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What is Urban Studies?

Urban Studies is a multidisciplinary subject focusing
on the study of cities! An urban revolution is
unfolding in front of our eyes as more than half of
humankind has been living in cities since 2008!
This is an exciting time to pursue urban studies as
the majority of the world population needs to put
our brains together to understand the origin,
evolution, growth and future prospects of cities in
face of a rapidly globalizing world. We have to
understand the visible and invisible boundaries of
the urban realm in our highly connected planet; the
various sectors of development such as transport,
housing and economic activities, within and beyond
city boundaries; the possibilities of collaboration
and the threats of polarlization in urban societies;
the ecological potential and crises in cities; and
politics and power play that determine directions
of development in diverse urban settings. Urban
studies not only help us develop a capacity to read
cities, the field also equips us with concepts, skills
and a life-long appetite to understand the urban
realm and make it a better place for humankind!
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Programme Description

The Urban Studies Programme is a four-year
undergraduate multidisciplinary programme that
leads to a Bachelor of Social Science degree. It is
designed for students who have an interest in
exploring the complexities and challenges of the
rapidly evolving urban world, the global
urbanization processes and the various strands of
urbanism. The interdisciplinary Programme enables
students to inquire broadly and deeply into the
nature and dynamics of cities through the
theoretical perspectives of different schools of
thoughts, the rigorous application of skills and
techniques for urban analysis, and the contextual
learning of the world’s best practices in sustainable
urban development, planning and design.

The Programme aims to develop students’
awareness and understanding of how their own
urban experiences are shaped by broader historical,
cultural, environmental, socio-political and
economic forces at different geographical scales.
The Programme will prepare students for a wide
range of careers and will equip them with a
uniquely multi-disciplinary perspective in
investigating and understanding urban issues and
developing sustainable solutions to developmental
challenges found in Hong Kong, the Pearl River
Delta region and beyond.

Programme Highlights

= Foundation courses on urban studies, urban
economics, sustainability, design and place-
making and comparative studies of cities.

= Local and overseas field trips to understand
urban development, governance, policies,
planning and design in Hong Kong, China and
overseas countries.

= Develop an area of specialization for a career or
further studies in the urban field.

= Completion of a capstone thesis or project on
the chosen area of specialization.
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Programme Objectives:
An interdisciplinary Programme to train future
urban leaders

The Urban Studies Programme is jointly organized
by the Department of Geography and Resource
Management and the School of Architecture, with
strong inputs of urban studies related courses
offered by various departments in the Faculties of
Social Science and Arts. The curriculum is designed
to achieve the following objectives:

= To help students understand major challenges
of global urbanization processes;

= To teach students to appreciate the existing
environments of urban space and places to
understand the contested processes of social
interaction;

= To equip students with a solid knowledge
foundation in frontier urban research and
development;

= To provide students with exceptional insights in
urban history, cultural roots, and metropolitan
perspectives in Hong Kong and mainland China;

= To equip the students with the understanding
of the relationships between the socio-
economic context and physical fabric of urban
conditions and develop basic skills in urban and
environmental planning and design, together
with urban policy making and governance;

= To train students as future leaders in the urban
world with cutting—edge knowledge on related
issues; and

= To prepare students for work in a wide range of
fields as diverse as urban design and planning,
environmental protection and management,
property development, public policy and social
enterprise domains.
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Areas of Concentration

To better prepare students for work or further
studies, students will choose an area of
concentration out of three specialized areas of
urban studies:

e Urban Planning and Design
e Urban Environment
e Urban Policy and Governance

Students are required to complete five
concentration courses including two core courses
and at least three elective courses, chosen in
consultation with the Academic Advisor.

Programme Activities

To sensitize students to urban issues, various
activities, e.g. field trips and urban forums, are
held regularly during the semester. Through these
activities, students can have the opportunity to
discuss urban topics with peers and grasp an
understanding in some of the current affairs, such
as urban renewal, housing in new town, heritage
preservation, etc.
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Graduation Prospect

Graduates can pursue careers in the field of urban
planning and design, environmental protection,
public administration, housing and real estate,
education, economic development and community
development. They can also pursue graduate
studies in city and regional planning, geography,
public administration, urban design, environmental
management etc.
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Admission

Who should study Urban Studies?

e Those who are interested in cities and urban
development;

e Those who would like to understand and
investigate the inter-connectedness of urban
phenomena;

e Those who want to be urban literate;

e Those who want to learn more about urban
design and planning; and

e Those who want to improve the urban
environment and governance.

Admission Requirement

The Programme is designed as a four-year
curriculum and students can apply through the
following channels:

JUPAS (4-year Curriculum) — JUPAS Code: JS4838

Applicants are required to fulfill the minimum
University requirements. They shall have obtained
in the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education
(HKDSE) Examination:

Subject Level
Chinese Language 3
English Language
Mathematics
Liberal Studies

1 Elective Subject
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Non JUPAS (Local and International) Applicants

Applicants who possess a qualification that
qgualifies them for university admission in the
country/region where such qualification is obtained
may apply admission to the Programme. Applicants
shall also have attained an acceptable level of
language proficiency.

For details, please contact the Office of Admissions
and Financial Aid at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/adm.
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Academic Faculty (2012-13)

Professors

Prof. NG Mee Kam (Programme Director)
Professor, Department of Geography and Resource
Management

Prof. HE Ying Sylvia
Assistant Professor, Department of Geography and Resource
Management

Prof. LAM Kin Che
Adjunct Professor, Department of Geography and Resource
Management

Prof. Hendrik TIEBEN
Associate Professor, School of Architecture

Prof. XU Jiang
Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Resource
Management

Professors (by Courtesy)

Prof. CHEUNG Chin Hung Sidney
Professor, Department of Anthropology

Prof. HO Pui Yin
Professor, Department of History

Prof. lan MORLEY
Assistant Professor, Department of History

Prof. NG Kai Hon
Assistant Professor, Department of Government and Public
Administration

Prof. WONG Wai Ho Wilson
Associate Professor, Department of Government and Public
Administration

Prof. CHEUNG Wai Ting Nicole
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology

Prof. CHIU Wing Kai Stephen
Professor, Department of Sociology

Prof. TING Kwok Fai
Professor, Department of Sociology

Prof. TONG Yu Ying
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology

Contact Us

Phone :(852)39435122/3943 5100

Fax : (852) 2603 7613

Email :urbanstudies@cuhk.edu.hk

Website : http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/ssc/urbanstudies

Address : Room 218, 2/F, Wong Foo Yuan Building,
Chung Chi College, The Chinese University of
Hong Kong

A B (2012-13)

E 1654
HEZSZI GREEIE)
P B R T B 2 Y

(EbEE 64
Hb P B R T 2 2 B R

PRiERT IR

PR G AR S B R
RS

SR RIBAR
LB

PR B R A TR R 2RI
BEBIR
TREWRAIY

}\*Hg %ni??
e

JFE 52 2%

Prof. lan MORLEY

FFE 52 2 BRI
SRS
BUGHTEEE 2 B

REFEE
BUABTBUR SR

HESRE AR
AR FNIHED €

B AR

e LY
T BIEBES
e ER 2B

SRR
tHE AR

=]

EEL ¢ (852) 39435122/ 3943 5100

.  : (852) 2603 7613

S : urbanstudies@cuhk.edu.hk

4guk  : http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/ssc/urbanstudies
bk - FAEF SRS TE T 218


mailto:urbanstudies@cuhk.edu.hk
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/ssc
mailto:urbanstudies@cuhk.edu.hk
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/ssc

Programme Structure and Unit Requirements  FRiziaiB BB HER

Units Total No.
25 of Units
I University Core Requirements K& Daifs 39
1 Chinese H13¢ 6
2 English 3537 9
3 General Education @i 5 21
4 Physical Education &5 2
5 ITEHREHY 1
Il Major Unit Requirements E{EEFRE R 65
1  Faculty Package E2FiF2 9
2 Required Courses PMERIH 26
(a ) Foundation Courses Introduction to Urban Studies
BREREE W7
Urban Sustainability
W Al
Urban Economic Studies
A =]
Urban Design and Place Making
Woliskat kot EiE
St\udles of Cities in Comparative Perspective
W ELE 5
(b) Methodology Research Design and Methodology
5 WsEsET BT A
(c) Field Studies Field Studies | /Il
- pig =3 HiE2Z (—) /()
(d) Capstone Courses Urban Studies Capstone Thesis | /1l or
GELEERLH Urban Studies Capstone Project‘l il
ST B (—) / () 5
PR EE R A (—) / (5)
3 Elective Courses EEFRIH
(a) Concentration Courses Concentration courses (choose one concentration) 15
EEE =  Urban Planning and Design
= Urban Environment
= Urban Policy and Governance
HZHiE (FEE—H)
L O e
= RTEERNE
. i&ﬁiﬁiﬁ%& =]
(b) Free Major elective courses 15
FEEERA
Il Free Electives E{iEERIH 19
123






