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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTIOR

This is a report on some of the basic findings obtained
in the first phase of an qagoing research programme studyiné
fertility behavieur and pepulation change in Kwun Teng, a newly
developed industrial satellite town of the metropelis of Hong
Keng. Entitled "The Pseple of Ksun Tené: a new Chinese industrial
community,” the researech programme has been conducted under the
euspices of the Secisl Research Centre of The Chinese University
of Hong Koag with financial support frem the Asia Faundatione The
overall ebjective of the research pregramme is to identify a sys-
tem of secial variables affecting population change in Kwun Tong .
In particular, the first phase of the programme aims at atudying
the relationghips beitween socio-ecenomic characteristics of the
family and family structure on the ene hand and fertility and
family planning behavieur on the other. Not enly does it attempt
te answer academic questiens concerning the social and demegraphic
behavieur of the inhabitants eof a newly created industrial commu-
nity when many such questions have not been sufficiently and
empirically dealt with in the context of Hong Keng,l but it also
has imp@rtan:t practical implicatiens for urban plamning and family

plauning werk in Heng Keng.

The District of Kwun Teng

Efun Toeng is located on the seuthern part of East Kewloon,

eccupying an area of appreximatsly five square miles and accommedating




a populatien ef half a million. It is Heng Kong's youngest and
most rapidly developing industrial-urban complex. In the garly
fifties, Kwun Tong was practically waste land much of which was
used as a refuse dump. The early "settlers™ in these days,
numbering abeut 1,000, were squatters who made their living by
gathering metal scraps, old rubber, and rags.

In the mid-fifties; when Hong Keng's industrial beom
feced the problewm ef scarcity of factery sites, government plans
were made to develop Kwun Tong into s new industrial area., Much
land was reclaimed to provide factory sites and hills were terw
raced to provide land for housing and community facilities.
Subsequently, resettlement estates were built, follewed by lew-
cost housing and private housing. Industrial activities alse
quickly expanded. By 1971, the populatien grew to more than
46,000, ever thres-quarters of which were living in various
public housing estates (resettlement and lew-cost housing
@Stat@S)EB In December, 1974, there were over 2,300 factories
of all sizes operating in the Kwun Tong District empleying
roughly 17 per cent of the total industrial werk ferce in Hong
Kong thenﬁii

Kwun Tong is thus a response to the industrial growth of
Hong Kong, serving as one of Hong Kong's &entr@é of industrisl
productien. At the same time, it provides hewnsing and amenities
for as much as one-eighth of Heng Kong's population. Since it
is a new creatien of such a considerable size it weuld be worth-

while to study the secial characteristics of the population in



that particular context. What types of residenis has such a
planned cemmunity atiracted? What ére the employment patterns
of these people? Arse differences in family composition and
family size discernible among the differsnt types of housing?
What is family life like in these different types of housing?
Are there indicatiens that life in the cemmunity of Kwun Teong
exerte any systematic influence on couples! Tertility goals

and behaviour? These and ether similar questions are not enly
intellectually stimulating to thélsccial scientist but also
practically felévant te those who are concerned with ths social

consequences of a planned community.

Family and Pepulation

The factoers that influence populatioen change in a given
community are multifarious. Migratien brings inte the community
‘individuals of certain bie-social characteristics and certain
types of family structure. Internal structure of the community;
including its economy, also acts to shape the bie-social
characteristics of the population and te previde a particular
envirenment for the development of the family system. As a
peint of departure, hewever, the family system itself camn be
more or less "iselated" for careful study because it is related,
directly and indirectly, te many social aspects of a community
and the society at large and is thus a major cemponent in the
larger system of variables governing peopulatien change.

The_fémily is eﬁe of the most impertant umnits linking

demographic and secizl factors. While the formation, organization,
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“and functioning of family systems are influenced by variscus
c§QAitiOﬂs of the pepulation (e.g., sex-ratie, age compesition,
mortality, immigration, fertility), the family system itself
plays an impertant role in pepulation change. The family cer-
tainly contributes to the éamposition of the pepulation., It
alse has direct influence en birthé and deaths.,

For the purpeses of our study, fertility and fertility
contrel eor family pleanning will be given particular atientien
since fertility is a mgjar component of pepulation change.
Fertility is intimately related to many aspects of the family
system, Such,as the time the family is formed (age at marriage)
and the functions which the family performs for its members,
including maintenance, secializatima, and allocation of status.

Fertility invelves decisions--no matter how rational or
irrational--to be made by the family as a whole or by parts of
it.5 Interaction among family'members serves, in part, to bring
together values concerning child-bearing and family size ideals
in the course of reaching some fertility goal. The way in which
these values are channelled intes fertility decisions may be
influenced by a variety of personral attributes, such as educa-
tional attainment, religicus faith, and ethnicity, and by cer-
tain extra=familisl faeters, such as empleyment (especially
wife's emﬁleymea%), community participation, and peer influence.
Thus, the femily may be viewed as the mechamism through which
cultur#l values regarding having children come inte actien.

A cemprehensive understanding of the family system in

Kwun Tong, imciluding its structure, interaction among and
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attitudinal characteristics of family members, would constituie
a useful first step in our attempt to identify a system of soecial
varisbles affecting pepulatiocn change in Kwun Tong.

The survey, dealing with family system and fgmily planning
behaviour and representing the first phase of "The Psople of Kwun
Tong!" research programme, was conducted in 1973. A4 wide range of
topice were included, such as demographic background, family com-
position, interaction among family members (husband-wife and
parent-child), meaning of having children, values of traditional
Chinese family pattern, social awareness and participation, and
knowledge, attitudes, and practice in matters of family planning.
Where appropriate and possible, similar questions were asked of
both husband and wife and of their children aged 17 to 21, if any
(8o selected because of their nearness to marriageable age).

The survey has_fﬁo major analytic cencerns. First, it
attempts tc obtain & falrly comprehensive data base for a2 descrip-
tive understanding of what families and family life are like in
Kwun Tong. In partieular, since a very high preportion of Kwun
Tong's population live in variocus types of public housing, atten-
tion would be paid to whether housing type may serve to differen-
tiate variatiens in family patterns. Second, the survey aims at
relating certain characteristics of the family as a whole and
characteristics ef the couple &s individuals teo their family
planning behaviour and fertility goals. Since the descriptive
data base for examining family patterns is rather comprehensive,
it would be possible to study the effects of various social and

ecenomic factors (e.g., education, income, wife's participatiocn
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in labour force, etc.) on family planning and fertility. It

would also be possible, in further analyses, to construct varieqé
indices of social processes in the family and to test propositions‘
of variations in family planning and fertility involving multiple

variables.

Contents of the Report

As this ig only a preliminary report, the substantive
material ineluded has %o be highly selective, especially when
there is a wide variety of data.gathereda Fellewing the next
chapter on methodology, Chapter IIT gives a description of the
deﬂographic background of the couples and the economic aspects
of the families, Chapter IV covers fertility-related information,
inecluding KAP (knowledge, attitudes, and practice) findings.
Secio-economic differentials in family size and patterns of family
planning practice are presented in Chapter V. Finally, possibil-
ities of furiher analyses and certain practical implicatioqs9
although necessarily rudimentary at this point, are discussed in

Chapter VI.
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Hotes to Chapter I

Cnly twc major original surveves oz family and family plaﬂﬁlﬂs
have previously been conducted in Hong Eong: The Urban Famil ¥
Life Survey by Robert E., ¥itenell in 1967, and the Ferptild ty
Survey by C.Y. Choi, K.C. Chan, and 3etty Chung in 1972.

&

For a more detailsd account of the development of Bwur Tong
+ B

see Keun Tong District Kai Fong ¥elfare azsociation, Ksun
Tong Today (Hong Kong, 1972), pp. 10-139 and Chan Ting-keung,
The Riss and Growth of Ksun Tong: i Study of Planned Urban
Development (Hong Kong: The Chinese Cniversity of Hong Kong

1973), pr. 9-19.

3

Unpublisned 1971 Census data, Census and Statistics Jepartment,
Hong Kong Government.

£,

4s informed by the Zmployment Statistics Section, Census an
Statistics Department, Hong Kong Government.

See, for example, Reuben Hill, "The Significance of Family

-4

in Pepulation Research" in William T. Liuw (ed,), Family and
Fertility {Notre Dame: University of Noetre Danme Press, 1967,

pp & 3=2ﬁ >
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CHAPTER T

The Yuestionnaire

The interview guestionnaire used to collect the data on
the family and family vlamning evolved through a long proceés
of discussion and daliberation among the resesarch personnel of
the programme duxing the spring and summer cof 1973, Since the
basgic assumption of the family study is that fertility is a
functien of a wide variety of variables, such as demographic
background, living envirenment, values, and interaction among
family’memberjvsj the quesiionnaire had to accommodate a suffi-
tiently large amount of information,

The questionnaire was designed to collect data on a wide
variety of areas which mey be classified as follows:

A, Demographic background of husband and wife.

B. Family environment--e.g,, family composition and

housing type.

C. Value system--e,g., "traditional Chinese family
values, tendencies toward general planning, and
meaning of having children.

D. Family action system--e.g., decision-making, marital
adjustment, and parent-child communication.

E., Social participation and awareness--e.g., knowledge
and use of community facilities, and civic participation.

F. Information and attitudes regarding family planning.

G. Birth contrel behaviour,

H. Actual fertility.
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Since interaction among family members is an important
concern in our study, we wanted to include beth wife and husband
in our survey as far as possible. Hoping to provide a fuller
understanding of the dynamics of fertility and family planning
behaviour, we intended te discern the fertility implications of
similarities and differences in demographic and behavioral
characteristics of the marriage pair. The design of the inter-
view guestionnaire thus took this into account; There are two
basically similar guestioonnaires used in the survey: Questionnaire
A and questionnaire B, Questionnaire A is somewhat longer as it
contains general household information questions. A copy of this
guestionnaire is attached in Appendix B, If beth the husband and
the wife were present when the interviewers (who worked in pairs)
called, esither guestionnaire could be used for z spouse. More
often, only one spouse, typically the wife, waes at home when
visited, in which case Qﬁestionnaire A would be used. Question~
naire B would be administersd during a second visit to interview
the other spouse, This way, beth spouses would be included.
However, as 1%t turned out, in about one~third of the families
interviewed, only one spouse (mostly the wife) could be contacted.
Furthermore, if the couple had any children between the ages of
17 and 21 we asked no more than two of them to fill out a separate
youth'" questionmaire, This questionnaire’looks at parent-child
relationghip more carefully znd also attempis tc reveal the
‘youth‘s views on some ferfility-related matters. Although a .
limited number of families in the survey had such children who

returned the completed suestionnaire, we could still add the
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youths' data to those supplied by their parents to establish an
even fuller scenario of family life for some families.

These instruments went through considerable alterations
and revisions after a pretest had been carried out in July, 1973,
They were finalized and made ready for the actual fieldwork in

late September, 1973,

Samp_ing Design

The basic sampling element in this survey is the "living

fu

quarter, " A complete list of 211 living quarters in Kwun Tong
had been compiled by the Social Research Centre in its previous
studies of Kwun Tong; This was updated to provide an acéurate
sampling frame for the study. i two-stage stratified cluster
sampling procedure was employed to obtain a probability sasmple.
There were five types of housing in Kwun Tong, namely, private
nousing, Resettlement Estates, Government Low Cost Housing
Estates, Low Cost Housing Estates of the Housing Society and

the Housiag Authority, and coﬁtages, Each of these types of
housing, except for the cottages, consisted of blocks of various

+ A list of the blocks in each housing type was compiled.

=t

size

[9)]

In the first stage, the sampling unit was the housing block.

approximately 10 per cent of the total number of blocks was

taken randomly from each of the four housing types. These

selected blocks were regarded as unequal clusters each containing

a different number of living quarters. In the second stage, the
A

sampling unit was the living quarter. From a list of all living

quarters contained iz blocks selected in the first stage, a
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simple random sample of 15 per cent of the living quarters in
each selected block was taken. The living quarters so selected
amounted to a total of 1,653. The cottages were sampled sepa-
rately by a one-=stage c¢cluster method. First, all cottages
located in Kwun Tong area were demarcated into 667 equal-size
clusters each containing‘lo cottages. Ten such clusters were
taken randomly, giving a total of 100 cottages which were then
included in the sample. Consequently, the sample of this survey
consisted of 1,753 living quarters in five housing types in Kwun
Tong. This represented aporoximately 1.6 per cent of the total
living gquarters in Kwun Tong.5 Table 2-1 provides details of

the sampling procedurse.

Fieldwork

Fieldwork was launched following the finalization of the
research instruments in September, 1973. Since the academic year
at the Chinese University of Hong Kong had already begun, however,
it was not easy to recruit full-time student interviewers. Most
of the interviewers recruited could work only for a few hours a
week. A number of them dropped out midway and had to be replaced.
Hence the fieldwork proceeded guite slowly and was not completed
until January, 1974%. Throughout the whole fieldwork period, a
total of 57 university and post-secondary college students were
employed to conduct the interviews. Interview responses were

turned in to the ressarch office twice a week and were checked

for clarity and consistency. Since the study wzs designed to



12

*uotyssnb ur adfy Pursnoy syy uy sasjaenb Burail Jo
dsqunu Tejoy ayj Lq sxajaenb Jurail psTdwes jo Jaqunu 8y} JuTIpTATP £q pauTe3qo ST UOT3JOBI] [TRIS A0 mnan

*¢/l6T ‘sunp uT FUTHOSYD 93 TF-9Y3-UC WOJIJ pU®E SIDTIJO
83©398 SNOTIBA WOJAJ 8IjUay YoIwssay TBT20S ay) £q PajoaTT00 UOTJEWIOIUT WO paseq sem sweay Furpduss STUL,

(sa83aenb wﬂﬂpﬂﬂu

064601 %09° T CEL'T 1ez1g aTdweg TE30]
(ssFej3j00
0T Bututes; (saagsnio
-U0D Yoes PAQTATD
‘srzejsnio) A[TIBIFTQaE)
¢la'g %058° T %0*00T 00T 00T %05° 1T 0T 499 safejjop
g66"°6 %69° T %0°ST 681 092'1 %0001 < 0¢ Fursnoy 31805 MmO
gajelsy Fursnop
680°0T %002 %0°G 1 20e A L %S 2T 1 He 3800 MOT JUSNUIA AL
152°04 %55 T %06 T 480 T ihetd %62°0T "1 95T SajE} sy JUawaTllassy
sButpTIng
6£L°2T BLET %¥0"6T GLT L9T'T %96 LT ¢t A31038~T3 TN 81BATI4
adfy Huresnoy uoTIovA ] UOTQOBI] SI83JENE SHooTd UOT)oely sooTg Juol unmy adf] Buisnoy
ul sJIajaenh mm:MA&Eﬁm Furrdues JuTAaTT patTdueg Suriduweg peTdwmes ut s¥oorg
Jutatr] 30O TI®I2AD patdusg ayy, ut Jo Jaquny Jo Jasgqunp
Jaqunpy TE3IC] Jo asqunp sasjaend 239071
FuTaT
10 Jaqumny
839
s¥e3s pug afelg 3s1

mmhﬁﬁ 'ACOLS WDNOL Num¥ 40 9LI0Hdn H0d OWNITINVS -2 J3'14vd



- 13 =

include both hushband and wife in a family, great effort was
undertaken %o interview both husband and wife even if it meant
vigiting the same household three or feour times. Table 2-2
reports the fieldwork outcome in the survey. Altegether, 1,753
living quarters were in the sample a3 eoriginally selected.
However, 171 of them were found to be vacant, non-residential,

or demelished at the time of fieldwork. Conseguently, emly 1,582
living quarters could be visited. Of these 1,582 living quarters,
547 could not provide information because of refusals and pot-at-
homes despite several visits. Entry aand response were gained
from 1,035 living quarters, representing a response rate of 65.4
per cent. Of these 1,035 living guarters, 217 had to.be con=~
gidered ineligible for full interviews since they did net comntain
any married couples. Thus, a total of only 818 interview casas
was obtained, 548 of which were responded by the couple, 233 by

the wife only, and 37 by the husband only.
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Notes to Chapter II

The findings concerning the "youth'" questiomnaire are not
included in this report.

A "living quarter" is defined as "a dwelling unit used
exclusively by one household or shared by a number of
households for living, eating and sleeping. It had %o
be internally connected so that the occupants ceuld
move between rooms/cubicles without going outside (the
unit proper)s....." Hong Kong Govermment Census and
Statistics Department, Hong Kong Population and Housing
Census 1971 Main Report, p.232.

According to information collected by the Social Research
Centre from various estate offices and from on-the-site
checking, there were a total of 109,750 living quarters
in Kwun Tong as of June 30, 1973,



CHAPTER IIT
BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS OF KWUN TONG FAMILIES

Having desecribed briefly the general nature and methedology
of this study, we shall in this chapter have a comprehensive over-
view of certain demegraphic and socio-economic characteristics of
the Kwun Tong families ipcluded in eur survey. Tqyies that will
be examined include: migration, length of stay in Kwun Tong, family
size, family composition, social-demographic characteristics of
husband and wife, and economic aspects, Since different housing
types ssem to differ considerably in living environment and life
style, the findings te be presented will be differentiated-by
type of housing wherever appropriateal Tegether, these data
would serve as a background for further studying the fertility

pattern and family planning behaviocur of the people of Kwun Tonge.

Migration

In little over a decade, Kwun Tong sprang up from the
status of a waste dump to that of an industrial satellite town
with a population of almest half a million. It represents a
first-generation communitya in the sense that the adult population
are first-generation immigrants. Our data indicats that almest
80 per cent of our sample families did not live in Kwun Tung
before their present residence. Of these, 77 per cent came from
various parts of Kowleon,.l9,3 per cent from Hong Kong Island, and
3.5 per cent frem the New Territories. Mest of the 20 per cent

of the families which had lived inm the Kwun Tong area before their

- 16 -



- 17 -

present residence also came from other parts of Kewloon befors
moving inte Kwun Tong. More than 80 per cent of the families

in the resettlement estates moved into Kwun Tong because they
were assigned to such estates by the Government. By contrast,
90 per cent or more of the families in the low cost housing and
private housing estates came to Kwun Tong by voluntary choice or
because they found that Kwun Tong had various attractions for

them.

Length of Residence in Kwun Tong

From Taeble 3-1, it can be seen that in general families
in the reséttlement estates have lived in Kwun Tong the longest.
Two-thirds of them, as compared with 17 per cent of families in
the low cost housing estates, have lived in Kwun fong for six
years or more., This reflects the fact that in the course of
Kwun Tong's development, resettlement estates were the first
type of housing erected. In the case of families in private
housing, while c¢lose %o one half of the families have lived in
Kwun Tong for six years or more, another 35 per cent have moved
into the town for only two years or less. On the whole, there
is quite a range of variation in length of residence in Kwun
Tong, from less than two years to more than ten years, indicating

that there has been a constant migration of people into Kwun Tong.

Family Size

In this study "family size'" refers to the total number of

related persons living together in the same household. A Hfamily"
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TABLE 3-1

LENGTH OF RESIDENCE IM KWUN TONG BY HOUSING TYPE

Housing Type

Length of Residence Resettlement Low Cost Private All

2 years or less 11.0% 21.9% %5.4% 16.6%

2 - 5 years 22.6 50,6 16.9 31.5

6 ~ 9 years 34,7 18.6 Lo,0 29.7

10 years or more Z1.7 8.9 7.7 22.2

Total 100.0% 100.0%  100.0% 100,0%
() (473) (269) (65) (807)

may therefore contéin members other than a married couple andé
their children so leng as they are relatives. At the same time,
some children may live away from their parents, as is true of
aporoximately 15 per cent of the households in our study.
Defined this way, "family size' is not quite the same as
"household size" as used in Hong Kong's censuses because a
"household" in the census simply means a group of persons whe
live together and make common provision for food or other
essentials for living,}

The average family size in Kwun Tong, according to our

P . , o ,
findings, is 6.6, When we consider different housing types



separately, however, there are considerable variations. Thus,
as shown in Table 3-2, 58 per cent of the families in recettle-
ment estates contain seven or more members. Correspondirg
figures for families in low cost housing and private housing

are 39 per cent and 23 per cent respectively. Most neticeably,
there are propertionally much more private housing families
which consist of no more than four persoms, i.s.,, 39 per cenf

as compared with not more than 17 per cent in fhe resettlement
and low cost heusing estates. Thus, the mean Tamily size is the
smallest in private housing, being 5.2 as compared with 6.3 and
6.9 for low cost housing and resettlement estates respectively,
A graphic representation of the mean family sizes of the various

areas within Kwun Tong is given in Appendix A (p.a-2).

Family Compesitien

In addition to family size, the type of family conposition
is a relevant factor in describihg and studying the nature and
implications for social behaviour of the family system.5 In
classifying family composition, eur focus of concern is tae married
couple and théir uﬁmarried c¢hildren living tegether with them,
t.8s, the "nuclear" family. For our pﬁrposes, however, tae term
"nuclear"” family is used relatively loosely to include thoase
families in which there are no children living together o> in which

unmarried or single relatives of sither the hushand or th: wife

are present. Where the focal married couple live togethe: with

e

either spouse's married sibling (and their family, if any!, the

family is a "joint'" one. PFurther, a "stem" family is one in which
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TABLE 3%-2

FAMILY SIZE BY HOUSING TYPE

Housing Type

Family Size Resettlement Leow Cost Private A1l
2 persons 1.9% 0.4% 3.,1% 1.5%
% - 4 persons 15.3 13,7 35.4 16.2
5 - 6 persons 25.2 47,8 38.5  33.6
7 - 9 persons ks,0 344 21.5 39,7
10 persons or more 12.6 3,7 1.5 9,0
Total 100,0% 100.0%  100.0% 100.0%
(N) (477) (270) (65) (812)

Mean 6,9 6.3 5.2 6.6

the focal married couple live with the parent or parents of either
or both spouses. Further, a family could be both stem and joint
if it meets these characteristics, Thﬁs, both verfical and hori-
zontal kin relations are included in this Simplé classification.

Our data indicate that 73 per cent of ocur sampled families
can be considered "nuclear! in the way we define it (see Table 3-3).
About another guarter are of the '"stem" type. There are very few
cases of the other types, "joint" or "stemmjoinﬁ.” This pattern
holds pretty much the same for all housing types, except that there
is a somewhat higher proportion of nuclear families and hence a

lower one of stem families in private housing.
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TABLE 33

TYPE OF FAMILY COMPOSITION BY HOUSING TYPE

e I PO, A ket s M £ Tt SR T R 2 o L e e R ot e 1 ey g e A

Housing Type

Type of

Family Compositien Resettlement Low Cost Private All
Nuclear 72 7% 72.6% 28 ,5% 73 ,2%
Stem 25.4 27 .4 18.5 25.5
Joint 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.1
Stem joint 1.5 0,0 1.5 1.0
Other extended 0.2 0.0 1.5 0.2
Total 100,0% 100.0% 100.0%  100,0%

(N) (477) (270) (65) (811)

Further examination of the data reveals that a "husband-
centred" composition is rather dominant in those families con-
taining members other than the focal married couple and their
children. In the case of nuclear families, for example,
relatives, if any, living with the couple are often the husband's
rather than the wife's. Stem families, too, typically contain
the parent or parents of the husband, not the wife., A similar
phenomenon is true of the one "joint" and several 'stem=joint"

families.
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Social and Economic Characteristics of Couples

Since fhe married couple is the focus of concern in our
study of the family system, it is essential that we kﬁow their
social and economic characteristics before we can attempt to see
bow these may be related to their fertility and family planning
behaviour. Although we did not interview both members of the
couple in all the families, such information of the couﬁle was
obtained for all the families as reported by either thévhusband
or the wife, In those cases where both husband and wife could
be interviewed, some questions concerning such matters as eguca~
tion and income of both spouses were asked of both the husband
and the wife. This would allow checking for presence of.any
discrepancy which in turn might serve as an indication of.the
acéuracy of one spouse's knowledge or perception of the qthere
For our purpose of describing the social and economic charéoteris-

tics of the couples, however, we shall use the information given

by either spouse who happened to be first interviewed.

Age

The age distribution of the couples is shown in Table "3-4
and Figure 3-1, While there is quite a spread of age among both
husbands and wives, the age category to which most husbands and
wives (38 per cent and 37 per cent respectively) belong is 40 to

49. The median age of the husbands is Lk, that of the wives 39,
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TABLE 34

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF HUSBAND AND WIFE

Rt e e e s iV, e et 7

Age Husband Hife
19 or youngera 0.1% 0.8%
20 - 29 6.0 L7 42
30 = 39 24,5 31l.1
4o - 49 38,4 37.1
50 = 59 24,2 13,7
60 or older 65 .0
Total 100.0% 100.0%
(M) : (818) (816)

a . x
There were two wives aged 18, and three
wives aged 19.
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FIGURE- 3-1 AGE DISTRIBUTION OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES

Place of Origin

A person's place of origin is a possible factor in influ-
encing his behaviour and attitudes. In Chinese folk culture, one's
place of origin is sometimes ¢onsciously or unconsciously given
some weight in ome's interaction with others. How and to what
degree this is manifested has yet to be studied empirically. At

any rate, our first step is to identify the dominant ethnic groups.
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Taking the husband’'s ethniec origin as representative of
the family's ethnicity, we find that, as shown in Table 3=5, 43
pcer ¢ent of the families c¢laimed Hong Kong, Canton, and the
Jparl River Delta areas as their placss of origin. The next
jominant ethnic groups are Sze Yap and Chiwv Chau each of which
accounted for 18 per cent of the families. There is, howsver,
some important variation among the various housing types. Thus,
resettlement estates contain a particularly higher proportien of
Chiu Chau families (25 per cent). Low cost housing has propor-
tionally more families from Hong Kong, Canton, and Delta areas
(52 per cent). Private housing, compared with resettlement
estates and low cest housing, contains a considerably higher
proportion of non~Kwangtung feamilies (18.5 per cent).

Our interest in the relevance of ethnicity te fertility
is not ethnic group per se but the social, demographic, and
economic characteristics that ethnic group membership connotes
m;y be more important in the determination of fertility behaviour,
The identification of ethnic concentrations in the various types
of housing may therefore constitute a first step towards the
understanding of differences in family pattern and fertility
behaviour as may exist within each housing type as well as across

different housing types.
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TABLE 3-5

HUSBAND'S ETHNIC ORIGIN BY HOQOUSING TYPE

Housing Type

Husband's Ethnic

Origin Resettlement Lew Cost Private All
Hong Keng, Canmton, 39.5% 51.7% 32.3% k2,9%
and Delta
Sze Yap 16.6 19.0 18,5 17.5
Chiu Chau 2k .6 7.4 15.4 18,1
Wai Yeung 10.1 5.9 13.8 9,0
Qther areas within 7.5 6.7 1.5 - 6.8
Kwangtung
Other Provinces 1.7 9.3 18.5 5.7
Total 100,0% 100,0%  100.0% 100,0%
(M) . (476) (269) (65) (812)

The next question to ask is: Te what extent do men marry
women of the same ethnic origin? When husband's place of origin
is cross-tabulated with wife's place of origin (see Table 3-6),
we find that marriage within the same ethnic group is quite
prevalent on the whole but varies neoticeably from one ethnic
group to6 another. Thus, 81 per cent of both the men from the
Hong Kong-Macau-Delta area and those frem Chiu Chau have wives

of the same ethnic origin. This is less prevalent in other ethnic
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groups. Nonetheless, as many as 57 per cent and 41 per cent of
the Sze Yap men and Wal Yeung men, respectively, have wives of

the same ethnie origin.

TABLE 36

WIFE'S ETHNIC ORIGIN BY HUSBAND'S ETHNIC ORIGIN

Husband's Ethnie¢ Origin

Wife's
g:zn}c Hong Kong, Other Areas

gin Canton, Sze Chiu Wail within Other

and Delta Yap Chau Yeung Kwangtung Provinces

Hong Kong, 80.8% 36.,9% 6.8% 37.0% 40.0% 22,7%
Canton,
and Delta
Sze Yap 8.7 56,7 3.4 8,2 12.7 1lok
Chiu Chau 0.9 0.7 80.8 bl 0.0 ' 0.0
Wai Yeung 3.5 l.h 55 1,1 5.5 243
Other areas 437 298 2«? L&‘ol 3802 ) 608
within
Kwangtung
Other 1.4 1.5 0.8 5.5 3.6 56,8
Provinces
Total : 100.0% 100.,0% 100,0% 100,0%  100,0% 100,0%

(N) (343) (141) (146)  (73) (55) (L4
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It is interesting to note that there is a marked differe
ence amomng the various housing types in the proportion ef couples
who are of the same ethnic origin. Thus, the resettlement estates
have the highest proportion of such couples (72 per cent, see
Table 3=7), followed by low cost housing (68 per cent) and private
housing (49 per cent). The especially low percentage of couples
of the same ethmic origin in private housing may reflect a rela-
tively more differentiated network of secisal interaction prebably
attributable to better education and greater sccial mobility of
residents in private housing. For a more detailed breskdewn of
ethnic-sameness by husband's ethnic origin in the various housing

types, see Table D=1 in Appendix D,

TABLE 3<%

SAMENESS OF COUPLE'S ETHNIC ORIGIN BY HOUSING TYPE

Housing Type

Couple'’s

Et?n?c Resettlement Lew Cost Private A1l
Origin

Same . 71.8% 68 .1% bg 2% 68 .7%
Different 28.2 21.9 50,8 31,3
Total 100 .0% 100.0%  100,0% 100,0%

(M) (471) (266) (73) (802)
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Edncatien

On the whole our data indicate that the men were better
educated than their spouses. As shown in Tables 3-8 and 3=9,
58 per cent of the men, compared with 47 per cent of the wives,
received no more than some form of primary education. Twenty=-
six per cent of the men went on to attain some secondary educa-
tion or above, but only 13 per cent of the wives did so. Also,
the proportien of wives who had no schooling at all iz conside
erably higher, being nearly LO per cent as compared with 15 per

cent among the men. The distribution of husband's and wife's

TABLE 3-8

HUSBAND'S EDUCATION BY HOUSING TYPE

Housing Type

" Busband's Education Resettlement Lew Cost Private All

Senior secondary or 3.4% 2.6% 16.9% 4 ,2%
above

Junior secondary 15.8 25.4 53,8 22,0
Senier primary 30,0 34,3 77 29.6
Junier primary 16.5 153 P o 15.4
Private tutor 16,2 10.1 6.2 13.4
No schooling 18,1 12.3 7 il 15.4
Total 100,0% 100,0%  100.0% 100,.0%

(N) (474) (268) (65) (807)




TABLE 3-9

WIFE'S EDUCATION BY HOUSING TYPE

Housing Type

Wife's Educsation Resettlement Low Cost Private | ALl
Senior secondary or 2.7% 5.2% 40.0% 6.5%
above
Junior secondary 4,8 6,3 20.0 6.5
Senior primary 18.9 33.0 12.3 23.1
Junior primary 19.7 18,9 L,6 18.3
Private tutoer 5.7 7.0 3.1 5.9
No schooling 48,2 29,6 20,0 . 39,7
Total 100,0% 100.0%  100.0%  100.0%
(W) (476) (270) (65) (811)

education by housing type in these two tables further indicates
that the general level of educational attainment of either
husband or wife is by far the highest in private housing and
lowest in resettlement estates. Thus, for instance, the propor-
tion of husbands who had some secondary education or above is

71 per cent, 28 per cent, and 19 per cent, respectively, in
privats, loé cost, and resettlement housing. Similarly, 60

per cent of the wives in private housing had some secondary
education or above, as compared with only 11.5 per cent in low

cost housing and 7.5 per cent in resettlsment housing.



When asked the gquestion of religious faith, 44 per scent
of the men and 36 per cent of the wives replied that they do not
have any religious faith (see Tables 3-10 and 3«11). On .the
other hand, 38 per cent of the men and 4% per cent of the wives
claimed that they worship deities. Buddhisis and Christians
(Protestants and Catholics) are obviously & minority, although
there are somewhat more Christians than Buddhists., Together,
they account for 138 per cent of the men and one-fifth of the
wives., Further inspection of Tables 3-10 and 3-11 indicates
that the pattern of distribution of religion of both husbands
and wives living in private housing is quite different from that
in resettlement and low cost housing. First, the proportion of
Christians in private housing is substantially higher (more than
one=fifth) than in the other two housing types (no more than 11
per cent), Second, private housing also has the highest propor=
tion (well over half) of both husbands and wives claiming ne
religious faith. That this is so may be related to the fact
Just revealed earlier that the couples living in private housing
are generally much better educated. More education, particularly
when received in Hong Kong where church-supported schocls are
rather common, is likely to expose the individual to Christian
influence. At the sanme time, however, more education geneyally
has also s secularizing effect, Furthermore, most of the couples

living in private housing probably have an urban background which
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may in part explain the drastically lower percentage of deity-

worshippers as compared with couples in resettlement and low-

cost housing,

TABLE 3-10

HUSBAND'S RELIGION BY HOUSING TYPE

Housing Type

Religion Resettlement Low Cost Private A1l
No religiom 45,7% 38 .1% 55, 4% Li, 0%
Worshipping deities 39.8 1.1 13.8 38,1
Buddhist 761 10.8 77 8ok
PrOteStant L‘”o6 206 1293 406
Catholic 2.6 7.0 10,8 L,7
Taoist and others 0.2 0.4 0.0 0.2
Total 100.,0% 100.0% 100,0% 100,0%
(N) “(477) (270) . (65) (812)
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TABLE 3-=11

WIFE'S RELIGION BY HOUSING TYPE

Housing Type

Religion Resettlement Lew Cest Private ALl
No religion 35.3% 32.2% 53.8% 35.7%
Worshipping deities 45,6 k5.2 1&.5 43,3
Buddhist 72 | 11.5 L,6 8.k
Protestant 569 3.3 9;2 563
Catholic =7 7.4 13,9 6.9
Taoist and others 0.4 O.b4 0.0 Ok
Total : 100.,0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
(N) (476) (270) (65) (811)

Table 3=12 indicates, for each housing type, the propor-
tion of couples claiming the same religious faith given husband's
religion. Generally speaking, there is a rather high degree of
religious similarity between husband and wife. If the husband is
a Buddhis£ or worships deities, for example, it is highly likely
(almost or over 90 per cent in most cases) that the wife is also
a Buddhist or a worshipper of deities, almost regardless of the
type of housing. It may also be noted that if the husband has

no particular religious faith, it is also quite likely (roughly
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75 per cent chance or better) that the wife, too, has no religious

faith, This is especially true in private housing (83 per cent

chance).
TABLE 3=12
PERCENTAGE OF COUPLES HAVING SAME RELIGION BY
HUSBAND!S RELIGION BY BOUSING TYPE
Husbaﬁd's- Housing Type
Religiona Resettlement Low Cost Private All
No religien 7442510y 75:7(105) 83+3(36) 75,6(356>
Worshipping 97.9 97.3 100.0 97.7
deities 71T7(190) (111). (9) (310)
Buddhist 88.,2(31}> 96.6(29) 60.0(5) 8907(68)
Pro‘bestaﬂt . 81¢8(22) 4299(7) 50.0(8) 6206(5?)
; 1
Catholic 100.0(12) 8Q,2(19) 57,1(?) 8+a2(38)

aNot included in this table are two Taoist husbands both of whom
have wives whe are also Taoist.

bBase number for thre percentage.

In many Chinese families shrines or altars are kept and
served in honour of ancestors or certain deities., To understand
better the significance of religion in Chinese families, therefore,

we have to probe‘beyond the type of religious faith claimed by the



respendents. We asked our respondents whether shrines for ances-

tors, Tsaoc Tsun (kitchen god), Tu Ti (earth geod), and Kwan Ti (god

of loyalty) were present in their homes. The results are shown in

Table 3-13.,

TABLE 3-13

PERCENTAGE OF HOMES XEEPING VARIOUS SHRINES

BY HUSBAND'S RELIGION

Husband’s Religion

Presence
of Shrines Wore- Taoist
in Home No- shipping Protes- &

Religion Deities Buddhist tant Catholie others All

(361)% (310) (69) (37) (39) (2) (818)

Ancestors 50.1 8§90 85.5 5okt 5.1 100.0 68,0
Tsao Tsun 31.6 67 .7 5242 247 0.0 50,0 3343
To T4 45,4 89,0 7349 B 0,0 100,0 60.2
Kwan Ti 11.9 26.5 15.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.6

®Base number for percentage

From results shown in Table 3-13, we see that on the whole

shrines for ancestors and Tu Ti sare quite common, being present in

at least 60 per cent of the homes, Shrines for Tsao Tsun and Kwan

Ti are relatively less common; they are kept in one-third and one=-

sixth of the homes, respectively. Furthermore,

are especially common in homes in which the husband is either a

shrines of any kind
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Buddhist or & worshipper of deities. Interestingly, the presence
of various shrines is still quite noticeabls in homes in which
the husband does not have any religious faith. By contrast,

shrines are rarely found in Protestant and Catholic homes.

Family Inceme

Categorized income information was obtained from our .
respondents since this ceuld be askgd and answered with less
difficulty compared with exact income figures.s The distribution
of family monthly income in resettlement estates is very similar
to that in low cost housing,; as Table 3f14 illustrates. A sub=
stantial propertion of families=<L6 per cent in resettlement
estates and 43 per cent in low cest housing--earn less than one
thousand dollars a month. By sharp contrast, over 60 per cent
of families in private housing earn at least $1,500 a month., In
fact, almost sne third of private housing families boast a monthly
income of $2,500 or more. This simply reflects the fact that
public housing estates in Hong Kong are built to accommodate the
relatively lower socioesconomic strata of fhe population by
charging minimal rents. (For disfribution of median family income
by area, see map on p.A3 in Appendix A.) |

To compare the financial condition of the families some-
what more clearly, the percentage of families having five children
or more is computed for each housing type within each of three
broad income groups, namely, (a) under $1000 a month, (b) $1000
to $1499 a month, and (&) 31500 a month or more. Thus, within

the same income group, a higher percentage having as many as five
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TABLE 3=1k

FAMILY MONTHLY INCOME BY BCOUSING TYPE

Family Monthly Housing Iype

Income Resettlement Low Cest Private A1l
$499 or below %.6% 0.8% 0.0% 2,49
$500 ~ $749 21.1 21.7 3,1 19.9
$750 - $999 21.5 20,2 12,7 20.4
$1000 » $1249 26,6 31.1 20,6 27.6
ﬁlZEO = $1h‘99 803 701 1.6 7014‘
$1500 = $1749 1.3 11.6 17.5 11.8
$1750 « $2499 5.0 6ol 12,7 6.1
$2500 or above 2.6 1.1 21,8 Loh
Total 100,0% 100,0%  100.0% 100.,0%
(N) (470) (267) (63) (800)
Estimated $1036 $1059 $1669 $1066

Median Inceme

children‘or more suggests a more unfavourable financial condition
since expenditures are likely to be higher. The results, shown
in Table 3~15, clearly indicate that, even when inceme is kept
constant; families in private housing are considerably better off
cempared teo families in public housing, particularly in the

resettlement estates. For example, 64 per cent of the families
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in resettlement estates earning $1500 or more a month have %o
support five or more children. This is true for only one-fifth
of the private housing families earning the same level of income.
Because of differences in family size, the same amount of family
income may mean a fair amount of comfort in a private housing

family but possibly poverty in a resettlement estate family.

TABLE 3-15

PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES HAVING 5 CHILDREN OR MORE
BY INCOME GROUP BY HOUSING TYPE

Family Monthly Housing Type

Income

Resettlement Low Cost Private All
Under $1000 4101(217)5 23o7(114) 10.0(10) 34°h(34l)
$1000 -~ $1%499 50.6(164) 35,3(102) 28°6(1@) 44°O(280>
31500 and over 6“’00(89) 56.8(51) 20»5(39) 5205(179)

®Base number for percentage

Couple's Working Status

Four types of working status of the couple may be distine-
guished: husband working, couple both working, wife working, and
couple both not working. From Table 3-16, it can be seen that in

95 per cent of the sampled families, either the husband or the
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A panoramic view of the centre of Kwun Tong looking from the hills of Sau Mau Ping. The
seven-storied H-shaped blocks across approximately the middle of the picture are the Kwun
Tong reseitlement estates (Mark I). The more modern-looking and much taller buildings be-
hind them are low cost housing blocks of Wo Lok Estate. Further behind are multi-storied

private apartment buildings.

RS . ) D~ | :
Mark 1 type resettlement blocks. Note the densely packed covered shacks between Block 20

and Block 21 used for stalls selling meat, vegetables, groceries, and other daily supplies. Note
also the structures on the roof used as primary schools.
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A contrast between a Mark I resettlement block (foreground) and private apartment buildings
(background). The ground floor units of the resettlement block, as in other resettlement
blocks, are typically used for shops of various kinds.

e

Private apartment buildings

on Yuet Wah Street which is adjacent to the commercial centre of
Kwun Tong,
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wife or beth are working (full-time or part-time). In more than
half of these families, the husband is apparently the chief
bread-winner, It is interesting te note that the proportion of
families with working wives ('couple both working' and "wife
working' combined) is highest in resettlement estates (40 per

cent) and lewest in private housing (29 per cent).

TABLE 3-16

COUPLE'S WORKING STATUS BY HOUSING TYPE

Couple's Housing Type

Working

Status Resettlement Low Cost Private All
Husband only 5b,1% 58.5%  63.1% 56 3%
working

Couple both 36,5 35.6 26.1 35,3
working

Wife only 4,0 3.3 3.1 3.5
working

Couple both 5eb 2.6 767 k.9

not working

Total : ' 100,0% 100.0% 100,0% 100,0%
(N) (477) (270) (65) (812)

Couple’'s Working Place

For the purposes of this study, whether a person works

in Kwun Tong is an important aspect characterizing Kwun Tong's
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population. It may even have implications for studying the
community effects on people's behaviour, including fertility

and family planning behaviour. Table 3-17 summarizes the situa-
tion for the three major housing types in Kwun Tong. First, we
see that almost one-third of the working husbands in the reset-
tlement estates work in Kwun Tong but a much smaller proportion
of those in both low cost and private housing do so (less than

a quarter). Second, given that wives work, a very high propor-
tion of them work in Kwun Tong (almost 80 per cent in both
resettlement estates and low cost housing and somewhat less than
half in private housing). Third, if we consider working couples
rather than just working husbands or working wives, the likeli-
hood of both spouses working in Kwun Tong is considerably lower,
much like that among working husbands except that it is even
lower among couples living in private housing (only 12 per cent).
Two genera} observations can therefore be noted: (1) women are
much more likely than men to work in Kwun Tong, (2) whether we
consider just working husbands or working wives or working
couples, the likelihood of working in Kwun Tong is always the
lowest in private housing and highest in resettlement estates.
(For areal distribution of the proportion of families with
elther or both spouses working in Kwun Tong, see map on p.Al in

Appendix A.)
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TABLE 3«17

PERCENTAGE OF EMPLOYED HUSBANDS, WIVES, AND COUPLES.
WORKING IN KWUN TONG BY HOUSING TYPE

Housing Type

All
Resettlement Low Cost Private
Husbands 3292(432)a 24,4(254) 2204(58) 28,8(7Q4)
Wives 798193y T9-l(1o5) 7M1y 776(z17)
Couples 3055(174) 2590(96) 1108(17) 27.5(281)

®Base number for percentage

Occupation

We have adopted; for the purposes of this survey, a rela-
tively new occupational classification scheme which attempts to
capture twe main dimensions of work, namely, type and social rank.
Three major types of work are distinguished: (1) administrative
and clerical ﬁork, (2) production work, whichAis essentially
related to some production process resulting in some commodity
or physical product, and (3) service work, including various
kinds of professional and personal services. While "type'" is for
all practical purposes a horizontal classification, we need a
vertical differentiation in terms of social ranking and prestige -

since this would be useful for the study of stratificational
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characteristics of behaviour, Within each of the three main
types of occupation, four rather bfoad rank categories have
been used. These categories carry different labels depending
on the type of’occupation, but generally speaking the equivalent .
rank category (e.g., rank 1) acroés the three occupational types
is supposed to represent occupations requiring relatively more
(or less, as the case may be) skill and commanding similar
social prestige., Thus, for example, rank 1 sccupations include
-commercial and governmental executives and managers in "admin-
istrative and clerical work,'" engineers and technoleogists in
"production work," and various kinds of professionals (physiciansﬁ
lawyers, lecturers, ete.) in "service work." By contrast, rank 4
occupations include office messengers in "administrative and
clerical work,'" factory unskilled labourers in "production work, "
and waiters and attendants in "service work." The inclusion of
particular occupations under each rank category was made after
careful co;sideration and reference to the occupational classifi-
cation scheme used by the Hong Kong Census and Statistics Depart-
ment to ensure that the two schemes are roughly comparable
although the latter scheme does not distinguish types -of occupa-
tions as adopted in this study. For a detailed description of
the rank categories and the occupations they ¢lassify, the reader
is referred to Appendix G.

The distribution of occupational type and rank of working
wives for each housing type is shown in Table 3-18. 1In resettle-
ment and low cost housing, a very high proportion (over 80 per

cent) of working wives are engaged in various kinds of production
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work. By comparison, much fewer working wives (47 per c¢ent) in
private housing are so engaged, They have a much higher propor=-
tion working in administrative and in service jobs. For both
resettlement and low cost housing the vast majority (over 90 per
cent) of the working wives work in jobs that belong to the two
ranks, such as, in the area of production work for instance,
semi-skilled factory workers and unskilled labourers. In fact,
resettlement housing has the highest proportion of wives engaged
in the lowest rank, i.e., unskilled work. In terms of the dis-
tribution of wife's occupational type and rank combinations,
resettlement and low cost housing are quite similar. By clear
contrast, private housing has a much higher proportion of wives
working in the higher ranking occupations, particularly in the
service sector (e.g., school teachers).

We turn next to the distribution of husband's occupa-
tional typevand rank for each housing type. The results are
shown in Table 3-19. Comparing first the distribution of
occupational types, we see that resettlement and low cost
housing are much alike in that they both have roughly two-thirds
of the husbands engaged in production work, about 20 per cent in
service, and a little over 10 per cent in administrative work.
In private housing, as somewhat less than half of the husbands
are in production work, the proportions engaged in service and
adminisﬁrative work are noticeably higher than those in the
other two housing types. The pattern of the distribution of

occupational rank among the three housing types is very similar
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to that in the case of wives, ‘Thus, as many as 70 per cent or
more of the husbands in resettlement and low cost housing work
in jobs of the two low;r ranks, with a greazter conéentration

in the lowest rank for husbands from the resettlement estates.
" In private housing, there is, again, a5 in the case of wives,

a much higher proportion of husbands (46 per cent) wﬁose jobs
can be classified in the two upper ranks. As far as type-rank
combinations are concerned, resettlement and low cost housing
are also quite similar except that most of the husbands in
resettlement estates are unskilled labourers (lowest rank in
production). It is interesting to note that, in private housing,
almost none of the husbands?! occupations can be classified in
the lowest rank. At the same time, compared with the other two
housing types, private housing has proportionally more husbands
engaged in "rank 2" occupations in administrative and service
work and also more in top ranking occcupations in all three types

-

of work.

Summarz

We have in this chapter described a number of background
characteristics of Kwun Tong families as a first step in our
attempt to study tﬁebfamily, fertility, and family planning in
Kwun Tong. Almost all of these characteristics have been presented
for each of the three main houéing types in Kwun Tong, namely,
resettlement estates, low cost housing, and privaté housing.

Kwun Tong is a relatively new town. Thus it is not sur-

prising that over 80 per cent of our sample families are living
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in Kwun Tong for the first time. DNearly three-guarters of these
families are of the nuclear type or some variatien of it. On
the aversage, families in the resettlement estates have lived in
Kwun Tong the longest simce, after all, these were the first
residential buildings erected in Kwun Tong.

We found that families in the three housing types differ
systematically in several social and economic aspects. Resettle-
ment estate families on the average are the largest (6.9 persons),
and more likely to qonsist of coupies who are of the same ethnic
origin and who are poorly educated (almost half of the wives had
no schooling). The average family income is a little over %1,000
per month. Families in private housing, by c¢omparison, are typi-
cally much smaller (average 5.2 persons) and wealthier (average
family income is over #1,600 per month). They consist of couples
who are just as likely to be of the same ethnic origin as they
are of different origins. Most couples in these families have
at least some secondary education. In these characteristics,
i.e., family size, sameness of couple's ethnic origin, couple's
educatien, and family incéme, families in low cost housing are
intermediate between families in resettlement estates and those
in private housing but are closer to the former than to the latter.

Further, we found that while the most dominant ethnic
group are the '"locals" (Hong Kong and Canton Delta) in all three
housing types, Chiu Chau families are more highly represented in

resettlement estates and non=-Kwangtung families in private housing.



Resettlement estate and low cost housing couples are quite similar
in religious faith as approximately 4O per cent of the couples in
both these housing types worship deities. By contrast, couples
in private housing are more likely to be either non~believers (une
religion) or Christians (Protestants or Catholics).

With a knowledge of these background characteristics of
the families in Kwun Tong, we shall now proceed to examine the
characteristics of their marriage, fertility, and family planning

behaviour.

Notes to Chapter III

1. Since there are only six squatter families from which inter-
views were obtained in the survey, they are temporarily
excluded from our presentation of findings in this preliminary
report.

2. The term '"first-generation community" was used to describe
Kwun Tong by Prof. C.K. Yang who played an important pioneering -
role in formulating the research proposal of this study.

3. See, for example, Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong
Population and Housing Census 1971 Main Report, p.165,

ke In a recent (1972) Colony-wide survey covering 2,270 house-
holds on the impact of industrialization on fertility in Hong
Kong conducted jointly by the Social Research Centre of the
Chinese University of Hong Kong (C.Y. Choi, Betty Chung) and
the Hong Kong Family Planning Association (K.C. Chan), it was
found that the average household size was 5.8 persons. In
that survey, all the households were families in which the
wives were between 15 and 49 years of age. In the 1971 Census,
the average household size (excluding one-person households
but including households of unrelated persons) was 5.2 persons.
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For a comprehensive description of the forms of family
structure in Hong Kong, see Fai-ming Wong, Industrialization
end Family Structure in Hong Kong (Hong Kong: Social Research
Centre, the Chinese University of Hong Kong, 1974), pp.20-28.

Faced with the difficulty of assessing the accuracy of
reported family income, we tried to check it against the
total number of material possessions within a specified range
(radio, television, refrigerator, sewing machine, camera,
washing machine, air-conditioner, and motor-car) that was
reported or cbserved to be present in the family. We found
that, as expected, the lowest income families ($749 per month
or less) had on .the average the fewest (3.5 items) while the
highest income families (§2,500 per month or more) the most
(5.1 items) such possessions. See Table D-2 in Appendix D,



CHAPTER IV

PATTERNS OF AGE AT MARRIAGE, FERTILITY,
AND FAMILY PLANNING

Having presented a series of background characteristics
of the married couples in our study, we shall in this chapter
examine the patterns of age at marriage, fertility, and family
planning behaviour of the wives. Since theses aspects tend to
differ according to age, we shall study their patterns across
different age-groups of wives. Where appropriate, we shall also-
examine certain interrelations between age at marriage, fertility
(number of children), and family planning so as td provide some

meaningful data base for further analysis.

Age at Marriage

Age at marriage plays an important role in governing a
woman's chance of exposure to reproduction and hencs is a point
of departure for the study of fertility and family planning
behaviour., We shall first examine the actual age at marriage
of the wives and the age at marriage perceived by them to be
ideal for women in the larger population. The averages (means)
of these two aées among the various age-groups of wives are
presented in Table 41, As can be seen, there does not appear
to be any significant chagge in the mean age at marriage across
thé various age groups, fluqtuating between 21 and 22 years
except for the wives in the youngest group (2% or younger) who

married at the age of just under 20. However, our data on the
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TABLE 41

MEAN AGE AT MARRIAGE AND MEAN PERCEIVED IDEAL AGE
AT MARRIAGE {FOR WOMEN) BY WIFE'S AGE

WIVES®

Mean Age Mean Perceived

Wife's Age at Marriage ﬁiiiiagiefii Dif§f§§n°e
(X) Women (Y)
24 or younger 1996(51>a 22°2(5l) 2.6
25 = 29 2190(94) 2392(94) 2.0
30 - 34 2195(101) 2390(97) 1.5
35 - 39 2199(153) 2§°l(150) 1.2
45 or older 2198(2&“5} 2299(239) 1.1
All age groups 2194(811) 22.9(799) 145

aNumber of cases

distribution of age at marriage (see Table D=3 in Appendix D)
show that while one-third of the wives aged 40 or older married
before the age of 20, this figure drops to about a quarter among
the wives aged 25 to 39, Therefore, the little change in the
mean age at marriage may be accounted for partly by a decrease

in the number of older women who are marrying. At the same time,



judging from the decrease in the proportion of marriages before
the age of 20, we can believe that there is a treand away from

early marriages,

It is interesting to note that the mean perceived ide&l
age at marriage for women is consistently higher than the average
actual age at marriage for all respondents. On the whole, '‘the
most appropriate">age at which women should marry nowadays is
about 1.5 years older than the wives' own age at wmarriage. The
ideal age at marriage is somewhat bhigher (just over 23) among

wives aged 25 to 39 than those aged 40 or older.

Fertility

Number of Children

We asked the wives their perception of the ideal number
of children in s family for the general population., We also
asked those wives who did not intend to have any more children
what number of children they would prefer to have if they could
start all over again, These are compared with the total number
of living ehildren, inecluding those who do not live together in
the same household, if any., The results are shown in Table 4-2,

There is considerable variation in the average number of
children among wives of different ages, from 1.4 for those aged
24 or younger to 5.1 for those who are 45 or older. When asked
what their preferred number of children would be, their responses
showed muéh less variation, averaging 2.5 for the youngest wives

and 3.5 for those aged 40 to 44. Variation in their perceived

ideal number of children for the general population is the least:
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TABLE 4=2

MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN, MEAN PREFERRED NUMBER OF
CHILDREN, AND MEAN PERCEIVED IDEAL NUMBER OF
CHILDREN FOR GENERAL POPULATION BY WIFE'S AGE

Mean Preferred Mean Perceived

Wife's Mean Number Tdeal Humber
Age of Children Nu@ber—og of Children

Children for Population

24 or 1039(51)a 2650(14) 2‘68(48)

younger

25 = 29 2932(95) 2569(46) 2°66(89)

30 - 34 39%9(1013 3007(80) 2088(93)

35 -39 *e22(154) 3+20(135) 315(148)

ho - hh 5¢05(190) 3:5%(152) 3.28(163)

45 or 5,14 o4l 2,23

older (245) (210) (230)

All age 4,18 3,28 3,08

Eroups (816) (637) (771)

a N
Number of cases

bOnly respondents who did not intend to have additional children

or who were above the age of 44 were asked to indicate their
preferred number of children if they could start all over again.
The number of cases for many age groups is thus considerably
smaller,
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2,7 among the yaﬁngest wives and %.3 for those above the age of
LO. 1If we take the perceived ideal number of children for the
general population as an indication of pecple's understanding

of some general family size norm, we see that there is a notice-
able convergence toward a norm of two to three ¢hildren in a
family. On c¢loser examination of the results in Table 4-2, one
finds a rather interesting ?attera of relationship among the
three columns of figures representing fertility behaviour and
fertility norm. As far as the younger wives (under 30 years of
age) are concerned, the actual number of children is smaller

than what these wives think is appropriate for the general popu-
lation. What they would prefer for themselves is more than what
they actually have and is also quite close to but not more than
the population norm. For those wives who are 30 or older, on the
. other hand, the actual number of children is consistently greater
than their perceived population norm, especially amcng the older
wives., Reality probably has convinced them that they have in
fact too many children, and thus their preferred number of children
is considerably smaller than their actual number., Indeed, what
they would prefer to have, if they could start again, is also

quite close to their perceived population norm, as in the case

of the younger wives., However, probably because they already

have more children than what this norm 'prescribes,”" their pre-
ferred number of children is consistently somewhat higher than

the normative number, as if this would strike a "balance” to

reconcile the difference,
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Age=speeific Ferwility

In order to show the actual fertility performance of the
women in ourvstudy during 1973, the year in which the survey was
taken, we computed the ggemspecific fertility rates for all the
women between the ages of 15 and 49, divided into five-~year age
intervals, in the following manner: |

First, the number of children who were one year of age
or younger born to the women of each age group was recorded.
Since most of the interviews were carried out toward the end of
1973, it was assumed that this number of children would very
nearly represent the number of all births by the sampled married
women in the year 1973, Second; it was assumed that the number
of married women in each age group in our sample in mid=1973
would not be different from the number toward the end of 1973.
Short of information needed for verification or adjustment, this
assumption had to be made, The age-marital-specific fertility
rate for the women in our sample was then calculated according

to the formula:

Number of births to married

Age-marital=specific ‘ .
women in age group 1 X 1.000
9

fertility rate for
age group i Midyear number of married
women in age group i

]

The results are presented in Table 4«3 in which the
corresponding rates for the whole of Hong Kong as obtained in
the Censuses of 1961 and 1971 are included for comparison, It

is interesting to note that while there was a considerable decline
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TABLE 4=3

AGE-MARITAL-SPECIFIC FERTILITY RATES, THIS SURVEY (1973)
COMPARED WITH HONG KONG CENSUSES OF 1971 AND 1961 (NUMBER
OF BIRTHS PER 1,000 MARRIED WOMEN IN EACH AGE GROUP) '

Age Group Th%ﬂ Survey Census Census
1973) (1971)# (1961)b
15 - 19 600 586 721
20 = 24 500 451 458
25 - 29 390 307 368
30 = 3h 218 17k 248
35 = 39 123 88 152
Lo - b4 36 21 66
45 - b9 8 b 12

a’bFigures taken from Census and Statistics Department, Hon
Kong Population and Housing Census 1971 Main Report, p.}ég

in the fertility of married women in Hong Kong of practically all
age groups in the tem year period, 1961~l97l, the fertility of
married women in Kwun Tong remained quite high im 1973 and was
generally intermediate between the 1961 and 1971 levels for Hong
Kong. In the age groups of 20-24 and 25-29, the fertility rates
of the Kwun Tong women in 1973 were even higher than the 1961

rates for the corresponding age groups. This pattern may be
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accounted for by the sociceconomic characteristics of the women

in Kwun Tong as compared with a1l women in Hong Kong. Educational
attainment, for example, is one of such characteristics. Accord-
ing te Census findings, 87 per cent of all women in 1961 and 79
per cent in 1971 had no more than a primary education. By
contrast, our Keun Tong survey indicates that, even in 1973, 91
per cent of all the weomen in our sample did not go beyond primary

school.

Achievement of Fertility Goal

We have noted earlier that for wives aged 30 through 59
the actual number of children on the averasge is considerably
higher than both the preferred number and the normative number
for the general populaﬁione Many wives have apparently "over-
achieved'" their fertility goal. Although such a goal as repre-
sented by the preferred number may not have been consciously
fo;mulated beforehand but is only contemplated retrbspectively,
we could use 1t as a rough standard against which to measure the
degree to which the respondents are satisfied with the family
size they have. We shall therefore speak of "achievement'" of
fertility goal in a somewhat loose sense, and shall classify our
respondents into three groups: (1) the "underachievers' who have
fewer children than what they would prefer, (2) the "achievers"
who have just the number of children that they would prefer, and
(3) the "overachievers" who have more children than what they
would prefer. This classification includes all those to whom

the question of preferred number of children applies, i.e., all
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those wives who either want no more childrea (approximately 79
per cent of all wives aged 44 or younger) or probably will bear
no more ehildren (that is, those sged 45 and above).

Table Lol shows the distribution of fertility achievement
by wife's age. On the whole, overachievers outmumber achievers
considerably. More tham half (55 per cent) of the wives, i1.é.,
of a1l those to whom the guestion of preferred number of children
applies, have mcra.children than what they would prefer, compared
with 38 per cent who have exactly what they would prefer, The
proportion of overachievers increases significantly with age,
with almost two-thirds of the wives aged 45 or older who are
overachievers, The elder wives, whe typically have more children,
are thus more likely to feel that they have too many children,
The reverse is true of achievers: the younger wives are much more
likely to be achievers tham the older ones. Indeed, more than
two~tﬁirds of those ir the 25=29 age group have exactly the same
‘nnmber of children as what they would prefer. Since these younger
wives generally have fewer children, this suggests that the norm
of amall family size is gaining acceptance among the younger
generations, “The proportion of underachievers, those who have
fewer children than what they would prefer, is very small for all
age groups except those below the age of 25, More tham a quarter
of the youngest wives (below the age of 25) arse underachievers,
which is understandable because o¢f their youth. The fact that
they intend to have ne additional children, however, is somewhat
puzzling which has to be explained by their personsl reasocns.

But we will not go into these here.
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TABLE 44

FERTILITY ACHIEVEMENT BY WIFE!S AGE

Fertility Achievement :
Wife's Age Total (N)
Undersachieve Achieve Overachieve

24 or younger 28.6 50,0 21,k 100.0% (14)
25 = 29 6.5 67k 26.1 100.0% (46)
30 - 34 6.3 k2,5 51,2 100.0% (80)
35 - 39 3.6 48 .2 k8,2 100,0% (135)
4o - 44 3.3 32.9 63,8 100,0% (152)
45 or older 7.1 26,7 66,2 100.0% (210)
All age groups 5.8 38,2 56 .0 100,0% (637)%

&

She preferred number of children was asked only of those wives
who either intended no additionsl children or were already above
the age of 44, assuming that they would be the ones for whom the
study of achievement of fertility goal is valid. The total
number of respondents involved is therefore smaller as compared
with most other tables presented in this report.

¥hen fertility achievement is cross-tabulated against wifefs
age at marriage (Table 4-5), we find that the younger the women
marries the more likely she is to overachieve her fertility goal,
i.e.; to have more c¢hildren than she would prefer. Thus, while

one-third of those wives who married at the age of 30 or older
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overachieved their fertility goal, as many as 63 per cent of

those who married before the age of 20 did so,

Conversely, the

later the woman marries the more likely she is to have the

number of childremn she would prefer,

Thus, we find that over

half of those wives who married after the age of 25 achieved

their fertility goal,

TABLE 4-5

FERTILITY ACHIEVEMENT BY WIFE'S AGE AT MARRIAGE

Fertility Achievement

Wife'l's .fa.ge Total (N)
at Marriage Underachieve Azhieve Overachieve

19 or younger Solt 31,2 63,k 100.,0% (205)
20 = 2k 509 37 .6 56.5 100.0% (322)
25 - 29 6,0 52,4 b1 .6 100,0% (84)
30 or older 8ok 58.3 33.3 100,0% (24)
All ages at 5.8 38,3 55.9 100,0% (635)
marriage

Attitude toward Birth Control

We asked our respondents about their attitude toward birth

control. ("Some couples nowadays use certain methods to aveoid

pregnancy. Generally speaking, deo you approve or not?') As shown



in Table b4=6, & very high majority (88 per cent) of the wives
approve of birth ceontrol (86 per cent of the husbands alsoc so
approve). Approval is espescially high among the respondent§

in the 25-44 age group (over 90 per cent), and somewhat lower
among theose over 44 years of age and those below 25, The
slightly redused level of approval among the oldest and the
youngest wives is alsc reflected in the higher proportions of
neutral responses among them., While any lack of approval among
the older wives may be due to lower education, that for the
younger wives is probably because many of them have not yet
achieved their fertility goal (29 per cent of the wives under

25 years of age are “underachievers', see Table 4-4), or perhaps
because some of them haye not yet clearly understood the meaning
and purpose of birth control. Nonetheless, the level of approval

among these women is still as high as 80 per cent or more.

-

Sterilization

We further asked our respondents whether they approved of
sterilization, ("Suppose a couple decided fo adopt sterilization
S0 as not to have any more children, would you approve of it or
not?") The extent of approval increases from 77 per cent among
the respondents over kL& years of age to 85 per cent among those
under 25 years of age (Table 4-7). The overall approval rate
among wives is 81 per cent, as compared with 74 per cent among

husbands.
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TABLE 46

WIFE'S ATYIPUDE TOWARD BIRTH CONTROL BY AGE

Attitude toward Hife's Age 411 A

. ges
Birth Control o4 or -~ 45 or

younger 2534 35=kk plder

Approve 85,4% 91.8% 91.1% 80.7% 87,8%
Neutral 104 3.8 Seh 12,4 7kt
Disapprove boo b 3.5 6.9 L8
Total 100.,0% 100.,0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(1) (48) (183)  (316)  (233) (780)

TABLE 4-9%

WIFE'S ATTITUDE TOWARD STERTLIZATION BY AGE

Attitude toward Wife's Age A1 A
Sterilization ges
) 24 or 2534 35.44 45 gr
younger - older
Approve 85.4% 8L,5%  79.9% 77.2% 80,6%
Disapprove 1k.6 15,5 20,1 2268 19.4
Total 100.0% 100,0% 100,0% 100.0% 100,0%

(N) (48) (181) (309) (224) (762)
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It is interesting to note that of those women whovapu
proved of sterilization as a wethod of eliminating further
pregnancies, 85 per cent thought thot it is the wife who should
be sterilized, (Seventywéever per ¢ent of the husbands who ap-
proved of sterilization thought likewise.) ¥hether this is
related to a general notion that birth econtrol is the respon-
sibility of the wife alone or to a relative lack of familiarity
on the wives' part with the feasibility of male sterilizationl
is not ¢lear here but can be studied in further analyses.

It may be expected that if one approves of birth control
in general one i3 also likely to approve of sterilization in
particular, As the results in Table 4-8 indicate, this is indeed
the case, Over 80 per cent of those respondents who approve of
birth control alsc approve of sterilization. The proportion of
disapproval of sterilization is highest (40 per cent) among those
whe disapprove of birth control, alfhough as many as almost 60
per cent of these wives are in favour of sterilization.

We must, however, be cautious in interpreting the appar-
ently high degree of approval of sterilization as a birth control
method. This may be partly attributable to the nature of the
question used which poses sterilization not as a personal issue
but as a concern of some other ecouple who have slready deecided
not to have any more children, Had the gquestion been worded to
ask for approval of sterilization for self, the extent of approval

would probably have been lower, This guess is partly based on our
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finding that only about 8 per cent of the wives (all ages included)
were sterilized at the time of interview, Furthermore, we are not
sure to what extent our respondents truly understocd the meaning
of sterilization as a more drastic form of contraception and to
what extent it might have undesirablé social and cultural conno-
tations. On the latter point, it is interesting to note that more
than 5neuthird of our women respondents and over forty per cent of
our men respondents agreed ("quite agree' and "absolutely agree™)
to the traditional Chinese saying "The most serious form of filial

impiety is to have no offsprings."

TABLE 4-8

WIPE'S ATTITUDE TOWARD STERILIZATION
BY ATTITUDE TOWARD BIRTH CONTROL

s

Attitnde toward Attitude toward Birth Control 111

Sterilization Approve  Neutral Disapprove

Approve 83.3% 61.8% 59 ¢ 5% 80.6%
Disapprove . 16,7 38,2 4o.5 19.4
Total 100,0%  100,0% 100,0% 100.0%

(§) (671 - (55) (37) (763)
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Abortion

Responses to the question GDo you approve of abortion?"
were highly negstive., Seventy-two per cent of the wives cate-
gorically disapproved. The level of disapproval does not vary
too much across the varlous age groups, as Table 4-9 shows.
Approval of abortion accounted for only 1b4 per cent of the

respondents, with another 14 per cent undecided on the issue.

TABLE 4=9

WIFE'S ATTITUDE TOWARD ABORTION BY AGE

Wife's Age

Attitude toward .
Abortion oh or 45 or ALl Ages
younger 25=3h 35-hh lger

Approve 12,5% 13.,1% 15.9% 1l.2% 13.6%

Neutral 8.3 14,2 14,9 1hay 14,3
Disapprove 79,2 7267 69,2 74,1 72,1

Total ) 100,0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
(N) (48) (183) (313) (232) (778)

Since abortion is a controversial issue, e further
refined the question of approval or disapproval by posing

several specific situations: (1) if the family cannot afford
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enother c¢hild, (2) if the baby's father denies responsibility in
the event of a premarital preguancy, (35 if the baby's father is
willing to marry the woman in the event of a premarital pregnancy,
(4) if the doctor advises that the baby might be defective, (5) if
the pregnancy is a consequence of rape, and (6) if the doctor warns
that the birth of the baby will risk the mother's life. For each
of these five aitustions, attitude toward abortion was measured by
a fivewpéint scale: 1 for 'highly approve,™ 2 for "approve,”" 3 for
a neutral "no comment," 4 for "disapprove," and 5 for '"highly dis~
approve." Treating this as an interval scals, the means for the
six situations are presented in Table 4=10 in which the situations
are listed in descending order of the mean value, i.e., in the
order of incressing approval of abortion. Thus, disapproval of
abertion is strongest if thé father of the premaritally conceived
baby is willing to marry the woman, and alsc fsirly strong for the
situatiok where the family cannot afford another c¢hild, Opinien
is roughly evenly split between approval and disapproval if the
father of the premaritally conceived baby is unwilling to marry

the woman, For the other three situnations, i1.e., consequence of
rape, possibility of defective baby, and birth of baby risking
mother's life, there is a clear indication of increased approval
(based perhaps largely on sympathy with the welfare of the mother),
especially in the situation where the birth of the baby might
endanger the mother's life., Indeed, 79 per cent of the respondents

would spprove abortion in such z ¢ritical situation.



= 67 =

TABLE 4<10

MEAN SCORES REPRESENTING ATTITUDE TOWARD ABORTION
UNDER HYPOTHETICAL SPECIFIC SITUATIONS

Situatioen . Mean Score®

Father of premaritally conceived baby 492(755)b
willing to marry woman

Family cannot afford asnother child 3’“(762)

Father of premaritally conceived baby 3°2(7#4)
urwilling to marry woman

Consequence of rape 296(?29)

Possibility of defective baby ’ 204@40)

Birth of baby risks mother's life 2°O(?40)

%Based on a five-point scale ( 1 = highly approve; 2 = approve;
3 = neutral; 4 = disapprove; 5 = highly disapprove).

bNumber of cases; excluding don't knows and no answers.

Wé mentioned earlier that om the whole 72 per cent of our
respondents are sgainst abortion, Our findings indicate that
this tendency remalins true almoét regafdless of the respondent's
attitude toward birth control in general (sse Table‘4sll), Even
among those who are neutral on the question of birth comtrol

there is a majority (60 per cent) who do not approve of abortiome
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Nevertheless, it is true that those who approve of birth coﬁtrol
in general are more likely than the others to approve of abortion,
It is only that there are so many who disapprove of abortion to
begin with that the proportion of disapprovals of abortion is.

almost bound to be high in suny subgroup.

TABLE 4-11

WIFE'S ATTITUDE TOWARD ABORTION BY ATTITUDE
TOWARD BIRTH CONTROL

Attitude toward Attitude Toward Birth Control 1

Abortion Approve Neutral Disapprove

Approve 14,8% 5.3% 5.3% 13.6%

Neutral 13,1 35,1 2.6 14,3

Disapprove 7261 59,6 92,1 72,1

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100,0% 100,0%
(n) (684) (57) (38) (779)

Knowledge of Contraceptive Methods
'Knowledge of contraception and contraceptive methods is
a prerequisite for adopting family planning. It is therefore
necessary to examine the extent of knowledge of contraceptive
methods of our respondents before further analyzing their family

planning behaviour. We asked the respondents to name as many
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contraceptive methods as they knew. We then read to them several
other methods from a list of thirteen methods-=only those that

the respondents had not already mentioned themselves--to ascertain
whether they had heard of such methods. In this way, we found
that the five most widely heard of methods are: the pill, female
sterilization, IUD, male steriligzation, and the diaphragm, Aall

of these are familiar to at least 70 per cent of the wives, with
the pill as the most widely known (86 per cent). Details for all
thirteen methods are given in Table 4-12., Coitus interruptus,
foam tablets, and douche are the least known methods, all of which
have been heard of by less than one-fifth of the wives.

The average (mean) numbérs of contraceptive methods known
by the respondents of @ifferent age categories are shown in Table
L-13. On the whole, those wives who are below the age of 35 tend
to know more methods than their older counterparts. Although
thére is some irregularity, e.g., those in the 40 to 44 age group
on the average know azlmost as many methods (7.2 methods) as those
in the 35 to 39 age group, the average number of methods known by
wives in their late twenties ié considerably greater than that by
those over 45 years of age (8.4 methods compared with no more than
6.0 methods).

When asked whether they had heard of the Hong Kong Family
Planning Association, approximately 87 per cent of the wives who

responded (777) answered in the positive.
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TABLE 4-12

PERCENTAGE OF WIVES WHC HAVE HEARD OF
SPECIFIC CONTRACEPTIVE METEODS

Percentage of Wives Who

Coutraceptive Method Have Heard of Methodd
Oral pill 86,3%
Female sterilization 82.3%
IUD ' 81,6%
Male sterilization 72.2%
Diaphragm 70.2%
Injection . 63.3%
Condom 58 . 5%
Safety period (Rhythm) L8.,8%
Abstinence b1 .9%
Jelly 36, 4%
Coitus interruptus . 19.7%
Foam tablets 16.,1%
Douche - | ' 10.4%

aNumber of cases on which these percentages are
based is 781.



TABLE 4-173

MEAN NUMBER OF CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS
HEARD OF BY WIFE'S AGE

Mean Number of

Wife's Age Contraceptive Methods
Heard of
24 or younger 7’8(48)3
25 = 29 8°4(89)
30 - 3k 77 (gu
35 - 39 7.0(118)
Lo = Lk 7°2(168)
45 - b9 6+0(120)
50 - 5 5+2(70)
55 or older @98(}6)
All age groups 6°9(780)

&Number of cases
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Practice of Family Planning

Classification of Family Plsnning Practice Types

Since the practice of family planning may vary from one
time to another, we should ideally collect information concerning
family planning behaviour for several points in time., We asked,
therefore, whether cur respondents had ever used any birth control
in the past and whether they were using it at present. Desplte
the problem of comparability of the "past” for different individe
uals, a simplistiec classification scheme results from these two
questions. For our purposes, there are four practice types: (1)
"past and present users," who answered yes to both questions; (2)
"present only users," who answered yes only to the "present’
question; (3) "past only users," who answered yes only to the
"past" question; and (4) "mever users,”" who answered no to both

questions. This classification is illustrated in Figure 4=1,

FIGURE 4.1

CLASSIFICATION OF FAMILY PLANNING PRACTICE TYPES

. Past
,,mg%actlce YES NO
Present °
Practice
Past and
YES Dissand Present Only
Us Users
SEers
-%s
HO Past Only Never Users
Users




Practice Type and Age

The distribution of the four practice types by wife's
age is shown in Table 4=14, On the whole, the ''past and present
ugers” are the most dominant group, accounting for more than
half of all wives below the age of 45. Another 17 per cent are
"present only users” who started practising family planning only
recently. These two categories add up to 71 per cent, represent-
ing the proportion practising family planning at present.
Further, it should be noted that the proportion of 'past and
present users' first increases substantially with age until
roughly early or mid-thirties and then dec¢lines somewhat there~
after. In every age category, they outnumber the "present only
users" by three to four times. This means that of those wives
who are presently contrelling fertility, most have already been
doing so for probably quitevsome time., Like the "past and pre-
s;nt users," the '"present only users" exhibit a similar trend
of first increasing and then decreasing somewhat with age. This
can perhaps be explained by the fact that older married womein
tend to have more children and thus are more in need of fertility
control ugdef the pressures of reslity. Bowever, when they reach
the age of 40 or older they approach the end of thelr reproductive
period and henc¢e have relatively less need for fertility control.
The distribution of "never users! shows a reverse pattern compared
with that of those currently practising family planning: the pro-
portion of ™never users" is highest among the youngest wives (46

per cent) but decreases sharply with age (11 per cent among the
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TABLE 4-1h

FAMILY PLANNING PRACTICE TYPE BY WIFE'S AGE

Wife's Age
Practice Type N ﬁéis
2 or - B
Jounger 25-29  30-34  35.3g Lo lth
Past and 35,4% b7 ,1% 62,0% 60.0% 54,1% 5k ,2%
present users
Present only 12.5 1247 15,2 20.0 18.5 16,8
users
Past only users 6,3 16.1 9,8 8.6 8,3 9,7
Never users 5,8 24,1 13,0 11.4 19,1 19.3
Total 100,0%  100.0% 100,0% 100,0% 100.0%  100.0%
(N) (48) (87) (92)  (140)  (157) (524)

35 to 39 age group) yet increases again to 19 per cent among those
in the 40 to 44 age group. The relatively high occurrence of
"never users" among the younger wives is probably due to their

not having attained their fertility goal.3 The higher proportion
of 'past only ;sers" among the wives between the ages of 25 and
34 is probably also partly due to this reason, For women who have
passed the age of 40, the chances of conception are comparatively
iow, and they were more likely to be either ignorant or skeptical
of contraceptive methods when they were young, hence the substan-

tial proportion of "never users."



Practice Pattern and Number of Children

Our data indicate that those women whoe have three or
more ahildren are more likely to be przctising family plannings
As can be seen from Table 4-15, three quarters of these‘women
("past snd present users™ and "present only users" combined) are
using some form of birth control at present, compared with 56
per cent zmong those who have no more than twe children. Omn
closer examination we find that those women with three to four
children are wmore likely than those with five children or more
to be "past and present users while those with five c¢hildren or
more are more likely to be newcomers in family planning, i.e.,
"preseat only users.”" At the same time, the proportions of "past
only users" aﬁé "never usefs” are higher among those wives with
no more than two chiidren, It seeums, therefore, that when there
are very few children (two or less) in the family, the mother is
Hot so likely to practise family planning, although the chances
of practising it is still quite high,.since she tends to want
more children. As for those cases with more children, the need
for fertility control is apparently greater, hence the increased
proportion of new adopters ("present only users'). It must be
pointed éut that the results in Table 4-15 indicate only the
statistical asscciation between fertility céntrol and number of
children but tell us nothing about the actual reasons for such
association. Thus, for example, we do not know to what extent
fertility control is used to stop having more children or to

plan for more children at a desired time (i.e., spacing children).
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We shall therefore turn to the relationship between family planning

practice pattern and intention to have more children for clues.

-TABLE 4-15

FAMILY PLANNING PRACTICE PATTERN
BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN

Number of Children

Practice Pattern All
2 or 3wk 5 or
fewer more -
Past and present users L7 6% 64,8% L7 7% 54,2%
Present only users 8,1 14,1 27,3 16.8
Past Only users 4 1201 8.5 991 9:?
Never users 32,2 12.6 15,9 19.3
Total 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%
(N) (149) (199) (176) (524)

Practice Pattern and Intention to Have More Children

Since %amily planning is basically a means of controlling
fertility to aétain a deéiragle family size, we should expect that
the pattern ofvpractice of family planning should be associated
with the intention to have or not to have additional children.
Specifically, those women who do not want any more children should

”fbe,mpreylikely, compared with those who do, to practise family

‘piﬁgzbgth in the past and in the present. This is indeed



vorne out by results shown in Table 4-16., Both 'past angd present
users" and ”préseﬁt only users'" are much more highly represénted
among those wives who want no more children, altogether being 80
per cent compared Witﬁ 33 per cent. The fact that as many as 33
prer cent of those who want more c¢hildren are using contraception
merely suggests that these women are controlling fertility to
attain some planned increase in family size, However, at the
same time, these same women contain a much higher proportion {67
per cent versus 20 per cent among those wanting no more children)
who are not using any contraceptive method. These wives probably
anticipate more children sooner, hence no use of contraception.
On examination of the distribution of practice patterns
among the groups with different numbers of c¢hildren, we find that
while those women who do not intend to have more children are
highly likely to be current users of birth control (80 per cent)
and those who do want more ohildfen are more likely not to use
birth control at present, the great majority (over 80 per cent)
of those who intend to have more children are those with two or
fewer children. Consequently, not all women with two or fewer
children who currently practise fertility control do so becau§e
they want no more children; some‘of them practice'fertility
control because they are apparently planning for additional
children, However, for those women with three or more children,
most of those who currently practise fertility control do so
because they do not want any more children. Indeed, all of the

current users among those with five or more children want no more
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children. Further, again because of the high concentration of
women wanting more c¢hildren among those with two or fewer children,
most of these women who are either ''past only users" or 'mever
users™ are in fact planning to have more children. 5Since almost
all of the women with threé or more children do not want any more
children, the non-users ('past only users" and '"never users')

among these women are also highly likely not to want any more

children.
TABLE 4-16

FAMILY PLANNING PRACTICE PATTERN BY INTENTION TO
HAVE MORE CHILDREN BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN

Intention Practice Pattern

Number Total (N)
of t;oizve Past and Present Past Never
Children Children P§esent Only Only Teers
sers Users Users

5 op No 7548 11.3 4,8 8.1 100.,0% (62)
fewer Yes 28,1 5.6 16.9 49,4 100,0% (89)

No T 66,7 14,0 7.5 11.8 100.,0% (186)
3 to 4 .

. Yes 27.3 9,1 27.3 36,3 100,0% (11)
5 or No 48,9 27,2 8,0 15,9 100,0% (176)
more Tes 0,0 0,0 66.7 33,3 100,0%  (3)
Al No . 60,6 19,1 7.3 13,0 100.0% (L4a4)
groups

Yes 27,2 5.8 19.4 47,6 100,0% (103)
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Practice Pattern and Approval of Birth Control

It can be recalled that over 80 per cent of all the wives
in our study expressed unqualified approval of birth control, and
that over 70 per cent of those below the age of LS5 werelUSing some
form of birth control at present. Let us then examine the rela=-
tionship between approval of birth comtrol and family planning
practice pattern. The results shown in Table 4~17 indicate the
extent to which attitude toward birth control can predict actual
birth control behaviour. More than half of those women who
approve of birth contfol are "past and present users' of birth
control, Together with another 17 per cent who are "present only
users,' they account for almost three quarters of all those who
approve of birth control, which is considerably higher than among
either those who are neutral toward birth control 6r those who
are against it. Moreover, only about one-sixth of those who
approve of birth control have never used any birth control, which
is substantially lower than the other women. It is interesting
to note that those women who are neutral toward birth control are
both least likely to have practised family planning in the past
and in the present and most likely to have never practised it at

all.

Practice Pattern and Fertility Achievement

In an earlier section on achievement of fertility goal,
we classified our respondents who do not intend fo have any more
children (as well as those over the age of 45) into "under-

achievers,!" "achievers,'" and "overachievers'" depending on whether
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TABLE 4-17

FAMILY PLANNING PRACTICE PATTERN BY
APPROVAL OF BIRTH CONTROL

Approval of Birth Control

Practice Pattern A11
Approve Neutral Disapprove

Past and Present Users 57 . 0% 22.2% 27 .8% 5h.2%

Present Only Users 16,9 7.4 27,8 16,8

Past Only Users 9,6 11.1 11.1 9.7

Never Users 16,5 59,3 33,3 19.3

Total 100.0% 100,0% 100.0% 100, 0%
(N) (479) (27} (18) (524)

the actial number of their children is less than, equal to, or
more than, respectively, what they would prefer if they could
start all over égain. Since their "achievement' of fertility
goal, used in this sense, reflects their own evaluation of their
fertility behav?our at the time of the study; it would be infoer
ative to see what effect their practice or non-practice of family
planning has on such evaluation. |

Table 4-18 shows the distributiom of fertilify achievement
tjpe by family planning practice pattern. Although the differ-
ences among the four practice patterns are not very great, those

women who practice family planning both in the past and in the
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TABLE 4-18

FERTILITY ACHIEVEMENT BY FAMILY PLANNING
PRACTICE PATTERN

B e 5 et e

FPamily Planning Practice Pattern

Fertility Al
Achievement Past and Present Past N
ever
Present Only Only U
sers
Users Users Users
Underachieve 6.3% 2.5% 6.7% 3 .4% 5.2%
Achieve L6, 5 41,3 32,3 Lo,k 4L, 0
Overachieve 47-2 5692 6090 5}'{'02 5008
Total 100.0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%
(N) (256) (80) (30) (59) (425)%
8%xecluded from this table are those women who intend to have

more children and those who are over the age of 45,

present have the highest proportion of (46.5 per cent) "achievers,"
i.e., those who have exactly the same number of children as what
they would prefer. These "past and present users" of family
planning slso have relatively fewer (47 per cent) "overachievers,"
i.e.; those who have more children than what they would prefer.
The other three practice patterns represent women who either are
using birth control only at present or are not using birth con-
trol at present. They are therefore probably less experienced in

or perhaps even less receptive to family planning than the 'past
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and pressnt users.” (We cannot, however, be too affirmative on
this point here short of further and more detailed analysis of
the data.) They all tend to contain less "achievers' and more
"overachievers" when compared with those women who are 'past
and present users" of family planning, It therefore appears
that longer use of family planning is somewhat helpful to the
achievement of one's fertility gozl. However, the effect
should not be over-stressed because, for one thing, the meas-

urement of "achievement" of fertility goal is somewhat tenuous,

and also because such factors as the actual length and regularity

of use of fertility control and reasons of non-use are almost all

unknown, But this is certainly an area worth further study.

Summarz

We have in this chapter examined a number of character-
istics pertaining to fertility and family planning behaviour of
the women in our study. Some of the more important findings may

be summarized as follews.

1. Age at marriage

The mean age at marriage of our respondents is a
little over 21 years., Although this changes only slightly
among the different age groups, there is some indication of
a trend away from early marriages judging frém a decrease in
the proportion of marriages before the age of 20, At the
same time, the most appropriate age at which women should
marry, as perceived by our respondents, is on the average 1.5

Years older than their own age at marriage.
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2. Family size

Three average values of family size (actual and pre-
ferred number of children in the family and ideal number of
children for population) were compared for the various age

groups. ®hile the actual number of children varies from 1.4

- for the youngest wives to 5.1 for those above the age of 45,

there is a marked convergence toward an ideal family size of
two to three children for the general population. The pre=-

ferred number of children for sself is greater -than the actual
number for women under 30 but smaller than the actual number

for those over 30. For all ages, however, the number of

‘children preferred is closer to the ideal number of children

for the general population than to the actual number in the

family.

3, Age-specifiec fertility

It was found that the age-specific fertility rate of
each of the five-year age groups between 15 and 49 in our
sample is higher than the corresponding figure in the 1971

Censug.

Fertility achievement

Using a comparison of the preferred number of children
(if no additional children are intended) and the actual number
of children as an approximate measurement of fertility achieve-
ment, we found thatv56 per cent of our respondents feel that

they have too many children. Younger wives and wives who



married late have proportionally fewer 'overachievers'" but

older wives and wives who married early have more.

Attitude toward birth control

The approval of Eirth control in general is over-
whelming, representing as many as 88 per cent of all the
respondents and even higher for those aged 25 to 44, Approval
of sterilization is less pervasive, but is still expressed by
81 per cent of the respondents, reaching 85 per cent among the
younger wives (below 25 years of age). Approval of birth con-
trol in general and sterilization in particular are c¢losely
associated, for over 80 per cent of those who approve of birth
control in general also approve of sterilization. This does
not necessarily mean, however, that these same respondentis
would approve of sterilization for themselves, since only
very few (8 per cent of all ages) are actually sterilized.

The attitude toward azbortion is quite negative, as
over 70 per cent of our respondents disapprove of it. This
is so even among those who approve of birth control in general,
Under certain specific situations, however, when the morsal and
physical well-being of the mother is at stake, the attitude is

more sympathetic and approval is relatively stronger.

Knowledge of contraceptives

The oral pill, female sterilization, and IUD are among
the most widely known contraceptive methods, all of which have

been heard of by over 80 per cent of our respondents. On the
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average, younger wives (under the age of 35) tend to have
heard of seven to eight contraceptive methods. Older wives,
especially those over 45, tend to have heard of fewer methods--

no more than six on the average,

Practice of family planning

Somewhat over half of our respondents under the age
of 45 have used some form of fertility control at some time
in the past and are also using it at present. Another 17 per
cent are using such control only at present. About one-tenth
have done so only in the past but are not doing it at present,
and almoét a fifth have never practised any form of birth
control. The highest proportion of present users can be
found among those women between the ages of 30 and 39 and
those with three to four children.

It was found that the pattern of family planning
practige is highly associated with fhe intention to have or
not to have more children. Thus, those women who do not
intend to have any more children are much moré likely to be
"past and present users" as well as "present only users" while
those who.intend to have additional children are much more
likely to be '"past only users" and "never useis” particularly.
We alsoAfound that approval of birth control in general is a
fairly good predicfor of family planning practice. Thus,
almost three guarters éf those wives who approve of birth

control are using birth control at present.
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8. Practice of family planning and fertility achievement

Although the relationship between practice of family
planning and fertility achievement cannot be fully uncovered
at this stage by. our -findings, indications are that those
women who are ''past.and present users’ of fertility control,
as compared with those with apparently less experience in
fertility controi, tend to be somewhat more likely to have

exactly the same number of children as what they would prefer,

Notes to Chapter IV

1. When asked to name as many birth control methods as they knew
of, 66 per cent of the wives did not mention female steriliza-
-tion and 75 per cent did not mention male sterilization.

2. Of those wives below the age of 45 who were practising family
planning, 46 per cent were using pills, 13 per cent were using
IUD, and 17 per cent were sterilized.

2. Of all those wives (below the age of 45) who were not practis=
ing family planning, about 25 per cent were hoping for more
¢hildren, 20 per cent believed that they had passed their
reproductive period, and 6 per cent were not in favour of
birth control methods because of fear of side-effects.



CHAPTER V

SOCIOECONOMIC DIFFERENTIALS IN FERTILITY
AND FAMILY PLANNING BEHAVIOUR

Ve have in the preceding two ¢hapters described sepa-
rately certain demcgraphic and socioeconomic characteristics of
the families in Kwun Tong as well as the fertility and family
planning behaviour of the couples of these families, We shall
in this chapter examine variations in fertility and family
planning behaviour as related to certain socioceconomic factors.
This is partly to see if such relationships as often reported
in many studies of the social correlates of fertilityl also hold
true in the new industrial community of Kwun Tong, and, more
importantly, to provide a baseline for further analyses to study
the structural forces in tﬁe family system which account for
variations in fertility and family planning behaviour. For the
purposes of this chapter, we shall examine the relationships
between number of children and family planning practice pattern
on the one hand and the following factors on the other: housing
type, husband's occupation ranking, husband's income, husband's
education, wife's education, wife's rural or urban background,

and wife's work pattern,

Number of Children

Housing type

It has been pointed out in Chapter III that the three

housing types (resettlement, low cost, private) differ considerably
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in theAaverage family size, being smallest in private nousing

and largest in resettlement estates. 'hen we consider just the
total number of children in the family,z private housing families
on the average have the fewest children (2,9) and resettlement
estate families have substantially more (4.5), as Table 5-1 indi-
cates, Indeed, over half of the families in private housing have
no more thzn two children while 48 per cent of those in resetile-
ment estates have five or more children. Low cost housing families
are somewhat intsrmediate, as the most typical number of children
in these families is three to four,

As reported in Chapter III, the families in the three
housing types differ markedly in couples' education, occupational
ranking, income, and some other social and economic characteristics.
The difference in number of children among the housing types is
therefore probably due to the socioeconomic characteristics of

the families rather than to the housing type itself as such.

Husband's Occupational Ranking

It can be recalled that, as presented in Chapter III, we
have classified occﬁpations into four broad rank categories from
high to low social prestige. “#hen number of children is crosé—
tabulated with husband's occupational ranking (Table 5=2), ‘we
find that the higher the ranking the fewer fhe,children in ‘the
family. Thus, one half of the families in which the husbané's
occupation can be classified as belonging to the highest rank
category (professionals and executives) have no more than two

childrens By contrast, more than 53 per cent of those in the
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lowest category (unskilled workers) have five or more children.
In fact, compared with other higher ranking families, they are
clearly more likely to have as many as seven or more children.
Families in the third rank category (c¢lerical and semi—skilled
workers), which accounts for about 55 per cent of 211 the working
husbands, have on the average four children, which is about the
same as families in the second rank category (senior clerical,

skilled workers, and lower professionals).

TABLE 5-1

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN BY HOUSING TYPE

Number of Housing Type

Children Resettlement Low=Cost Private
0 5 0% 2.6% 2,1%
1 to 2 16,4 20,0 50,8
3 to &4 29,8 k2,6 24,6
5 to 6 2809 2408 16.9
7 or more 19,9 10.0 L6
Total 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

(W) (477) (270) (65)

Mean 405 Ll‘eo 209
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TABLE 5-=2

NUMBER OF CHILDREN BY HUSBAND'S OCCUPATIONAL RANKING

Husband's Occupational ‘Ranking

Number of
Children 1 (High) > 3 b (Low)
0 bo5% 4,5% L.9% 3.3%
1 to 2 45,4 19. 4 23,2 13,7
3 to 4 36,4 32,9 36,2 29.4
5 to 6 13,7 25,8 24,4 3L .4
7 or more 0,0 17 .4 11,3 22,2
Total 100.0% 100,0% 100,0% 100.0%
(N) (22) (155) (411) (153)
Mean 2.6 ’ L"o} 309 L"o?

Husband's Income

Table 5=3 shows that the lower the husbandfs income the
largef the average number of children in the fg@ily. Conversely,
the higher the husband's income the fewer the children. The mean
number of children varies from L.4 for those husbands earning less
than HK§750 per month to 3.3 for those earning more than HK$§2,000
per month. One probable explanation is that low-income husbands
tend to be less educated than high=income husbands and hence to

be less knowledgeable of dr receptive to family planning. In



sddition, wives of .igh-income men are also apt to marry later

2

in 1ife, thus shortening the reproductive period, These are,

aowever, tentative guesses which have to be verified in later

analyses.

T4BLE 53

NUMBER OF CHILDREN BY HUSBAND'S MONTHLY INCOME

N
e L T b b s | P e A Y Aot 6 L i e AL e 2 0 At ST G e e P s P b T P

dusband's Monthly Income {Dollars)

Number of .
2000 or

Chiildren
Under 750  750-999 1000-1249 1250-1999 Above
2 or fewer 20, 9% 28,9% 28 .4 29 ,L4% LE 8¢
3 to & 33,0 34,6 3765 30,3 34,4
5 or more. L& .1 35.5 3h,1 30.3 18,8
Total 100.0% 100,0% 100.0% 100,0% 100.0%
N (388) (156) (120} {33) (22)
lean ‘l‘('aq L{'ao Bng 3’95 3‘3

Susband's Fducation

The relatively common {inding in fertility studies that

the number of children varies inversely wita education is con-

t

f

irmed by our data., Table 5=4 shows th=zt, Tor each age-group o
the wife, the mean aumber of children decreases with higher

2ducational attainment of the husband.
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TABLE 5S-4

MEAN NUMBBER OF CHILDREN BY HUSBAND'S EDUCATION BY WIFE'S AGE

Wife's Age

Husband's Bducation

24 or - - 45  or
younger 25 - 34 35 - b older
Mo schooling 364(18) ’4‘-9(59) 5‘7(1;5)
laS(ll)a
Some primary 3°5(58) ”°9(146) 562(120)
Primal‘y graduate 104(18) BGO(LI-Z) L}o5(51) ,Sﬂl(zo)

Some secondary or Ls5,. . 202 3,8 L,k
above (13) (43) (42) (28)

aNumber of cases

#ife's Education

A very similar relationship exists between number of
children and wife's edpcation. In fact, as Table 5-5 shows,
the differential in number of children due to wife's education
for each age-group of the wife is even greater than that due to
husband's education.3 The number of children borne by uneducated
wives is on the average almost two more than that borne by wives
with at least some secondary education for wives in the age group
of 25 to 4h4, TFor wives aged 45 or older, the difference is even

larger.
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TABLE 5-5
MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN BY WIFE'S EDUCATION BY WIFE'S AGE
Wife'ls Age
dife's Education
2Lk or by or
younger 25 - 3% 35 - b older
Mo schooling 3,7(31) 5.1(157) 505(134)
teo(23)® |
Some primary 2368)  *5113)  *7(ou)

Primary graduate laz(lq) 2°8(qh) 307(52) 550(20)

Some secondary or 1.2 1.9 33091 3.2
Some (9) (34) (14) (10

a
Humber of cages

¥ife's Rural or Urban Background

The place where our respondents grew up is iéentified
as either (1) a village or a market-town, or (2) a city such as
Hong Kong or Canton. The women in our study are divided slmost
equally between those with an urBan background and those with a
rural one. The proportion of rural, however, is higher among
women above the age of 35 and lower among those under 35, Table
5-6 shows that for almost all age groups, the average ﬁumber of
children of urban wives is smaller than that of rural wives.

For wives in the 45 to 49 age group, the situabion is revarsed,



MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN BY ¥WIFE'S RURAL/
URBAN BACKGROUND BY WIFE'S AGE
¥ife's Background
dife's hLge
Aural Urban
2 - '
p’i}' aor youngéi" lau’(g\ieﬂ qur(L‘rQ)
25 - 2¢ 2 N b
2 = =5 ey (60)
Sl = 2= Fa% pa 3ok (589
35 = 39 Bohi, o W § .
e "7 (83) el
Lo o
‘O lf-[-# 541(90\ 200(%)
| - b gz .
Ls = 49 503 (58) 5~8<45>
50 or older 56l , 4,8 .
- “*7(59) Yy
All age groups 4,7 . 2.9 ‘
e *7(391) °7(3832)

Sar s 5
Number of cases

with urban wives showing higher fertility than rural wives,

i

n

possibly related to the post-War economic boom beginning

the mid-fifties which coincided roughly with the peak of the

This

aroun

reproductive period of the women aged 45 to 49 at the time of

the study. The general optimism stimulated by the more

settled
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conditions after the War, socilal and economic¢, may have partly
caused higher fertility motivation, more so for people accus-

&

tomed to the cosmopolitanism of city life than

for people with
a rural background. In fact, there was a rapid rise in the

crude birth rate in Hong Kong after the War, reaching a
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Hork Pattern
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Labour force participation of women is usually asso-

. R
ciated with their low fertility. This is reflected by our
data, as shown in Table 5-7., Those women who work full-time

PNAY

both before marriage and at present have on the average the
smallest number of children. By comparison, those who have

not worked full-time before marriage and at present have the

largest average number of children. This is true for all ages.

.

Those who have worked full-time either befores marriage or at

rage number of

D

present are roughly intermediate in the av

34}

children. It is inferesting to note that among all women who

are not working full-time at present, those who have s0 worked
before marriage (third row in Table 5-7) tend to have fewer
children than do those who have not worked before marriage

(first row in Table 5=7). Thus, it seems that premarital working
experience may have a carry-over effect if working has any con=-
straint on fertility. It may be that some of them plan fo resume
work when the opportunity comes and thus they cannot afford to
have tco many ¢hildren. Although the causality of the relation-

ship between fertility and work is not immediately clear (do



s

women work bscause they have fewer childr
FOm e N

O]

n or do they have
fewer children because they work?), our findings are quite
suggestive thazt, on the whole, the more full-time working

experience a woman has the more likely she has fewer children.,

Ficf

MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN BY WIFE'S WORK PATTERN BY WIFZ'S AGE

difefs Age

ilie's

abtars S e 25 - 3h 35 b 1307
002 s 3*33(45 5’2(9£+) 5'%114)
o1 A CORR I CTS N C 8
10 18(52) 2908y “Taaze) 333
11 08(12y 230y 3959y *3ap)

%The first digit represents working status before
marriage; the second digit represents present
working status. In either digit, 1 represenis
full-time work, and O represents part-time work
or no work at all.



ily Planning Practice Pattern
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Housing Tyope

#e have seen in Chapter III that families in the low

O

nousing estates and in the resettlement estatez azre rather

w
<t

o5

imilar in a number of socioeccnomic characteristics (e.g.,

0]

smily size, family income, couple's education and occupation)

1)

although low cost housing families are, judging from these
characteristics, somewhat "higher™ than resettlement estate
families. Families in both these two types of hnousing are

generally considerably "lower' in socioeconomic status than

private housing families. In family planning practice, however,

women in low cost housing families are more similar to private
families! women than to those in resettlement estates. In fact,
as Table 5-8 shows, women in low cost housing families are the
most likely (80 per cent) to be practising family planning at
present, followed closely by women in private nousing (75 per
cent) and then by those in resettlement estates (65 per cent).
Almost a gquarter of the wives in resettlement estates have never
used any fertility control, compared with 12 per cent and 17 per
cent in low cost and private housing, respectively. ILike the
difference in number of children, the difference in the propor-
tion of users of Tertility control among the housing types is
probably attributable more to the sociceconomic characteristics
‘of the families rather than tc the type of accommodation as suchs.
The differentials in family planning practice by such other social

and economic factors zs presented below may suggest how this 1is so.



FAMILY PLANNING PRACTICE PATTERY BY HOUSING TYPE

Housing Type

Practice Pattern

Resettlement Low~Cost Private

Past and Present Users L6, 2% 66 ,7% 651.7%
Fresent Cnly Users ' 18,7 13,8 12.8
Past Only Users 11.0 75 8.5
Maver Users b1 12,0 , 17.0

Total 1.00,0% 106.,0% 106,0%
(n) {299) 174y (%7)

Husband's Occupational Ranking

Al though the wives of men in the highest ranking occcupa-
tions (professionals and executives) are more likely to be "past
and present users' of fertility control snd scmewhat less likely
to be '"mever users,'" the differential in practice pattern among
the other three rank categories is not very clear (sese Table 5-9),
It may be that the rank categories themselves are too broad so
that any possible systematic differences in family planning
practice are concsaled, It may also bs that the husband's

occupational ranking as such does net have any necessary rela-

tionship with the practice of family planning,



FAMILY PLANNING PRACTICE PATTERN

TABLE 5=9

BY HUSBAND'S OCCUPATIONAL RANKING

Practice Pattern

Husband's Occupationsl Ranking

1 (High) 2 3 4 (Low)

Past and Present Users 70.6% bg 6% 55, 0% 51.0%
Present Only Users 5.9 21.0 15.0 18.0
Past Only Users 5.9 8.4 11.6 840
Never Users 17.6 21.0 18 .4 23,0
Total 100,0% 100.0%  100.0% 100.0%
(M) (17) (95) (293) (100)

Husband's Income

We pointed out earlier in this chapter that the higher the

husband’s income the smaller the average number of children. Quite

consistent with this finding, it is interesting that, generally

speaking, the higher the husband's income the more likely the

wife has been using fertility control ("past and present users™).

From Table 5-10, we alsc notice that the proportieon of wives who

have never used fertility control is highest (23.5 per cent) among

those whose husbands earn the least income (under HK$750 a month).

This proportion drops with higher husband's income but rises back

to 19 per cent for wives of the top-income men (HK$2,000 or more

a month),



TABLE 5«10

FAMILY PLANNING PRACTICE PATTERN
BY HUSBAND'S MONTHLY INCOME

Husband's Menthly Income (Dollars)

Practice Pattern

Under 750 750-999 10001249 1250-1999 <000 °F
above
Past and Present 51.8% 43 ,.2% 61 .1% 63%,0% 65,4%
Usars
Present Only Users 15.0 20,8 1750 14.8 3,9
Past Only Users 9.7  13.6 3 . % 14,8 11,5
Never Users 22,5 2.4 177 48 7N o 18,2
Total 100.0%4  100.0%  100.0% 100.0%  100,0%
(N) (247) (125) (90) (27) (26)

Short of a more detailed analysis of the data, it is not
readily c¢lear why higher income should be associated with more use
of family planning. The differential in education as is likely to
be associated with differences in income may be an explanation.

On the other hand, that the top-income group contains a sizeable
proportion of never users is perhaps because there is possibly

more late marriages in the top-income groupe

Husband's BEducation

As shown in Table 5-11, husband's education does not seem

to differentiate the wife's family planning practice clearly.
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TABLE 5=11

FAMILY PLANNING PRACTICE PATTERN
BY HUSBAND'S EDUCATION BY WIFE'S AGE

Practice Pattern

Wife's Husband's ) Total (N)
Age Education Past and Present Past Never
Present Cnly Only U -
sers
Users Users Users
No schooling or 36.4% 0.0 0.0 63,6 100,0% (11)
some primary
ZL'r ar . s
Jounger Primary graduate Lo, 0% 13,3 13.3 33,4 100,09 (15)
Some secondary or 38, 4% 30,8 0.0  30.8 100,0% (13)
above
No schooling 46,?% 20,0 13.3 20,0 100.0% (15)
Some primary 48 .1% 18,5 13,0 20,4 100.,0% (54)
25 - 34
» Primary graduate 676 5% 2,5 10.0 20.0 100,0% (40)
Some secondary or 52.6% 18.4 13,2  15.8 100.0% (38)
above
No schooling L6 ,3% 16,7 9.2 27,8 100.,0% (54)
Some primary 59, 5% 13,1 9.6 11.8 100.0% (136)
35 - bk
Primary graduate 5% 2% 19.1 6.4 21,3 100.0% (47)
Some secondary or 55.3% 23,7 10.5 10.5 100.0% (38)
above
No schooling L7 . 2% 16,7 9,7 26,4 100.0% (72)
ALL" Some primary 55.0% 18,2 10,1 16.7 100.,0% (198)
age . 3
groups Primary graduate 56 . 9% 11.8 8.8 22.5 100.0% (102)
Some secondary or 51.7% 22,5 10,1 15,7 100.,0% (89)

above
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However, the general tendency is that the wives of uneducated
nushands are more likely to be "never users’™ of family planning.
Besides, while a substantial proportion--over 40 per cent--of
these wives are "past and present users,'" such proportion is
relatively small compared with the wives of better educated

husbands.

Hifel's Education

The effect of wife's education on practice of family
planning is much similar to that of husband's education, but
is somewhat more pronounced, especially in terms of the propor-
tion of '"past and present users”" and "never users.' Table 5-12
shows that, for all ages, the more educated the wife the more
likely she is to have practised family planning in the past and
to be so practising at present. Thus, for example, 85 per cent
of the wives in the 35 to 44 age group who have had at least some
secondary education are "past and present users,” compared with
only 49 per cent among those in the same age group who have had

no schooling.

Wifefs Rural or Urban Background

The wife's rural or urbah background seems to have a
fairly consistent effect on the wife's practice of family planning.
Table 5=13 shows that women who have grown up in urban areas (e.g.,
Hong Kong, Canton), as compared with those in rural areas, are
somewhat more likely to be "past and present users" of fertdility

contrel and less likely to be just "present only users” or "past
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-

5-12

FAMILY PLANNING PRACTICE PATTERN

BY WIFE'S EDUCATICON BY

HIFE'S

AGE

Practice Pattern

Wife's Wifels Total (N
Lge Education Past and Present Past T ——
Present Only Only -
. Users
Users Users Users
No schoeling or 26,1% Le3 8.7 60.9 100,0% (23)
someé primary
2% OF  primary graduate 36 b 27,2 0.0 36.4  100.0% (11)
younger
Some secondary or 55.6% 11,1 0.0 33,3 100,0% (9)
agbove
No schooling L2, 8% 28 5 3.5 25,0 100.0% (28)
Some primary 52 o 1% 11.1 14,3 22.2  100.0% (63)
25 - 34
Primary graduate 61 .0% 7.3 19.5 12.2 100,0% (&41)
Some secondary or 55 .6% 17,2 3.5 20.7 100.0% (29)
above
No schooling L9, 0% 22,1 9.6 19.3 100,0% (145)
Some primary 61,1% 1k,6 5,7 14,6 100.0% (103)
35 - 4h
Primary graduate 67.8% 25.0 y 3,6 100,0% (28)
Some secondary or 8L, 6% 7.7 0,0 7.7  100,0% (13)
above
o schooling 47.7% 22,7 8.5 21.1 100,0% (176)
495 Some primary 54,3% 12,4 11.3 22,0 100.0% (186)
ag®e Primary graduate 60,0% 16 .2 11.3 12.5 100,0% (80)
groups
Some secondary or 6,79 13.7 2,0 19.6 100.,0% (51)

above
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TABLE

5-13

FAMILY PLANNING PRACTICE PATTERN BY WIFE'S
RURAL/URBAN BACKGROUND BY WIFE'S AGE

Wifels Practice Pattern
Wife's Rural/ Total (N)
Age Urban Past and Present Past Never
Background Present Only Only T
i sers
Users Users Users
: Dé‘ hintiat -3 ° o/
5k or Rural 25,08 12.5 62.5 100.0% (8)
younger  gryan 37, 5% 15.0 5.0 42,5 100,0% (Lo0)
Rural kg .2% 20,6 17.5 12,7 .100.0% (63)
25 ~ 3k ’
Urban 57, 4% 10,4 10,4 21.8  100.0% (115)
Rural 5L, 7% 20,3 8.7 16.3 100.0% (172)
35 - bk
Urban 59.7% 16.9 8,1 15.3 100.0% (124)
T o/ o/
All age Rural 52.3% 19.7 11.1 1609 100.0% (EL{-B)
groups Urban 55, 5% 14,0 8.6 21.9 100,0% (279)
only users,’” As "'present only users tend to be newcomers and

"past only users" dropouts in the practice of birth control, we

can infer that women with an urban background tend to start

practising birth control earlier and to keep on doing so more

persistently than women with a rural background.

that since women with rural background have proportionally more

It is possible



-~ 105 ~

newcomers and dropouts in the practice of family planning, their
proportion of "never users" becomes smaller than that among urban

women, as is the case among the respondents 1ln the 25 to 24 groups

Wife's Work Pattern

The relationship between wife's work pattern and practice
of family planning is not immediately clear. Interpretation is
made difficult by (a) the fact that we are looking at the wife's
participation in the labour fofce at only two points in time,
before marriage and at present, and (b) the possibility of many
different reasons for using or not using fertility control at any
point in time. Nevertheless, 1f we concentrate our at?ention on
the dominant family planning practice pattern, namely, '"past and
present users,' Table 5-1k shows that those women who have worked
full-time before marriage and are working full-time at present are
more likely to be "past and present users" of fertility control.
This is especially true for the older wives (aged 35 to Uh).
Compared with other women who have never worked full-time or who
have not so worked either before marriage or at present, those
who have worked full-time (coded 11 in table) are also much less
likely to be "present only users.'" Thus, having more full-time
working experience seems to be associated with a longer, and

possibly more regular, use of fertility control.

,Summagz

For the sake of simplicity and providing a point of depar-
ture for further analyses, we have briefly presented variations by
a number of sociloeconomic factors in the number of children and

pattern of practice of family planning.
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TABLE S=1h

FAMILY PLANNING PRACTICE PATTERN BY

WIFE'S WORKING PA

TERN BY WIFE'S AGE

Wife's Practice Pattern
Hife's o Total (¥)
Working .
Age Pattern Past and Present Past Never
Present Only Cnly ﬁsers
Tsers Users Users
002 48 ,8% 17,1 9.3 26,8 100.0% (41)
< 2o 7
34 op o1} 3%3,3% 50,0 16.7 0.0 100.0%  (6)
Jounger 44 52,6% 12,8 12,8  21.8 100.0% (133)
11 51.1% 8,9 11,1 28,9 100,0% (45)
00 S7.6% | 16.5 11.8 1hk.1 100,0% (85)
o1 L2 2% 26,9 7.7  23%.1 100.0% (26)
35 -~ 4k
10 5%.8% 23,1 6,9 16.2 100.,0% (130)
11 69.7% 8.9 7.1 14,3 100.0% (56)
00 54,8% 16,7 10.3 18.2 100,0% (126)
A1 age & 40.6% 31.2 9.4 18.8  100.0% (32)
groups 19 53.2% 17.9 9,9 19.0  100.0% (263)
11 61, 4% 8.9 8.9 20.8 100,0% (101)

éThe first digit represents working status before marriage, the
second digit represents present working status,
1 represents full-time work, and O represents part-time work or
no work at all.

In either digit,
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Our data indicate that families in the three types of
housing are quite different in the average number of children
(private housing: 2.9; low cost housing: L,0; resettlement
estateé: L.s). Thé proportion of wives under the age of 45 who
have ever bractised contraception is over 80 per cent in both
low cost and private housing, and is about 75 per cent in
resettlement estates. More specifically, those who have been
using fertility control in the past and at present reach more
than 50 per cent in both low cost and private housing, but only
L6 per cent in resettlement estates.

#e also found that the average number of children in a
family varies inversely with the husband's occupational ranking
and the husband's income. Both the husband's education{and, in
particular, the wife's education have a marked effect on the
number of children. Lower fertility is consistently associated
with higher educational attaimnment. For example, the average
number of c¢hildren among the women in the 35-44 age group with
some secondary education or more is 3.3 in contrast to 5.1 among
those without any schooling.

Another finding that is consistent with most KAP survey
findings is that women who have an urban background typiceally
have fewer children (3.9) than do those with a rural background
(ko734

Our data further indicate that labour force participation
‘of women is associated ﬁith lower fertility. Those women who

have worked full-time both before marriage and at present, in
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contrast with those who have worked only part=time orvhave not
worked at all, have the smallest average number of children.

Variation in the practice of family plananing by the
socloecononmic vafiables we have selected is not, on the whole,
a3 clear-cut as variation in the number of childréno This is
more so when considering husband's occupational ranking and
wife's working pattern. 1In these two aspects, however, our
data suggest that wives of professional (and similar occupations)
men and wives who have more full-time working experience are more
likely to have practised contraception in the past and to be so
practising at present, In addition, it is relatively clear that
more use of fertility control, both in the past and at’ present,
is associated with higher husband's income, The couple's educa-
tion, especially the wifefs, also makes a difference in the
practice of fertility control. For all ages, those wives who
have had at least some secondary education are much more likely
than uneducated wives to be "past and present users'" of fertility
control,

Finally, we found that women with an urban background, as
compared with those with a rural background, are more likely to
be '"past and éresent users" of fertility control. However, rural
women are more likely to have used fertility control only at
present, suggesting that they are relatively late in accepting

and adopting family planning.
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Notes to Chapter V

See, for example, National Family Planning Board, Report on
the West Malaysian Family Survey 1966-1967 (Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, 1967); and Bom Mo Chung et al., EPsychological
Perspectives: Family Planning in Korea (Seoul, Korea: Korean

Institute for Research in the Behaviocral Sciences, 1972).

To better reflect the influence of housing type more as a
rough proxy for socloeconomic status than as a physical
living quarter per se, the total number of children refers
to all children of the couple, regardless of whether they
live together with their parents or not.

In a study using data from a sample of the 1960 census of
the United States, Dinkel found that the education of the
wife, compared with that of the husband, was more strongly
associated with number of children ever born. See Robert M.
Dinkel, "Education and Fertility in the United States,” in
Charles B. Nam (ed.), Population and Society (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1968), pp.517-520,

In a recent Hong Kong study of fertility, it was found that
for all ages, those women who work full-time either before
marriage or at the ftime of the study have significantly
smaller number of children, See C,Y¥. Chol and K.C. Chan,
"The Impact of Industrialization on Fertility in Hong Kong:
A Demographic, Social and Economic Analysis,' Social Research

Centre, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 1973, Chapter VI.



CHAPTER VI
DIRECTIONS . FOR FURTHER ANALYSES

The preceding analyses have only briefly described some
of the basic soeial and demographic characteristics of families
in the industrial town of Kwun Tong, certain general attitudes.
toward birth control, and patterns of family planning practice
among the wives, We have also briefly examined the relationships
between number of children and contraception practice on the one
hand and certain socioeconomic factors on the other. Consider=-
ing the vast amount of data this survey has gathered, these must
be viewed as merely a prelude to further and more detailed anal-
yses, in order to reveal more clearly how the various aspects of
the family and family 1life are related to fertility and family
planning, which is, after all, the main purpose of the "People.
of Kwun Tong" project,

One reason why Kwun Tong has been chosen for this study
is that being a relatively new and planned community, Kwun Tong
as a place to live should have many implications for its residents
in terms of family life and adjustment %to an environment which
probably is very different from .where they used to live before
coming to Kwun Tong. Large and extensive public housing schemes,
gso predominant in Kwun Tong, bring along not Just people but also
the need for services, facilities, and job opportunities. To the
%own planner and to those engagedAin various types of social
service, therefore, it would be useful to know about the charac-
teristics of these people and their families,

- 110 -~
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To practitioners in family planning service, much of the
data reported here should prove to be useful as reference infor-
mation for the development of family planning programmes. Not
only is it essential to take cognizance of the general nature
of the community and its residents for the purpose of maximizing
the efficiency of a programme, it is also useful for the same
purpose to know the correlates of fertility and family planning
behaviour. For example, our findings indicate that more of the
wives who are above the age of 30 have used contraception than
those who are below 30, Our findings also suggest that those
wives who have already five or more children contain a much
higher proportion who are using contraception at preseﬁt only
but never before, It seems,.therefore, that not many women are

using contraception early enough in a real family planning sense;

they have come to use birth control only at the point where they
realize that they have too many children, If family planning is
to make a genuine contribution to controlling peopulation growth,
more people ocught to be motivated to accept the concept of family
planning as soon as possible, even before marriage. One of the
key factors in the motivation to controel fertility appears to be
approval of birth ¢ontrol, as iﬁdioated by our finding that those
women who approve of birth control are more‘than twice as likely
to have used contraception in the past and to bekusing it at
present. This has important implications for publicity work of
family planning programmes and for population education in general.
Special attention should be paid fto the change of attitudes before

arriving at a desired behavioural ocutcome.
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Nevertheless, whatever practical implications that may
be drawn from the findings presented in this report can énly be
regarded as tentative or suggestive since much more data have
yet to be analysed. Thus, for example, a whole series of
questions concerning attitudes toward traditional Chinese
familism and planning in general as well as those pertaining to
relationship between husband and wif2 and between parents and
children will have to be examined. Then there is another set
of data on the meaning of children which should bear some
relationshlip to fertility and family planning behaviour, Many
questions c¢an be asked and answered in one way or another by
our data. To whatlt extent do people of diffarent socia% and
gconomic backgrounds still hold such traditional ideals as
"five generations under the same roof'? To what extent is there
the belief that in all pursuits one should be fully "rational®
about setting goals and making preparations for goal achievement?
Is such a belief at all related to family planning behaviour in
any way? Why should lower fertility be associated with greater
income of the husband, as we have discovered? What are some .of
the clearer and more valid indicators of marital adjustment of
the married couple? How is marital adjustment related to other
aspects of the family (e.g., family type, decision-making, social
participation)? What is the significance of marital adjustment
in the family planning behaviour of the couple? Does the meaning

of having children vary with parity? Many more such questions
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high) than in other types of housing., However, the average
aumbher of children in the resettlementi estates is by far the
nighest, and the proportion of wives who have ever used contra-
ception is the lowest compared with other housing types. We
have not gone further to unravel the reasons for this, but it
would certainly be highly important that we do so im the future.
S5ince our datas also suggest that those women who have a longer
full-time working sxperience tend to have fewsr children (chapter
V), 1t is possible that women in resetilement families generally
have less or shorfter full-time working experience., . However, it
is also likely that women in these families are to some extent
engaged in some form of domestic industry (e.g., assembling
vlastic flowers) to which the conventional notion of "part-time"
and "full-%ime” work does not auite apply. How this kind of
sconomic activily is related to fertility is not yet entirely
cizar. Tais is one srea that our further data analysis in the
uture should study in detzil. To do such analysis more ade-
ouztely, it would be mecessary to also study the employment
ocpertuzities of Ewun Tong in terms of the quality of manpcwer

reguired and the iypss of employment with regard to such aspects

as time, place of #ork, job security, and transferability (from
one indusiry %to another). This would then shed some light on

the complex relationship between employment and fertility which

the major focl of attention in our study of a new



- 115 -

It follows, therefore, that much more work remeins to
be éarried out to map out the intricacies of the network of
factors that account for variations and trends in the fertility
and family planning behaviour of the pebple of Xwun Tong. This
report is nothing more than.a preview of a small part of the
data that would eventually lead us to that goal. Not only fur-
ther analysis of the existing data will have to follow this
report, but additional data on the community aspects of Kwun
Tong should preferably be obtained so that the uniqueness of
Kwun Tong and its impact on fertility and family planning may

be adequately assessed.
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I. Basic

B

Appendix B

QUESTICNNAIRE

Social Research Centre
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

People of Kwun Tong Project

Household Information

(1=1)
()
(1=3)

(1=4)

Please tell me the number of households living here.
How many persons are there in your household?

In case of more than one household in the living quarter) How many
persons are there altogether in this living quarter?

Please tell us the names of all the members of this household,
including those who sometimes do not sleep here, if there are any.
We also would like to know certain personal information of each
member. (Bnter answers in household list.)
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Do you have any children living outside? How many?

(F411 in data of these children in the following table)

B-3

Place of work (district}

Self-employed
® Employed
@
E | Part-time
2
§ Full-time
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I1. Present and Past Residence

(2-1) What was your former area of residence?

(If former residence was inside Kwun Tong, e.g., Ping Shek,
Kowloon Bay, Ngau Tau Kwok, Jordan Valley, Kwun Tong Town,

Sau Mau Ping, Kwun Tong Resettlement Estate, Lam Tin, Yau Tong,
‘Li Yuen Mun, then ask Question 2-2)

(2=2) What was your former area of residence before you moved into
Kwun Tong?

(2-3) What are your reasons for moving into Kwun Tong?

(2=k) HowAmany years have you lived in this area?

(2=5) If you could choose freely, would you prefer to live in Kwun Tong?
1( ) Yes

(2-6) If Kwun Tong is not preferred, which area would you choose?

ITI. Husband-Wife Background Characteristics:

(3-1) What is your and your spouse's religion? (If the respondent has
children, then ask: What is your children's religion? If they
have different religions, check all that apply.)

Husband Wife Children
No religion
Protestant
Catholic
Buddhist

Worshipping Deities

Taoist

Mohammedan (Muslim)

Others

Not applicable: no children
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(3=2) Are there shrines for the following in your house?

Yes No
Ancestral shrine 1) 2 ()
Tsao Tsun (‘gﬁiﬁ) 1) 2 ()
Tu=ti (. 24d)) 10 ) 2 ()
kwan-ti ( f %) 10 ) 2 ()

(3=3) (Ask if there is an ancestral shrine in the house) Do you and
your spouse worship ancestors?

Husband 1) 2 ()
Wife 1 () 2 ()
(3-4) What is the highest educational level you and your spouse have
attained?
Husband Wife
No schooling 1(C ) 1 ()
Private tutorial school/study by 2 () 2 ()
oneself
Primary (Junior) 3( ) 3( )
Primary (Senior) L () L { )
Anglo~Chinese secondary school 5¢ ) 5C )
(Junior)
Anglo-Chinese secondary school 6 () 6 ()
(Senior)
Chinese middle school (Junior) 7 ). 7 ()
Chinese middle school (Senior) 8 () g8 ()
Post-secondary school (Professional) 9 () 9 ( )
Post-secondary or &bove Y () Y ()
Don't know AC ) AC )




B-€

(3=5) Was the stated educational level completed?

(3-6)

(3=7)

(3-8)

Husband Wife
Yes 10 ) 1)
No 2 () 2 ()
Don't know 3( ) 30 )
Not applicable L (). L ()

(Ask if the respondent or the respondent's spouse has received
any kind of education) Was your or your spouse's education
received entirely in Hong Kong?

Husband Wife
Yes, entirely in Hong Kong 1(¢ ) 1( )
Partly not in Hong Kong 2 () 2 ()
Entirely not in Hong Kong 3( ) 3( )

How many years of your and your spouse's education were received
outside Hong Kong?

Husband: In China years Elsewhere years

Wife: In China years Elsewhere years
Can you tell me your and your spouse's places of origin?

Husband: Province . 'Hsien don't know (

Wife: Province Hsien don't know (

)
)



(3«9) Where were you and your spouse born?

Husband YWife

e Hong Kong 1 () 1( )
Elsewhere (specify)

(3=10) Have you and your spouse stayed in Hong Kong all through?

Husband Wife
Yes 1( ) 1( )
Ho 2 () 2 ()
Not applicable 3( ) 3( )

 (3=11) How long have you and your spouse been staying in Hong Kong?

Husband years

Wife years

(3=12) Where did you grow up?

1 () Hong Kong, Kowloon or New Kowloon
e 2 () The New Territories

3 () Kwangtung Province (specify)

L () Other Provinces in China (specify)

5 ( ) Outside Hong Kong or China (specify)

(3=13) How large is that area? (read out)

1 ( ). A village, township

2 () A city like Canton, Shanghai, Hong Kong.

3 ( ) Den't know

L { ) Not applicable

— (3=14) What is the particular place in the New Territories where you
grew up?

Interviewer: Judging from answers to the above three
‘ questions, the respondent was brought
up in:
1 ( ) A village, township
2 (

) A city
3 ( ) No answer
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{3=15) What is the language/dialect you use in comversation with yo
spouse?

What is the languege/dialect you use in conversation with your
children? .

onversation

o
=
—_
[e]

at is s language/dialect your spouse uses
What is the language/dialect your spouse uses
with your children?

What is the language/dialect yon and your parents, your spouse and
his/her parents use in comversation?

With Hushand Wife Husband Wife
& & & 2

[ . o5 TR, R mep Mo —— = o n Tha:
Snouse Children OChildren Parents Parenis

Cantonese 10 ) 1{ ) st 3 1L 3 i £
Hakks 2(y 2¢)y 2y 24( ) a2
Chiu Chau 3( ) 3( ) 3 (. ) 3( ) 3¢
Toishan 8 () & {) L ) &( ) 4
Fukienese 5t ¥} 85¢ ) 5% 1 31 )3 5H
Shanghainsse 6 ) 6( ) 6 () 6( ) 6(
Mandarin 7¢( ) 72 ) 26 3 FE )} 7
Other Chinese § ¢ )y &8 ) 8 ( ) ¢ )y 8¢

dialects in Kwange
tung Province
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IV. Femily Structure

(4=1) (Do not esk if reepondent is already living with his own perents
or spouse's parents) Where are your parents living now? VWhere
are your spouse's parents living now?

o
g
) B
® o .
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Husband's parsnts 1 2 3 5 )
Wife's parents 1 2 3 b 5 6 7

(4=2) How much 8chooling had your father received? What about your
father-in-law?

Father FPather-in-law

No schooling

Private tutorial

Some primary school

Completed primary school

Some secondary school

Completed secondary school

Some techniesl (professionsl) school

Some post=secendary school

OO0 g Oy A N S
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Completsd post-secondary school
Don't know
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{4-3) What is or was your father's ocoupstion? What about your father-
in=law?

Husbapd's father: Industiry Oceupation

Wife's father: Industry Occupation
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(4=lt) Were you living with your parents or parents-in-law when you
vere newly married? ‘ .

1a
2o
e

.
Se
e 6 ¢
7,
8.
L. 9,
X

[Y

(4-ha) Why were you living alone?
o (4=lib)

(go to

section V)

Not applicable, husband's parent{s) were deceased.
Hot applicable, wife's parent(s) were deceased. ;}

Not applicable, both husband's & wife's parents
wers decgased.

Living with husband's father.

Living with husband‘s mother.

Living with husband's parents.

Living with wife's father.

Living with wife's mother,

Living with wife's parents,

Living with other relatives or friends (specify) _
Couple living alons.

Why were you living with your husband's parent(s) or your
wife's parents?

Living with Living with

Husband's Wife's
Parent(s) Parent(s)
10 ) 10 ) Not applicable (parents were
. deceased)
2 () 2 () Not applicable (living with
' other relatives or friends)
3(°) 3 () Not applicable (living alone)
L (¢ ) L () Parent's wish
5¢( ) 5 () Because of tradition
6 () 6 () To look after parent(s)
7 () 7 () To be taken care of by parent(s)
8 () 8 () Other reasons
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Ak the following if respondent has one or both parents living

Husband's parents

(L=5) Do you both give money
regularly to your (husband's)
parents?

1( ) Yes
2 ( ) HNo
3 () Hot applicable,
all deceased
(b=5a) Do you give money to them

(4=5b)

(4=Se)

monthly?

17 ( ) Yes
2 ( ) No
3 ( ) HNot applicable

Under what conditions
tions do you give money
to your pearents?

1 ( ) Parent's birth-
day

2 () Festivals

3 ()} When parent(s)
nesd money

L () Under no condie
tien

5 ( ) Not applicable

Under what other comditions would

you give money to your
parent(s)?

(4=54)

Whose idea is it to give
money to parent(s)?

1 ( ) Husband's

2 () Wife's

3 ( ) Both's

L () Not applicable

(4-6) Do

Wife's parents

you both give money

regularly to your (wife's)
parents?

(L4-6a)

(4=6b)

(h=be)

(4-64d)

1( ) Yes

2 ( ) Neo

3 ( ) Not applicable,
all deceased

Do you give money to them
monthly?

1 { )
2 ( )
3( )

Yes

Ho

Not applicable
Under what conditions

tiens do you give money
to your parents?

1( ) Parent's birth-
day

2 { ) Festivals

3 ( ) When parent(s)
need money

L () Under no condi-
tion

5 ( ) Not applicable

Under what cother conditions wuld

you give money to your
parent(s)?

Whose idea is it to give
money to parent{s)?

1 { ) Husband's

2 () wife's

3 ( ) Both's

4 { ) Not applicable
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(4=5e) How much do they depend on
~ the money?
1 ( ) Tetally
2 () Partly
3( ) No
4L ( ) Kot applicable

V. Marriage

(4=6e) How much do they depend on

the money?

1 (
2 (
3 (
b (

(5=1) How 0ld were you when you first married?

Husband
Wife

R N T N

Totally
Partly

No

Not applicable

(5-2) What do you think is the ideal age for a man end a woman to marry?

Man: years old

Woman ¢ years old

(5=3)  Including any children who may not be living with you, how many
children do you have? (i.e., how many children have you given

birth to altogether?)

Children

Not applicable; no children

-
VI. KAP (Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practice of Family Planning) A

(Husband Only)

(6=1) Have you ever discussed birth control with your relatives and

friends? (read out)

1( ) Often

2 ( ) BSometimes
3 ( ) Seldom

L () Never
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(6=2) What proportion of your relatives are practising birth control?

1 () Nearly all

2 () Majority

3 () Minority
L () None

5 ( ) Don't know

6 () Not applicable

(6=3) What proportion of your friends are practising birth contrel?

1 ( ) Nearly all

2 { ) Majority

3 ( )} MHinority

L () None ,

5 ( ) Don't know

6 () Not applicable

(6=-4) Some couples are practising birth control. Generally speaking,
do you approve of this?

} Highly approve
Approve

Highly disapprove

AOL SN B o A6 4
P T e SV s N o T o

) |
) Disapprove
)

)

No opinion

(6=5) Have you ever discussed birth control with your wife?

1 ( ) Often

2 () JSometimes
3( ) Seldom

4L ( ) Never

(6=6) Have you and your wife ever practised birth control?

1 ( ) Yes
2( ) HNo

(6=7) Are you and your wife practising birth control at present?

1 ( ) Yes (go to 6=8)
2 ( ) No (go to 6=9)
3 () DNot applicable (cannot give birth)
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(6=8)  Whose idea is it for practising birth control (or sterilization)
at present?

Husband

Wife

Both husband and wife

Husband's parent(s)

Wife's parent(s)

Other (specify)

U oAU G ) SN = Ut N G I
e T T e T =
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Not applicable
(6=9) Whose idea is it for not practising birth control at present?

Husband

Wife

Both husband and wife
Husband's parent(s)
Wife's parent(s)

Other (specify)

~3 O WY s
P T T . T . T i S e N
D N . O T e

Not applicable

~ (6=10) Would you approve of sterilization opted by a couple who have
decided not to have any more children?

1( ) Apprové
2 () Disapprove

(6=11) Which spouse would you prefer to be sterilized?

1 ( ) Husband
2 () Wife
3 () Not applicable

{6=12) Have you ever heard of the Hong Kong Family Planning Association?

1( ) Yes
2 ( ) No

- (6=13) What do you think should be the ideal number of children for an
ordinary family in Hong Kong?

Children
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VII. KAP (Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practice of Family Planning) B, C

(Interviewer: Please fill in the number of children the respondent
has at presents: children)

Questions 7-1 to 79 are for both Huskand and Wife

(7-1) Do you intend to have any more children?

1 ( ) No (go to 7-7)
2 ( ) Yes

2 () Undecided

L ( ) Don't know

(7=2) How many children do you expect to have, including your existing
ones?

c¢hildren
Of this nuwber how many do you expect to be boys and how many girls?

boys

girls
¥ () Ho preference
Y ( ) Don't know

(7=2a) (Ask if respondent has no children yet) Do you hope that your first
child will be & boy or a girl?
1( ) boy
2 ( ) girl ' 3 ( ) DNo preference
(7-3) (For those who have married for 2 years or more) In the light of

your past experiences, what is the total number of children you
prefer if you could start all over again?

children (go to 7-5)

(7-4) (For those who have married for less than 2 years) If you could
have any number of children you wish for, what is the total number
of children you prefer if you could start all over again?

children
(7=5) (If the answer in question 7=3 or 7-4 is less than that in

question 7-2) Why is it that you prefer fewer children than what
you expect to have?




(7=6)

(7-7)

(7-8)

(7-9)
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(If the answer in guestion 7-3 or 7=k is more than that in
question 7-2) Why is it that you prefer more children that what you

expect to have?

(For those who have no intention to have any more children) What
would be the total number of children you prefer if you could start
all over again?

children

(If the answer in question 7-7 is less than the present number of
children) Why is it that you prefer fewer children than what you
have now?

(If the answer in question 7-7 is more than the present number of
children) Why is it that you prefer more children than what you have
now?

The following questions are only for wives aged 45 or above

(7<10) In the light of your past experiences, what is the total number of

children you prefer if you could start all over again?

children

(7-11) (If the number in question 7=10 is less than the present number of

children) Why is it that you prefer fewer children than what you
have now?

(7=12) (If the number in'question 7=10 is more than the present number of

children) Why is it that you prefer more children than what you
have now?
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VIII, KAP (Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practice of Femily Plamning) D

(Questions 1-13 are for wife only)

(8«1) How often do you discuss birth control with your relatives and

friends?

1 (
2 (
3 (
Lo

)
)
)
)

Often
Sometimes
Seldonm

Never

(8=2) What proporticn of your relatives/friends are practising birth

control?

1 (
2 (
3¢
bo(
& &
6 (

L N L T I W N e

Nearly all
Majority
Minority

None

Don't know

Not applicable

[SARNNAN; R S I AV B

L . L WV S P s

Nearly all
Majority
Minority

None

Don't know
Not applicable

(8«3) Nowadays some couples practise birth control. Generally speaking,
do you spprove of this?

1 (
2 (
L (
5 (
3 (

)

)
)
)
)

(8=4) How often

1 (
2 (
3 (
4 (

R N "

(8-5) Generally

1 (
2 (
L3
b (

L "

Highly approve
Approve
Disapprove

Highly disapprove

No opinion

do you discuss birth control with your husband?

Often
Sometimes
Seldom:

Hever

speaking, do you approve of abortion?

Lpprove
Disapprove
Don't know, undecided

Not applicable
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(8-6) Would you approve of abortion under the following specific condi-

tions? - . :
. . Highly +. Not
Highly Dis Diew Neu=- Don't appli-
approve Approve approve approve tral know cable
Financially cannot ¢ ) ¢ ) () ¢y Cy )y
afford an additional
child

Premarital pregnancy, ( ) ¢ ) ¢ ) ¢ )y )y C )y )
boy-friend denies

responsibility

Premarital pregnancy, ( ) ¢ ) (G cy C)y ) )
boy=-friend willing

to get married

Possibility of () () () C )y C) C O
defective birth :

~~
~
—~~
~
~
~
—~
~
~—~
~—r
_
~
~—~
e

Consequence of rape

Child-birth risks ¢ ) ¢ ) ¢ ¢y C )y ) )
mother's life

(8=7) Please tell me all the methods of contraception you have heard of?
(listed out by the respondent herself)

Besrd of 7%
1) 2 () Condon
1( ) 2 () Pills
1 () 2 () 10D
1 () 2 () Safety period
1) 2 () Diaphragn
1( ) 2 () Injection
10 ) 2 () Foaming tablets
1 () 2( ). Douche
1 () 2 () Coitus-interruptus
1) 2 () Abstinence
1 () 2 () Jelly
1 () 2 () Female Sterilization
1 () 2 () Male Sterilization (Vasectomy)
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(8-8) Have you ever heard of the following methods of contraception?
(read to the ‘respondent methods not mentioned in the above question)

Heard of  ooTT
10 ) 2 () Condom
10 ) 2 () Pills
10 ) 2 () IUD
1( ) 2 () Safety period
1( ) 2 () Diaphragm
() 2 () Injection
1( ) 2 () Foaming tablets
10 ) 2 () Douche
10 ) 2 () Coitus=interruptus
1( ) 2 () Abstinence
1( ) 2( ) Jelly
10 ) 2( ) Female Sterilization
1( ) 2( ) Male Sterilization (Vasectomy)

(8=9) Have you and your husband ever practised birth control?

1( ) Yes
2 () Never (go to question 8-14)
3 () Not applicable

(8-10) How many years after marriage did you first practise birth control?

years after marriage X () Cannot recall
Y ( ) Not applicable

(8-11) How many children did you have when you first practised birth control?

children 9 () Before having any children
X () Cannot recall
Y ( ) Not applicgble
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(8=12) What contraceptive method(s) did you use?

ist method 2nd method

1) 1¢ )
2 () 2 ()
3( ) 3( )
L () (¢ )
5( ) 5( )
6 () 6 )
7 () 7 ()

8 () 8§ ()
9 () 9( )
X () X ()
Y () Y ()
AC ) AC)
B( ) B( )
c () c ()
D( ) D( )

(8-13) Where did

O 00 3 O\ &= W hh

PN SN N SN N S N N S

Condom

Pills

1D

Safety period
Diaphragm
Injection

Foaming tablets
Douche
Coitus-interruptus
Abstinence

Jelly

Female Sterilization
Male Sterilization
No answer

Hot applicable

you or your husband learn such method(s)?

Husband

Cannot recall

Others (speciy)

Private practitioner

Hospital or c¢linic

Relatives & friends

Not applicable

H.X, Family Planning Association

Self-acquired, no need to learn from others
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Questions 8-14 to 8-20 are only for female respondents aged U4 or younger

(8-1k) Are you and your husband practising birth control at present?

oW
P N N

Tes (go to 8-15 and 8-16, them 8-21 to 8-24)
No (go to 8=17)
No answer

Not applicable

(8-15) What contraceptive method(s) are you using at present?

18t method 2nd method

H O O ™ > O 00~ o0\ FEu NN
P N N S e e e e e i e i

Condom

Pills

IUD

Safety period

SN

S~ W

Diaphragm

Injection

Foaming tablets
Douche
Coitus-interruptus
Jelly ’
Female Sterilization
Male Sterilization

No answer

N N N N N N N
4 = O B e O 00 ~J O \n

P N e T e T T e T e T T o N N
e e A e A Y e S s S S v N

Not applicable

(8-16) Whose idea iz it for practising birth control (including steriliza-
tion) at present?

I N N

Husband
Wife
Both husband and wife
Husband’s parent(s)
Wife's parent(s)
Others (specify)

P

Not zpplicable
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(8=17) (Ask only those who do not practise birth control) Whose idea is it
for not practising birth control?

1 (

2

3 (

(

b (

5 ¢

6

7 (

8

(

(

)

R . . W N o P R )

Husband

Wife

Both husband and wife
Husband's parent(s)
Wife's parent(s)
Others (specify)

Not applicable
Pregnant at present

(8-18) What are your reasons for not practising birth control at present?
(Write in 1, 2, etc. to indicate the degree of importance of the

reason)

1

NN U W

(

L T NV N T

8 (
9 (

X

(

The productive period is believed to have passed (go to
8-21)

Hope to have children (have no child now)

Hope tc have more children (have children already)
Contraception disapproved by religion

Fear of side=effects and troubles

Opposed by parents

Husband not at home,; so need not use any contraceptive
method

Others (specify)
No answer

Not applicable

(8=19) Is it likely that you would practise birth control in the future?

1
2

3
I

(
(
(
(

P R

Yes

No

Don't know

Not applicable

(8=20) When would you start to practise birth control in the future?
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(8-21) If a couple decide not to have children and undergo sterilization,
do you approve?

1( ) Yes
! 2 ( ) Neo
(8=22) Would you approve of sterilization for the husband or for the wife?

1 () Husband
2 ( ) Wife
3 ( ) Not applicable

Ask all female respondents

(8=23) Have you ever heard of the H.K. Family Planning Association?

1{ ) Yes
2( ) No
3 ( ) Not applicable

(8=24) Have you ever attended a clinic of the HKFPA?

1 ( ) TYes
2 () Yo
3 ( ) Not applicable

(8=25) Which district is that HKFPA c¢clinic located?

(8-26) What do you think is the ideal number of children for an ordinary
family in Hong Kong?

children
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IX. Family Interaction and Marrital Adjustment

(9=1) (Ask if respondent has children under 21) Who is mainly responsi-
ble for children's home education?
1 () Husband
2 { ) Wife
%2 () Both husband and wife
)

b ( Not applicable

(9-2) (Ask if respondent has children) Who decides on children's educa-
tional matters (e.gs., choice of school, further education)?

1 () Husband

2 () Wife

3 ( ) Both husband and wife
4 () Not applicable

(9-2a) Do you comsult your children in matters related to their education?

1( ) TYes
2( ) No
3 ( ) HNot applicable

(9=2b) At what educational level would they be consulted?

grade/level

0 () Not applicable
(9=3) Do you have a monthly family budget?

1( ) Yes
2 ( ) No

(9=3a) Who is mainly responsible for footing the bills?

1 ( ) Husband

2 () Vife

3 () Both husband and wife
4 ( ) Not applicable
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(9=l) Wno decides on extraordinary purchases costing more than HK§2007?

—1 () Husband
2 () Wife
3 () Both husband and wife
4 ( ) Not applicable, no such purchases

(9-La) Do you consult your children in cases of extraordinary purchases
costing more than HK$2007

1( ) Yes

2 ( ) Neo

3 ( ) Depends

4L ( ) Not applicable, no children
5§ )

Not applicable, no such purchases

(9=5) If all family decisions are made by one spouse, what do you think
the other spouse would feel?

1( ) Very dissatisfied
2 () Slightly dissatisfied
3 () Does not mind at all

(9=-6) How frequent do you communicate with your spouse on the followingb

matters?
Often Sometimes Seldom Almost
never
a, Interesting episodes 1) 2C) 3( ) &( )
b. Unpleasent experiences 1¢ )2 2¢ ) 3( ) & (O )

and worries

¢eo Recreation 1 )y 2¢ ) 3 ) 4 ()
de Gift-giving 1¢C ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( )

(9=7) What would you do when you disagree with your spouse on children's
discipline?

(9=-8) What would you do when you disagree with your spouse on family
expenditure?
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(9=9) Do you have any hobby in common with your spouse?

1 ( ) Yes

["““2 ( ) Neo

(9=9a) What are these hobbies?

{(9-10) What proportion of your spouse’s good friends do you know?

1( ) Al
2 () Majority
3 () Minority
L () None

(9=11) Do you and your spouse socialize with them together?

1 ( ) Most often only the other spouse goes
2 () Most often couple go together

(9=12) Do you engage in any recreation with your spouse on holidays or
Sundays?

1 ( ) Most often only the other spouse goes
2 () Most often couple go together

(9=13) What is the course of action you are likely to take if you are
asked by your spouse to see a movie which you do not like?

1 ( ) Usually go with him/her
2 () Sometimes go with him/her
3 () Definitely will not go

(9=14) Do you or your spouse know how to play mah-jong?

Husband Wife
Yes 1( ) 1( )

’ No 2 () 2 ()

(9=15) How would you feel if your spouse brings friends home for a mah-jong
game?
9 ( ) Don't mind, if once in a while
2 () Definitely don't like it
3 () Definitely don't mind
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Questions 9-16 and 9=-17 are for wife only

(9-16) How would a wife feel if her husband indulges in dog- and horse-

gambling?
17 ( ) Don't mind, if once in a while
2 ( ) Definitely don't like it
3 ( ) Definitely don't mind
(9=17) How would you feel if your husband indulges in dog- and horse-
gambling?

1 ( ) Don't mind, if once in a while
2 ( ) Definitely don't like
3 ( ) Definitely don’'t mind

(9=18) Do you feel there is any financial difficulty in the family?

1 { ) Very difficult
2 () Slightly difficult
3 () No difficulty at all
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X. Meaning of Having Children
(4sk only those who have children)

(10=1) Do you think that children have the obligation to give money to
parents when they work? '

e 1 () Yes
2 () It depends
3( ) No (go to 10-4)
4 () Not applicable

(10-2) Do you think your children have the obligation to give money to
you when they are married?

1( ) Yes

2 () It depends

3 ( ) Ne

L () Not applicable

—(10=3) Do you think your children have the obligation to give money to
you if they are not living with you?

1( ) Yes

2 ( ) It depends

32( ) Ne

4L () Not applicable

(10=k) How is the relatienship between you and your spouse affected by
having children?

1 ( ) Much improved

2 () Improved

2 () Makes no difference
L () Deteriorated

5 () Much deteriorated
6 () Not applicable
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(10=5) How is the ‘fun’ in the family affected by having children?

Much increased
Increased

Makes ne difference
Decreased

Much decreased

(oA G2 IR~ U L AV S §
N N e SN

Not applicable

(10=6) What are the things about children that concern you most?
(Write in numbers, e.g.; 1, 2, to indicate order of importance.)

1 () Being led astray
2 () Safety

3 ( ) Study

4 ( ) Future prespect
5 ( ) Not applicable

(10=7) Do you thimk rearing children is laberious?

1 () Net at all laborious

2 () Not laberious

3 ( ) It's alright

L () Laborious

5 () Very laborieus

6 ( ) Not applicable
(10-8) What do you think is the degree of emotional burden caused by

children?

1 ( ) Very light

2 () Light

3 ( ) It's alright

L () Heavy

5 ( ) Very heavy

6 () Not applicable



(10=9) (Ask only if husband's parent(s) are in Hong Kong) How is the
relationship between the wife and her parents-in-law affected by
having children?

( Much improved
Improved

Makes no differende
Deteriorated

Much deteriorated

Not applicable

~NOY N W N
L e N N T
R A o N R

No parents-in-law

(10=10) What do you think are the disadvantages of having children?
(Write in numbers, e.g.; 1, 2, to indicate order of importance.)

No disadvantages

1 ( ) Emotional burden

2 ( .) More expenses

3 () Inconvenience

4L () Detrimental to husband-wife relationship
5 ( ) Others

& () No answer

7 ()

8 ()

Not applicable
(10=11) What do you think are the advantages of having children?

To perpetuate the patrilineal family

Children are security against old age
Emotional satisfaction

Brings 'fun' to the household

Strengthens the bond between husband and wife
Helps household chores and family income
Having fulfilled one's duty

Others

No answer

No advantages

Mo W o N3 O\ W s
PN N e N e N e N e e
L N N N I e N

Not applicable




XI. Eyrectation

—

=~ children

(The following gquestions are only for those whose children are still
studying in school or are too young for school.)

(11=1)

(11=2)

x|

(11=3)

\

(11-4)

(11=5)

what are your plans for your children's education?

educational attairment do you expect of your sons and of your

Can you afford tc support your children tec reach

Primary graduated
Junior middle graduated

Secondary graduabe:

-University gradusted

Further educztion abroad
Don't krow or undecided

Cthers (specify)

Depends on their abilities

Neot applicable

daughters?
Sons Daughters
1 () ()
2 () 2 ()
200 30
O b
s () 5 ()
& () 6 ()
7 () 7 C
&) &)
g C ) 9 (
level?
1 ( ) Cannot afferd
2 ( ) Cen barely afford
5 ( ) Not much of a problem

What level of

+rat educational

Are you willing to let your sons reach that goal despite possible
financial difficulty?

1

A

=

e T e T

)
)
)
)

How about

[AS)

9Y]

N SN N

P N S g

It deperds (specify)

Not applicatie

for your daughters?

Ves

No

It depends

Not applicable

At what age do vou expect your children to help the family fin

Sons:

Daughters:

vears old or after completing school (Level

Not applicable

vears old or after completing school {lavel

Not annlicahle
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XIII. Tendency Toward General Planning

(13=1) Do you agree with the following views?

Agree Neutral Disagree

A "It does not matter if a family's 1 ( ) 2¢( ) 3( )
expenditure exceeds its income"

B "The consequence of doing some- 10 ) 2 () 3 ()
thing remains the same regardless
of any prior preparation"

" C "T'he number of children that a 1 () 2 () 3( )
family has is predetermlned by
fate"

(13«2) SBome people would consider what his purpose is in doing anythxng.
Do you think that they should do that?

1( ) Ne
2 { ) No opinion
3 () Yes

(13=3) Do you feel that many people nowadays would fully prepare before
doing anything?

1( ) No
2 () No opinion
3 ( ) Yes

(12=4) Do you feel that many people at present simply leave things to fate
without any planning at gll1?

1( ) No
2 ( ) No opinion
3( ) Yes

(13-5) What would you do if you had too many things to handle in very
little time?
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XIV. Living Conditions

(14=1) Do you possess any of the following material goods?

Yes No
Radio 1 (¢ ) 2 ()
Sewing machine 1 () 2 ()
Refrigerator 1( ) 2 ()
Camera 1 () 2( )
Washing machine 1(C ) 2 ()
Television 1( ) 2 ()
Ajir-conditioner 1 () 2 ()
Motor car 10 ) 2 ()

(14=2) Do you own this living quarter? (Don't ask those living in
government housing)

1 ( ) Yes

2 ( ) No
[i % () Not applicable

L (14=3) What is the monthly rent you have to pay?
dollars per month

L (14<k4) (Ask only those who pay rent for private nousing) How long did it
’ take you to rent the present living quarter?

months

L (q4-5) (Ask only those living in Low Cost Housing) How long did it take
you to have your application for housing approved?

months

(14-6) How many rooms does your family occupy? (including sitting room,
but excluding kitchen and bath room)

rooms

(1k=7) What is the total floor space your family occupies?

SQe fto




o
§

L
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(14=8) To what extent are you satisfied with the following aspects of
your living enviromment?

Very Nothing Dis= Very dis«
Satisfied Satisfied particular satisfied satisfied
Safety 1 () 24 ) 2 () Lo( ) 5 ()
Neighborli- 17{ ) 2L 3 3 () L () 5( )
ness
Cleanliness 1 ¢ ) 2 () 2 () L () 5( )

of vicinity
(14=~9) Do you think your present living space is sufficient?

1 ( ) Sufficient
2 () Not sufficient

3 () Very insufficient

(14~10) What is the importance of saving tc your family?

1 { ) Very important

2 () Important

3 () Net sure

4 ( ) Unimportant

S () Very unimportant

€ {( J No savings (Go to 1k-12)
7 () Don't know

(14=11) What for you are two main purposes of saving?

For unexpected expenses
For children's education
For o0ld age

For purchase of property

AN 2 T~ O N I G S
N N S N ~——

For purchase of expensive goods

Others (specify)

Don't know

No answer

P N L N N . T T T o T e N
P N S e

O 00 ~J

Not applicable
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(14=12) Do you have a bank account?

1
2

(14=13) What

T W

{14=14) Does

(14=15) What

W

(
(

)
)

Yes
Neo

kind of account is it?

)
)
)
)

Joint account
Individual account
Both joint and individual accounts

Not applicable

your spouse have a bank gcecount?

(
(
(

)
)
)

Yes
No
Don't know

kind of account is it?

AN AN N

L N . Y W

Joint account
Individuel account

Joint account and individual account

Not applicable
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XV. Secial Participation

(15=1) Have you ever participated in any of the following associations?

Kinsmen's associations i ( ) 2 ()
Trade unions 10 ) 2¢ )
Religious asscciations 1( ) 2 ()
"Kaifong" associations 1( ) 2 ()
Others (specify) 10 ) 2 ( )

(15-2) What do you think of the "Clean Hong Kong Campaign"?
{Read ocut response categories)

Very meaningful

Meaningf

Meaningless

= oW N s
P T e T S
L S S P N

Much ado about nothing

(15=3) What do you think of the "Fight Crime Campaign'?
(Read out response categories)

1 ( ) Very meaningful

2 ( ) Meaningful

3 () Meaningless

4 ( ) Much ado about nothing

(15=4) Do you feel that the Government is sincere in the Anti-Graft
Campaign?

1( ) No

2 () Yes

32 ( ) Don't know
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(15=-5) Do you know the lccation of the following community orgenizations?
(Ask further if location known) Have you ever visited them?

Know ite loca-~ Know its
Don't know tion but have location

its loca- never been and have

tion there been there
Nearby community services 1 ¢ ) 2 () 3( )

centre

Nearby City District Office 10 ) 2 () 2 )
Nearby Kaifong Association 10 ) 2 () g 2
Nearby playgrounds 10 ) 2 () ()
Nearby Post-office 1 () 2 () 3 ()
Hong Kong City Hall 1( ) 2 () z ()

(15=6) Have you ever supported or participated in the following? (Read out)

Yes o
Community Chest 10 ) 2 (
Flag Days 1 () 2 ()
Charity Concerts 10 ) 2 ()
Clean Hong Kong Campaign 1 () 2 ()

(15=7) Do you think that sit-in petitions at the Government Houce by
certain civilian groups are of any use?

1 () Yes

2 ( ) Yo

2 () No opinion
L () It depends

(15-8) Do you think that sit-in petitions at the Govermment House should
take place at all?

1 ( ) Yes

2 ( ) MNo

2 () No opinionm
() It depends



(15=9)

(15-10)

(15-11)

(15-12)

(15-13)

(15=-14)

B-~Lo

Would you complair by telephone to authorities concerning
unattended rubbish and litter that you see?

1 (C ) Yes
2 ( ) No
3 () It depends
Would you consent to you children's working in the Government?
17 ( ) Yes
2 () Mo

{ ) VNo opinion

AS Y

Do you approve the legalization of off-course betting?

1 ( ) Approve
2 () It depends
% () Disapprove

Do you think that the 'tips' in horse- and dog~gambling are of
any use?

1 ( ) VYes
2 ( ) No
2 ( ) Don't know

Do you agree to the saying "It is best not to bother with other
people's business"?

1( ) TYes
2 () No
3 () It depends
L () No opinion

Would you chopée to live abroad or stay in Hong Kong if you have
a great deal of money?

1 ( ) Live in Hong Kong

2 () Live abroad

2 ( ) Don't know
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(15=15) Do you think that every citizen ought to have the right of
expressing his opinions on public affairs?

1( ) Yes

2 ( ) No

3 ( ) It depends

(15=15a) Do you think that the opinions of an ordinary citizer would

carry any effect?
1 () Definitely
2 () May be
3 () Definitely not

(15=15b) Do you think that your own opinions would carry any effect?

1 ( ) Definitely
2 ( ) May be
3 () Definitely not
(15=16) What would you do if certain Government policies have adverse
effects on you?
Complain to the Government

Complain to City District Office

Appeal to the press

)
)
) Appeal to "Kaifong” Association for help
)
) Don't do a thing

)

(O WAV S BN N N AU S ¥
NS AN SN N N

Others (specify )
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APPENDIX C

Occupational Classification

Administrative and Clerical Work

Professional Administrator/Executive /Manager

111,

112,

Directors, managers, or executives in banking, trade,
or industry

Heads and senior staff in government service, including
members of the administrative and executive grades

Senior Clerk (or equivalent)

121,
122.

123.

124,

125.
126.

Proprietors of small firms, small businesses

Minor supervisory staff in government service (e.g.,
inspectors, supervisors)

Minor supervisory staff in private enterprises (e.g.,
floor managers and captains of restaurants, bus station
masters and inspectors, section managers of department
stores, etc,)

Proprietors of small business stalls (e.g., cooked food
stalls, miscellaneous goods stalls, etc.)

Bookkeepers

Secretaries, shorthand typists

Junior Clerk (or. eguivalent)

131.

132
133,

Office clerks, typists, receptionists, telephone
operators, office machine operators '
Cashiers, tellers, shroffs

Clerical assistants, shop assistants

Messengers

141,

Office boys, messengers
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(B) Production Work

1. Teehnologist/Engineer

211. architects, engineers, BUrveyors, system analysts,
statisticians, techmologists, qualified accountants

2, Technician/Craftsman/Skilled Worker

221, Skilled mechanice and electricians, technicians, and
technical assistants

222, Crafismen {e.g., carpenters, jewellery setters, ivory
carvers, precision instrument makers, etc.)

22%. Draughtsmen, cartographers

224, Construction foremen, production process inspectors
and supervisors (in maintenance, testing, training, ete.)

3. Machine Operator/Semi-skilled Worker

231. Factory semi-skilled workers (e.g., assembly line work
or work requiring some degree of manoeuvring of machines)
232. Transportation workers (drivers), Drivers and controllers
of construction vehicles and heavy machinery
233, Semi-skilled manual workers (e.g., plumbers, bricklayers,
toolmakers, printing typesetters, bakers, construction
_ scaffold builders, dock workers, etc.)
234, Master fishermen, master farmers

ts

4. Unskilled Worker

241, Technician apprentice (e.ges apprentices-~especially
beginning apprentices--in garages, factories, or in
plumbing and electrical work) ‘

242, Factory unskilled labourers (casual labourers)

243, Non-factory unskilled labourers (e.g., stone cutters,

" construction casual labourers, coolies, unskilled
1abourers in fisheries and agriculture, etc.)



1.

2.

(C) "Service™ Work

Service Work Requiring Relatively Higher "Professional'
Qualification

311. Physicians, surgeons, dentists, lawyers

312. University/post-secondary college teaching and
research workers

313. Secondary school principals and teachers

314, Professionally trained social workers

315. Clergymen (Protestant and Catholic)

316. Writers and editors of major newspapers and magazines

Service Work Requiring Relatively Lower '"Professional"
Qualification

321. Primary school teachers and principals

322. Nurses

323. Newspaper, radio, and TV reporters

324, "Peripatetic' salesmen (e.g., insurance, real-estate,
office equipment, books) and advertising agents

325. Movie and TV actors

326. Professional athletes

327. Members of non-Christian religious orders (Buddhist
monks, Taoist Priests, etc.)

"Personal Service’ and Disciplined Service Workers

331. Barbers, tailors, cooks, tourist guides, bartenders,
undertakers, attendants  in modern hotels

3%2. Salesmen/salesgirls in retail and department stores

333. Bus conductors, ferry fare collectors, cinema box
office clerks '

334, Rank and file policemen and firemen, guards (e.g.,
"Securicor")

Unskilled Service.Workers

341. Waiters
342, Amshs
343, Attendants (e.g., petrol service stations, 1ift
operators, cinemas, bublic lavatories, bus boys in
. restaurants,.building caretakers)
344, Hawkers



APPENDIX D

Supplementary Tables

TABLE D=1

PERCENTAGE OF COUPLES OF THE SAME ETHNIC ORIGIN
BY HUSBAND®*S ETHNIC ORIGIN BY HOUSING TYPE

Husbgnd's. ) Housing Type A1l
Ethnic Origin Resetilement Low Cost Private
Hong Kong, 81.5 81.9 £6.7 80.8
Canton, and ’ " } ¢ ¥ i,
Delta ! (184) (138) (21) (3:42)
Sze Yap 58.2 58.0 k1.7 56.7
(79) (50) (12) (4141)
Chiu Chau 85.3 65.0 60.0 80.8
(116) (20) (10) (146)
Wai Yeung 520'1 2500 11«’1 ’4101
(48) (16) (9) (73)
Other Areas 38.9 3535 100.0 38,2
In Kwangtung (36) (18) (1) (55)
Other Provinces 50.0 66,7 41,7 56.8
{8) {(24) (12) (L4)

E- 3

Base number for percentage
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TABLE D-3

WIFE'S AGE AT MARRIAGE BY WIFE'S AGE

Wife's wife's Age At Marriage 1 ) -
Age 19 or 25 or Tota_x. Loty
2024
younger older

21 8 43.1 56.9 0.0 - 100 .,0% (54)
younger - 7 = o D,
25"‘29 27&4 6693 613 100&‘?‘9{‘ (:95)
30-3k 25,8 58.4 17.8 100,0% (101)
35=39 261 52.% 21.6 100,.0% (1533
50-54 333 48.8 1749 100.0%  (168)
L5 or

/A Lz
olies 33.7 ha. b 23.9 100, 0% (2473)
All Ages 30.8 1.3 17.9 100,0% (811)




wife's ' Ideal Age at Marriage for Women

Age T . 5 or Total (N}
younger ) ~ ' older

2k or 23 5‘ 66.7 9.8 100,0% (51)
younger M * ° ®

25-29 8.5 63.8 27,7 100.0%  (94)
30-3& ’ 1h4,b 57.8 27.8 100,0% (97)
35-39 o Meb 65.3 23.3 100,0%  (150)
Ll 15.5 €5.5 190 100.0%  (168)
45Acr , ’ :
older 13.4 63.6 23.0 100.0% (239)

ALL Ages 13.6  63.8 22,6 100,06 (799)
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APPENDIX B

Housing Situation In Hong Keng1

"Living quarter” in the Census means a dwelling unit, either
occupied exclusively by one household or shared by = number of
households, for living, eating and sleeping. A dwelling unit has to
be internally connected, so that the occupants could move between
the rooms or cubicles without going outside onto a public corridor,
landing or staircase, and has to have direct external access to &
street, a public corridor, landing or staircase without going
through another household's éccdmmodation.

Types of living quarter as classified by the Census includes
self-contained flats and tenement floors in private housing, self-
contained and non=self-contained units in public housing, house,
simple stone structure, guarters in hostels, and commercial or
industrial non-domestic units. For the purpose of our survey, we
shall cogsider two broad types of domestic housings in which our

respondeﬁts live, namely, private housing and public housing.

Private Housing

A. Types of Private Housing

1. Private Self-contained Flat.--These are selfﬂcontainede

living quarters in apartment blocks and composite buildings.

1'The information presented here is based largely on the Report
of Housing Board 1972 and the Hong Kong Population and Housing
Census 1971 Main Report, both published by the Hong Kong
Goveranment.

e In Hong Kong a self-contained accommodation is defined as a
whole living quarter with its own entrance, water supply,
kitchen, toilet and/or bathroom.
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Apartment block: a multi-storey building containing separate

residential flats, e=ach of which is built with its own entrance, water
supply, kitchen, living room, bedroom, and bathroom or toilet,

properly partitioned by permanent floor-to=-ceiling walls.

Composite building: an apartment block where the flats on

the lower floors are built for commercial use.

A smgll flat has an effective area3 of not more than 650
square feet, a medium flat has an effective area of more than 650
square feet but not more than 1,000 square feet, and a large flat
has an effective area of more fhan 1,000 square feet.

2. Private Tenement Floor,--These are living quarters in multi=

storey teﬁement buildings; each floor of which is built as a single
unpartitioned room, usually with a separate kitchen and toilet and
sometimes a bathroom. Tenement floors are usually subdivided by
non-permanent partitions into cubicles. A small tenement floor has
an effegtive area of not more than 300 square feet, while a large

tenement floor has an effective area of more than 300 square feet.

B. Periods of Private Housing Construction

1s The Period before 1948.=<These buildings are usually three

to four storeys high. Over-crowding is usually quite acute in these

buildings. The rent of such buildings cannot be raised freely owing

5 Effective floor area means the usable intermal floor area of
premises excluding parts designed for use as kitchen,
lavatories, bathrooms, open balconies, servants' quarters,
utility areas, etc.



to a rent-control law instituted immediately after World War II. This
law is embodied in the Landlord and Tenant Ordinance of 1947 which
restricts the rents by reference to the prewar lewvels. If the tenant
is forced to move he will be compensated according to the number of
sguare feet of floor space in his premises.

2. The 1948-1960 Perijod.-~All the buildings built during this

period are multi-storied. Those built before 1956 are mostly 6 to

8 storeys high without lifts. In 1956 a change of ordinance
permitting multi-owmership of a building led to the emergence of
high-rise housings. As there is no ccnﬁrol on the charge of rent,
landlords can raise the rents by és much as 50 per cent each year
and no compensations are paid to the tenants who are forced to move.

3, The Period after 1960.--Buildings erected after 1960 are

typically high-rise buildings because of the continuous increase in
population alongside with the decreasing amount of land in urban
aréas. ,The Rent Increase (Domestic Premises) Control Ordinance
1970'wé; enacted in Jume 1970 for the purpose of providing security
of tenure for certain tenants of post-war domestic premises, and
prevénting unreasonable increases in rents. In December 1970 the
life of the Ordinance was extended for a further period of two
years until 31st May 1974. During this period landlords will be
able to impose two further increases, neither of which may exceed

5 per cent. ZEach increase confers on the tenant one year's security
of-tgnure at the new rent, but the first such increase may not take
leffect within a period of 2 years f;om the date of any increase

under the principal ordinance.
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Public Housing

In our survey we have included two main types of public
héusingwathe Resettlement Bstates and the Low=Cost Housing Estates
(including the GovernmentvLow~Cost Housing estates, estates of the
former Housing Authority and those of the Housing Society). The
former Resettlement Department of the Government and the former
Housing Division of the Urban Services Department (which used to
provide staff for the formér Housing Authority) were merged to form
the Housing Department of the Government on April 1, 1973. The
Housing Society still remains és a private organization, assisted by
the Hong Kong Government with private treaty land grants and low=
interest loans.

In the past, various types of public housing varied in
purpose, management, physical layout, inﬁernal.construction, and
provision of facilities and services. The present trend with the
establishment of the Housing Depaftment is toward more standardi-

zation in the quality of accommodation to be provided.

A. Resettlement Estates (Marks I-IIT)

They are non-self-contained units to resettle families
displaced from Crown land required for development, families made
homeless by the demolition of dangerous buildings, compassionate
welfare cases, and certain victims of natural disasters. There is
no income limit for those who areiqualified to live there. They
wefélbuilt by the Publig Qorks Department for the former Resettle-
ﬁént,Department. Legal authority for managing urban estates,
factories and cottage areas is vested in the Urban Council but

day-to=-day manégement is delegated to the Resettlement Department,
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and now the Housing Department. The designs of the Resettlement
blocks are designated "Mark™ in architectural terms.

1. Mark I blocks (6 to 7 storeys, built in 1955=61) .==Each block

is uSually H-shaped with communal wash-places and lavatories in the
cross-piece. An access balcony runs all the way around the outside
of each floor. An average space of 24 square feet per adult (each
child counted as half an adult) is provided.

2. Mark II blocks (7 to 8 storeys, built in 1961-64) .--These

are similar to Mark I blocks in internal arrangements, except that
the ends of the two arms of the 'H' are connected by a screen of
perforated bricks, and large rooms with a balcony, water supply and
kitchen are provided at sach end of the block.

3. Mark III blocks (8 storeys, built in 1964-67).--These have
an entirely different design from Marks I and II with room access
from an intermal coryidor. Each room‘ﬁas its own private balcony
and water-tap. Toilets are shared between two rooms. Refuse-chutes

are provided on eac¢h floor.

B. Resettlement Estates (Marks 1V-VI)

They are self-contained units, with the same purposes and
management as the older Resettlement blocks.

1. Mark IV blocks (16 storeys with lifts, built in 1965=69) .==

Bach room has its own balcony, water=supply and toilet.
2. "Mark V blocks (16 storeys built in 1966=71) .=-These are the
the later wersion of Merk IV, but with wider corridors and a greater

variety of room sizes closely matching the sizes of the families.



E-6

3, Mark VI blocks (16 storeys built in 1969).--These blocks are

similar to those of Mark V but have larger rooms., The standard
floor space was increased to 27 square feet for each adult. This

was increased to 35 square feet per adult in the 197C blocks.

C. Government Low=Cost Housing

Government Low-Cost Housing estates were first built in 1963
to provide housing for families living in overcrowded aund substandard
accommodation and with assessed incomes below $500 a month ($600 a
month for Kwai Chung Estates). Estates were built by the Public Works
Department and formerly managed by the Housing Authority for the
Government but are now under the Housing Department. They are self-
contained units. Barly types are similar to ﬁark III resettlement
blocks; others are 16 storeys high with larger rooms, balcony, water

supply, and toilet. Sgace standard is 25 square feet for each adult.

D. Housing Authority Estates

These estates provide housing for families of moderate means
living in overcrowded and standard accommodation. They are for
families with assessed incomes between $400 and $900 a month (up to
$1,250 for high rent units). Estates were built and formerly managed
by the Housing Authority under the Housing Ordinance (Chapter 283%).
They are presently under the management of the Housing Department.
These estates are self=contained units, with 35 square feet for each

adult plus kitchen, bathroom, and private balcony.

E. Housing Society Estates

These estates are for families with assessed incomes up to
$1,000 a month (up to $1,250 a month for high rent units). Estates

were built and managed by the Hong Kong Housing Society. They are

self-contained units and similar to those of the Housing Authority.





