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&4 CHINESE VILLAGE.IN TRANSITICN:

SOME PRELIMINARY FINDINGS*

I. INTRODUCTICN: THE PRAKE OF AFF LEENCE

The present paper ig an overview of some basic
findings of a case study which attempts to explore the
impact of industriall urbanism upon the social life of a
Chinese rural comwmunity ir Hong kong. The community
under study is Tai Po Tau Villaye, located about a mile
northwest of a market town called Tal Po Hui in the New
Territories. The field work took place during the yeérs
1964-70.

The state of affairs within the community under
study is conceptualized in terms of the "social systems"
frame of refer‘ence,l In other wbrds] the entire village
is viewed as a social system. The units of study include
’individuals, groups, organizations, institutions, and the
village community as-a-whole.

A social systewm is a goal-seeking and self-

regulating cowmplex entity, which is composed of elements

or components directly or indirvectly interrelated on the

*The study was directed by the autHor in collaboration
with the sociology staff and students of Chung Chi
College during the yeéars 1964-70, mainly as an
instructional programie in field work training., ‘The
research expenses were subsidirzed by the Asia
Foundation and The Chinege University. The author
wishes to acknowledg? the assistance of the Social
Research Centre of The Chinese University in
preparing this paper.

1. . . e
Walter Buckley, Sociology & liodern Svstems Theory.
.967

N.J.: PrenticeZHall, 1967.



basis of information flow and resource allocation, It is
generated and altered. by the’onggging;procgss of ‘intev-
action amon¢g normatively -and purposively oriented individuals
and social groups in an-ecological setting. Eence, the
essential features of the social system approach to
community study are: (1) touconcentrate_upon the social
relationships, -upon.the: interdependence and the dynamic
process-of :intéraction amonyg component sgbsystgms;‘(2) to
ideﬁti&y,thOSeAsetsAofuactiyities prerequisite to the
existence and persistence of the community as a social
system;. (3) to relate the components and prerequisites of
the sSystem to the defined locallty, and (4)Vt§ study £he_
ways ‘in which the community adapts to ihternai;and
external forces that modify both the system components and

prerequisites.. .

II. THEARE”EARCH PROCEDUPT“

Thls pro;ect was set up in the fall of 1564 for
the purnose of adaptlng soc1ologlcal 1nstructlon to the
reality of Hong Kong Chinese 5001ety, and of tralnlng
students in sociological theory and empirical research.
Altﬁ6#9h the emphasis of the initial planning was p;aced
upon ghe.instructional function, serious‘fééearéh ;:g('n:}c'-r
was dé?elopéd ih a later stage so as to enhanée the'deve—
lopmwent of" a: more. unlversally valid body or soc1ologlca1

knowledge of the conolex process of communlty change°



The project was begun, by.making ccentacts with
village community leaders and by collecting preliminary .
information from major informants. &1L Sociology majors

were

(6]

at Chung,Chi_Cpllege in the secéond: and third year
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required to do. field.work urider the supérvi

facult:‘membggg,igq@ to spend attleast-ohe .day and one
night intﬁhe village .every -week. ~Two village houses

were rented, and were used as the research ¢ffice as well
as the dormitories for students..

In order to reduce resistance and to promote’
cooperation from. the yillagérs,,mb occasionally showed’
wovies to al;:vil;agersu prpyi&edﬂ§rivéte»tutoriﬁé:téu'
‘the children, and sent gifts to vilIage Familiés on

festival days. By the end of 1965, ithe project had

become sygtematically organized. .. ifthe-stidents were able

-
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to a apt‘to'Fheyvill@ge5environment,-anévaequired"
observatigpVag@ﬁigteryiew~techniques»td ieet the badic
requirements for_village-atudy..gFurtyérmoré?~thé'Sﬁﬁdenfs&
were fully accepted by the villagers.

- .:éﬁ:Fhisjpxeliminaryxstageicf~devélopment, the
St%@enﬁsdwsre,maig;yﬁgoncerngd with: getting acquainted
with individpa%‘fami;ies-and;collecting basi¢ information
through pgrticipant:onQEVation aﬁﬁ»informal interview,
They we%e also required to write fiel&”regcris after each

field wigit. J3eminar discussiors were then hela among

faculty menbers and student field workers so 23 to exchange



ideas &nd field”exPefiences; to identify significant
problems ‘and ‘phenomena, and to plan for the next task.
By the sdmmer‘bf'l965, we collected a complete
set of‘éemogréphiC'informatibﬁ} These data were then
analyzed. AFtrthefmere, a "family file" and a “subject
file" were built, where information on each family and
on each topic¢ were kept in separate folders so that
inflow of‘new data could be systé}nétically classified.
Cn the basis of the above general'end‘basicA
procedufes ‘several 81gn1flcant research areas we;e
identified in the £all of 1966. The students were then‘
organize&winteﬁseveral'groups, eﬁd each roup toek a
special area for'intenéi%e eiuéy.e Under the superv1510n
of teachers, dl erent etuqent groups mlght rollow the1¢
reseaLch empha31 ;and develop thelr reseazch erlén
such as contenéwanalysis éf'hietoricel documente, depth
interview of major infbrméﬂ%é,'field observétioh, eﬁd‘
sample surveys with structured or unstrictured
questionnaires. - | M

By the sumier of 1969, we have had a nuwber of

nroject repdesAwrltten by the fleld groups.b In_view of the

fact that the Vlllage nas unqetcone a‘Aagld.ovowth of
population over the ast years we Qe01ded to mobl?lee

all the o001ology soghomoLes and junloms“to.eonduce a‘”
second census survey.':rhe data were Lhen analyzea end.

comprared ‘with the aemograpnlc 1nfo;matlon COlleCLed in

the summer of 1966,



In the year 1969-70, the present projeétkwas in
its final;stageaii”he majoxr Durposes were to follow up
the special studles ‘done by vprevious: groups” im the
preceding, years and to supplemé&nt oﬁf“exiétiﬁg aétéfy
3tudents werewﬁheggorgaﬁizéd inté'foﬁfégroups;‘éﬁd €ach
group was résponsible £61 coiléc%ing needéd "information
from a particulagydistricthéfﬁthé'viilégé‘ﬁhiéﬁ tﬁéy ﬁﬁew
best.,vHence,‘whengyer‘aa@éféicﬁiaf”ﬁiedé1&% iﬁfdfﬁéﬁiéh
was needed, it, .could be: quickly ootalnea"‘Sdhe”Stﬁ&énts

were also respon51ble foL datq proce551ng and analy51s.'

III. THE VILLAGE AND. ~I;1‘§;.PQP,ULALTION- g

The_ﬁai‘gp'mgu Villggelis»located%about‘awmile“
northwest-oﬁ a market town called Tai. Po. Hui in' the New'
Territories of Hohg Koncgf It is; a Valley viillage with.
thlrty acres of aajacent farw. land; TzetTalfPoaaoaaﬁand“
the Kowloon rallW@yﬂaxg along the wegt side#df*thé?&illégéll
A bus stop is right in front of fhé,.;village and the
railway station is only a mile aWayi

Tai Po Tau is basically a single clan village
of the Tang failies, According to historical records,
the Tangs were orl ginally the natives of Chl*thl Hsien,
of the hlan951 Prov;nce.  Because of  political unrest:
during the reign of Tai Wsu (960-976), an emperotr of the
Northern Sung bynasty (960-1127), a promineﬁt member- ofi-
the Tang Clap.mpved sout&wggd}am@(settleduat RueivChneh'!v

Shan, which is now called Kawm Tin in the New Territories



ovaqng Kong, in tﬁe'year 873 A.D. Since.then, the Tangs
have establsihed se&eral villages in other nearby areas
mainly because of population glowth ~Tal Po Tau Village’
was founded oy the fang Clan aoout 400 years ago.. Ip”
compallson w1th other eaxly settle;s the Lanc Clan hesv
been the largest and the ‘most 1nfluent1a1 local group. in
the New Terrltorles throuqhout»the last nine hundged years.
| | Like other v1llages 1n tradltlonal Chlna t?g
social structure of fal Po Tau v;llagehpefoge{ﬁﬁe me@ern
era had the following characteristics: farm economy,
high degree of self-sufficiencgy, dominance of.the kinship
system with heavy emphasis on.lineage' and high respect
for the ancestors' obligation, differential sex roles; age:
and gene:at%qne%seniority,immobile population, high-
illiperagy, and conservatism., The situation has been
drastically changed in the course of last twenty-five .-
vears becagseﬁpfAege_rapid phange,of the immediate
surroundings.

Since World War 1II, the, village had a phenomenal
growth in population. : Merely,;natural increase does-not..
explaig“its,:ep;d:grqwth.fiit was. estimated that there
were 95 people in 1946, 265, in.1956. .. %e conducted census
surveys in ;???_and”inAl9694 and found that the numbers. -
were 557_e§§ﬁ§9§£;g§pective}y.. It . is; worth/noting that'i. =

the population size in 1969 is six times that of 1946.-.



CGur 1969 census shows that the crude birth rate

was- 23.5.

7

‘while: thé-crude death rate Was-3.36:: thérefore
the natural increase was only 20.15 per thousand population.
The primary reason- £or- the ' population growth was the
influx of immigrants, “Bincé’theCommunists: took over
wainland. ‘hinéfinuig49;'thérthaé-beéﬁ’a ¢ontinued inflow
of outsiders to’the village:both frof Mainland China and '
froin tRe urban séctors of the Colony, From our 1969

census data, it was found’that 4507 out- of the-total-
population of 596-were immigrants, -and 105 out of the total
number of 123 households'belonged to-the immigrant-group?
Thesze immigrahts movédvte‘theiVillagé}“maiﬁly“becauSe of-
(1) lower cost 6f 1living, (2)-having somé relatives or

frien

"'7

ds residing in the village, and (3) easy ‘communication
betwezn the village and their place of work. Most of

those who moved in*bé%diéWiéﬁéfﬁéVéhiingﬁiﬁ réiafion'With
the natives and mbét‘of:tﬁé thef late comers have no

such conﬁéctionz Dn the other side of the mlglatlop
picturé,'£‘ con31derable numbef of” the Tang claﬁ memouisu

emigrated to the’ 01ty ‘areas and to other countries ; such

The Netherlands and the’ Unlted otates of
'America;; One slgnlflcant aspect of urbanization is hl h‘
mdbiil_v wnlch has been clearlj revealed in the- pres
xtﬁéy; However the general tendency in other count ies

has been a one- way trafflc w1th more Vlllage peonlc being

attrd.-ec to the c1Ly,L Not only do v1llagers mo”é out to



the ci€y~but:élso urban residents move.into the.village in
a- greater numbeérs, .

The" :'al Po - Tauw Village was for-centuries.a.
single clan entity which was extremely ethnocentric. wWith
the exception of its village school teacher, no outsider
was permitted to live in-the village before the Second .
World War, they preferred to:leave the house..wacant:instead -
of renting it out to someone’ who:-did mot belong: to the Tang ..
lineage. The breaking -Gown, of.this time honoured practice . -
by radmitting a large member of outsiders reveales siynifi-
cant changes in the value system and power structure. It
also turned -a closely knit houwogéneous group into a

heterogeneous one,
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‘D ECONOMIC CHANGES;

Since the IQSGs,Athe_pol}tical situation in
Hong KRong became more complicated with the impact of
urbanization, and industrializa?}qq ipcreaseﬁ.%patﬁe New
lerritories. The Governaent found it necessary to
strengthéﬁ:the-administxative_ggn?;g} in @he rural ;ector°
Instead of leaving the governing,of;tge vil;agebt§.the
people, who possessed a high deg;egiofvautompny ;n handling
their own affairs, the Ggye;nmgntisqﬁ up distr{gt officers
in order to have a,c%gserrgupesyision.i ODeléf_ﬁhe mwajoxr
steps taken by the quggnmgntxygsvto reqrgani;g .the

village power structure by creating a new generation of
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leadership in the rurql communities. In the old days
decision maklng'%n ;he village was in  the hands of senior
wembers who enjoyeu the respect of the community. In
dealing with the outside world, they were the recognized
representatives. Under the.innovation lnuroduced by sthe
Gove:ﬁment, the village represeptatives,. elected by the
village folks, must be approved by the Governmental,
authority. As a result, the village representative may
not necessarily be a man senior. in age nor .in-generation.
He does not_negessa;i;y ijqy the popular, respect of his
own community.  Notwithstanding the.fact. that .the two.
representatives of Tal Fo Tau had keen elected to the

office for over five years, seventy-~four;per.cent of. the

residents were unable to igentiiy thelir names and faces...

In case somethlng had happencd, such as theft or. dispute .

gl

which_required official atte

30% 0f the
v1llage ;e31dents 1nd1cateq that they.would directly
contact the appropriate governqon al ;body instead-of ;the.
village rgpxegentatlvgs{"Ningtyjtw”,gggjcegtsofiphe
residents reported that they had 7ot ade any effort, or
felt thexneed, to call on, tu; vi;lebc representatives in
the past ?wo years. A%thgig.spgms“tgcindicatguthat}j;
there is a con51derable sozlal distance betyeen the formal -
1eaders ana thelr'peOOIe wnllh ;n%theﬁpast,WashBOt.SO'iD

a tradltlonal Chlnese rural i 13 ags of comparable size.

However, the leadership of the chief representative is



effective in many respects. Because of his wide social
contacts with the outside world, and particularly with
his smooth dealing with the local government offices, he
has been an active agent in promoting changes in this
conservative village, such as: thé relaxation of the
exclusion ruling by permitting outsiders to live in and
to set up small industries in the village, installation
of electricity and water supplies, and the establishient
cf a modern primary school with government subvention.
There are a total of thirty acres of farm land
in the village of which 34 per cent belongs to the
category of ancestral property. This type of land is
non-transferrable and any incoine deriving from it is
used for the general welfare of the clan members. The
lineage families own forty per cent and the remaining
twenty-six per cent is owned by non lineage families.
The change of land ownership is a significant
phenomenon. When the village folks become less earthbound
in their ecconomic pursuits, they will be less reluctant
to sell their land inherited from their forefathers.
Accordinyg to our statistics only thirteen per cent of
the village population remain as farmers, while 87 per
cent have changed to other occupations. The pressure of
population. growth and the demand for commercial property
have boosted up the land value in the urban and industrial

~sectors of the Colony anu it has its corresponding effect
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on the rural scené. 'Being close to the market town and
with easy communication witk the business centres, the
land'valuevin tHé"@illageQHés‘gonevup;about twenty times
in the last twenty years. ‘This mere’ fact..would be a
strong stimﬁlahf'enééuraging‘tﬁ6~villageapeople to selil
their landTéhd'ihvesf the money in-.other economic
enterprises. EVeh the anCestrali land may not remain
intact in the foreseeable Futlire. Although the ancestral
prbpe£ty“is'méant'for the' .welfare of the -lineage group,
it often béédméé‘fhé‘séﬁrcétof coniflict -among -its
méﬁgérs:mainly due'Eo‘management:prcblems; pgrticuiarly
'the.suspiciéﬁ df‘expldifaﬁioh~and?cdrrpution£ The
ch'erwhéliniﬁg majority would like:to convert the land into
ready céSh and get théir own sharesi . This type-of attitude
was considered unthinkable asvit-worked,against_theV‘
tréditionaIYVéiueS:Of £i13al piety and kinship solidarity
aé'a result of the influehce of urban.culture‘which,has
been r{igh‘ly ¢haractérized by the spirit ‘of individualism,
:withApeoplé tending to ‘think-more Of their immediate.
monetary gaiﬂ”énd‘lesévinfterms.of kinship.ties. The
ancestral hall is supposed-to be :the symbol of group
intégration'anaja most sacred place.in the village. _Thé
villagé hall we fouﬁa'at‘Tai,PO’Tau~wasipﬁacti¢al%y.~
deserted and'éoVeréafWithhdUStrand«dirtt, The ill-
'éttendeéfana depleted conditions of the ‘ancestral hall

'uﬁmfstakéhly refleét”the'weakeninqvoﬁsthe time~honoured



familial value. This is further substantiated by the fact
that there is a wiGe discrepancy pbetween the older and
the younger generations-pertaining to ancestral worship
behaviors within one's ‘own family. Without exception
menbersof the parental ‘generation feel that it is their
life obligation to commemcrate the deceased parents

and grand~parents-on their birthday, death day and other
ceremonial occasions. When the Same question was givern
to the members of the younger generation, only 4l1l.2 per
cent of them report their willingness to follow the
practice. As far as ritual is concerned, 55.6 per cent
only bow befdre the ancestral tablet which is a deviation
from the trdditional kneeling performance. This outward
manifestation is another indication of their changing
attitudes toward ancestors.

There are -many ilwportant changes in the economic
structuse. Asg far as basic foud supply is concerned, the
village un&er study is no longer a self-sufficient one.
The dominant types of agricultural products are seasonal
flowers and veégetables. Before the arrival of the
refugee group from Chiha a few years after the Second
World -War farmers of the village were mainly rice ¢rowers.
Because of simall farm size, primitive implements, a poor
irrigation system, insect and sparrow damage, the income
of farmers remalined low year after year. Thosée who had

to pay lard rent were on the subsistence level of living



even in a good harvest year. The yearly income of the
farmers has been substantially increased in recent years
under the influence of the more sophisticated immigrant
group. From the new settlers the local farmers learned to
grow many varieties of seasonal vegetables and flowers to
replace rice cultivation. Cn the average the net monetary
gain from the same piece of land has gone up five to six
times. One native farmer gets his major income in the last
two weeks of the Chinese calender year by selling peach
blossom trees which are used for new year indoor decoration.
Before the collapse of the stock market in 1973 Hong kong
enjoyed many prosperous years and people with means did
not mind paying a high price for a sizable blossoming peach
tree which is not only a status symbol but also an omen
for a coming yood year. This tree grower has changed his
self image from a humble farmer to a self-gratifying
wealthy wan of the village by spending 250,000 dollars
(U3550,000) to build a new home. This kind of upward
mobility was utterly iumpossible in the old days. The
livelihood of other farmers has also generally improved

as evidenced by their consuming pattern, & refrigerator,
radio and television are commonly found in every farmer's
home. The village store sells more expansive imported
cigarets than the cheaper local brand. &n increasing

number of families own cars,



Znother added source of income of the native
group is the renting of land and houses to the immigrant
group. This aspect of ecological succession enables the
hitherto soil-tilling farmers to join the rank of the
rent-collecting class and also frees them to find other
gainful non-agricultural employment outside the village.

Our econowic survey of 1970 showed that among
the 567 villagers under study, 202 persons were economically
active, showing a high dependency ratio. In examining the
occupational distribution of the economically active group,
we found that only twelve men and six woilen were engaged
in farming and poultry raiSing; The remaining 1384 persons5
occupations were widely scattered in various sectors of
the economic world, such as seaman, small ﬁusineés
proprietor, industrial woxker, worker in the service trades.
Aamong them, forty-five persoﬁs’mostly women found full-time
or part-time enployment insidevthe village as workers in
the three newly established small factories, as attendants
in the village school, and as store keepers, while the
Great majority of 139 persons of the 184 worked in the
urban- sectors of the Colony. With the exception of ten
persons, those working in the city needed to commute
everyday.'“This hicghly ‘iobile portionvof’the'population'
has rendered the villadge into a dormitdf? thus radicallyA
changing the immokile characteristic¢ of the traditional

Chinese village.



Regarding their incomes deriving £rom primary
.ﬁroduction or employment each family on -the average
earned $693 per mohth, with -$145 per capita. In addition
HtwentyétwO‘pér'cent of the clan group and twenty-one per .
cent of the immigrant ‘group had other .income iﬁ*fdrm&pf'
remittances from relatives residing ‘in The Netherlands:
England or urban areas of Hong Kong. On “the average each
of thesé clan ‘families received $275 per ménth, while
egch;immiqrant family recéived $148 per ‘month,

on the household expenditures, the major items
--were food, children's education and rent, in decending
.order, being $287, (41% of the total income), $64 (9.2%)
and $47 (7.2%) respectively per month., Taking other
expenditure into account, each household on the average
spent approximately $480 per month. The'ﬁonthly balance
for each lineage family was calculated to be $273: and for
each immigrant family it was $150. Compared with urban
dwellers of similaf-socionecdnomic status, thée Tai Po Tau
people were in a more favourable financial situation because
the city people have ‘to pay higher rent, around 20 to 22%,
and the cost of food, ‘education and othér general expenses
are also higher. This explains why there is hardly a
vacant house for rent in the village.

The aforementioned economic Statistics of the
village inhabitants of Tai Po Tau clearly reveal that

the economic structure of this traditional village has



changed from 2 chavacter of-high self-sufficiency to high-
dependency.  Under -the impact of industrialization ‘and
urbanization,.the de:whelming;majqrityeofgthe;workers~haVe;
shifted. their occupational endeavours from farming produc-.
tion to-manufactqringfqngGserv;ceg. The. employment
opportfunity becomes greatly .dependent: upon. the supply

and demand of‘the@job market in .the greater society.

Those remaining in. farming have.changed their emphasis
frowm the prodgction=ofup;imaryfigpd:§9~commercial:crops
whiéh are highly sensitive,to prige.fluctuation in the
urban:market. | In{theqmeantime,“theig livelihood has been
improved and. the stability -of their.community has.been
gradually;shakeg; yhiqh,wil;;utlim@tgly,giye rise to.

many new;prob%gmg,whightare;iggnddin the.city, ;and.which .
do noﬁ hgyelgny effect;vggsoluﬁion; .Change is inevitable
but the price of change-is alse:inevitable.

-Education i§-§‘majoruﬁactorzfostering%the»process
of social change. . It.is responsible for shapingland
reshaping.the pggplg'g;value"systemyandiconsequently has
a tremendous .impact on the exigting structure of a
communitqu

A modern primary school, financially supported
by the gqve;pmggtf;wag.iqstitutediin;the:Village.in 1958
to replacgkyheﬁggé one-room, one teacher school adjacent
to the angestral, hall.. The new curriculum,: devised by

the Education Department of the Hong XKong Government, is



pPrimarily designed for children in the urban setting.

As far as the practical utilities in meeting the needs
of the young villagers are concerned, the nature of the
curriculuim together with the middle-class and urban-
trained tcachers tend to produce an effect which
encourages the younger people to move away from village
life. The people of the parental generation including
the farming group also indicated that they do not want
their educated sons to engsage in farming, which in their
opinion does not represent progress, upward mobility or
‘achievement. They also show their willingness to go to
the limit of their ability to support their sons to
continue their education in high school or even the
university. Without exception, all parents sent their
male and female children to school. No illiteracy was
found among those under 40 years of age which is a
significant progress in a Chinese traditional village.
Owing to the low standard of the village school and to
the inadequate supervision on the part of the varents,
orly a relatively few youngsters could make the grades
enabling them to move on to6 high school. Over the vears,
only two girls from the .village were able to get a
university degree. As far as educational goals are
concerned, there exists a discrepancy between aspiraticn

and actual achievement as found in this village communityv.



Our finding shows that education.is a factor
pulling people away frowm the village. 'In former times when
there were few pDeople who had.an opportunity..for: formal:.
education, the resulting adverse effects .on the manpower
problem in the rural area-were hardly felt. With the
progress of upiversal education, it.will becowme a
Challenging issue which requires the .serious. thinking of
educator as well as rural reformer,

The: average. .size of the:v@llggeLhousemis;
approximgteiy~400_square;feet;V-Thegnucleartfamilyais'the
predomingnt type.- The number. of .persans living under. the:
sailme roof ranges from one to seven. atatigtically,sthé
average family size is.:4.9 persons. Thig:figure, which
is somewhat similar to thé findings, of all other known.
rural surveys done in China, dispells,thegchmgpAmisccn—-
ception that the Chinese always have a ‘large family. - In -
terms of land ownership and;house. size, ninetyfpefﬁceht
of the populatiom,jusﬁ:ggnnot afford to support a "large':
family.

- the relationships between husband.and wife and
between parents and children seem to:be on. the smooth
side. ‘there is no known divorce.:: As may beiexpected,
disagreements and conflicts: are found in every family.
However, they will not be considered problems:if they do.
not threaten the normalyfﬁnctioping of the family. . COur

study revealed that between eighteen wer cent of the



parents entered into quarrels on children's recreational
activities and thirteen per cent on children's spending
money. There were no serious disagreements on the spending
behavior or social activities of the spouse. On wajor
spending, they reported that they always discussed
matters and reached a joint decision. As a matter of
fact, the male spouse generally remains the‘one to have
the last word. Generational contlicts also seemed to be
winimal. on the .iatter of findingra job, seventy-five
per cent of the children obtained the consent of the
parents first, while twenty-five per cent took the job
and then informed their parents. On the whole, only six
per cent did not approve of the kind of job being held

by their children. Concerning the important issue of
marriage, parents in general hold surprisingly permissive
attitudes. Ninety-one per cent of the parents subscribed
to the idea that this should be left to the freedom of the
children. It appeared that arranged marriages have
become a thing of the past even in a traditional village
setting, In Gisciplinary measures, forty-six per cent

of the parents used physical punishment, forty per cent
preferred strong and serious advice, and eight per cent
hold an extremely permissive point of view. Although
punishment was administered by both parents, the male
parent was still being recognized by the children as the

disciplinary figure.



The status of women has also been greatly improveg
in recent years., In ‘addition to the success of finding
employwment in urban ‘industrial areas, the industrial
establishment in the village which were owned and Qanaged
by the non-lineage group offered part-time and full-time
job opportunities for many of the house-wives and
unaarried daughters who have made substantial contributions
to household expenditures éhd toAfamily saving, Their new
venture in the industrial Qrodubtion line has a positive
feedback in improving their social status in the family .
as well as in the village community. This has been, indi~
cated by their more active role in the decision making of
the family. Because of her newiy acquired earning ability,
a new elenent has bé&en added to the traditiona%,mothgrru
companion role of a village hdﬁéewife, which is the

sharing of:rights and privileges of a bread-winner. 7Th

D

adnission of lineage wotien to attend the ceremonial feast.
served at the .ancestral hall Sincé thevyear:l969 is the
most concrete evidence ‘of their improving status. Having
the same educational'dpportunity; woman is no longer being
treated as an ignorant and a.sécénd—clasé citizen.

Through the media of wmass coﬁmuniéation woilen are equally
well informed. ‘Through their coﬁfacts with the outside-
world, some young girls of the villa@é have a better
knowledge of the latest fashibns\thanbour ﬁniversity: -

students and wear more up-to-date clothes. A few of our
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uniVérsity students had actually asked to buy dresses
from the'gérment factory in which the village girls
worked. Nowadays we can no longer readily identify a

village girlmerely from her outward appearance,

V. CONCLUDING REMARK -

“#he ‘tefipo of industrialization and urbanization
of the greater society of Hong Kong has its pérvasive’
effects on the institutional ‘patterns of'ﬁﬁéﬁvillége.
With the expanding €conomy, the pressure of population
growth; the‘po@ularrzétibn*of'Edﬁéafidﬁ) fﬁé‘nohgféiﬁing i
job opportunitiés for both Ten -ahd womer, and the |
unprécedented advancemént in mass communication feéhndlogy
as well as in transportation facilities, industrial
~‘urbanism can no longer be corfined to’ the ﬁfbanISebfors
of the Colony:. ' ‘It 'becomes Virtually ifpossible for the
rural villages, especially those 1ike Tai;PdMTad;
strategically l%bafed’albﬁg'tﬁé majbf fraﬁspdrfa%iéﬁ'
toutes and right at the - edge of a market tcﬁﬁt‘téwésCébé
from the invading force of industrial urbanism.

'Baving'a;iéfgé*ﬁéterbqenéoééi§rb£§ 1iving 1n
.the village and a great majority o%fthé”eéohbmiéally"
‘active inhabitants’ béthﬂthe"ﬁatiVes éhé Ehe'immiéréﬂté,
entering ‘into ‘various kinds Sfiéccﬁéatfbnaf:ﬁnaeftakin%s
in diffevent parts bf'the'Coléﬁy,{thé'eérghgoﬁAd:

characteristics and its accomp#niments 6f this traditional



village, are -fading rapidly as no conservative community
being caught in the midst of change can resist the
inces%ant;impact\broqght in @aily by a huge nuﬁéer of
mobile personshwhoyare found'in‘almost evefy family.
Consequently, the value system, production activities;
coﬁsuming behavior patterns, goal aspiration,vpowggﬁ““
sﬁfﬁéﬁUré,~famiiy relationships and life gtyles of the
village communityiare alk.beipg reshaped by trailing
after- the' prevailing culture of. the city folks.

2 nuaber of»forcesvareiig_opgration}cpnducive'Fo
the disintegration, of this rural;entity: - Governiwental
intervention in' reorganizing the, power, structure of the
Willage has'‘destraoyed -the local; automony. . ‘The invasion
by industry aid the encroaghuent .of urban culture coming
from many directions-has disrupted the village's traditional
eaﬁthbound-dharacteristics;to-annala;ming extent. The
infiltration of a :large hete;pgengusapppqlatiog has
destroyédritsahomogeneity.3nTheﬁdiveraipyA;n:oqgugatignal
enployment found mostly in. the city minimizes the frequency
of face-to-facescontact even amnong next dgqr.ngighbgurs.
Blood relationship also:;is not sufficient to sustain
kinship solidarity in face of the weakening“;nflgengg of
traditional core wvalues; the fading oflea;thboynd compulsgion
insmaking a living .and. the lack of any. felt psggss%ﬁy for
depending upon other: pgople in the village neither f9:

3group35ecurity-nor<i@r:thefingiyidual'swgoal attainment,



In other words, when people fail to perceive their roles
invcontribgyingﬁto,the functional operation of the
social network, or to appreéiafé~the~ﬁeéa*for'intef&e$
pendenée, gréup*integratiqﬁ~beédmes%qoriespohdinglymléwg

‘Such is the case we found in our study.
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