Classical Muslim’s Approach
e Scholar’s Approach
e Modern Muslim’s Approach

e Humanistic Approach




(1) Classical Muslim’s Approach

Qur’an as theology

e Studies of theological concept derived from/related to the
Qur’an (then developed as Kalam later)

o ec.g. Inimitability (I‘jaz - J>e) ) of the Qur’an

Art of Reciting the Qur’an (Tajwid)

e Studies the Qur’an as its oral rendering



Surat al-Fatiha
(#1) ""The Opening"’

-~ Youtube




Interpretation/Exegesis (Tafsir)

Studies the Qur’an as the written text

Some more on discovering the mystical/deeper meaning of
the Qur’an

History of the Qur’an

Studies of the “becoming/formation” of the Qur’an



Inimitability (I‘jaz) of the Qur’an

b

®
-\
&=
:_;n\
40

3 <<“é‘ F) B 7 BACT A A
b/ ?Tﬁdﬁ\ﬂﬁﬁ) %:_EJ'JO

A Y
N
) -
N

b
L
.
e

(R

N

A R %
N

O
C\;»H
g..
A

rﬁf’% AR R TR S AT R i - IR

im) 7Rk o B E TR T g gles
3 agkaws e o (17:88)
rﬂém BB RL Rl 2Rt TR
0 TJ PR £ E AP 474 P AT R 47
i LR et o (11:13)

-

>
& »
(aallily

PoIE a R R

X b i
. -\mb ‘&:

—\ T‘S

ﬂ‘:





http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2b/Cave_Hira.jpg

e Igra’ bismi rabbi-ka ‘l-ladhi khalaq
(10short+1long)

e Khalaga ‘l-insana min ‘alaq (8S+ 1 L)
e Igra’ wa-rabbu-ka ‘I-akram (8S + 0 L)
e Al-ladht ‘allama bi-’1-galam (8S + 1 L)

e ‘allama ‘l-insana ma lam ya’lam (8S + 2L)

o 11 =25 (12, 10, 8, 10, 12) symmetrical
pattern appears




Understand Inimitability or Miracle of the
Qur’an from Muslim perspective

e Remember! Qur’an 1s primarily recited orally as
the repetition of the words of Allah & so not
written as a narrative like the Bible

e Think! If the Qur’an 1s really recited immediately
from the mouth of Muhammad (an unlettered
person), how can it be possible to have such a
symmetrical pattern? So, for Muslims, they do
believe that the Qur’an 1s the words of Allah and
a miracle in itself!



Main Themes of the Qur’an

e Belief in One God (Tawhid)
6:100-103

e Prophethood
Rasul — new revelation or law
Musa (Mose), ‘Isa (Jesus)
Nabiyy — no new revelation or law

Many like Ibrahim (Abraham), Dawud (David), Sulayman
(Solomon)...

e The Hereafter
This world (al-Dunya) and the next (al-Akhira)
The Resurrection (al-Qiyamah)
Paradise (Jannah) and Hell (jahannam)



Main Themes of the Qur’an

e Personal Conduct like
e Spiritual
e Intellectual
e Moral
e Social and Economic Conduct like
o Marriage and Family
e Wealth
e Social equity and justice
e Jihad
e Religious Practices like
e Prayer
e Fasting
e Hajj




Click to LOOK lNSlDE!

The Foundations
of Tafsir
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e The Qur’an

e The Hadith / Sunna

e The Sira

e The Tafsir



http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/reader/0196360331/ref=sib_dp_pt

History of the Text



e For Muslim Account, the Qur’an was gathered
during the time of ...

the lifetime of the Prophet
The period of the first Caliph, Abu Bakr (632-634 CE)

The period of the third Caliph, ‘Uthman 1bn ‘Affan
(644-656 CE)



During the period of the first Caliph, Abu Bakr

e Battle of Yamama (633 CE), many Qur’an
reciters died and therefore there was a demand for
the compilation of the Qur’an.



The period of the third Caliph, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan

e It is likely that there is a second process of arrangement,
editing and standardization of the Qur’an during the period of
‘Uthman

e \When the empire began to spread and time moved on

e Different teachers taught different readings or pronunciations
of reciting the Qur’an and they disagreed with each other, it
demanded a standardization

e Prepared a text faithful to the language /dialect of the Quraysh,
the Prophet tribe and distributed to various places during this
period



e Historical and Textual
e Theodor Noldeke (d. 1930)

e Geschichte des Korans, (History of the Qur’an)

e In Latin in 1856 and submitted to the University as
dissertation in Germany

o then published in 3 volumes after subsequent edition and
expansion by other author but unfortunately it did not
have English translation.

e Meccan Sura 1, 2, and 3 and then Madinan Sura
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:84-95 (also 7:85-93)
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John Wansbrough, American Scholar
(d. 2002)

o Qur’anic Studies: Sources and Methods of
Scriptural Interpretation (published in 1977)

e Similar to assumption adopted in critical biblical
studies, he asserted that the Qur’an should be
written in a later century (probably 9th CE) so as to
formulate a specifically Arabian religious identity
after the expansion of Islamic empire out of their
original home.



Continue...

Other Historical Critical scholars
e Richard Bell

e Michael Cook

e Gerd R. Puin

e Christoph Luxenberg

More Textual scholars

e Neal Robinson

e Toshihiko lzutsu Z] fF—}T
e Angelika Neuwirth
e William A. Graham




(3) Modern Muslim’s Approach

e Relevance

| « Mahmoud Mohamed Taha (1909-85), a

. Sudanese engineer & thinker, a leader of
“Republican Brothers/Party), executed by then
Sudanese President (Numeiri) as an apostate in
1985

e “Second Message of Islam™ (first published in
1967)


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Alustaz_Mahmoud2.jpg

Second Message of Islam

e Mecca and Medina Stages

e Mecca — tolerant and egalitarian, equality and individual
responsibility between men and women without
distinction on grounds of race, sex or social origin

e Medina (second message) — the development of specific
historical Shari‘ah

e ljtihad (independent juristic reasoning) cannot be used in
this case



e A Shift to the Mecca Stage of Islam to deliver the
second message of Islam again in the
contemporary period, a new modern Islamic law

e Examination of Rationale of Naskh (Abrogation)
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Other similar thinkers ceco

o0

e Fazlur Rahman (1911-88) with similar thought
Influenced the intellectual/political
development of Indonesia and Malaysia

e Tarig Ramadan (1962-) now a UK scholar with
Egyptian origin

e Mohammed Arkoun (1928 — 2010) Algerian
professor emeritus of history of Islamic thought
at the University of Sorbonne in Paris
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(4) Humanistic Approach

e Good Life and Ideal Society
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[
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e Reflective Reading of the Qur’an

e Tentative Experiment in the
University Setting




(4.1) The Need of “Direction” for §§:
Self and Community oc
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(4.2) Follow the Correct Path



(4.3) The Need of “Reflection/Sign”
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e the Sign of Our Times = No Sign!




(4.3) The Need of “Reflection/Sign”
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(4.4) The Need of Rules and Order for
Ideal Society
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God and Humans
93ﬁ'| (with some modification)
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The End
Q & A and Sharing
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