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Access to Educational Ouvportunity:

the Case of Kwun Tong

Formal education has been expanding in Hong Kong, especially in
the last decade or so, in terms of both the‘number of schools, primary
and secondary, and the size of student enrolment. In 1961, for example,
84 per cent of the total population, aged 6 - 12, were attending
school; in 1971, this rose to 95 per cent.1 The ratio of secondary
school enrolment to the population in the 13 - 18 age group was 27
per cent in 1961 and 41 per cent in 1974.2 Considering just the
economically active portion of the population, for most of whom the
level of educational attainment may be considered "finalized ' the
proportion who have attained some secondary education or above
increased from 27 per cent in 1961 to 33 per cent in ’197’1.3 As the
effect of the current expansion takes shape some years later with
the influx of the graduates (especially at the secondary level or
above) into the working force, the proportion of more highly educated

members would be even higher.

While the increase in school enrolment rates may be interpreted

as a sign of increasing equality of educational and social opportunity,

1 Calculated from Census figures of 1961 and 1971.
Most of these are primary school pupils.

2 Calculated from Census figures of 1961 and 19771, and from secondary
school (day) enrolment statistics issued by the Director of
Education in the Triennual Surveys of 1958 - 1961 and 1964 - 1967,
and the Annual Summary of 1970 - 1971,

> Taken from Census statistics of 1961 and 1971.



the question of to what extent attaining a certain level of education
has or has not improved for people from various socioeconomic strata
over a period of time still remains largely unanswered. Uhat increase
in enrolment rates shows is merely expansion on an aggregate level
which must be distinguished from the distributional trend in
education, i.e., how aggregate changes in school attainment are
distributed among individuals from different social backgrounds. In
a population with rising levels of school attainment, such as what
Hong Kong is currently experiencing, it is possible that a youth

can receive more schooling than his father without, however,
necessarily advancing educationally compared with his peers. TFor
children whose fathers have little primary or no schooling, upward
educational mobility is achieved by merely graduation from primary
school. For children of fathers with some secondary schooling or
more, uvpward educational mobility means at least graduation from
secondary school. It is therefore possible that upward educational
mobility may operate independently of rates of access to given levels
of educational attainment. As indicated by Census statistics the
proportion of white-collar workers (administrative, executive and
menagerial workers) with a primary education or less has diminished

~ from 60 per cent in 1966 to 46 per cent in 1971. Increasingly,
secondary school completion is becoming a minimum qualification for
entry into white~collar jobs. For children of poorly educated fathers,
therefore, merely having more gducation than fathers is not a
sufficient preparation for the job market if white-collar work is
dezired. It is thus relevant to ask if, for example, completion of

primary school has improved for children with poorly educated fathers
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as much as for the children of well educated fathers (e.g., secondary
schooling or above). Furthermore, it is even more significant to

esk whether, once having completed primary school, the chances of
attending a2t least some secondary school have improved for children

of varying soclal backgrounds.

The Data and Kwun Tong

The data used for the analyses reported in this paper were
taken from data collected by the Life Quality Study, part of the
Kwun Tong Industrial Community Research Programme undertaken by the
Social Research Centre of the Chinese University of Hong Kong in the
summer of ’]9’7’I.LF Subjects included in the present analysis-are
male members of households listed in the Life Quality Study who were,
at the time of collection of the data, living with their fathers and
out of school (either employed or unemployed). In some cases,

therefore, several members from the same household are included.

The dependent variable in this paper is the highest level
of school education obtained by the subject. Two independent variables
are included: the subject's age and father's educational background.
Both the subject's education and father's education are classified
under five categories (no education, some primary, primary graduate,
some secondary and secondary graduate or more). Fathertls education is

used as a rough indicator of family socireconomic status. Since most

4 The study was supported by a grant from the Harvard-Yenching
Institute. The sample taken was a stratified (according to
housing types) random one, resulting in a total of 1,065
hougeholds.
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of the subjects are guite young, their ages are categorized into

three groups: 19 or younger, 20 - 24, and 25 or older.

Kwun Tong was an undeveloped area in the mid-fifties with
a population of a few thousand in a sprinkling of villages. Today,
after roughly twenty years, it has become a major industrial-
residential "satellite town!" of Hong Kong, boasting a population of
half a million. Approximately 1,600 factories of all sorts in 1971
were employing 16 per cent of the total working force in Hong Kong's

5

industries. In addition, many large public housing schemes, an
important part of the new towns development efforts of the Hong

Kong Government, have provided residences for over three-quarters

of Kwun Tong's population.6 Kwun Tong is thus a new creation which
plays a significant role in the social and economic development of
Hong Kong as a whole, Xwun Tong being a planned community, knowledge
of the educational attainment and hence potential contribution of

its people to the quality of manpower should be an important
ingredient in the planning process. Such knowledge should also
stimulate thinking about the improvement of educational and other

social services which are essential to the development of a

community.

2 Chan Ying-keung, The Rise and Growth of Kwun Tong: A Study cf
Planned Urban Development, research report of the Social Research
Centre, the Chinese University of Hong Kong, 1973, p. 22.

Unpublished 1971 Census data, Census and Statistics Department,
Hong Kong.
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FINDINGS

Overall pattern of educational mobility

The proportion of sons with more schooling than their fathers
has remained roughly constant over time, being slightly over half of
each of the three age cohorts (Table 1). The chances of becoming upwardly
mobile educationally have not been improved. In fact, indications are
that they may have dropped somewhat over the past decade or so when
paternal levels of schooling do not seem to have improved. (The proport-
ions of sons whose fathers have completed primary schooling or above are
3% per cent, 43 per cent, and 33 per cent, respectively, among the 25 -or-
older, 20-24%, and 19-or-younger age groups.)

Since whether sons have more education than their fath‘ers may be
less important than how much education a son has zctunlly received in
terms of securing jqb opportunities and social mobility, we should
consider not just aggregate rates of educational mobility but also

the differences in rates of actual educational attainment.

Access to different levels .of education

In Table 2, we are considering differential access to four
levels of education: (a) some primary school, (b) primary school
graduation, (d) some secondary school, and (d) secondary school
graduation or more. Fach cell within a given section (corresponding
to a given level of education) of the table indicates the percentage
of sons with a particular family background (represented by father's

education) and age who had reached a specified level of education.
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Table 1. Intergenerational Educatiocnal Mobility* by Age

Educational Mobility Total
Age

Upward Stable Downward % N
19 or 55.0 33,3 11.7 100.0 171
younger
20 - 24l s56.0 2%6.3 7.7 100.0 168
2
oid:g 5741 517 11 99.9 126

*
Derived from comparing son's educational attainment with that of

his father.

The first question.that concerns us here is: has there been
a steady increase over time in the completion of successively higher
levels of education for sons from each social stratum? As the figures
in Table 2 indicate, the answer appears to be in the negative. It is
true, though, that more sons of fathers with no or some primary schooling
have attained at least some primary schooling over time. Such attainment
is approaching 100 per cent, which has been the case for sons of fathers
who had completed primary school or above. For the attainment levels of
"primary graduate'' and 'some secondary,” by comparison, the percentage
reaching the education level concerned shows some increase, in almost
all social strata, from the 25-or-older age-group to the 20-24 age group,
but decreases among the 19-or-younger age-group. In the case of graduating
from secondary school or above, it is quite clear that very few of the 19~
or-younger age groué have been able to attain this level of education

relative to the two older age-groups. Overall, then, there is not, with



Table 2 Percentage of sons obtaining a given lewvel of
education by father's education and age

Father's education

Attainment
Son's age No Some Primary Some Secondary | (cfip5(%)
schooling| primary| graduate| secondary} graduate 1’ 0
or more COLs
1 (2) (3) (4) (5)
A. Some primary
19 or younger 91.5(35>* 100 (80) WOO(EO) 100 (15) 100 (14 + 8.5
20 bt ZL} 8498(33) 98‘J+<62) 100([}5) 100 (,16) TOO (12) +15¢2
25 or older 83.7(43) 90.2(41> 100(19) 92.8(14) 100 (9) +16.3
B. Primary graduate
19 or younger| 57.1 53.7 | 96.7 7%.3 90.9 +3%.8
20 - 2h 60.6 67.7 93.4 87.5 100 +39.4
25 or older 37.3 56.1 100 78.6 100 +62.7
C. Some secondary
19 or younger | 11.k4 22.5 20.0 3%,% 72.7 +61.3
20 - 2k 36.4 37.1 k6.6 68.8 91.7 +55.3
25 or older 23.3 36.6 63.2 50,0 100 +76.7
D. Secondary graduate or more
19 or younger | O 2,5 10.0 0 18.2 +18.2
20 - 2k 12.1 9.7 28.9 18.5 66.7 +54.,6
25 or older 9.3 14.6 31.6 7.7 66.7 +57. 4
Partial
Gammas: Son's
ed. x age/ .085 075 <355 176 .549
father's ed.#

ES3
Base N for the percentage, the same for the given age-group from the given
social background (father's education) at different levels of educational

attainment.

#Son's ed. x father's ed./age :

25 or older :

19 or younger :

Lok
501

20 - 2k

«395;




few exceptions, a pattern of steady increase over time in the percentage
of sons completing a given level of education. Indeed, indications are

that fewer sons of the younger cohorts attained _the same level of education

ug oid those of the older cchort (the partial Gommas between son'ts

reducation and age are all positive, especially for sons whose fathers

had completed primary schooling or above), particularly in post-primary
schooling. |

Secondly, let us consider whether, for each age cohort, an
associlation exists between the chances of attaining a given level of
education and father's education. Take, for example, the %5 sons in
the upper-left-hand cell of each section in Table 2 aged 19 or younger
whose fathers received no schooling. We notice that 91 per cént of them
had some primary schooling, 57 per cent graduated from primary school,
11 per cent had some secondary schooling, and nobody graduated from
secondary school. By contrast, among sons of fathers who had graduated
from secondary school or above, 100 per cent had some primary schooling,
91 per cent finished primary school, 73 per cent reached some secondary
school, and 18 per cent graduated from secondary school or above.

Our findings in Table 2 indicate that, for each age cohort, the

chances of reaching any given level of education tend to increase with

father's education. The differential is not very large for reaching

some primary school, probably because primary schooling is commonly
accepted as ''basic'" and also because it has expanded very rapidly in
the last decade or so. For graduation from primary school and above,
the chances of attainment clearly improve with "better"” social origin,
although there are some irregularities when it -comes to graduation from

gecondary school or above. The improvement is often quite substantial
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(as much as 77 percentage points for reaching some secondary school
among the sons in the 25-or-older age group from the two extreme social
origin categories). The effect of father's education on son's education
clearly exists at all levels of educational attainment. This is also
indicated by the fairly high and positive partial Gammas hetween son's
education and father's education controlling for son's age.

Since father's education does make a difference in the chances
of reaching a given education level for each age cohort and since rates
of completion fluctuate (except at the '"some primary' level) fairly
consistently across age cohorts, we should examine whether the educational
"attainment gap' between children from the two extreme strata appears to
have increased or decreased over time, For each age cohort, this gap is
represented by the difference between the percentage of sons with
uneducated fathers who reuched a given level of education and those whose
fathers had completed secondary school or above who also reached that
level of education (see column 6 in Table 2).

In section A of Table 1, we can see that status differences in
some primary school attendance diminish from 16 per cent for those in
the 25-or-older age group to 8.5 per cent among those aged 19 or
younger. The attainment gap for this level of education has thus
decreased, reflecting the effect of expansion of primary schooling.

Differences in graduation from primary school are considerably
larger, as compared with those in some primary school attendance. There
is, however, noticeable decline in status disparities over time, from a
difference of 63 per cent among those aged 25 or older to 34 per cent in
the youngest group. Such disparities are likely to continue to diminish

as the percentage of sons of better eduecated fathers who complete
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primary school approaches 100 per cent and the effect of free primary
schooling is allowed a longer time to crystallize. Nevertheless, it
should be noted that over 40 per cent of the youngest men of fathers with
some primary or no schooling do not have the chance of finishing primary
school.

For secordary school attendance, the size of the attainment gap
is even larger. Status differences in going to secondary school fluctuate
over time, being as large as 77 per cent in the 25-or-older age group,
decreasing to 55 per cent in the 20-24 age group, but increasing again to
61 per cent among the youngest group. Even if we use the sons of men who
had at least some primary schooling as the "bottom' social category in
calculating the atteinment gap, the disparities due to social background
in the chances of reaching some secondary school are still quite
substantial, being at least 50 per cent. TIn either case, the opportunity
gap among the two younger age cohorts is not as wide as that among those
aged 25 or more,

The gap in graduation from secondary school also seems to have
narrowed over time, from 57 per cent to 18 per cent. However, the
situation here contains some irregularities. First, the rates of
completing secondary school among the youngest cohort are considerably
lower than in the other two age cohorts, which may be partly due to
the fact that some members in the 19 or younger cohort are not old enough
to have completed secondary school anyway. Second, the rates of attainment

among sons of fathers who had some secondary schooling are even lower

than for thosée whose fathers had only finished primary school. Our
data are insufficient to suggest any clues as to why this is so. At

any rate, the decrease in the attainment gap over time at the level
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of secondary school graduation may be more apparent than real and would
probably be much less of a decrease if all of the youngest cochort are old
enough to have passed the average secondary school graduation age.

As already pointed out, the relative sizes of the attainment
gaps at various levels of education are such that the status effects on
attainment are much more promounced at the primary school graduation
level and above than at the some primary school attendance level. This
reflects that having some primary education may beconsidered basic by
all social categories alike. It is also related to the expansion of
primary educationa and the provision of free school places at Government
and CGovernment-assisted schools in Hong Kong. At the higher levels of
schooling, however, environmental influences, including those due to
family background, may be more important in determining the chances
of attainment. Indeed, besides and beyond father's education, such.
factors as motivation on the part of the son, his competitive ability,
distractions affecting academic performance, and family's economic
condition all may influence the likelihood with which the son will
attain a given level of education. That such factors may be operative
is suggested by the variability in rates of completion of secondary

school or above in each age cohort.

Conditional Probabilities of Access

So far we have been considering gross rates of access to
various levels of education in different social categories. Since the
proportion of sons who attain a given level of education diminishes at
successively higher levels, we can view the educational system as a

selection process weeding out at various points individuals who lack

the ability, motivation, and resources to proceed further. In addition

to examining gross rates of access, therefore, we can also look at
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conditional rates of access to see how likely sons from different social
backgrounds may continue to "survive' the system after having crossed a
previous hurdle in the selection process.

The data in Table 2 are reorganized and presented in Table 3,
for which the interpretation of the figures has changed. Section A of
Table % shows the percentage of sons in each age and status cohort who
reached primary school that eventually graduated from primary school.
Section B shows the percentage of primary school graduates who had some
secondary schooling, and Section C indicates what percentage of these
who had some secondary schooling eventually gradudted. Among the
youngest sons of some-primary-educated fathers, for example, 66 per cent
(Section A) of those who entered primary school eventudlly graduated.

Of these graduates, 34 per cent (Section B) went on to some secondary
school, and 11 per cent (Section C) of those who so went eventually
finished secondary school. By contrast, the conditional probabilities
for sons of fathers who had completed secondary school or more are
considerably higher at every stage of education: 91, 80, and 25 per

cent respectively, Overall, we see that the influence of social back-

ground on conditional access to education is fairly consistent: with a

few irregularities (particularly at the level of secondary school

graduation), the conditional probabilities increase by at least 25

percentage points (attainment gap) as father's education improves.

Have the conditional probabilities of educational attainment
improved over time? One would expect that, in a society where school
enrolments are expanding, probabilities of educational attainment would

improve over time. Contrary to expectation, however, conditional

probabilities have on the whole declined at all three specified
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Table 3 Conditional probabilities of sons obtaining a given
level of education by father's education and age

Father's education Attainment
Son's age No Some | Primary | Some Secondary gap (%) peqd
| schooling | primary I graduate| secondary | raduate (Col. 5 -
or more col. 1)
(1) @ | 3 (%) (5)
A. Proportion graduating from primary school
among those reaching some primary school
‘ i
19 or younger | 62.5,,ya | 66.3 g0\ 96.7 50y 373045y [ 994941 +27.% | +.400
25 or Older 44.5(36) 62-2(37) I]OO (,19) 8"!’06(,]3) 100 (9) +55-5 +o683)
PG2°® | -, 263 ~.032 +.157 +.258 1.0 A B
B. Proportion attaining‘at least some secondary
school among those graduating from primary
school
19 or younger | 20+0(50yb | 340 oz 1. 0(29)‘ 45.5(14y | 8040040, +60.0 | +.344
20 - 2L 60.0(20) 54.8<42) 5040,y 78u6<1g> 91, 6,12) +31.6 +.2171
25 or older | 62.5(46) | 65-3 (5 63.2(1;) 636145 | 190 (g +37.5  |+.220
PG2 | +.543 +o b1l ++391 +,240 +.719 cacee conrn
C. Proportion graduating from uecondary school or
above among those reaching at least some
secondary school
19 or younger 0 (4)0 11.1(18) 3393 (9) @ )TBS 0 (8) +25.0 +-320
”i
20 - . . . . | 72, .
2k 333010y | 2641 (0my| 614850y 27 3<17)§ 727041y +39.4  |+.322
R i~ —
25 or older 40.0(10) 40.0(15) 50042 14 (7)1 66.7 (9) +26.7 +.120
-
PG2 | +.455 +.470 +.149 i +.217 f = 478 ceenn veana
I i i

a . .
Number of sons reaching some primary school
cell concerned.

b
Number of sons graduating from primary school,
the cell concerned,

“Nummber of sons reaching some secondary school base N for the percentage

the cell concerned.

PG1; Partial Gammas:

hase W

son's ed. x father's ed./age.

e .
PG2: Partial Gammas: son's ed. x age/father's ed-

for

the porcentage

base N for the percentage ia the
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educational levels, as indicated by the probability figures themselves

d4s well as the magnitude and direction (positive) of the partial Gammas
(Son's education X age/father's education, listed at the bottom of each
section in Table 3). Only among the sons of fathers with primary or no
schooling have the probabilities shown some relative improvement over
time concerning graduation from primary school given some primary school
attendance (partial Gammas of son's education X age are negative).

Among high-status sons, such probabilities have slightly declined. The
net result is that the primary school graduation attainment gap has
guite clearly narrowed over time.

At the level of some secondary school attendance given
primary school graduation, the conditional probabilities have declined
for all social categories over time, more so for low-status groups
(where fathers completed no more than primary school) than for high~
status groups (whose fathers had some secondary schooling or more).

The percentage of primary school graduates from the top stratum (whose
fathers were at least secondary school graduates) who went on to some
secondary school decreased from 100 per cent to 80 per cent, while that
from the lowest>stratum (whose fathers were uneducated) dropped from 63
per cent to 20 per cent. Despite the overall decline in attainment
probabilities, therefore, the attainment gap between the top and bottom
strata has in fact widened, from 37 per cent to 60 per cent. BEven if we
use the stratum with some primary-educated fathers as the bottom strata
for comparison, the gap still has widened from 35 per cent to 46 per
cent., This finding is significant in that it provides new and différent
information on the chances of reaching secondary school. When we were

examining gross attainment rates earlier, we saw that the attainment
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gap at this level of education seems to have diminished somewhat over

time although there is some fluctuation.  Given that the hurdle of primary
school graduation is passed, however, it appears that being from a low
social stratum is more handicapped than before (attainment gap widening)
in reaching some secondary school. This is reflected in the relatively
higher partial Gamma (son's education X father's education 344) for the
youngest age cohort than for the two older cohorts at this level of
educational attainment.

Finally, as shown in section C of Table 3, it is clear that
probabilities of graduating from secondary school given some secondafy
school attendance have generally decreased over time, although they have
improved somewhat for the 20-24 cohort as compared with the oldest cohort
whose fathers were primary school graduates or above. Over time, the
attainment gap seems to have first widened (from 25 per cent to 39 per
cent), and then retreated in the oldest cohort (27 per cent).

But the trend is not entirely clear partly because, as indicated before
when discussing gross attainment rates, some members in the youngest
cohort are too young for secondary school graduation. Furthermore, the
conditional attainment rates, like the gross rates, do not vary linearly
with social background although the higher rates tend to be found in the
high-status groups, which reflects the point made earlier that family
background per se may have less systematic effect on higher levels of
educational attainment. This may be particularly the case once the
individuzl has already reached secondary school. That this may be so is
also reflected in the higher partial Gammas in section A compared with
those in sections B and C for each age cohort. We can infer that

father's education probably affects the chances of graduation from
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primary school (although this itself has weakened over time) more than
the chances of attending secondary school once you finished primary school
or of completing secondary school once you are there. Other environmental
factors may well come into play in determining whether the individual
will eventually complete secondary school. Our data are, however,

insufficient for such an inquiry.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
We have in this report provided some empirical data for
examining the patterns of educational mobility and attainment among some
residents of the industrial town of Kwun Tong in Hong Kong.
Given that school enrolment rates have been on the increase
during this time, one would expect that more children of various social
strata, especially those from the lower strata, would have attained a

given level of education. Our data show that although practically all

children of various social strata have had at least some primary education,

the proportions completing primary school and reaching successively higher

levels have generally declined over time for all strata.

The selection process of schooling starts early in the primary

school years, much to the disadvantage of lower status sons, so that,

for instance, as few as 45 per cent of those from the 'bottom' stratum
(fathers had no schooling) who entered primary school in the nineteen
fifties or earlier (25-or-older age group) eventually graduated. It
seems, however, that the expansion of primary schooling has improved the
chances of primary school gradustion for children of deprived families,
for the attainment gap between sons of the top and bottom strata at this
level of education hés clearly dwindled over the years. This may also

indicate that primary school graduation has increasingly become a norm



- 17 -

of basic education that has spread to and accepted by the lower strata of
the society. This trend is significant in that father's education used to
have a considerable influence on the chances of graduation from primary
school, more so than on the chances of going from primary to secondary
school or graduation from secondary schocl once you are there, which
suggests that in those days (roughly fifteen years ago) completing primary
school was the more important and difficult hurdle to cross for lower
strata children. At present, this level of educational attainment is
without question the very minimum requirement for entry into the job market.
While the influence of father'!'s education on the chances of
graduation from primary school has decreased (but still rather substantizl),
we found that the relative charnces of the sons of uneducated fathers
having graduated from primary school and reached some secondary school,
compared with the sons of better educated fathers, have diminished over
time. Furthermore, having poorly educated fathers has also been somewhat
a handicap in finishing secondary school once entering it, but here the
differential dve to father's education is not monotonic. This suggests
that whether parents will send their children to secondary school when
they graduate from primary school is probably a bigger decision for parents
te make, largely depending on parents' own education and financial ability,
than the decision to carry their children through secondary school once
they are already in. With employment opportunities for child labor
(legal minimum employment age in Hong Kong is 14) easily available in
the industrial town of Kwun Tong, it is not unlikely that parents in
deprived families would rather send their children to work than to

school when they finish primary education.7

’ In the 1971 Census it was reported that an éspeoially high rate of

employment (80 per cent) of out-of-school children aged 10 to 16 was
found in New Kowloon of which Kwun Tong is part.
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Interpretation of the trend in differential educational attain-
ment among the various social strata has to be limited since the age
groups contained in our data spread over only a short time period. At
the swme time the pattern of decrease over time in the proportions of
sons reaching a given level of education, as shown in the data described
in this paper, may not adequately represent the overall educational
situation in Hong Kong, but may be partly due to Kwun Tong's being an
industrial town offering many job opportunities. It may be that most of
the sons in our sample, hence those in Kwun Tong as a whole as well,
belong to the lower socio-ecenomic classes of Hong Kong society, in
which case it is possible that older children are given a higher priority
in receiving education. It may also be that some of the older subjects
in our sample went to secondary school before their families moved into
Kwun Tong which has relatively few secondary schools? Those children who
began their schooling in Kwun Tong would thus be partly handicapped by
the lack of secondary school places, and would have to seek such places
in other parts of Hong Kong which would incur extra expenses and certain
inconveniences to parents. Since our data do not provide controls for
such factors as family income, son's birth order, family's length of
residence in Kwun Tong, and location of schools attended, these inter-
pretations are merely speculative and have yet to be tested.

Despite the absence of controls on other variables which are not
possiblé in our data, our findings do point to the existence of discre-
pancies in educational opportunity among the various social strata. In

most cases, sons of poorly educated fathers, as compared with those of

better educated fathers, are at a disadvantage in reaching any given level

of education and in proceeding further given that a particular level is

According to the list of community organizations in Kwun Tong compiled in
March, 1972 by the Kwun Tong Community Centre of the Government's Social
Welfare Department, there were at that time 77 primary and 15 secondary
schools in Kwun Tong.,
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reached. What precisely accounts for the disadvantage is an important
research problem which, however, is beyond the scope of this paper.
Finally, oﬁr findings suggest that any claim of improvement in
the educational system cannot be based only or even largely on increases
in aggregate school enrolment figures. Even the finding that over half
of our subjects in a given age group have had more schooling than their
fathers does not really say much about any real improvement in educational
attainment relative to beers° It is only when we examine attainment
rates at given educational levels among different social groups that we
begin to see variations in access to educational opportunities. Such
varidations would serve as a basis for evaluating the degree to which the

goal of educational equality of opportunity is achieved.





