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The Imperial Examination and Political Situation
in the Late Gaozong Reign of Song Dynasty

(Abstract)

Xu Qishan

After the Treaty of Shaoxing, the Southern Song ended the state of war, and
various systems including that of the imperial examination gradually resumed
their normal order. In the two imperial examinations held in the twelfth year
and the twenty-fourth year of the Shaoxing reign (1142 and 1154 respectively),
Qin Xi and Qin Xun, the son and grandson of Grand Councillor Qin Hui,
came the first in the provincial phase of the imperial examination respectively,
and they were also among the top ranks in the final examination presided
over by the emperor. After Qin Hui’s death, some officials accused him for
interfering with these two imperial examinations. Song Emperor Gaozong
thought that it was relatively fair for Qin Xi to get a good rank, but it seemed
inappropriate for Qin Xun to excessively quote his grandfather and father’s
words in the examination. Lu You, who took part in the imperial examination
in the same year as Qin Xun, recalled in his later years that he had offended
Qin Hui by competing with Qin Xun in the local examination, which led to
his failure in the provincial examination the next year. But what Lu You said is
not consistent with historical facts. The story about the imperial examination
in the twenty-first year of the Shaoxing reign (1151) in 7he History of the Song
Dpynasty that Zhao Kui ranked top in the imperial examination, which caused
Qin Hui’s dissatisfaction, is even more absurd. In the latter part of Emperor
Gaozong’s reign, although rhetoric that hailed the restoration of the Song court
could indeed be seen during the imperial examination, the examination system
itself was still fairly attractive to scholars. Emperor Gaozong and Qin Hui
wanted to unite scholars’ thoughts against the warring faction and consolidate
the peace negotiations with the Jin dynasty through the imperial examination.
After Qin Hui’s death, Emperor Gaozong and the officials who opposed

Qin eliminated members of his clique through the imperial examination to
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strengthen the emperor’s centralization of power and balance the interests of

different political factions.

Keywords:  imperial examination ~ Song Emperor Gaozong  Qin Hui

political situation



